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BURLESQUE'S L 


AST STAND 








C. B. Cochran Preparing Six Plays 





For Bway: Bergner, Coward as Stars 


London, March 6. 


Charles B. Cochran is preparing 
the biggest onslaught on Broadway 
made by any native or foreign pro- 
ducer in years. Through the com- 
ing fall and winter he will stage at 
least six plays there. 

Shows intended for Broadway 
are: ‘Mother of Pearl,’ musical, 
staged at the Gaiety over a year 
ago, starring Alice Delysia; ‘Nymph 
Errant,’ which just terminated a 
five months’ successful run at the 
Adelphi, another show in which a 
woman, Gertrude Lawrence, is the 
commanding figure; ‘Conversation 
Piece,’ with Yvonne Printemps and 
the author, Noel Coward, figured as 
a good bet for a quick clean-up 
after its run at His Majesty's the- 
atre; ‘Magnolia Street,’ by Louis 
Golding, due at the Adelphi early 
in March, and expected to be good 
here for four to five months. 

In the case of ‘Magnolia,’ although 
the location is Lancashire, it could 
easily, and may, be switched to 
New York's East Side, with a little 
free adaptation, while there has 
also been some talk of Max Gordon 

(Continued on page 67) 


U. S.C. PRODUCING A 
FULL-LENGTH FEATURE 


Hollywood, March 6. 


The motion picture class of the 
University of Southern California is 
producing a feature picture as part 
of its course in photoplay technique. 

Group had its own original pre- 
pared under title of ‘The Oval Por- 
trait,” and outlined shooting script 
in class. Students assigned as direc- 
tor, cameraman, assistants, props, 
and other members of production 
personnel. 

Metro has furnished the class 
standing sets and necessary light- 
ing equipment, Studio has small 
standing-by crew assigned to the 
amateurs to see they operate equip- 
ment without damage. ° 





No Work, Eh! So Actors 
Wreck Booking Agency 


Minneapolis, March 5. 


Police suspect temperamental per- 
formers for the wrecking of’ the 
Goldie-Connell agency here. 

The offenders broke into the estab- 
lishment ane tore it apart. They 
Smashed a plate glass window, 
turned over the files, pulled clothes 
out of a closet, tore pictures and 
drapes from the wall, ripped open 
Suitcases and wrecked things in gen- 
eral. But they didn’t take a thing, 
even passing up $250 in cash that 
was in the top drawer of an open 
desk. 

The police claim some actors de- 
cided to take it out on the agency, 
due to the lack of work around here 
lately. 





Beery as McGraw 


Hollywood, March 5. 

‘The Little Napoleon,’ baseball 
story by Richard Carroll based on 
the life of the late John J. McGraw, 
has been bought by Metro. 

Studio has Wallace Beery in 
mind for the part, with Clark Gable 
as the college boy who makes good. 


FORD NEWSREEL 
MAY BECOME 
NATIONAL 


Detroit, March 5. 

Henry Ford is bankrolling a local 
newsreel with an eye to expanding 
it nationally if it works out. This 
is a development which has been 
rumored for years with the national 
scope talked about off and on. Each 
time it has been denied. 

Newsreel is strictly local in char- 
acter and is the same type as 
financed first by the Detroit Times 
as an adjunct to its nabe theatre 
directory. After being dropped for 
a while the Detroit News took it 
up strictly as an added service. Film 











Metropolitan Film Co. locally. 
Same comp_ny is now producing 
and all Ford gets is the title ‘Ford 
News’. While most shots are in 
sound, audible comment is also 
made by Al Weeks, formerly dra- 
matic editor of the Free Press. 


A. J. BALABAN BECOMES 
F&M THEATRE PARTNER 


Chicago, March 3, 
A. J. Balaban returns to active 











show biz as a partner with Fanchon 
|}& Marco. He will be associated in 
lithe operation of F. & M. theatres 
with Marco and Harry Arthur and 
presently is making a tour of F.&M, 
theatres in the middle west with 
Marco. 

In accepting the F.&M. associa- 
tion, the elder Balaban nixed sev- 
eral offers from other firms which 
have been after him ever since his 
return from abroad when he let it 
be known he would again become 
active. 

The elder Balaban sold out his 
interest in Balaban & Katz to his 
brothers a few years ago. For the 
past two years he has been living 
in Europe. Prior to that he headed 
Paramount's talent and shorts pro- 
duction in the east. 

A. J. Balaban temporarily re- 
tired from show business upon 
going on vacation, about two years 





ago. 


was shot and. produced by the 





STRIPPING AN 
DIRT GOING OUT 


N. Y¥. Managers Preparing 
for Final Battle im Irving 
Place Indecency Case— 
Cleaning Up Meanwhile 
—March 4 Deadline on 
Dirt Ordered for 7 The- 
atres by I. H. Herk 


RAZING RUNWAYS 








Burlesque is girding itself for its 
last stand. The issue is the charge 
of indecency lodged against 10 per- 
formers and a manager following a 
raid on the Irving Piace, New York, 


regarded by everybody in the busi- 
ness as the most serious censor- 
ship issue ever to confront bur- 
lesque. The battleground will be 
Special Sessions court. 

Meantime orders from within are 
to clean up all around in anticipa- 
tion of the likelihood that strip stuff 
and the dialog that goes with it is 
finally on the way out. 

While the general intent is to op- 
pose a censorship blow that may 
kill burlesque once and for all, 
some of the few important man- 
agers still connected with burlesque 
question the advisability of staging 
a spirited fight. This faction feels 
that despite the stripping and dia- 
log limits to which some theatres 
have gone, business for those 
houses has been none too good any- 
way. An abbreviation of their con- 
tention amounts to, ‘If we win, so 
what?’ 

Held up as an example by the 
managers who believe there’s noth- 
ing-to fight for is the Irving Place 
itself, This house, adjoining ,14th 
street, has apparently been, until 
the raid two weeks ago, immune 
from interference from the author- 
iti¢és. Strip women and _comédians 
were permitted to go further there 
than at any other burley house in 

(Continued on page 59) 


Play-of-the-Month Club 
For Chi on Book Cue 


Chicago, March 5, 
Taking a cue from the book clubs 


the Studebaker here is planning to 


present a new gag: the ‘play-of- 
the-month club.’ Relying upon the 
slogan to sell the system to the 
public. Idea belonging to Horace 
Sistare, is to book each play in for 
a full month, no more or less, no 
matter how strong or weak at the 
box-office and to plug it as the 





choice of leading drama showmen | 


and critics as the 
month, 

Sistare now has ‘Elizabeth Sleeps 
Out’ running, but is figuring to go 
into the new policy with the com- 
ing of Easter. Is negotiating with 
James Spottswood and Thomas 
Ross for the opener. 


play of the | 


wi 


Overdose of Gambling and High Prices 


Has Miami Worried 


About Next Season 





Comic Shortage 


Halt Roach’s talent scout is 
hawkshawing for comics on radio 
stations, musical shows, little the- 
atres and other likely spots. 

Producer says there is a decline 
in- crop of funsters available for 
pictures, and only way to get new 
talent is to dig. 


CWA CONCEDES 
TO THEATRES’ 
SQUAWKS 


Newburgh, N. Y., March 5. 


The free Recreation Center in the 
Armory hs been closed at night in 
order to prevent the local theatres 
from shutting up shop against com- 
petition they could not overcome. 
The center was maintained by the 
CWA, City Council and Schooi 
Board and was conceived to provide 
jobs for white collar workers. 

Theater managers warned the 
Center -vas such strong opposition 
that the theatres would have to 
close, thereby depriving 97 persons 
of jobs. The officials decided it 
would be better to protect the 
steady workers rather than the 
emergency jobs. 














London, March 5, 








Miami, March 6. - 
This Floridian resort and Miami 
Beach are over-dosed with gambl- 
ing. There are 38 night clubs of one 
sort or another and every place has 
its game room with every conceiv- 
able device to lure those who take 
a chance. In addition to the game 
joints, gambling accompanies the 
race track, jai alai, boleta and the 
dog tracks. Seems that every other 
place is a handbook stand. 


Squawks that mount to a roar 
from shop keepers and business men 
are to the effect that the gambling 
fraternity is so greedy that visitors 
have little coin left for legitimate 
purposes. And they are worried 
about how that, plus the high 
prices, is going to affect trade next 
season, 

Miami has also probably seen its 
last big prize fight. 


GENERAL FOODS’ BIG 
AFTERNOON ASSAULT 


General Foods is mapping out the 
most pretentious campaign of mat- 
inee entertainment yet undertaken 
in network broadcasting. Victual 
packers’ idea is a daily different 
type of program running an hour 
on NBC's blue link (WJZ) each aft- 
ernoon from Monday to Friday in- 
clusive. 

One afternoon would be devoted 
to all dance music, another to a 
symphonic concert, a third to a 
dramatic show, the fourth a’ variety 
melange, and the fifth to guest 
celebs from various fields of en- 
deavor. Hookup in each instance 











First titled picture house proprie- 
tor in England is the Marquis de! 
Casa Maury. He opens the Curzon 
Cinema in Mayfair, tomorrow 
(Tuesday). It is in the most fash- 
ionable district of London, and 
seats only 500. 

Prices wil be high, but the 
Marquis hopes to secure paying, 
patronage. } 

Initial program will have as its 
feature ‘Unfinished Symphony,’ 
Continental film 





would be from coast to coast. 


Garbo-O’Neill Play 


Garbo in an Eugene O'Neill play 
is a possibility for next season. 

Proposal comes from Hugh Ford, 
close friend of the dramatist. Film 
star’s professional appearances 
have been confined to the screen, 
but it is reported she is not en- 
tirely adverse to the stage idea, 











First and Forem 





KATE SMITH 


ON TOUR—MANAGEMERT TED COLLINS 


ost CBS Artiste 

















an baat L erpeainanth, diueaphamaenesnmnannia ne 











2 VARIETY 


PICTURES 





Tuesday, March 6, 1934 





Pix and Legit Enlistng AFL in 
Their War on Free Radio Theatres 


Films and the legitimate are 
hopeful of enrolling the American 
Federation of Labor as an ally in 
their fight against free radio audi- 
ences. In the meantime show busi- 
ness is fortifying its charges against 
’ air shows by plunging into an ex- 
tended investigation as to the num- 


ber of theatres and auditoriums 
‘which are being converted into 
broadcasting show places. 

Object of this additional research 
is not so much to prove to the Gov- 
ernment that the box office is suf- 
fering as it is to be able to present 
the contention that theatres, in the 
hands of radio reduces employment. 

As an instance the two fields have 
already secured detailed statistics 
on employment on some theatres 
already operating under radio con- 
trol. They are citing the payroll 
at the Hudson during 1933 as repre- 
senting $66,000 for ‘the 28 weeks it 
was occupied by theatrical com- 
panies. The contention of film men 
is that regardless of the rent now 
being paid, the Columbia Broad- 
casting System cannot put the same 
number of people to work as a reg- 
ular producer, 

The cutting down on stage hands 
is expecteed to play an important 
part in arousing the sympathies of 
labor. 

Before the end of the week some 
solution to the problem is indicated 
since radio will have started its 
sessions with members of the legit 
and film code authorities in Wash- 
ington by then. 


‘Bar’ at $2 


Hollywood, March 5. 
Warners will. premiere -‘Wonder- 
bar’ at the WB Hollywood, March 
14, with a $2 opener. 
Picture then goes into a usual 
price run at both the Hollywood and 
the Downtown. 











Agnes Anderson Tee : 
To Duffy’s ‘Men in White’ 


Hollywood, March 65. 

Metro has loaned Agnes Ander- 
son, stock player, to Henry Duffy 
for fem lead in latter’s stage pro- 
duction of ‘Men in White.’ 

Show opens at the EI Capitan 
here, and then moves to the Alcazar, 
San Francisco. 





STICKS FOR ‘TISH’ 


Hollywood, March 5. 
James K. McGuinness has reached 
the end of his contract term at 
Metro, but will stick until he has 
completed his work on ‘Tish.’ 
When completing this treatment, 
he expects to head for England. 





Metro’s ‘Manners’ 
Hollywood, March 5. 
Metro will make ‘Manners Make 











the Man,’ by John Monk Saunders. 
Robert Montgomery will be 
starred. 
pe } 
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Can’t Shoot on 


sequence on 
form to suggestions of the Chinese 
government, before. Director George. 
Hill.shoots background scenes in 
China, 





Ratoff’s Yarn Sold by 
Radio to Chas. Rogers 


Hollywood, March 5. 
Although Gregory Ratoff sold his 
‘I Loved an Actress’ to Radio on 
condition he would play in it, studio 
has in turn sold the yarn to Charles 
R. Rogers for Paramount produc- 
tion. Yarn is based on the life of 

Eugenie Leontovich, Ratoff’s wife. 
Plan of Rogers is to have Adolphe 


Menjou play Ratoff’s part in the 
picture with Miriam Hopkins. 
Ralph Murphy will direct, with 


adaptation by Humphrey Pearson. 


Art Rothafel’s Wild 





West Stuff; $10 Fine 


El Paso, March 5. 
Wearing a huge pistol and a car+ 





tridge belt, Arthur Rothafel, 25, who 
said he is a son of Roxy, was ar- 
rested in Pecos and fined 
careless display of a dangerous 
weapon. 


$10 for 


Apparently young .Rothafel had 


prepared himself for a wild-western 
trip through Texas. 
hitch-hiking over the country to get 
material for a book. 


He said he was 





HILL AWAITS 


‘Good Earth’ 
Chinese Govt. Okays Script 





Till 





Hollywood, March 5. 
Metro is awaiting the rewrite of 
‘Good Earth’ to con- 


Hill and. his production ‘crew. left 


for China several weeks ago, carry- 
ing along script of the yarn. 


When: he arrived. there, govern- 


ment officials refused permission to 
turn,a camera pending: approval of 
the. script. 
tion,,Hill shot several thousand feet 
of backgrounds which.-will be used 
in Garbo’s next eon ‘The Painted 
Veil.’ ‘ 


So, while awaiting ac- 





‘Derby Day’ Based on 


Life of Tod. Sloan 


Hollywood, March 5. 
‘Derby Day’ is Monogram’s con- 


tribution to the list of biographical 
yarns currently undér way at va- 
rious studios. 


Story is based on the life of the 


late Tod Sloan, celebrated jockey. 
Yarn is by Tristram Tupper, who 
is scripting it for early production. 





Dough Diggers 


Hollywood, March 5. 

Academy researchers at a meeting 
Friday (2) appointed a finance com- 
mittee to dig up dough for nine 
projects. Committee includes: Sam 
Briskin, Carl Dreher and Nathan 
Levinson. 

Also appointed Gordon Mitchell 
manager of the Acad’s technical bu- 


‘| reau.’ 





Pedaling Screenward 


Hollywood, March 5. 

Working days in ‘Sadie McKee’ 
(M-G) and nights at the Clover 
Club, Gene Austin has bought. him- 
self a bicycle. 

Singer will pedal in the mornings 
to take off about 16. pounds. If he 
loses the weight, Metro promises to 
use him in a picture. 


SCORING ‘CIVILIZED’ 


Edward B. Raschbaum (Rasch- 
baum Productions) is in N. Y. from 
the Coast, accompanied by Edwin 
Carewe, his director. They brought 
with them the print of their ‘Are We 
Civilized?’ which will be given a 
musical backgrounding before being 





| shown the trade. 





HERSHOLT FREELANCING 


Hollywood, March 65. 
Jean Hersholt, under contract to 
Metro the past four years, slid off 
the payroll Saturday (3) and re- 
turns to free lancing. 
Now negotiating with Universal 
for one picture. 














WILL MAHONEY 


This week, March 2, Metropoli- 
tan, Boston. 
The Philadelphia Daily News 
said: “With Will Mahoney delight- 
ing all beholders with his xylophone 
dance and hilarious clowning, the 
Fox has assembled a worthy bill.” 
All Communications Direct to 
WILL. MAHONEY 
460 80th Street 
Brooklyn, New York 


nl 





Par Will Announce 
Own Baby Stars as — 
Opposed to Wampas 


Hollywood, March 5. 
Following the Wampas decision 
to completely ignore the major 
studios in picking its baby ‘stars 
for 1934, Paramount is adopting the 
Fox plan of three years ago in an- 
nouncing six of its own starlets to 
be known as ‘Paramount Proteges.’ 
Wampas, press agent organiza- 
tion, after a three weeks’ attempt 
to get producer co-operation, voted 





freelance list.. Announced this was 
done on the theory : that girls al- 


ready under studio, contracts are 
virtually on their way to stardom 
and therefore have not the unknown 
qualifications necessary for Wam- 
pas selection,; 

Producer co-operation was with- 
held when the Wampas refused to 
give assurance that the girls picked 
‘would not be put on a radio broad- 
cast. 

Paramount's ‘Proteges’ will com- 
prise. Ida Lupino, Evelyn: Venable, 
Elizabeth Young, .Helen Mack, .Dor- 
othy Dell .and (Frances Drake. 
They were picked from a list of 15 
girls under ;contract, by: the - ballot- 
ing of directors, department heads 
and officials. 





‘ ® . 
Delay ‘Thin Man 
_ ~ ‘Hollywood, March 5. 
Production of ‘Thin Man,’ Dashiell 
Hammett mystery yarn, postponed 


at Metro in order to let W. S. Van 
Dyke direct’ ‘Manhattan ‘Melody’ 





ahead of it. 

‘Melodrama,’ formerly Arthur 
Caesar’s “Three Men,’ has -Clark 
Gable, William Powell and Myrna 
Loy in cast, 

SILVERS DUE EAST 


Hollywood, March 65. 


Sid Silvers will not write comedy 
sequences for ‘Merry Andrew’ and 
Will Rogers at Fox. 

Silvers intends to hop east with 
Buddy DeSylva’ within the next 
week to prepare a New York mu- 
sical for production. 





SAILINGS 


March 7 (New York to London) 
Roy Simmonds (Berengaria). 

March 3 (New York to Los An- 
geles) Jules Levy (Virginia). 

March 3 (New York to Genoa) 
Sidney Howard (Rex). 

March 3 (New York to London) 
Karl Bickel, Richard Addinsell, Mrs. 
Joseph Baird (Bremen). 

March 3 «(New York to Paris) 
Hugo Bryk, Ben Blue (Champlain). 

March 3 (New York to Bermuda), 
Howard S. Cullman (Monarch of 
Bermuda). 

March 2 (New York to London) 
S. L. Rothafel, Frederic P. Culbert 
(Olympic). 

Feb. 28 (London to New York) 
Phil Reisman (Berengaria). 

Feb. 28 (New York to London) 
Sergei Rachmaninoff, Elisabeth Al- 
len, James Henle, Lynn Farnol 
(Manhattan). - 





to choose its baby stars from the j. 





Radio Queries Critics 
On ‘Alien Corn’ Title 


Hollywood, March 5. 
Radio is questioning picture 
critics throughout the country for 
reaction to retention of the, orig- 


inal title on ‘Alien Corn.’ Execu- 
tives want to change the title, but 
desire outside opinion. 

Edward H. Griffith, who will di- 
rect, is fighting for the original 
title. With neither side willing to 
give in, publicity decision will be 
left to the newspapermen. 


Coast Labor Pow-Wow _ 
Problems with Elliott 


Los Angeles, March 5. : 
William C. Elliott, IATSE prez, 
is on the Coast confabbing with 
studios on their’ problems arising 


out of the film code and last sum- 
mer’s technicians’ strike. Elliott 
also is conferring with Pat Casey, 
producer labor contact, and other 
parties to the Basic Agreement 
with intention of straightening out 
the IA situation if possible. 

Agreement comes up for renewal 
March 14 with Nick Schenck, Casey 
and Al Berres for the producers; 
Abe Muir, International v.p. of the 
carpenters; Harry Brigaerts, Inter- 
national v.p. of the electrical work- 
ers, and Joe N, Weber, musicians 
president, all on the Coast. Trans- 
portation union also will be repre- 
sented at the coming huddle. 











SWANSON’S. ‘3 WEEKS’ 


M-G Mulls. Glynn. Story—Gable- 
Beery Listed for Cast 








Hollywood, March 5. 
Metro is contemplating doing 
Elinor Glyn’s Three Weeks,’ made 
as a silent in 1924. Gloria Swanson 
will come ._back to the screen in 
this production if meremeety) decided 
upon. 

Clark Gable is tentatively set for 
the picture, with: Wallace Beery, 
ex-husband of Miss Swanson, also 
listed for the cast, 





‘Harum’ Character Asks 
$100, Settles for $10 


Syracuse, March 5. 
Ike Finn, of Cortland, sole sur- 
viving counterpart of the characters 
woven into Edwards Noyes West- 


cott’s central ‘New York ‘David 
Harum,’ thought $100 an appearance 
would be about right when Gus W. 
Lampe approached him relative to 
an engagement at Schine’s Eckel 
here, where the picture is showing. 

Finn, the Dick Larrabee of the 
novel, finally compromised on $10 
for a one-night engagement of two 
shows. And then discovered that 
his character had béen eliminated 
from the screen story. 





Caliente Re-elections 


Hollywood, March 5. 

Joseph M. Schenck was reelected 
vice-president and chairman of the 
board of the. Agua Caliente Corp., 
at the Annual meeting last week. 
Baron Long drew the nod again as 
prez and Lew Anger was reelected 
secretary and treasurer. 

Company is slated to announce an 
annual dividend at a meeting today 
(Monday). 





Hedda Hopper Solos 


Hollywood, March 5. 
Hedda Hopper will not join the 
John Zanft agency. She is going 
to try 10 percenting on her own. 
Miss Hopper will also continue 
acting when studios want her, 





Leo Morrison’s Vacash 


Hollywood, March 65. 

Leo Morrison hops for a three- 
week vacash in Honolulu Wednes- 
day (7). Also on the boat-.will be 
Mrs, Eddie J. Mannix and her 
niece, Florine Mannix. 

While Morrison is away Joe Riv- 
kin will look after the office. Riv- 
kin returns to N. Y. April 1. 








Tarzan Not So Hot with Weismuller; 
A Swimmer Who Would Like to Duck 


+ 


Hollywood, March 5. 

You have Johnny Weissmuller’s 
personal word for it. He doesn’t 
like being that super-man, Tarzan, 
In fact, he’s pretty tired of picture- 
making. 

The film business isn’t his busi- 
ness. Not at all. It may be Lupe’s, 
but it’s not his forte. He used to 


be able to swim a 100 metre dash 
and come up fresh and smiling for 
the newsreels. But when a swim- 
ming champ turns actor, has to 
swing from branches all day long 
under the kleig sunshine and then 
tramp around to prizefights and 
nite-spots, well, it kind of takes the 
wind out of a fellow. 

While Lupe Velez, in white slacks, 
blue beret and sailor coat, was:-still 
capable of entering into a hectic 
debate with a producer and a cou- 
ple of actors, Johnny, her tired Tar- 
zan, sat in downcast mood at the 
table of a pop nite-spot. 


Plainly, Johnny was fagged. He 
admitted it. And on top of it all, 
the waiter brought him $2 less 


change than was coming to him. 
But Johnny knew.:-And he won a 
recount. That, on top of a hard 
day at the studio, disgusted him 
completely. 

‘Gee,’ confided Johnny, ‘when. I 
signed up for pictures I figured I 
was going to get: rich—make money 
in a bigger way than a professional 
champion swimmer could. But now 
I know how wrong. I was. Sure, 
I make more; but IF spend more, 
too. 

‘This isn’t my business. It may 
be Lupe’s. I'm. a swimmer, not an 
actor.’ 

His Hero Worship 

As for the herog-worship from 
small boys, Johnny. thinks he got 
just. as much. in his pre-Tarzan 
days. And he supposes.he’s kind of 
modest. about anything like that, 
anyhow. The adult male contingent 
doesn’t: think he’s so interesting a 
celebrity now as it once did—when 
he was winning 50 major swimming 
battles in a row.. He, a poor Chi- 
cago youngster, who just happened 
to get.a chance under the aegis of 
the Illinois Athletic Club, 

Over at the bar, Lupe was drowne 
ing. down the voices of the male trio 
with her insistence that Max Baer 
could beat the.main-eventer of that 
evening’s fight at, Hollywood stad- 
ium. She’d bet $5 on Max, any 
time. 

‘We’re. going to get. away from 
all this,—Johnny’s brawny arm 
swept the space in front of him. 
‘We're going to Tahiti to make a 
picture; Lupe and I co-starring. 
Just as soon as I finish ‘Tarzan and 
His Mate.’ Maybe Ill even get a 
chance do some swimming over 
there. If I can still swim.’ 


DODGE SCREEN PATERNITY 


U Having Tough Time Filling Roles 
For ‘Human Side’ 











Hollywood, March 5, 

Story parenthood of four children 
for ‘The Human Side’ has had most 
of the available first rank players 
sidestepping bids for this Universal 
picture and has given the studio & 
casting headache. 

Film was slated to go into work 
last week under Eddie Buzzell’s 
direction and Eph Asher’s produc- 
tion wing, but not a single name has 
been signatured, either for tops or 
in support. Leading women have 
shied off the mother role because of 
the age implication, and Mitte male 
eandidates. 





Metro Finds That Fox 
Has ‘Copperfield’ Cast 


Hollywood, March 5. 

With David Selznick deciding to 
use a majority of English players 
in ‘David Copperfield,’ Metro is ex- 
pected to make a wholesale loan 
deal with Fox to omate necessary 
cast. 

Fox has a number of British im- 
ports on its contract list. 


M-G Options Gable 


Hollywood, March 5. 
Metro has taken up option on con- 





tract of Clark Gable for another 
term, 
Player is currently in the east 


making personal appearances. 
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Writers Guild Prepares for Battle 
With Producers and Insurgent Group 





Hollywood, March 65. 

Executive board of the Screen 
Writers Guild has stated that or- 
ganization is prepared for war with 
the producers, though not forcing 
matters at this time. 

Declaration came in an official 
statement by the board, following 
revelation that a group of impor- 
tant, anti-iadical Guilders are 
mobilizing a revolt against the 
current leaders. 

On war preparedness, statement 
said: 

‘The policy of the Guild board 
has been, frankly and honestly, to 
equip the Guild with a powerful 
weapon for possible future unified 
action. That weapon we now have 
in the form of the Guild code, no- 
tably Articles 3 and 12. But to be 
prepared for war, if it is forced 
upon us by the producers, is en- 
tirely different from declaring war.’ 

‘The board points to the fact that 
since September last, Article 3, per- 
mitting the board to prohibit mem- 
bers from working with non-mem- 
bers, has been a part of the Guild 
code and has not been put in opera- 


Want ’Em Young 


Hollywood, March 5. 

Newest alibi for postponing 
a picture goes to Metro. 

Studio's animal picture, 
‘Malibu,’ has been in produc- 
tion so long that the young ani- 
mals in the picture have grown 
up. Hence, Metro says, it is 
necessary to postpone until 
spring when new four-footers 
will be born. 














Use Real Extras, 
Not Reel Ones— 


Says Equity Rep 


Los Angeles, March 6. 

Charles Miller, local Equity rep, 
is backing a plan to recognize play- 
ers who have devoted their lives to 
stage and screen in the coming re- 
alignment of registered extras. 
Cdaim is made that many capable 
workers, now forced to seek help 








tion by the board, nor has the board 
any intention in the immediate fu- 
ture of making it effective. That one 
fact alone should be sufficient an- 
swer to those people who, because 
of the genuine force of the Guild’s 
code, have become fearful that the 
board intends to bring this instru- 
ment into play under any conditions 
other than an extreme emergency. 
Challenge 

A challenge to the insurgent ele- 
ment is contained in a statement 
that 60% of Guild membership may 
recall existing board, if dissatisfied, 
but announces body will conclude 
its services April 15. 

As to the ‘rebels’ the statement 
says the executive board has known 
the identity of these members for 
some time and claims that in their 
midst is a ‘handful’ who have been 
trying to destroy the Guild, so as 
to leave the writers in Hollywood 


’ ‘no other organization for their pro- 


tection except the outworn Acad- 
emy.’ 

Though the Guild officials would 
not name the so-called ‘rebels’ their 
statement says they are members 
who have failed to appear at Guild 
meetings, at which the policies have 
been determined. 

Statement then says the radical- 
ism charge made against board 
members and its policies could best 
be answered by their record as a 
board. 

Rebels’ Snub 

Conservative members of the 
Screen Writers’ Guild, following 
their latest undercover meeting, are 
set to snub the Guild’s contract 
which would assess a fine up to $10,- 
000 for any member who dares re- 
sign. 

Scribbler’s claim is that no court 
of law would uphold the contract 
signed by the members and that the 
$10,000 fine is nothing more than a 
laugh to them. 

Another conservative meeting is 
set for next week with rebels pre- 
dicting their group will have dou- 
bled by that time. 


More ‘Don Q’ 
ore ‘Don Q 
Hollywood, March 5. 


Alexander Korda is slated to start 
production on Douglas Fairbanks’ 
first picture abroad, ‘Further Ad- 
ventures of Don Q’ soon, according 
to cable from Fairbanks to Robert 
Fairbanks here. 

Korda will make interiors first at 
Elstree, and then take the company 
to Italy and Spain for locations. 
Fairbanks has advised his offices 
here that he will return to Holly- 
wood upon completion of the pic- 
ture, going back to London later in 
the year to make the second feature 
under his deal with London Films. 








SEITER’S ‘CLEVER’ 
Hollywood, March 5. 

William Seiter has been assigned 
to direct the screen version of the 
Alden Nash comedy, ‘And Let Who 
Will Be Clever.’ It’s Seiter’s last 
megging obligation under his old 
contract with Radio. 

Screen play is being written by 
Ray Harris and Glen Allvine will 


from M. P. Relief Fund and Actors’ 
Fund, could earn a reasonable liv- 
ing from support roles. 

While some extras are opposed to 
the plan, on the contention they are 
likely to suffer from coming slash 
of Central's bulky registration, 
leave alone further competish from 
higher bracket actors, contention 
of Miller is that extra code provi- 
sions are to protect extras, sup- 
porting and bit players alike. 


M. P. CLUB REVISION 
PLAN STARTS IN N. Y. 


A reorganization program for the 
Motion Picture Club, including re- 
duction of dues, installation of a 
bar, weekly radio broadcasting and 
a profit-sharing plan with the land- 
lord to cover rent, also envisages 
rigid rules of qualification for mem- 
bership. Reorganization steps were 
discussed in a general way at a 
luncheon at the club (Thursday (1) 
before a representative gathering of 
industry executives. Will H. Hays 
and Louis Nizer spoke. 

The presidency will go to some- 
one high in the industry and may be 
S. R. Kent. Lee Ochs, indie exhib, 
has been president several years 
since Al Lichtman walked out and 
interest in the club dwindled. 

Originally at $125 yearly, plus 
$250 initiation, the dues now will be 
$75 without any initiation fee. 
Membership only to persons in the 
industry, who must pass a stiffer 
test for admittance. 

Rent was formerly $12,000 a year 
on the premises occupied by the 
club in the Bond building. It will 
now come out of surplus, after other 
overhead has been taken care of. 
Deal with the landlord of the build- 
ing calls for $12,000 a year out of 
surplus after overhead. Then $6,000 
annually goes toward the club’s 
bonds and if there is any surplus 
left it goes to the landlord up to 
$12,000. 

A bar will be installed and a 
cocktail hour provided, with women 
permitted in the club after 3 p. m. 
Restaurant will be continued as 
well. 

Arrangements are going forward 
for a broadcast once a week. An 
indie radio chain has offered $10,000 
a year for the program rights. 











THOMPSON DIRECTING 


Hollywood, March 5. 

Harlan Thompson, promoted to a 
directing job at Paramount, will 
have as his first assignment B. P. 
Schulberg’s ‘Kiss and Make Up,’ 
with Cary Grant in top spot. 

Thompson has been on and off 
the Paramount writing staff for six 
years, and is now working on the 
screen play of the picture, which 
formerly carried title of ‘Cosmetics.’ 
zene Negulesco will act as asso- 
ciate director with Thompson 





ASTAIRE DUE JUNE 15 


Hollywood, March 5. 
Fred Astaire returns to the Radio 
lot June 15 for his next picture. 
Player hops here from London. 
Company has Astaire for two pic- 
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Claudette Colbert May 
Do Radio Commercial 


Negotiations are on for Claudette 
Colbert to come under the Rock- 
well-O’Keefe banner for radio, 

Tom Rockwell, who is talking 
things over with her on the Coast, 
has a 13-week network commercial 
for her to step into immediately. 


Sen. Gore Proposes 
807%, Tax on Income 
Of $75,000 Annually 


Washington, March 5. 

Without waiting for salary slash- 
ing Progressive colleagues to make 
out their program, Senator Gore, 
Oklahoma, last week disclosed an 
intention of attempting to put into 
the pending revenue bill provisions 
which will discourage payment of 
fat bonuses and other compensa- 
tion. 

Senate undoubtedly will debate 
the high salary problem in detail 
when the new tax bill comes from 
the Finance Committee, and it is 
virtually certain that the Progres- 
sive bloc will launch efforts to boost 
surtaxes on large incomes to con- 
fiscatory levels, while the House, if 
given an opportunity, may go for 
such legislation. 

Gore proposal would place a levy 
of 80% on aH incomes over $75,000 
and prohibit any deductions from 
this portion of individual's earn- 
ings. Amendment specifies that sal- 
aries, bonuses, rewards, and other 
compenation ‘by whatever name 
known’ shall be subject to this tax. 

Divisional Administrator Sol Ro- 
senblatt said the NRA report on 
film salaries probably won't reach 
Gen. Hugh Johnson until the latter 
part of the month. Raiding report 
also will be delayed. Reason given 
is pressure of other business along 
with need of employers for more 
time to dig out the facts called for 
in Rosy’s question forms. 


Lee Tracy Mulls Trio 
Offer from England’s BIP 


Frank Joyce (Joyce-Selznick 
agency) from London has sent Lee 
Tracy, in Hollywood, an offer to do 
& minimum of three pictures for 
B.L.P. 

Tracy, who finished ‘T'll Tell the 
World’ at Universal Friday (2), fig- 
ures he'll leave for Europe April 1 
if negotiations are settled. 


Jack Benny for Film 


Jack Benny may within the cur- 
rent week close with Edward Small 
for a motion picture. Deal, if agreed 
upon, will give Small an option on 
the comic's service for a second 
feaiure, 

Angle yet to be settled is whether 
the filming will be done in New 
York or on the Coast. Metro sev- 
eral months ago approached Benny 
on a feature proposition but the 
discussions didn’t get beyond the 
price offering stage. 




















Helen Kane Goes East 
For ‘Betty Boop’ Suit 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Helen Kane sailed from San 
Pedro Saturday (3) for New York 
to be on hand when her $250,000 
suit against Max Fleischer comes 
up in four weeks. In addition to 
the quarter of a million damages 
sought from Fleischer and Para- 
mount Productions for the alleged 
pilfering of the ‘Betty Boop’ char- 
acterization, Miss Kane is also de- 
manding an accounting of the prof- 
its from the Paramount cartoon re- 
leases. 
Miss Kane is making the trip via 
the Canal alone. 


MIX, HOSSES SOUTH 
Hollywood, March 65. 

Tom Mix left here with 30 horses 
and a number of film cowboys for 
the Dallas winter quarters of the 
new Tom Mix-Sam Dill circus. 
Mix will be away from the film cap- 
ital a year. 

His circus season opens April 15 





j}at Hot Springs, Ark 





In Hiding 





London, Feb. 24. 

American fan mags have 
been frantically cabling and 
writing their representatives 
here to secure interviews, etc., 
with Elizabeth Bergner, but to 
no avail, 

She resolutely refuses to see 
any newspapermen, or women, 
and cannot be persuaded to 
talk for publication. She is 
never seen publicly. 


Coast Agents Meet 
Labor Comm. Reps 
In Prelim Skirmish 


Hollywood, March 5. 

Considerable opposition expected 
to develop between officials of the 
California State Labor Commission 
and attorneys for motion picture 
agents. The agents, by invitation, 
will confer with Deputy Thomas 
Barker and Attorney Charles F. 
Lowy, of the labor board, on legal 
phases of proposed new rules and 
regulations governing agent-artist 
contracts. Confab is listed for this 
Thursday (8) preliminary to a gen- 
eral conference of the agents. 

Huddle is to thresh out current 
abuses in contractual relations, 
complained of both by agents and 
talent, and to arrive at some stand- 
ard pact form by which player reps 
in future will be licensed under the 
state employment agency statute. 

Attorney Harry E. Sokolov, rep- 
resenting a number of agents, has 
declared himself ready to combat 
the contention of the Labor Com- 
mission that all agent-actor con- 
troveries must first be submitted 
to the board to have subsequent 
legal standing in court. Sokolov 
maintains that decisions in these 
cases rests on judicial function 
which the present state employment 
agency act has unconstitutionally 
sought to delegate to the Labor 
Commission. The attorney cites a 
decision by Superior Judge Lester 
W. Roth in the case of Joyce & 
Selznick agency against Paul Lukas 
for commissions to sustain the con- 
tention he will lay before Barker 
and Lowy. In that case, Sokolov 
asserts the court ruled on a de- 
murrer, that agency controversies 
need not be submitted to the com- 
mission before being heard in court. 

Another tender spot in the agency 
contract situation is the dispute on 
whether or not the agents are en- 
titled to commissions on engage- 
ments not directly or traceably se- 
cured. On this point the agents’ 
attorneys are prepared to argue 
strenuously for retention of the 
commission clause in whatever new 
pact may be adopted. 


HAYSIAN BALLY 


Coast Prepares Routine for MPTOA 
Meet 























Hollywood, March 6. 

Hays group producers are taking 
no chances that when the MPTOA 
outfit convenes here April 10 the 
visitors might be slighted as far as 
entertainment is concerned. Deci- 
sion has been made that the en- 
tertainment be a combo affair with 
all plants participating and the pro- 
gram handled by Joe Breen and his 
staff in the Hays office. 

Plans are to have visitors go to 
different studios each day en masse, 
meet the stars, and get a bite. Ses- 
sions will last a week, with biz mat- 
ters handled at the Hotel Ambassa- 
dor 





Memphis, March 5. 
Ed Kuykendall will not accept 
re-election as president of Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of Amer- 
ica when the organization holds its 
national convention in Los Angeles 
April 10-12. 





ee ee * 
ZIMMER’S LONG TREK 
Bernard Zimmer, French play- 
wright, arrived in New York last 
Wednesday (28) and left immedi- 
ately for the Fox lot on the Coast. 
He will write a story which Eri 





Charrell will direct. 


Rothafel Sails for London to 
Discuss Theatre Proposition; 
Accepts Doherty Florida Deal 


London, March & 

Through Douglas Fairbanks, Sr. 
a business combination has sum- 
moned §S. IL. Rothafel here. He 
sailed from New York Friday (32). 
Rothafel has been offered a propo- 
sition that will make him the pivot 
of the theatre end of a newly- 
formed international producing, dis- 
tributing and theatre organization 
which will headquarter in London, 
but also claims to have directly 
controlled affiliations in America. 
Construction of a new theatre here, 
on the order of the old Roxy or the 
Music Hall, is among the first of 
the items in the plan, according te 
accounts. If agreed upon this con- 
struction is to be supervised by 
Rothafel, who also will operate the 
house. 

An unnamed Broadway deluxe 
house in New York is figured in the 
combine’s exhibition scheme and an 
America distributing outfit is sup- 
posely involved in the combine’s 
releasing plans. 

Rothafel is coming over to dis- 
cuss terms and is due this Friday 
(9). Identity of local bankers con- 
cerned in the deal has not been re- 
vealed. 

Besides Fairbanks, another Amer- 
ican interested is Jack Harris, of 
the construction firm of Hegeman 
& Harris. 





S. L. Rothafel sailed for London 
Friday (2). His sudden departure, 
according to information, was occa- 
sioned by a theatre proposition 
from London, with United Artists 
reported as interested. 

Before Rothafel sailed he caine 
to an understanding with Henry L. 
Doherty, Cities Service head and 
Florida land operator. Rothafel 
will become associated with Do- 
herty in his Florida operations, pre- 
sumably for the season down there 
next year. 

On Friday the bondholders of the 
Roxy theatre, which house is pres- 
ently in receivership, are aijiso 
known to have held a discussion 
with Rothafel relative to his regain- 
ing operating control of that thea- 
tre. No deal was set, but indica- 
tions are that the path was open 
for him to again assume guidance 
of that spot. 

United Artists or Loew’s, or both, 
are said to be interested in any 
plan in which Rothafel would re- 
turn to the Roxy theatre. 

Upon his return from abroad this 
month Rothafel will start on a per- 
sonal &ppearance tour with his 
Gand for Paramount, 


$60,000 FORECLOSURE 
SUIT VS. HOOT GIBSON 


Hollywood, March 5. 

Foreclosure on a $60,000 mortgage 
on the Hoot Gibson Rancho, located 
30 miles north of here, near Saugus, 
is sought in an action filed here in 
Superior court by the Bank of 
America. Action is directed against 
R. A. Baker and wife, original hold- 
ers of a promissory note for the 60 
grand executed by Gibson, the 
screen actor, both as a corporation 
and individually, First National 
Bank of Beverly Hills, and others. 

Complaint alleges that Hoot Gib- 
son, Inc., with Gibson as president. 
executed two notes on March 24, 
1932, in the sums of $20,000 and 
$60,000, covered by a mortgage on 
the film actor’s ranch property. 
Both notes, personally guaranteed 
by Gibson, were transferred to the 
Bank of America, with the $20,000 
indebtedness having been paid in 
full, but no payment made against 
the $60,000 paper. 











Jimmy Star’s Sprint 


Hollywood, March 6. 
Jimmy Starr, local picture col- 
umnist, has turned actor, making 
his screen debut in a one-reeler, 
‘Hollywood on Parade,’ produced for 
Paramount by Louis Lewyn. He 
interviews Charlotte Henry, who 
appeared in ‘Alice in Wonderland.’ 
Starr has also supposedly been 
given syndication by Hearst for his 











film column, replacing that of 
Gwynne in the N. Y. Mirror starte 
ing today (Monday). 
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Columbia Stockholder Contends 
Firm's Prosperity a Mirage and, 
In Suit, Queries Co's Importance 


7 


Insinuation that Columbia Pic- 
tures Corp., under the Cohn broth- 
ers’ management, has been tainted 
by a false sense of prosperity and 
that the company’s prosperity, so 
far as stockholders are concerned, 
was illusory, is made in a stock- 
holder's suit against the corporation. 
Harry Cohn, Jack Cohn and Joe 
Brandt. Action has been filed in 
the N. Y. Supreme Court and be- 
sides an accounting being asked the 
plaintiff also wants to know the de- 
gree of importance which Columbia 
holds in the picture business, 

Supreme Court Justice McGeehan 
has granted a motion on behalf of 
the suing stockholder, Mrs. Emma 
Cohen, for an examination before 
trial of Jack Cohn, vice-president 
and treasurer of Columbia, and 
through him examination by depo- 
sition of Joe Brandt and Harry 
Cohn, and to allow the plaintiff an 
examination of relevant company 
books and records. Harry Cohn is 
president of Columbia, while Joe 
Brandt is a former president of the 
company. Examination of Jack 
Cohn is scheduled to take place 
March 12, 

The plaintiff records herself as a 
holder of 215 shares of the common 
capital stock of Columbia and vot- 
ing trust certificates representing 
an additional 642 shares. 

The complaint charges that the 
defending trio, Jack Cohn, Harry 
Cohn and Joe Brandt, have, under 
the guise of salaries, bonuses and 
expense allowances, secretly and 
improperly withdrawn excessive 
sums from the company, so far as 
being comparable with any reason- 
able compensations they were en- 
titled to for their services. Also, 
Mrs. Cohen wants to know the na- 
ture of the Joe Brandt deal when 
he sold out to the Cohn boys. 


Allegations 


General allegations made by Mrs. 
Cohen in her complaint and which 
are denied by the defense are: 

(1) That accounts of the com- 
pany, under the Cohn management, 
have been kept in a manner to con- 
ceal the drawings made by the de- 
fendants. 

(2) That, although the company 
had been projected as prosperous, 
no dividend payment was made on 
the common stock except during a 
period of less than a year and a 
half from July 2, 1930, to Oct. 2, 
1931. 

(3) That dividends ceased Oct. 2, 
1931. 

(4) That for the fiscal year end- 
ing June, 1931, Columbia over- 
stated its income by $750,000. 

(5) That for the fiscal year end- 
ing June, 1932, the company ap- 
parently issued one statement to 
stockholders and another to the 
Government for tax purposes. 

(6) That the defendants, without 
the knowledge or approval of the 
stockholders, had the company 
agree to pay the trio of defendants 
25% of the company’s profits in ad- 
dition to their salaries. 

(7) That half of the alleged total 
of $452,154.66 in dividends distrib- 
uted to stockholders since 1929 was 
arbitrarily valued. 

(8) That excessively large sums 
are charged to certain ‘contingent 
funds’ and ‘surplus’ accounts. 


Cohns’ Salaries 

Complaint maintains that’ the 
Cohns and Joe Brandt signed a five 
year agreement contract with Co- 
lumbia in June of 1929 whereby 
each was to receive equal salaries 
of $1,500 weekly, but it is alleged 
that since that time Harry Cohn’s 
salary has been upped to $2,800 
weekly and Jack Cohn’s to $1,600 
weekly. Hence, it is pointed out, 
the combined salaries of the two 
Cohns amounts to only $100 less 
than the combined salaries which 
both Cohns and Joe Brandt collec- 
tively received under the manage- 
ment deal before Brandt sold out to 
the Cohns. 

Mrs. Cohen’s suit originally aimed 
to have these salaries reduced to 
what they were prior to the man- 
agement contract. An injunction 
was asked, when suit was first 
brought, to restrain Columbia from 
paying the defendants more than 
what they had received prior to the 
"29 management deal, but this was 
denied by the court last December. 

In defense of the Cohn salaries, 


(Continued on page 67) 





Dupont at Metro 


Hollywood, March 5. 
E. A. Dupont, German director, 
brought over here for Universal, is 
now on the Metro payroll. 
He will direct a film when he can 
find a suitable story. 


Distribs Wake Up 
To Possibilities in 
Shorts; Push Sales 


After years of indifferent sales re- 
sifts on shorts subjects, distributors 
are waking up to the necessity for 
pushing this branch of its film 


merchandise. Th& majors are now 
goading their sales forces into ac- 
tion, in no uncertain terms placing 
it squarely up to the salesmen. 
Fear is that if accounts are not 
continually pressed on shorts, the 
one and two reelers will eventually 
cease to be of commercial impor- 
tance, 

Warner Bros., to the forefront on 
att -ntion to shorts, is spending from 
25 to 50% more on its one and two- 
reelers this year. WE with others 
is propagating that shorts have a 
distinct value. 

Both Warners and Metro, with 
the purse strings loosened, have 
been using considerable color in the 
hopes of forcing sales. The results 
are reported to be encouraging, ac- 
counts here and there taking 
heavier commitments than before. 
The answer the average salesman 
previously got was that a theatre 
was better off without any shorts 
at all. 

Cartoons still enjoy widest cir- 
culation because of their novelty 
and convenience features as fillers, 
are conceded to be doing much to- 
ward bringing shorts forward. 
Paramount at present is in the 
midst of a shorts drive. Among 
other things Par has suggested is 
that salesmen try to get theatres 
to set aside a day a week for a full 
program of shorts, following suc- 
cess of one Portland, Ore., salesman 
in inducing a house in his territory 
to do that. 


Zeidman Duo Readied 


Hollywood, March 5. 

Milton Krims is adapting Vicki 
Baum’s ‘I Give My Love’ for B. F. 
Zeidman at Universal. 

Another production Zeidman is 
readying for U is ‘Love Life of a 
Sailor,’ being scripted by Dore 
Schary and Lou Foster to feature 
Chester Morris, Slim Summerville 
and Andy Devine. ‘I Give My Love’ 
is intended for Wynne Gibson. 




















KEITH CLARK 
The Man with 1,000 Cigarettes 


Back after year’s American tour, 
including Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities,’ 


Grauman’s Chinese, Hollywood; 
Capitol, Roxy, Paramount, New 
York. 


Playing G. T. C. and Moss Em- 
pires with George Black’s show, 
‘You’ve Got Everythng,’ also Pal- 
ladium, Holborn Empire. Conti- 
nental tour following. 
Representatives: Henry Sherek 
and Fosters’ Agency, London. 


Rembusch Decision 
Leaves Majors Free 
Of Anti-Trust Suits 


With the Frank J. Rembusch case 
out of the way, the Hays organiza- 
tion for the first time in 10 years 
is realizing a breathing spell from 
conspiracy actions by independents. 
Federal Judge Coxe last Thursday 
gave the majors an admitted sur- 
prise when he signified it would be 
unnecessary for them to defend the 
suit started by the midwestern ex- 
hibitor and carried on by his son, 
Truman Rembusch. 

It took the Rembusch side three 
weeks in court to get its story on 
the record. During that time com- 
pany heads and executives took the 
stand. Max D. Steuer, special trial 
counsel, made a motion for dis- 
missal which was immediately 
granted. 


RETAKES FOR ‘BOTTOMS’ 
DESPITE 0.K. VERDICT 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Hays office and Fox crosséd 
swords last week over ‘Bottoms Up.’ 
After looking at the musica] film 
Hays reps suggested modification of 
certain song and dance numbers. 
Fox appealed, and an impartial jury 
comprising Emanuel Cohen, Harry 
Cohn and Jack Warner, looked at 
the picture. They decided that 
while a bit warm in spots film was 
oke as is. 

Despite this decision, Fox execs 
thought again and sent the picture 
back for retakes. 




















GILLHAM TARRIES EAST 


Bob Gillham has postponed his 
coast trip a few weeks when he 
will be accompanied by Bill Pine. 
They will wait for the takeoff until 
Par has tentatively lined up its 
1934-’35 program. 

Gillham was west in January. 








Radio Emphasized 


as Factor 


In Spurt of Commercial Films 





Chicago, March 5. 

Industrial pictures are on the 
upbeat. Badly crimped in the early 
stages of the depression by adver- 
tisers’ tendency to eliminate all 
supplementary advertising, trend of 
the last six months has revived 
profits and prospects. 

Some evidence that radio has 
contributed to big business friend- 
liness toward business films. Hav- 
ing adopted successfully one amuse- 
ment medium, merchant and trad- 
ers have presumably been rendered 
more receptive to celluloid. This 
thought can be corroborated by evi- 
dence up to a certain point, but 
is partially weakened by a me- 
chanical fact without which the 
present prosperity of business films 





would probably not have come 
about. That mechanical fact is the 
perfection and simplification of pro- 
jection for sound-on-film so that 
less trouble and expense goes with 
that end. 

Business films, however, differ 
radically from radio in that the film 
primarily is used for the dealer and 
salesman merchandising while 
radio sells the ultimate consumer. 
Many industries have found it ad- 
vantageous to sell the public and 
their own dealers simultaneously on 
the theory that a lethargic sales- 
man can cancel a would-be pur- 
chaser’s good will. 

Detroit is a hot spot for com- 
mercial filming due to the number 
of auto firms converted to pictures.. 
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Chi Mayor Rescinds European Riot 
Newsreel Ban; Cite ‘Freedom of Press’ 





U Beckons Indies 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Universal's indie rental policy is 
due for a buildup with the reopen- 
ing of the Royal lab on the lot 
March 26. Studio dropped off on 
indie rentals a year ago in com- 
pliance with Hays organization 
ukase against majors allowing indie 
producers to use stages, equipment, 
or sets, 
King Charney may return to the 
lot in charge of the lab to re-estab- 
lish indie tieups. 


CA’s Post Office 
Lists Show 13,500 
Houses Now Open 


Based on post office reports the 
Code Authority is convinced that 
only 18,500 theatres are lighted to- 
day. The C. A. had the job of can- 
vassing all employers in the indus- 
try. This entailed a mailing lst of 
over 18,000 destinations. 

The figures are more recent and 
direct than those of the check-up 
made annually by the Film Boards 


of Trade, These units in January 
estimated approximately 15,000 
lighted houses. Industry spokes- 
men, while making allowance for 
discrepancies, declare it is physic- 
ally impossible to keep the list up 
to current accuracy. They main- 
tain that there has been no radical 
darkening of theatres during the 
past two months, 

Quite possibly, it is admitted, 
some of the houses which Uncle 
Sam found dark for the C. A. might 
have been lighted, or else dark and 
inadvertently counted in during the 
Trade Board survey. 

In connection with the code some 
5,000 theatres in non-competitive 
spots are figured as probably being 
among the main non-signers of the 
compliance blanks. From indica- 
tions now the code will be virtually 
100% effective in competitive areas, 
it is predicted. 


20TH WILL MAKE MAY 
ITS VACATION MONTH 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Twentieth Century will complete 
its year’s program in April with 
Ronald Colman’s ‘Bull Dog Drum- 
mond Strikes Back. Organiza- 
tion will take several weeks off 
prior to launching production of 
maximum of eight for the 1934-35 
season for U.A. release. 

Company will resume production 
in June, Darryl Zanuck planning 
only ‘specials’ next year. 


DEMAND FOR WESTERNS 


Signifies Pickup for Farmers in 
Minn. Territory 


























Minneapolis, March 6, 

Better times for the farmer is re- 
flected in a comeback for western 
films throughout this section, ex- 
change officials report. 

Some exchange figures indicate a 
40% jump in Saturday grosses in 
small towns where westerns have 
their biggest audiences. Demand for 
the horse operas has increased to 
the extent that some exchanges 
have tripled and quadrupled their 
allotments of such pictures. 


Atwell as AMPA Prez? 


The A.M.P.A, is on the move 
again. Recently going out of 
Sardi’s in favor of the Paramount 
hotel, luncheon club of the pub. and 
ad men is now laying arrangements 
to hold weekly get-togethers at the 
Motion Picture club. 

A new president will shortly be 
installed to succeed John C. Flinn. 














Chicago, March 5, 
Chicago, via Mayor Kelly, last 
week asserted its censorial juris« 
diction over newsreels by yanking 
all clips of the Austrian and French 
turmoil off local screens, becoming 
the only town in the U. S. where 
the censor board did a thumbs< 
down on newsreels. But over the 
week-end the Mayor rescinded the 
order to permit showing scenes of 

aftermath of the trouble abroad. 
Mayor Kelly called the newsreel 
men into his office and complained 
that the scenes of the European 
rumpus were dangerous to public 
morals. This despite that these 
reels had been given official okay 
by the embassies involved in Washe 


ington following requests from their 
respective governments that the 
newsreels omit any scenes of rough 
stuff, and with which the news men 
complied. 


Newsreels formed opposition to 
this decree from the Mayor's office 
and took the stand that the news- 
reels have as much right as the 
newspapers. 

They conferred with the daily 
papers here, all of whom stated that 
they would fight the battle of the 
newsreels as their own battle. The 
freedom of the press angle added 
fuel to: the matter and was said to 
have considerable to do with the 
order being rescinded. 

All newsreels came under this ban 
on the Austrian pictures with the 
exception of Universal. Through 
aeroplane service U had been able 
to get its pictures on the screen last 
week. The Universal reel shows 
only the aftermath, such as the 
ruined buildings, etc. 

All news clips placed under the 
ban were necessarily confined to the 
aftermath, since the newsreels con- 
formed with the Austrian and 
French governments’ requests to de<- 
sist from using the actual riot stuff, 
anyway. 


N. Y. STATE PROPOSES 
ANOTHER 10% AMUS. TAX 


Albany, March 5. 

A tax of 10% on gross receipts of 
theatres and other amusement en- 
terprises, to provide funds for relief 
purposes, is proposed in a bill in-« 
troduced in the Legislature by Sen« 
ator John L. Buckley of New York, 
Besides theatres Buckley would in- 
clude boxing, wrestling and other 


athletic contests; baseball, bicycle, 
horse, dog and rabbit races; cir- 
cuses, carnivals and other public 
places in which entertainment of 
any kind is staged; also bazaars, 
festivals, lectures, recitals, concerts, 
celebrations, roller and ice skating 
rinks, excursions and every other 
thing provided for entertainment, 
recreation or amusement at which 
there is an admission charge. Bene- 
fits are exempted. 

Receipts from the tax would be 
turned over to the state relief ad- 
ministration until the need for it 
has expired. Afterwards the money 
would be paid into the state’s gene 
eral fund, 

The bill stipulates that, if ap- 
proved, it should become effective 
July 1 of this year. 

The Buckley tax would be in ad- 
dition to all other levies imposed 
by any other state, local or federal 
law. 





Frenke’s Comedy Series 


DuWorld will distribute the pic- 
tures made by Dr. Eugene Frenke 
starring Jimmy Savo. First, ‘Girl in 
the Case,’ is ready for distribution 
and Frenke is in New York getting 
story material for the next two. Ed- 
die Lambert is opposite Salvo. 

Dr. Frenke never made films in 
the U. S. before. He is the husband 
of Anna Sten and is producing in- 
dependently with his own bankroll. 
He also wrote and directed the first 
and figures on directing the rest, 








although he may buy stories for 


Reports link Ben Atwell to the post. j them. 
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SELLING SEEMS SURE 





Radio Board Ratifies Recent Shifts; 
McDonough-Cooper as Commuters 


Although it was the intention of 
J. R. McDonough to spend at least 


a@ full year on the Coast in his new 
eapacity as president of Radio Pic- 
tures, these plans have undergone 
a change. Instead, Ben Kahane 
will stick on the Coast and Mc- 
Donough will split his time east 
and west. 

This came to light with a Radio 
board meeting in New York last 
Friday (2). At this gathering for- 
mal ratification was given the re- 
cent shifts in titular positions of 
several Radio execs. The formal 
acceptance emphasizes complete 
eontrol of RKO executive opera- 
tions as he]ld by M. H. Aylesworth. 
Latter, as chairman of the Radio 
board, presided at the meeting. 

The plan whereby Kahane re- 
mains in charge of Coast -opera- 
tions and McDonough splits his 
time between both ends marks a 
reversal of the company’s plan 
which was considered more than a 
year ago. This was for Kahane to 
divide his time between Hollywood 
and New York. McDonough will 
likely spend one month on the Coast 
for every two months or so in the 
east as a normal routine. 

McDonough Lingers East 


McDonough probably will not 
start west before a couple of weeks. 
He is to linger for further consulta- 
tion with company heads in New 
York besides the series of board 
meetings due this week for the 
various RKO companies. 

The RKO picture board, at the 
Friday meeting, also confirmed the 
election of Ned Depinet as presi- 


(Continued on page 12) 


If Bondholders 
OK Deal, Skouras 
Out of St. Louis 


St. Louis, March 5. 

Deal has been made whereby the 
Ambassador, Missouri and Grand 
Central theatres, operated by the 
Skouras Brothers, go to Allan L. 
Snyder, local business man. 

Means that the Skouras Brothers 
will be out of St. Louis theatre op- 
eration upon approval of the Sny- 
der arrangements by the court and 
bondholders. Court approval is 
necessary because the houses are in 
receivership. Bondholders must 
also first okay the matter, but no 
trouble anticipated as the bond- 
holders’ committee has signed the 
Snyder deal. 

The one open point looks to be 
whether Harry Koplar or Fanchon 
& Marco are included in the Sny- 
der arrangement. It is known that 
Koplar made a bid for the three 
houses on his own behalf. Koplar 
holds a 20% operating interest in 
Skouras theatre artairs locally, be- 
sides also being associated with 
Fanchon & Marco here. Believed 
not unlikely that all parties will 
ultimately line up in the final pic- 
ture as associates. 

Plan goes to the bondholders 
Tuesday (6). Skouras Bros. are the 
guarantors of the bonds on the 
three properties, including the of- 
fice buildings, amounting to $6,- 
800.090, 








Blo 
ch Quits M-G 

‘Bert Bloch has resigned as east- 
ern story editor for Metro. Wants 
to‘ go into legit production, but will 
first write an original for Anna 
Sten. 

‘Bloch showed Sam Goldwyn an 
omtline, and now has to amplify. 
He'll do in New York. 





No one yet named to replace 
Bloch Metro. Julie Hearn, his 
asSistan:, is currently in charge. 





v 


} presided at the confabs. 


By Comparison 





Film overseers are purring 
over the publicity given the 
Federal Trade Commission's 
report on top salaries and 
bonuses of big business. 

The unveiling of incomes of 
key men in some 200 industries 
should create an impression 
that film industry stipends 
aren't so paralyzing when 
compared to steel, oil, etc. At 
least, that’s the way flicker 
officials feel at present. 
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FOX BKRUPTCY 
TRUSTEES DUE 
INN. Y. 


Los Angeles, March 5, 

Chartes P. Skouras and William 
H. Moore, Jr., two of the three Fox- 
West Coast trustees in bankruptcy, 
are due to arrive in New York to- 
day (Mon.) for conferences with 
Chase Bank and Fox Film execs 
that are expected to pave the way 
for an early discharge of the estate 
from bankruptcy. 

Trustees will seek to induce the 
eastern majority creditors of the 
coast circuit to approve the few 
remaining claims against the bank- 
ruptcy, which alone stand in the 
way of an early reorganization of 
the defunct circuit. 

Attorney William T. Powers of 
the F-WC legal staff, who has been 
specializing on realty and leases, 
and Edward Zabel, circuit stati- 
tician, accompanied Skouras and 
Moore east, as did also P. R. Kent, 
F-WC v.p. in charge of real estate, 
who tendered his resignation: 10 
days ago, but which to date has not 
been accepted by the operating 
trustees. Due to the differences of 
opinion as to policies between 
Skouras Bros. and Kent, it is ex- 
pected that all angles of the mixup 
will be discussed with Sidney R. 
Kent and other Fox Film execs in 
New York. 

Well informed circles here profess 
to believe that the Fox-West Coast 
properties, when put up for sale, 
will be bid in by the Chase Bank 
interests, probably for around $13,- 
000,000, the valuation tentatively set 
by the recently appointed board of 
appraisers, named by Samuel W. 
McNabb, referee in bankruptcy. 

Chase bank, with Fox Films and 
Wesco as the majority creds, are 
seen as the logical buyers of the 
bankrupt estate, with those inter- 
ests then determining future opera- 
tion policies of the several hundred 
houses involved. 

Skouras party expects to be away 
10 days or two weeks. 


PAR MOGULS MULL PIX 





IN LA QUINTA SIESTA 





Hollywood, March 5. 

Paramount producers and execu- 
tives hied themselves to La Quinta 
Friday (2) for a conference to line 
up stories and material for pictures 
to be made for the 1934-35 season. 

Emanuel Cohen, production head, 
Later he 
will take the preliminary layout to 
N. Y. for conferences with sales 
execs of the company. 


SELZNICK’S CRAWFORD 
Hollywood, March 5. 
Metro will star Joan Crawford in 
‘Sacred and Profane Love.’ Film 
will be based on the play of that 
title, an adaptation from Arnold 
sJennett’s novel ‘Back of Carlotta.’ 








David O. Selznick will produce. 











ALSO A BREAK 
FOR WAN BOARDS 


Next Two Months Should 
See Zoning and Clearance 
Set Up—Start Ball Roll- 
ing in May 





50 FEWER FEATURES 


Another late selling season is now 
definitely indicated in major circles 
for 1934-'35 product. Over the 
week-end it was officially figured 
companies as a whole have yet to 
deliver fully a final 20% of the 
product sold for ’33-'34 before they 


can enter the new season. 

While no dates for sales conven- 
tions have been officially announced 
it is heard that most of the com- 
panies, including some of the lead- 
ing independents, are setting their 
pow-wows with salesmen for late 
spring, probably in May and the 
first of June. 

A late selling season, it is de- 
clared, will also give the NRA a 
break since within the next two 
months the greater part of the 
country should be zoned according 
to the code. : 

For a time it looked that just 
the opposite policy would prevail, 
at least for several of the majors. 
Indie producers were worried when 
scouts reported to New York that 
some contacting for the new season 
is now taking place with the larger 


(Continued on page 59) 


HOTCHA SCENES 
OK, HAYS NIX 
OVERRULED 





Hollywood, March, 5. 

Although the Hays office refused 
to pass Fox’s musical, ‘Bottoms Up,’ 
on account of certain scenes, the 
picture will be released as is, fol- 
lowing an impartial jury of pro- 
ducers viewing the picture and re- 
versing the Hays verdict. Jury in- 
cluded Emanuel Cohen and Jack 
Warner. They were called in to sit 
on judgment when Fox execs pro- 
tested the local Hays order to elim- 
inate some sections. 

Trio decided that while a couple 
of song and dance numbers were a 
little warm that the picture as a 
whole was clean and should not be 
changed. 





vv 





De Sylva and Par? 


Hollywood, March 5. 

Buddy DeSylva was at La Quinta 
over the weekend and likely that 
he talked a proposition of making 
a couple of musicals for Paramount 
for its 1934-35 program’ with 
Emanuel Cohen while there. 

DeSylva's contract with Fox was 
completed with the making of ‘Bot- 
toms Up.’ 


AMPA T0 FIGHT 
STAR CRITIC 
SYSTEM 


Agitation against ‘the star or any 
other form of rating pictures, which 
has flared up from time to time 
without resultant relief sought from 


publishers, is on the fire again via 
the Association of Motion Picture 
Advertisers which is going to bat 
on the matter. 

Ben Atwell, of Columbia, is chair- 
man of a committee to investigate 
the star rating thing from all 
angles. Committee will make a poll 
of theatres and, if possible, readers 
as a means of proving to publishers 
that the star or similar means of 
grading pictures should be elimin- 
ated, 

New move through the AMPA is 
inspired by Columbia, with Lou 
Goldberg of that company’s adver- 
tising department proposing it. 
Complaint of Col is that the N. Y. 
Daily News gave its ‘Shadows of 
Sing Sing’ three stars, whereas the 
company cannot get dates on this 
one, while only 2% stars were ac- 
corded its best seller of last year, 
‘Lady for a Day,’ and its current 
release, ‘It Happened One Night.’ 

In agitating against star or other 
forms of rating film, the AMPA 
committee will attempt to prove 








that this sort of grading kills reader 





interest. Contention in advance of 
a poll is that where a picture gets 
only one or two stars, or is rated 
as fair or poor, the reviews them- 
selves are not read. 

Star system of the Chi Tribune 
was finally knocked out after a sur- 
vey of theatres and readers im- 
pressed publishers that this loss of 
reader interest was true. Balaban 
& Katz was instrumental in the 





fight against stars on that front. 





Russian Princess Wins $125,000 
In London on Metro Libel Action 


anahsinane + 


London, March 5. 


Metro lost the decision in the 
libel suit filed here against the 
company by Princess Irina on ‘Ras- 
putin and the Empress.’ Princess 
was awarded 25,000 pounds, or a 
bit over $125,000. 

It’s understood to be about the 
top. libel award ever handed out 
here. Film company will undoubt- 
edly appeal. 

Princess Irina is the daughter of 
Grand Duke Alexander and the wife 
of Prince Youssopoff, who self-ad- 
mittedly, among others, killed Ras- 
putin. She sued because she claims 
the film in one sequence libeled her. 





In New York it is believed Metro 
will pep up exploitation on the film 
over here to take advantage of the 
publicity. 








RKO’s Quintet 


Hollywood, March 5. 


RKO takes a production spurt 
within the next two weeks, with 
five new pix set in production by 
March 19. 


Quintet are ‘Alien Corn,’ Edward 
H. Griffith directing and Kenneth 
MacGowan producing: ‘Down to 
Their Last Yacht,’ Paul Sloane 
megging, Lou Brock producing’ 
‘Green Mansions,’ Pandro Berman 
producing and Ernest Schoedsack 
directing; ‘Cockeyed Cavaliers’ for 
Wheeler and Woolsey, with Mark 


Sandrich at the meg and Lou Brock | 


supervising; and ‘Great American 
Harem,’ also under Brock’'s produc- 
tion wing, with William Seiter di 
recting. 


Report RCA Resistance to Any 
Fox-RKO Weld; Kent Presumed 
Key as Talk Becomes Negative 


+ 


| 
| 


Plenty of talk in trade circles on 
both coasts regarding the possibil- 
ity of the Fox-RKO merger, and 
most of it negative. 

Main resistance to such a deal 
has been indicated as coming from 
RCA quarters. The RCA invest- 
ment in RKO, on the books, runs 
to around $16,000,000. This may be 
50% or 60% above the market value 


of RCA’s current interest in RKO, 
and many figure that RCA wouldn't 
let this investment pass out of 
reach at a loss if it could be pre- 
vented. 

At the same time, and also on the 
RCA angle, comes the question as 
to who would dominate the opera- 
tion of such a combo. RCA domi- 
nates RKO and it has been said 
that it would not be inclined to sur- 
render its influence over its pic- 
ture and theatre subsidiary. 

It is generally supposed that 8S. 
R. Kent will be the last word on 
such a merger. That’s through and 
with the Chase Bank besides his 
position as president of Fox. Re- 
organization of Fox was effected 
with Chase’s aid under Kent’s 
guidance. Kent has not given any 
official opinion in the matter and 
it is believed unlikely that Chase 
would proceed towards this meld 
if Kent disapproved the move des- 
pite that Chase controls the Fox 
stock. Reports are that Kent re- 
mains cool to the idea. 


Has Been Discussed 


That Rockefeller reps have dis- 
cussed a Fox-RKO merger 158 
known. Also that the subject has 
been broached at Chase and with 
RCA, Officials of both companies 

(Continued on page 12) 


Par Studio May 
Go All-Unit; 5 
~ Or 6 Producers 


Hollywood, March? 5. 
With Paramount giving William 
E. LeBaron a new contract for next 


year, indications are that this stu- 
dio will go on unit production ba- 
sis, with five or six producers 
handling entire output. 

LeBaron’s contract calls for 10 
pictures on the 1934-'35 program. 
He will have a complete production 
setup including supervisors, direc- 
tors and writers along with several 
stars, including Mae West. He is 
being financed by Paramount, the 
same as B. P. Schulberg, and will 
be given his own building in which 
to house his staff. 

Understood that in addition to a 
flat sum for each picture, reported 
to be around $15,000, LeBaron will 
draw 15% of the net profits on his 
films. 

Deals with other producers and 
on a similar basis, were reported 
being discussed over the weekend 
by Emanuel Cohen and his produc- 
tion cabinet at their session in La 
Quinta, 
tegarded as probable that this 
same deal will be made with Al 
Lewis and that Schulberg will ob- 
tain a renewal of his contract. 








Levy’s Western Confab 





Jules Le RKO sales chief, left 
Saturday (3) for a brief sizing-up 
visit to the Coast. 

While in L..A., Levy will hold a 
series of saies meets, at which dis- 
ributor off ils from all exchanges 

Denver will be present, 
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Siaiaiial Stocks One of Few 
Bright Spots of Past Week: 
All Show Plus Signs at Close 





Active picture stocks provided one| ing 5%, just a few eighths from its 


of the few bright spots in a drab, 
uninteresting stock market the past 
week. Only at the start of the week 
did amusement stocks show much 
backward tendency. The market as 
a whole was weak until late Tues- 
day. Then on Thursday morning 
there appeared a concerted drive to 
test February lows. While these de- 
clines did not extend far, they left 
the market in a shaky condition un- 
til the good dividend news from 
General Electric gave the bulls a 
chance to push the market up one 
to three points. However, it can 
hardly be said that the market fol- 
lowed through the next day. Indus- 
trial average managed to close 
above the 105 level after dragging 
along below it most of the week. 
Neither the rails or the utilities 
have been much to cheer about the 
past two weeks. 

Led by Pathe, Class A, which 
scored a net gain of 3%, the picture 
company shares all managed to 
show plus signs at the close. Pathe 
Exchange, common, topped Loew’s 
in number of shares traded in and 
closed with a gain of nearly a point, 
after making a new 1934 high. 
Loew's showed a gain of nearly two 
points and came near its year’s 
high. Trading for the whole list 
only once during the week got into 
the 2,000,000 share class, and then 
on Monday (26) during the heavy 
sell-off. Eastman Kodak gained 
nearly three points on the week de- 
spite it was ex-dividend the iatter 
part. 

Aside from the amusement shares, 
it was purely a professional affair 
most of the week. The shorts cov- 
ered late Thursday and did some 
more Friday on the General Electric 
news. The week seemed to be one 


of backing and filling. Some held 
to the view that the market acted 
like an unfavorable piece of news 
was overhanging the Street. Cer- 
tainly neither the bears or bulls 
were unduly daring in their opera- 
tions save possibly on that Monday. 
Both sides seemed to be awaiting 
what President Roosevelt has to say 
in his radio address to NRA admin- 
istrators this Monday (5). Wall 
Street hopes he will reassure busi- 
ness men of more cooperation be- 
tween Washington and those who 


1934 top. 

Radio Corporation of America and 
Radio-Keith-Orpheum both showed 
better reports for 1933 as compared 
with 1932. Both showed net gains 
of half a point for the week, RKO 
closing at 3% or near the year’s top. 
Radio closed at 8% after reaching 
3%. Radio Corporation virtually 
halved its loss as compared with the 
previous year. Radio-Keith-Or- 
pheum cut its loss by more than 
$7,000,000 in 1933. 

Universal, preferred, slipped off 

six points on a sale of 50 shares. 
This is not an active stock as a 
rule and this slump to 26 represents 
a dip from the 1934 high of 33 
M-G-M, preferred, dropped to 22, 
where it was off a point and a point 
from the year’s low. These were the 
exceptions to the general advance of 
amusement stocks. 
Consolidated Film, preferred, came 
near its year’s top with a high of 
16%. Fox, Class A, went from 14 to 
155 and closed with a net gain of 
five-eighths. Warner Brothers was 
on the tape in great volume the 
middle of the week and on Friday. 
It only gained fractionally after 
overcoming the slump of Monday 
when it slipped to 6%. 


No Rush 

While the week brought more evi- 
dence of general business improve- 
ment, there seems to be no inclina- 
tion to rush in dnd reach for stocks. 
In fact, very little public interest is 
being shown. No sharp break one 
way or the other has loomed in 
more than six days and many trad- 
ers are ardent seat warmers on the 
sidelines. Doubt as to the outcome 
of the stock market regulation 
measure now before Congress, and 
as to just how it will affect not 
only the exchange but business 
itself, together with the numerous 
investigations in progress in Wash- 
ington, for the moment have chilled 
bullish enthusiasm. A modification 
of the securities law would prove 
cheerful news. Another viewpoint 
is that the market has discounted 
all the present good news, and some 
inkling of what spring and early 
summer business will be must come 
before there will be any big up- 
swing. 

Though the bond market stopped 
its steady climb towards higher 
levels this week, the picture com- 
pany liens stood up well, a big ma- 
jority of them showing gains. Para- 
mount 5%’s went up to 48% and 
closed for a net gain of 3% points, 
less than two points from the year’s 
high. Warner Brothers 6’s also rose 
2% points, closing at 554%. Para- 
mount-Lasky and General Theater 
Equipment bonds also were strong 
features in the amusement group. 





fill the pay envelopes. 
Strong Front 


The amusement stocks offered a 
strong front almost from the first 
of the week. While increasing the 
General Electric dividend from 40c 
to 60c annually was far from being 
as big as some of the recent divi- 
dend beosts, it plainly reflected a 
pick-up in business both here and 
abroa@ for this company whose 
operations are not confined alone to 
the United States. The common 
stock made a net gain of 2% points 
on the news, being turned over in 
big volume. Saturday it touched 23 
before reacting. 

Activity in the Pathe stocks was 
somewhat reminiscent of the old 
days of Radio. The common made 
a new high on Thursday at 3%, and 
then came back the next day for an- 
other 1934 top at 4%. Pathe, Class 
A, duplicated the performance, 
hanging up a new mark at 20% and 
then pushing through on Friday to 
21%. Interest in these Pathe stocks, 
particularly the Class A, which 
would be first to benefit, undoubt- 
edly was again whetted by the re- 
port that its holdings in a film man- 
ufacturing-process company were 
considered valuable. 

Loew’s also was in demand, more 
than 100,000 shares changing hands 
and the stock running up about two 
points late in the week. It closed at 
32% after encountering pressure as 
it neared 33. After acting sloppily 
the previouS week, Paramount cer- 
tificates on the big board reversed 
the trend and came back with a net 
increase of half a point after touch- 


Loew and Keith liens closed prac- 
tically unchanged around their old 
high levels. 





1st Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 





Week March 10 

Paramount—'Six of a Kind’ 
Par. 

Capitol — ‘Queen Christina’ 
(Metro) (2d wk). 

Strand—‘Wonder Bar’ (WB) 
(24 wk). 

Rialto — ‘Heat 
(WB) (6). 

Roxy—‘Midnight’ (U) (9). 


Lightning’ 


Music Hall — ‘Spitfire’ 
(RKO). 

Rivoli—Palooka’ (UA) (24 
wk). 


Week March 17 
Paramount — ‘Good Dame’ 


(Par). 

Capitol) — ‘The Showoff’ 
(Metro). 

Strand—‘Wonder Bar’ (WB) 
(34 wk). 

Roxy—‘Coming Out Party’ 
(Fox) (16). 

Music Hall — ‘Spitfire’ 


(RKO) (24 wk). 
Rivoli—‘Looking for Trouble’ 
(UA). 





$2 Pictures 
‘Catherine the Great’ 
Astor (3d week). 


N. Y. Ushers Talking 
Theatre Walk-Out, 
But No Strike Yet 


Having paid little attention to the 
publicity of the Theatre & Amuse- 
ment Employes Union in connection 
with a proposed strike of ushers. 
doormen, ticket takers and janitors, 
major theatre operators are await- 
ing a report of the regional labor 
board as to whether the union has 
representation or not. 


Prior to attending a hearing be- 
fore the regional labor board last 
week, the theatre operators had 
given little attention to the ques- 
tion of an ushers’ walkout. So far 
as they could learn, their employees 
had little to do with formulation of 
plans for a walkout. Theatre men 
largely accept the union move as an 
effort to incept ushers, doormen, 
ticket takers and janitors § into 
unionized ranks. At the Music Hall 
it wes said not a single usher, door- 
man or janitor was a member of the 
union or admitted to having been 
approached. 

Major Leslie EB. Thompson (RKO), 
Cc. C. Moskowitz (Loew), Willard C. 
Patterson (WB) and Jack Bannan 
(Publix) represented theatres at a 
labor board hearing at which the 
union had indicated it wanted 
higher saiaries and shorter working 
hours for ushers, doormen, ete. All 
this help is being paid a minimum 
of $15 weekly under the code. In 
some theatres, such as the Music 
Hall, they are paid above the code. 

Union on Saturday (3) com- 
plained ushers were being influ- 
enced to resign from it, naming 
Loew’s. CC. C. Moskowitz denied 
Loew’s was responsible for any res- 
ignations. 


(UA) 
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Amusement Stocks 








Summary for Week Ending March 3 





. STOCK EXCHANGE 
Net 
High. Low Sales Issue and rate High Low Last chg. 
74% 3% 3 American; Seat.‘:..:/.... ane BL 6% +% 
5% 2% § DONE, FUMIE AY oX5 vedwice cee PAS Ee - 46 4% + % 
27% 23 1,000 Columbia Pict., ctfs.......e00+- 241% 2314 244 +% 
17% 10% 4,600 Corsol. Film, pfd. (50c.)*....... 16% 15% 146% +% 
93% 79 3,200 Eastman Kodak (3)........ coos O1% 88% 91 +2% 
17% 12% Oe Se OE ae eee eae oes as 14 15% + % 
% 18% 118,200 Gen. Elec. (60C.)..cccrcecvecse 28 20% 22% +1% 
24% 2 500 Keith pfd.......... 0nteneeeese ae 25 25 
34% 25% OB;200 Loew 14.2.2 .ccivecs Gospbevoscdos SON 30% 32% +1% 
91% 73 400 »=—~Do * pref. (6%4)...-..s00. pesscee Se 89% 90 
433 25% 800 Madison Sq. Garden..... 3% 3% 
25 21 200 Met-G-M. pref. (1.89). esees 22 22 —1 
5% 1% 77,400 Paramount-Pub. ctfs..... ° 4% 5% + % 
4% 1% 85,900 Pathe Exchange....e.e+. 3% + % 
21% 10% 42,2700 Pathe, Class A..... pane 16% 20% +3% 
9% 6% 103,800 Radio Corp........- pean 7% 8% + % 
4% 2% oe 2 Saree & PPUTTTT TT Tee 3% 3% +% 
33 16% 50 Universal pref..... ecteccnccsece Se 26 26 — 
&% 4% 41,200 Warner Bros...cccccsscccccsesse 1% 6\4 ™ +% 
47% 35% 33,800 Westinghouse ..... ecedsecececcess GERD 385% 41 + % 
* Paid this year 
CURB 
11% 8 3,000 Technicolor ........+++ cocessecs 9% 9% % +% 
3% 2 700 Trans Lux (106.).cccccccccccces 2% 2% 2% — % 
BONDS 
13 3% $125,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. '40..ccescecess Al 9 10% ##+1% 
66 51 17,000 Keith 6's, '46.......6- edescccese GH 62 62% + % 
96% 85 45,000 Loew 6's; ‘41. .cccccee écécccecee OF 93 %% -—-% 
93 85 22.000 Pathe: 7's, '87...ccocceres ods wt 92% 92% —% 
50% 29% 36,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 68, °47......++ 47 45 46% +1% 
50% 20% 92,000 Par-Pub 5%'s, '50.......00. ee 48% 45 48%  +3% 
38 18% 2,000 RKO debs @’s........ EE eT, Ret 84 —1 
59% 40% 154,000 Warner Bros. 6's, "89...+..+--. 56 51% 565% +2% 
OVER THE COUNTER, N. Y. 
Bid. Asked 
ly , rT re Roxy, ClasS A.scasececseecssesa a0 - ee 


Cross-Picketing of | 
Puts Theatres in Middle of 2 Unions 





Ontario Exhibs Hope 
Govt. Tax Guess Right 


Ottawa, March 5. 

Revenue derived through the 
amusement tax from theatres in 
Ontario last year totalled $904,591 
which was about equal to the re- 
turns for the previous year, 

With the upward trend in box 
office grosses during the past cou- 
ple of months, the Government has 
estimated 1934 amusement tax rev- 
enue at $1,008,000 or 11% more than 
the 1933 intake. 

Theatre owners are hoping the 
Government gets the million-odd 
because the business will also get 
its share of the prospective in- 
crease. 





Incorporations 


NEW YORK 
Albany. 


Sylvan Amusement Corp.; pictures, 
Plays, etc.; capital stock, 200 shares, no 
Par value. Harry H. Levine, Alice Levin 
and Jules Schlossberg, all of 521 Fifth 
avenue, New York. 

Film Rawstock Corp.; picture business 
capital stock, 100 shares, no par value. 
Anne Eichel, Belle G. Balatow and June 
— “ahem all of 1450 Broadway, New 

ork, 

First Champlain Producing Corp.; pic- 
tures; capital stock, $100,000. Benjamin 
B. Burton, 63 Wall street; Charles W. 
Rand, 1560 Broadway, and Shirley M. 
Sullivan, 308 Bast 79th street, all of New 
York, 

Harry Engel, Inc.; business of music 
publishers, etc.; capital stock, $20,000; 
Harry Engel, 719 Seventh avenue; Jacob 
Rudd and Jean Perlman, 545 Fifth ave- 
nue, all of New York, 

Goodsir Amusement Corp.; amusement 
devices of all kinds; capital stock, 200 
shares, no par value. Jos. Bonsignore. 
2902 West 17th street; John D’Errico, 5 
Pennat court, and Jos. Raziano, 228 
Montrose avenue, all of Brooklyn. 

Cronate Corp.; pictures, plays, etc.: 
capital stock, 2@0 shares, no par value. 
Michael Halperin, Robt. Morris and 
Leona Friedman, all of 521 Fifth avenue, 
New York. 

New Faces, Inc.; pictures, plays, etc.: 
capital stock, 200 shares, no par value. 
Walter J. Keeley and Herbert R. Berk. 
551 Fifth avenue, and L. Frank Baron, 
101 West 55th street, all of New Yor::. 

Ferbly Corp.; tickets for amusement 
places, etc.; capital stock, 10 shares, no 
par value. Lillian Baker, Louis M. 
Tamarin and Solomon H. Freisner, all 
of 41 Park Row, New York. 

Billy Rose’s Music Mall, Inc.; restau- 
rant and cafe business, plays, ete.; 
capital stock, 100 shares, no par value. 
June K. Rothman, Jule Cone and Betty 
Black, all of 1450 Broadway, New York. 

55th Street Group, Inc.; pictures, plays, 
etc.; capital stock, 100 shares, no par 
value. Paul J. Fowler, Samuel Seamon 
and Edw. Grebs, all of 140 West 42nd 
street, New York, ‘ 

Statement and Designation 

Liberty Pictures Corp., Los Angeles; 
motion picture productions, etc. New 
York office, 1776 Broadway. M. H. Hoff- 
man, president. 1,000 shares, no par 
value. Filed by Meyer H. Lavenstein, 
1776 Broadway, New York. 

Cc. G. Conn, Ltd., Elkhart, Ind.; mu- 
sical instruments, New York office, 117 
West 48th street. Alfred L. Smith, vice- 
president. $1,000,000. Filed by Smith & 
Isaacs, 349 East 49th street, Bronx. 

Dissolutions 


Change of Name 
From Harold Stern, Ine., to Harold 
Stern Orchestras, Inc.. Filed by Irving 
H. Lees, 22 East 40th street, New York. 
From Triple ‘S’ Pictures Corp. to 
Mutual Pictures Corp. Filed by Marks & 
Marks, 535 Fifth ayenue, New York, 
Memberships 
National Ballet Association, 


CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento. 
York Theatres, Inc. Capital stock, 
$20,000. None subscribed. Ben Gould, 


A. A. Goldstone, Bernard J. 
Harman-Ising Pictures, Inc. Capita) 
stock, $75,000. None subscribed. Hugh 
Harman, Rudolf C. Isling, Gordon Wilson. 
Globe Productions, Inc. Capital stock, 
$1,000. Subscribed, $30. L. J. Darmour, 
H. C. Hopper, L. M. Johnson. 

Western Shows, Inc. Capital stock, 
2,500 shares. Neo stock subscribed. Ray 
, Davidson, Lloyd Mitchell, L. Van Slyne. 

Mission Opera Assn, No capital stock. 
F. F. Gualano, Mrs. BE. E. Clark, Vincent 
Schilleci, L. H. Lubrecht, W. EB. Lang- 
ton, F. C. Galloway. 

Hollywood Chinese Theatre Operating 
Co. Capital stock, 1,000 shares. None 
subscribed. Joseph M. Schenck, Lou 
Anger, Charles P. Skouras, Charles A. 
Buckley. 

R. C. M. Productions, Ine. Capital, 
25,000, No stock subscribed. mB CC. 
Mercer, A. VanBeveren, James Hand- 
schiegl. 

Fine Aris Pictures, Ine., Ltd. Capital 
stock, 1,000 shares. None subscribed. 
Ernest W. Pitney, Mildred Rock, Martha 
Thorne. 

Hallam Cooley Agency, Ime. Capita! 
stock, 100 shares. None subscribed. Hal- 
lam Cooley, Irene Josephine 
Triplett. 

Florence Theatre Corp. Capital stock, 
$25,000. None’ subscribed. Fred W 
Siegal, Myrl Fishburn, John Marshall. 


Permits to Sell Stock 


Hallam Cooley Agency, Ine. Motion 
picture productions. To issue all of 
capital stock, 100 shares, no par value. 


OKLAHOMA . 
Oklahoma City. 

Atlas Amusement Co., Stillwater, Okla. 

Capital stock, $65,000, Incorporators, 

Joseph H, Cooper, New York City. Ray 

H. Russ, Stillwater, and Pat McGee, 
Oklahoma City, Okla, 

Inea Amusement Co., Okmulgee, Okla. 

Capital stock, $5,000. Incorporators, Pat 

McGee and J. H. Everest, both Oklahoma 


Leavitt. 


Malloy, 





City, and Joseph H, Cooper, New York 
City. 


* 


Adirondack Amusement Co., Inc., 
Boonville. Filed by Albert V. Moore, } 
Boonville. 





Bway Delaxers. 


Recurrence of the cross-picketing 
of theatres by New York Operatora, 
Local 306, and its adversary of a 
year ago, Empire State Operators, 
which resulted in months of dam. 
age to theatres which could do 
nothing about it, is being staged in 
the union squabble between 306 and 
Allied Operators. 

The latter union, organized close 
to a year ago at the time the Indee 
pendent Theatre Owners of Amer« 
ica came into existence, decided to 
copy the manner of attack effec. 


tively used by Empire before a 
truce was reached and on Thurs- 
day (1) Allied pickets appeared in 
front of all the big downtown 
Broadway houses which employ 306 
men. Instantly the older union, 306, 
which is chartered by the A. F. of 
L., started to picket houses which 
have Allied operators in their 
booths. In the downtown Broads 
way zone thus included the Crie 
terion and Globe, both operated by 
independents. 


Theatre operators immediately 
became furious at the cross-pickete 
ing. Their position is the same as 
it was during the old 306-Empire 
tussle, with the operators picketing 
theatres in a fight that is strictly 
between unions rather than with 
the theatres. 


Music Hall, Par, Cap 


Appearing in front of such houses 
as the Music Hall, Paramount and 
Capitol, which employ 306 operators 
under yearly contract, the Allied 
pickets are carrying sandwich cards 
that are branded as insurgent and 
creating an entirely erroneous im« 
pession with the public. The Allied 
sign reads: ‘An appeal. Do not 
patronize this theatre. It’s manages 
ment does not employ union operae- 
tors (and below that line in smaller 
type), members of Allied Operators.’ 


The 306 pickets are going after 
Allied in a different manner, its 
signs stating that the courts have 
branded Allied as a company union, 


This occurred a few weeks ago in 
the Supreme Court, with decision 
upheld by the Appellate Division, 
as one move of 306 leading up to 
trial of its $1,000,000 damage suit 
against the ITOA, its theatre 
owner members and Allied Opera- 
tors, on grounds defendants have 
conspired to injure 306. 


COURT WILL DECIDE 
WB FRANCHISE CASE 


Minneapolis, March 5. 


It will devolve upon the federal 
court here to decide if a clause pro- 
viding for arbitration, in case of 
failure to agree on prices, invali« 
dates a 10-year franchise for War« 
ner Brothers’ pictures still having 
six years to run. As a defense to 
terminate the franchise, Warners, 
defendants in an action brought by 
the Albert Lea, Minn., Amusement 
Co., to compel the local exchange to 
deliver its product, claims that the 
arbitration clause renders it invalid. 

Split came this year when the 
parties could not agree on prices 
and, in the face of such inability, 
W.-B. declined to deliver pictures 
to the company’s theatre. First 
round was won.by W. B. last week 
when Judge Nordbye, in federal 
court, denied plaintiff's petition for 
an order compelling delivery of 
‘Footlight Parade.’ Instead, the 
court ‘ruled that the case should be 
tried on its merits this week. 

The amusement company received 
the franchise in return for the sur- 
render of certain shares of First 
National stock as well as other con- 
siderations. Warners asked the 
theatre company 40 percent of the 
gross for ‘Footlight Parade.’ The 
company countered with 20 percent. 








L. A. to N. Y. 


Charles P. Skouras. 
Major Aibert Warner. 
John Zanft. 

Max Friedlander. 
Bernard Zimmer, 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Jules Levy. 
Joe Rivkin. 
John Schultz. 
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Finn Submits His C. A. Report: 
389,000 Wage Earners in Pictures 


The report submitted to the NRA 
by John Flinn, executive secretary 
the code authority, in 
yesterday (Monday), 
with additional em- 
ployment and increased overhead. 
It observes that ‘the time has not 
yet arrived for criticism or praise.’ 

Some 389,000 wage earners in 
films are figured directly affected 
by the code. Since the President’s 
hours and wage scale has been in 


effect theatre overhead has_ in- 
creased between 10 and 15%. Costs 
of major production are figured be- 
tween 25% and 35% higher, while 
home 


for film 


Washington 
deals mainly 


office and distribution pay- 
rolls are figured to be in the neigh- 
borhood of $700,000 higher at the 
close of this year than they were in 
*33. 

Report does not deal specifically 
with the status of the box-office, 
veering from any attempt to cal- 
culate a percentage of increase. In- 
dividual instances, however, are 
cited. Inter-State circuit is pre- 
sented as an example as to its in- 
crease of grosses since it combined 
vaudeville units with pictures. 
References are made to other but 
unnamed circuits. These have to 
do with increased payrolls. 

Flinn’s Outline 

In reviewing the work of the Code 
Authority, Flinn touches upon the 
various divisions of the industry as 
fol'ows: 

1. Motion Picture Production: 

Labor. Complete classifications 
of studio labor other than artist 
labor, is set forth with wage sched- 
ules, most of which are protected 
mutually by period contracts with 
labor organizations. 

Artists. Standing committees, nu- 
merous in personnel and in number 
are provided for, members of which 
are appointed by the Code Authority 
in some instances. More than 15,000 
artists ranking from classified ex- 
tras to writers, directors and screen 
stars, are given representation in 
most cases equally with studio man- 
agement on these committees and 
boards. Other relationships, here- 
tofore governed solely by individual 
contracts between artists and studio 
employers, are subject to regulation 
and control under the Administra- 
tive machinery of the Code. 

2. Vaudeville and _ presentation 
actor labor: 

The Code provides for minimum 
wage scales for artists and maxi- 
mum hour limitations for some art- 
ists under numerous classifications 
of talent, appearing on stages in 
vaudeville and motion picture thea- 
tres. A survey recently completed 
by the Code Authority reveals that 
more than 4,000 such artists are at 
present actively engaged in their 
profession, most of them moving 
weekly or more frequently from one 
theatre to another. 

3. Distribution: 

More than 700 individual film ex- 
changes are situated throughout the 
United States in more than 40 cities, 
called distributing centers. Half of 
these represent branch offices of 
national motion picture distributors. 
The remainder are independent ter- 
ritorial distributing offices. The 
Code makes mandatory issuance of 
fire protection regulations promul- 
gated by the Code Authority ap- 
plicable to all of these distributing 
offices. The Code provides machin- 
ery for regulation of trade practices 
affecting the functions of the film 
exchanges. 

4. Exhibition: 

There are in active operation be- 
tween 14,000 and 15,000 theatres in 
the United States, of which more 
than two-thirds are in competitive 
zones. The Cade contains detailed 
schedules of theatre labor and wage 
Classifications; also provisions for 
arbitration of wage disputes. Un- 
fair trade practices of numerous 
kinds are prohibited by the Code 
and machinery of a volunteer co- 
operative nature is provided for the 
settlement of protests and grievance 
between theatres and between thea- 
tres and exchanges. 


Mrs. Barnhardt Asks Divorce 
Joliet, Ill... March 5. 
Mrs. Irma Barnhardt, daughter of 
Louis M. Rubens, president of the 


Royal Theatres Co., Joliet, Ill., has 
filed suit for divorce from John C. 
sarnharadt, alleging desertion. They 
were married in 1930. Barnhardt is 
emploved bv a Joliet mortuary as 
an embalmet 





! Walter Immerman, Balaban & Katz 


Singers’ Guild Wants to 
Be In on Code, Too 


Hollywood, March 5. 
Singers Guild, AFL affiliate, wants 
to be included in picture code and 
has filed a new brief with Charles 
H. Cunningham, local NRA chief, 
following Sol Rosenblatt’s ruling to 
the code extra committee that sing- 
ers weren't in their jurisdiction. 
Singers’ claim is that warbling is 
equivalent of essential story lines 
and should entitle them to mini- 
mum of $25 per day. 











2 Chi Grievance | 
Boards Set Up; 
50 Cases on Tap 


Chicago, March 5. 

Code authorities have finally ap- 
pointed the two boards to settle 
grievances and clearance and zon- 
ing. Approximately 50 cases are un- 
derstood awaiting the board’s start 
next week. Most of the squawks 
will come under grievances, exhibs 
complaining that they are unable to 
secure sufficient product. This is 
due in the main to the overcrowd- 
ing in certain neighborhoods locally. 
As far as clearance and zoning 
there is little difficulty in this ter- 
ritory, the present release system 
being admittedly the finest and most 
equitable in the country. 

Grievance board setup has Charles 
Regan, Paramount exchange, as af- 
filiated distributor; Irving Mandel, 
of Security, as indie distrib; James 
Coston, Warner theatres, for circuit 
operator, and Nate Wolf as: indie 
exhibitor. Lowe B. Mason, former 
state senator, is the fifth member 
of the board. 

Zoning Setup 

On the clearance and zoning 
board are Felix Mendelsohn, Metro. 
affiliated distrib; Henry MHerbel, 
Universal, as unaffiliated distrib; 


as circuit operator; Jack Rose as 
independent exhibitor; Jack Miller, 
of Exhibitors Association, for the 
circuit organization, and Aaron 
Saperstein, Allied, for the independ- 
ent exhibitors association. Outside 
member of this board is Judge Hugo 
Friend. 

Wrangegling over the boards have 
suddenly subsided on the row. 
Boards in both cases are agreeable 
to both big and small exhibitors. 
In fact, it’s the first time in local 
history that both sides of the pic- 
ture fence have agreed on anything. 


Par’s Hub Huddle 


On return from Miami of Sam 
Dembow, Jr., and Y. Frank Free- 
man in a week or so, a meeting will 
be held in Boston with Publix New 
England operators and partners to 
discuss policies, outline home office 
admi-_istration, etc. It will be sim- 
ilar to the Atlanta, Dallas, Des 
Moines and Jacksonville confer- 
ences already held. 

Ralph A. Kohn, Par v.-p. in 
charge of theatre operation, will 
preside at the Boston meeting, at 
which another member of the ad- 
visory. committee of six will be; 
chosen. Kohn returned to New 
York Friday (2). 

Advance is that Martin J. Mullin, 
veteran Publix operator, will be 
picked to join E. V. Richards, Karl 
Hoblitzelle ,A. H. Blank and N. L. 
Nathanson, who were previously 
elected to represent their terri- 
tories on the board. Sixth on the 
committee will probably be Barney 
Balaban. 

George 








J. Schaefer, Par's distri- 
bution chieftain, is expected back 
in New York tomorrow (Wednes- 
day) from Miami. He was delayed 
by a bad cold. Immediately on get- 
ting back, Schaefer will take up 








new program plans for 1934-'35 





If All Together 





Film reaction to President 
Roosevelt's message to the 
NRA code convention in Wash- 
ington yesterday (Monday) was 
that pictures can stand fewer 
working hours and higher 
wages if all :ndustries are so 
affected simultaneously. 

This was also the stand 
taken by some of the repre- 
sentatives of the picture code 
before leaving for Washing- 
ton Sunday night. 


Allied Reps Duck 
Rosy at Capital: 


Johnson's Points 











Washington, March 5. 
Sol Rosenblatt demonstrated last 
week at NRA’s ‘field day for criti- 
cism’ that he was waiting for the 
Allied States Association. 


Scheduled to appear before con- 
ferences on code administration and 
problems of small. enterprises, 
Abram F. Myers, Allied’s chief 
counsel; Sidney Samuelson and W. 
A. Steffes, Myers’ principal hench- 
men, passed up their opportunity to 
speak after word got around that 
Rosy would be present and was 
primed with a number of questions. 

While no explanation was forth- 
coming from the Allied contingent 
about their failure to show, it was 
understood Myers decided that the 
best strategy would be to file a 
brief and escape any tangle with 
the code boss. Nathan Yamins, in- 
die member of the code authority, 
likewise failed to present any views 
on these two problems, 

General overhauling of all codes 
in immediate future was promised 
at the opening session by Gen. 
Hugh S. Johnson. Film pact, along 
with other operating agreements, 
will be perfected to remedy these 
conditions. Instead of reopening 
codes, it is expected modifications 
and amendments will be made by 
President Roosevelt in the form of 
amendments to his original execu- 
tive orders approving the docu- 
ments. 

Johnson’s List 

Among points listed by Johnson 
for attention are: 

Perfected means: of financing code 
authority work to prevent gouging 
and racketeering. 

Further shortening of hours and 
raising of wage scales to increase 
purchasing power and expand em- 
ployment. 

Uniform method of providing 
government representation. 

Greater voice in administration to 
both labor and the consuming pub- 
lic. 

Better means of insuring com- 
pliance with code provisions and 
for strengthening power of author- 
ities. 

Greater protection for small en- 
terprises and prevention of major 
domination. 





Drastic Code Changes Are Not 


Anticipated in Wash. This Week; 
Allied Wants Kuykendall Off CA. 





200 DUD COMPLIANCES 
BEING RECEIVED DAILY 


The Film Code Authority is daily 
receiving corrected blanks in a 
batch of 200 dud compliances. These 


were submitted with qualifications 
inserted by various signers. They 
were automatically rejected, as the 





code must be accepted without 
qualification. 
The C. A. in such instances again 


has to inform such signers of their 
error and to enclose new blanks for 
their signatures. 





Expect Dictator 
To Be Appointed 
By Allied Out in N.W. 


Minneapolis, March 5. 


As a ‘Mussolini’ to dictate to the 
territory’s independent exhibitors 
what films they shall buy and what 
prices they shall pay for them, 
Northwest Allied States is expected 
to appoint F. W. Murphy, attorney 
and Democratic leader, as general 
manager, with full power to act in 
all matters. 

At the largest attended meeting 
in the organization’s history, a 
committee of six was appointed to 
devise a better plan of functioning 
and to select the ‘Mussolini.’ Com- 
mittee comprises Eddie Ruben, Jo- 
seph Friedman, Abe Kaplan, Bonnie 
Benfield, H. B. Smoots and Will 
Glaser. Murphy was recently en- 
gaged by Northwest Allied as gen- 
eral counsel and legal adviser. 

W. A. Steffes, president of the or- 
ganization, confessed that the body 
had been ineffective and said that he 





was a ‘failure’ as a leader. Other 
exhibitors complained that the 
northwest was the country’s sap 


territory as far as film prices are 
concerned and that its exhibitors 
pay much more for films than those 
in the Chicago and Milwaukee dis- 
tricts. The organization expressed 
the determination to handle no 
more pictures on a percentage basis. 


One member announced his in- 
tention of personally checking on 
any fellow exhibitor who signed a 
contract to pay 40% of the gross 
on any picture, and declared he 
would see to it that such exhibitor 
didn’t ‘cheat’ on the producer. 


Organization went on_ record 
unanimously in opposing the new 
industry code and in refusing to 
sign it. Six of the more than $00 
exhibitors present said they had 
signed, but announced they would 
withdraw their assents. Answers 
to questionnaires sent out indicated 
that 36 of 280 exhibitors in the state 
had signed, Steffes said. 





Figure Exhibs from Three Angles on 
C. A. Costs; Estimate 3006 Budget 





When the Code Authority meets 
on March 12 it expects to dispose of 
the last of its work on field forces 
and get down to the business of 


determininz: how filmdom is going 
to be taxed to keep the NRA func- 
tioning. From indications in codis- 
tic ranks, the exhibitor is slated to 
curry a goodly share of the burden 
in administration costs, 

As viewed by code workers, the 
most feasible of many taxation plans 
up for consideration is one wherein 
producers and distributors, as a 
single group, would contribute a 








Trendie’s Visit 


George Trendle was in New York 
last week talking over film deals | 
with Metro and discussing his De- | 


troit operation with Publix. 

Trendle’s six-month deal for oper- 
ation of the Detroit Publix houses 
comes up for renewal consideration 
month 


in about a 


percentage of their intake, much as 
Hays members pay dues. 

Collecting from the exhibitor is 
the knotty problem. Codists are 
mindful that intricate or fancy sys- 
tems, requiring checkers, might 
send code costs sky high. Also, that 
the method must not involve any 
angles which might kick back with 
charges of unfairness. 


Accordingly, the theatre owne! 





will likely be considered from three 
perspectives and taxed accordingly. 
The run of his house, his seating 
capacity and the population of his 
zone, 

Total costs of operating the code 
have been estimated all the way 
from $250,000 to $550,000 per year. 
While the exact costs will not be 
known until after the C.A. has in- 
dulged in some more arithmetic. 
codists during the past few days are 
inclined to $300,000 as about nearer 
correct now. 

Delay in the financial picture, it 
is also declared, has largely been 
due to the protracting of code as- 
sent deadlines. The latest deadline, 
now fairly certain for March 10, will 
give the C.A. at its meeting two 


days later a complete knowledge as | ; 
; tion 


and 
ap- 
that 
had 


to the number of signatories 
thus enable the burden to be 
portioned with an accuracy 
could not have been achieved 
the taxation table 


a month or six Weeks aco 


| 
| 


been attermmnted 





Regarding the NRA code conven- 
tion in Washington which 
opened yesterday (Monday), major 
ecodists were confident that so far 
as filmdom is concerned there is 
little on the code record to provide 
any material changes in the set-up 
at this time. Reason is that the 
formula cannot be considered ef- 
fective until zoning and grievance 
boards have had an opportunity to 
test the provisions of the code itself. 
Therefore, they see slim chance of 
any general reopening of the code 


week 


this week. 

Before the end of the week, how- 
ever, certain of the codists lkelieve 
that Lesides the fight precipitaied 
over the weekend by Allied Exhib- 
itors’ release of a schedule of at- 
tack, the 10% cancellation clause 
may bring about a clash between 
the major companies and the gov- 
ernment. 

On Saturday (3) it was being re- 
ported that when this clause was 
conceded by the majors in Wash- 
ington last fall the understanding 
was that only film contracts made 
after the code had been signed 


would be affected. This issue is 
likely to be raised in any foray over 


Divisional Administrator Rosen- 
blatt’s subsequent ruling. 
Believed Too Hasty 
At the same time some of the 


more neutral members of the Code 
Authority Board are expressing the 
belief that a few of the majors are 
being a little too hasty in their ex- 
ceptions; that a private check-up of 
contracts, understood to have been 
made during the past week, reveals 
hundreds of agreements now exist- 
ent which will not be affected by 
the eliminations clause since they 
do not represent 100% bookings of 
the product of various producers. 


Price fixing, the bane of the aver- 
age industry, is reported to have 
caused no concern whatsoever to 
pictures. Competition is regarded 
by film men as too highly geared to 
let this matter become an issue in 
filmdom. 

The fact that the film industry 
has finally agreed to all of the field 
machinery, and that this may likely 
be put into motion before the end 
of the month, will silence most 
charges of picture code stalling, 
some of the codists believe. The 
committee which had the job of ap- 
pointing bureau members met 14 
times and devoted approximately 84 
hours to this undertaking alone, ac- 
cording to John Flinn, the Author- 
ity’s secretary, who was personally 
present at most of these sessions. 
Realization that further hours 
would avail them little, and that the 
CA can at any time exercise its pre- 
rogative of removal, is reported to 
have convinced the committee that 
more time in closed sessions wvuuld 
be a waste and that changes, if 
necessary, can be made later after 
the machinery has had a chance to 
operate, 

What Allied Seeks 

Among eight changes sought by 
Allied is one for the removal of Ed 
Kuykendall, head of the MPTOA, 
from the Code Authority because 
of his ‘bias and unfitness to serve 
by intemperate public utterances 
and by his conduct as a member of 
the Code Authority. It is believed 
that the minority report filed by Mr. 
Yamins will disclose this fact.’ 

Kuykendall in his reply on Satur- 
day said, ‘Il can show that for every 
independent exhibitor on their ros- 
ter [ have nine on my own. Allied 
at the start tried to keep me off 
the Authority. And they have op- 
posed the NRA, their general coun- 
sel, Abram Myers, urging exhibitors 
at one time not to sign unqualified 
assents. Nate Yamins, their repre- 
sentative on the Authority, is sore 
because 1 put him on the sp&. Aj- 
lied doesn’t want men on the zoning 
and grievance boards unless they 
are members of its own organiza- 
wants several of the 


also 


Allied 


codists to have powers equivalent 

to those of Rosenblatt, an enlarged 

authority and additional indie repe 
ition in the field foree, 
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LA Gives ‘Nana’ Excellent $12,000; 


Mandalay’ $14,200 Day-and-Date: 
Lombardo on Stage Repeat, 176 


Los Angeles, March 5. 
State tax, income tax, Lent and 
rent were the elements that sort of 
threw a kink into the general box 
office take this week. That goes for 
the neighborhoods as well as the 
first run group of houses. 


Paramount is the leader of the de 
with ‘No More 


luxe contingent 
Women’ on the screen and Guy 
Lombardo outfit on the stage. Bus- 


iness did not start off at same pace 
as the previous Lombardo engage- 
ment and will hit around the $17,000 
mark. ‘The Cat and the Fiddle,’ at 
the State, not a warm factor at all. 
‘Nana,’ with heavy campaigning, got 
around $3,000 on first two days at 


the United Artists, and though not 
what expected, will last two weeks 
at the house. 

Both Warner houses doing oke 
with ‘Mandalay, with Hollywood 
running about $200 ahead on the 
week over Downtown. Chinese at 


new policy holding up in neat shape 
and looks as though ‘Queen Chris- 
tina,’ now in fourth week, will last 
couple more, to be followed by 
‘Rothschild.’ ‘Devil Tiger,’ in sec- 
ond week at Four Star, holding up 
in better style than expected. ‘It 
Happened One Night,’ at RKO, 
started off at good pace to week of 
around $6,500. 
Estimates for This Week 


Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 55- 
$1.10—‘Queen Christina’ (MG) and 
stage show (4th week). Matinee 
trade unusually heavy and looks 
like an easy $11,000. Last week 
third stanza just fell hundred short 
of $14,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Mandalay’ (FN). Started off 
at fair clip and will come home with 
$7,000. Last week ‘Fashion Follies 
of 1934’ (WB) kind off the clip they 


figured with a $6,500 take. Spent 
plenty to sell it. 
Four Star (Fox) (900; 50-75)— 


‘Devil Tiger’ (Fox) (2d week). Hold- 
ing up in very good fashion and 
will wind up with around $2,900 
which is profit. Last week first 
stanze breezed in with plenty at 
$4,300. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Mandalay’ (FN). First day 
was not hot but picked up on 
second and looks like around $7,200. 
Last week ‘Fashion Follies 1934’ 
(WB) not as torrid as calculated 
but showed house profit at $7,600. 

Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) (2,800: 
15-35)—‘The Big Chance’ (Eagle) 
and ‘Cross Country Cruise’ (U) 
split. Kind off of here and will 
come home with around $3,200, not 


zood. Last week ‘The Morning 
After’ (Gaumont) and ‘Mystery 
Liner’ (Monogram) fair trade at 
$3,800. 


Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 15-25-40) 
—vYou Can’t Buy Everything (MG) 
and ‘Sleepers East’ (Fox) split. 
Playing to lot of people but not 
enough to turn red to black. Do 
around $3,100. Last week ‘Fugitive 


Lovers’ (MG) and ‘The Poor Rich’ 
(U) was tough sledding to hit 
3,200. 


Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 25- 
40)—‘No More Women’ (Par) and 
stage show. It’s the Lombardo band 
that is helping house plenty to hit 
$17,000 which is oke for house but 
not helpful to band on split of gross. 
Last week ‘Bolero’ (Par) picture on 
its own was responsible for a smash 
take of $19,600. 

RKO (2,950; 25-40)—‘It Happened 
One Night’ (Col). Will tune out at 
around $6,500. Last week ‘Lost 
Patrol’ (RKO) second and final 
week for this one hopped up bit at 
end to windup with $6,500. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 25-40)— 
‘The Cat and the Fiddle’ (MG). 
Pretty tough going for this one that 
will come home with around $10,000. 
Last week ‘David Harum’ (Fox) in 
for nine days’ sojourn came through 
with $16,000 which is plenty good 
trade. 

United Artists (Grauman) (2,100; 
25-35-40-55)—‘Nana’ (UA). Looks 
as though it will hit around the 
$12,000 mark, excellent. Last week 
‘Moulin Rough’ (20th Century) for 
final five days of second week came 
home with $5,600 which is oke. 


CAT FIDDLE’ TOPS 
MONTREAL, $10,000 


Montreal, March 5. 

Nothing outstanding. Third week 
of Lent seems to offer no surprises 
in grosses currently, with Capitol 
showing ‘Cat and Fiddle’ as the pick 
of the bunch. Weather has improved 
and outlook is for mild tempera- 
tures for week-end. Theatres packed 
for cheap showings and not so good 
for top prices. 

‘Cat and Fiddle’ has had couple of 
weeks’ publicity due to repeat of 
Garbo pic and should get a little 
extra on that, but best guess not 








showing ‘Six of a Kind’ and ‘Search 
for Beauty,’ which should collect 
$8,500. Loew’s has been holding up 
lately and has ‘Four Frightened 
People’ and usual vaude with bal- 








let background. Looks like $9,500. 
‘Let's Fall in Love’ and ‘East of 
Fifth Avenue’ at Princess should be 
good for $7,000. Imperial comes 
back to pix with ‘Madame Sans- 
Gene’ for about $1,500, and Cinema 
de Paris repeats for the seventh 
week of ‘Fanny’ still holding up at 
$1,200. 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 50)—'Six of a 

Kind’ (Par), and ‘Search for Beau- 
ty’ (Par). Good average pix for 
this town and with better weather 
should gross around $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Carolina’ (Fox), and ‘Jimmy 
and Sally’ (Fox), grossed fair $9,000. 
Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60)—‘Cat and 
Fiddle’ MG). Has had plenty pub- 
licity with stars locally popular and 
should top town at $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Christina’ (MG) repeat got a 
nice $8,000. 
Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 65)—‘Fright- 
ened People’ (Par) and vaude. This 
should hold grosses up around $9,- 
500. Last week, ‘I Am Suzanne’ 
(Fox) and vaude did well at $10,000. 
Princess (CT) (1,900; 50)—‘Let’s 
Fall in Love’ (Col), and ‘East of 
Fifth Avenue’ (Col). Princess stand- 
ard pix which ought to gross up to 
$7,000. Repeat of ‘Nana’ (UA) last 
week grossed a nice $7,000. 

Imperial (France-Film) (1,600; 
50)—‘Madame Sans Gene.’ Back to 
French pix with chance for $1,500. 
Last week no pictures. 
Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘Fanny’ (7th week). This 
looks like being fixture al) Lent 
with grosses stable around $1,000- 
$1,200. 


Bolero’ 156s; 
Over-Dualled 
Buffalo So-So 





Buffalo, March 5. 
Better business seems to have 
subsided with a lull at the box of- 
fices evidenced in most quarters. 


Theatres seem to be marking time 
with little to excite business either 
currently or in the offing. 

Double feature policy at the Hipp, 
with vaudeville yanked after many 
years. Looks as if the double fea- 
ture policy is being played to death 
with four downtown houses operat- 
ing on double policy and distribu- 
ting business about even among 
them, 

Weather has modulated here- 
abouts which may give box offices 
chance at recovery after the coldest 
February in local history. 

Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55)— 
‘Bolero’ (Par) and stage show. 
About average business to start and 
looks headed for something under 
$15,000. Last week ‘Queen Chris- 
tina’ (MG) and stage show. Held 
up to expectations and somewhat 
better Garbo feature highly spoken 
of but weather nipped the opening 
days of run. Got $16,00t. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-35)— 
‘Meanest Gal in Town’ (RKO) and 
‘Eight Girls in Boat’ (Par). An- 
other double feature program, but 
prospects look like figures under 
last week’s business. May go to 
$6,000. Last week ‘Dark Hazard’ 
(FN) and ‘Sons of the Desert’ (MG). 
Fell off despite what looked like two 
good features. $6,300. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 25-40) 
—T Am Suzanne’ (Fox) and ‘Search 
for Beauty’ (Par). Headed for 
about same average as for the last 
month and perhaps slightly better. 
Lucky to get $6,000. Last week 


‘After Tonight’ (RKO) and ‘Six of 
a Kind’ (Par). Very much floppo 
at $5,500. 


Century (Shea) (3,400; 25)—‘Hold 
That Girl’ (Fox) and ‘Women in 
His Life’ (MG). Started slow and 
will probably fall under last week’s 
figures. Neither feature calculated 
to excite much at the box office. 
May get $5,500. Last week ‘I’ve Got 
Your Number’ (WB) and ‘Cradle 
Song’ (Par). Well balanced pro- 
gram bettered estimates at $6,000. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25)—‘It 
Happened One Night’ (Col) and 
Before Midnight’ (Col). May go 
$7,500. Last week ‘Chance at 
Heaven’ (RKO) and ‘Fog’ (Col). 
Picked up neatly and with well 
rounded show -was able to get near- 
ly $7,000. 





likely to exceed $10,000. sada 


TACOMA HOTCHA 


All 3 Houses Doing Well; ‘Nellie’ 
and ‘Number’ $5,000 at Roxy 








Tacoma, March 5. 
Sale in person, with com- 
;pany, in for four days at Ham- 
rick’s Music Box pepping up the 
b. o., While fair attractions help the 
| situation at the Blue Mouse. 
Moderate weather also proving 
laid to biz this week. 
Estimates for This Week 





Chic 


Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 25- 
35)—‘I've Got Your Number’ (WB) 
four days, with Chic Sale on stage; 
‘Hi Nellie’ (WB) for three days. 


Combo ought to get big $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Roman Scandals’ (UA) fine 
$4,900. 

Roxy (J-wH) (1,300; 25-35) — ‘It 
Happened One Night’ (Col). Head- 
ed for $5,000, okay. Last week, 
‘Let’s Fall in Love’ (Col) held only 
three days, $1,400 slow; then ‘You 
Can't Buy Everything’ (MG) good 
five days, $2,900, for 8 day total of 
$4,400, okay. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 15- 
25)—'Big Shakedown’ (FN) and 
‘Madame Spy’ (U) split, expects 
$2,000, okay. Last week, ‘Massacre’ 
(FN) and ‘Invisible Man’ (U) split, 
$2,000, good. 


Stage Shows Oke 
In Prov.; Albee 
136; State Same 


Providence, March 5. 


Stage shows have the edge once 
more here. Four different spots 
sporting flesh entertainment, and 
with plenty of emphasis. Opposish 
from the straight picture houses 
virtually nil as bills are tepid. 

So far RKO Albee ‘appears to 
have the advantage over all com- 
petitors with Midway Nights on 
stage and ‘The Poor Rich’ on the 
screen. House is cashing in on swell 
ballyhoo caused by row over adver- 
tising the bill Ads plenty sexy, 
papers registering no kick until 
squawks started to flow in from 
clubwomen; then the leading daily 
here threw out the ads and replaced 
with less objectionable copy. 
Mayor gave theatre more public- 
ity when he called the dailies and 
gave them a story to the effect he 
had instructed police censor to clean 
up the show. Mayor has no author- 
ity to pass upon theatre programs, 
but used his official position to 
bring weight. 

Laugh was on ‘hizzoner’ and the 
old gals who complained. The show 
was given a clean bill of health by 
police censor who claimed it one of 
the tamest productions he had ever 
passed upon. Judging by the open- 
ing pace gross should be well over 
$12,500. 

Loew’s State is ahead of Albee on 
gross, but business not compara- 
tively as good. Loew’s vaudeville is 
about the best house has had in 
months, and with this dandy sup- 
port, ‘Mystery of Mr. X’ on screen, 
should have no difficulty in tilting 
at least $13,500. f 

Fay’s has ‘I’ve Got Your Number 
on the screen and Jane and Kather- 
ine Lee heading the new stage show. 
Gross will be around average at 
$6,500. 

Majestic and the Paramount will 
have mild week, judging from the 
present pace. Bills just ordinary, 
and not enough drawing power. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fay’s (2,200; 15-25-40)—‘TI've Got 
Your Number’ (WB) and vaude- 
ville. Bill just so-so, and unless 
there’s a sudden switch this spot 

(Continued on page 27) 


Denver Brags About Mild 
Winter; ‘Bolero’ $7,000; 
‘Nana, $8,900, Very Nice 


Denver, March 5. 


Weather for the past winter un- 
heard of for Denver. Delightful 
most of time and only coid few 
days. Four brief snowstorms best 
reasons for grosses holding up most 
of winter. Usually there’s at least 
three months’ cold weather, with 
plenty of snow and several weeks 
below zero, at least at night, but 
thermometer has kept above zero 
all winter. Orpheum did better Sat- 
urday than other recent big week 
when Sally Rand was here. That 
week she got plenty of the credit 
for the huge gross but this week 
its the picture that’s dragging 
them in. 

Last week the worst blizzard of 
the winter hit on Saturday, hung 
on through Sunday, and gave Den- 
ver the lowest temperature of the 
season, and hurt every theatre in 
town. The Orpheum felt it less 
than any other house, although on 

















Sunday, at 2:30, the Paramount had 
its first holdout in months and 


Devil Tiger’ $20,000: ‘Hips’ $1400; 
‘Nana’ $14,000 at Aldine, Philly 





months. Folks evidently just had 
to see ‘Sons of the Desert,’ regard- 
less of the blizzard, 

Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Huffman (1,500; 25-40) 
—‘Beloved’ (U). Fair with $4,000. 
Last week, ‘I Am Suzanne’ (Fox), 
did only an average $3,500. Pic- 
ture plugged strongly as a story 
of puppeteers, and Denver, not 
caring for that sort of entertain- 
ment, stayed away, although the 
house apparently drew its regular 
clientele through the week, regard- 
less of the storm. 

Denham (Hillborn) (1,500; 25-30- 
40)—‘Bolero’ (Par). Around $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Good Dame’ (Par), with 
a smooth-running stage show, 
Henry Santry and his ‘Soldiers of 
Fortune,’ started off for the next 
to the best business ever done by 
this house, but the snowstorm, Sat- 
urday and Sunday, stopped it, al- 
though the house was comfortably 
filled most of those days. House 
had holdouts every day but those 
two, and finished with $9,000, 50% 
above normal, 


Denver (Huffman) (2,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Nana’ (UA). Very nice $8,500. 
Last week, ‘Moulin Rouge’ (UA), 


finished with an average week. Film 
pulled fairly steady all week, and 
barring the snowstorm, should have 
done a third more. Took in $7,500. 

Orpheum (Huffman) (2,600; 25- 
40-50)—It Happened One Night’ 


(Col) and stage show, with Al 
Lyons. Around $14,000. Last week, 
‘This Side of Heaven’ (MG) con- 


tinued the dip that has been under 
way at the Orpheum the past two 
weeks, but still finished with $11,000. 

Paramount (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 
40)—‘Sons of the Desert’ (MG) and 
‘Massacre’ (FN), split. ‘Sons’ held 
over from three days on previous 
week and ‘Massacre’ will be held 
three days on next week. Only 
house in town running from Sun- 
day to Sunday; $3,500. Last week, 
‘Easy to Love’ (WB) and ‘Sons of 
the Desert’ (MG), split, did average 
because the latter picture pulled the 
house out of the dumps to finish 
with $2,500. ‘Sons’ gave the house 
the only holdout it has had in many 
a moon, and that in the middle of 
the snowstorm. Laurel and Hardy 
popular with most picture fans in 
Denver. 





AT FOX, CAT 
$27,000, DET. 


Detroit, March 5. 
Three outstanding attractions all 
making a bid for business this week 


with warmer weather helping. 

Fox looks like the best bet with 
‘The New Yorkers’ on stage and 
‘David Harum’ on screen. United 
Artists with ‘Queen Christina’ is 
hoping for a run after a series of 
disappointing one-week stands. The 
Michigan is enjoying itself with ‘Cat 
and Fiddle’ and ‘Blackbirds’ on the 
stage. 

State goes into a cheaper policy 
without stage shows and dual bills. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fox (Inde-RKO) (5,100; 15-25-35- 
40-55), ‘David Harum’ (Fox) and 
‘New Yorkers,’ tab. Will do swell 
$30,000. Last week ‘It Happened 
One Night’ (Col), $30,000. 

Michigan (Par) (4,045; 15-25-35- 
40-55), ‘Cat and Fiddle’ (M-G) and 
‘Blackbirds’ unit. Good $27,000. 
Last week ‘Good Dame’ (Par) mild 
$17,000. 

United Artists (Par) (2,018; 15- 
25-35-40-55), ‘Christina’ (M-G). Up 
for pleasant $15,000. Last week 
‘Nana’ (UA) mild $8,500. 

Fisher (Par) (2,750; 15-25-35-40), 
‘This Side of Heaven’ (M-G). Fair 
enough at $5,000. Last week ‘Six of 
a Kind’ (Par) $5,000. 

Downtown (RKO-Inde) (2,665; 15- 
25-35-40), It Happened One Night’ 





(Col). Moved over from Fox and 
about $6,000. Last week ‘Meanest 
tal in Town’ (Fox) and ‘Sleepers 


East’ (Fox) mild $3,500. 

State (Par) (3,000; 15-25-35-40), 
‘No More Women’ (Par) and ‘Six of 
Kind’ (Par). Dual bill with ‘Six’ 
having played Fisher last week: 
will be near $4,000. Last week ‘I 
Like It That Way’ (U) and stage 
show mild $4,500. 





SUNDAY SHOWS LOSE 
Jackson, March 6. 
Sunday shows in towns of 2,500 
population or more in Mississippi 
lost out last week when the state 
Senate voted down a bill 22 to 12. 
Bill would have made shows 





optional in towns by election. 


‘HARUM’ 330,000 


vr 


Philadelphia, March 5. 

Of the new batch of pictures, the 
much-heralded ‘Nana’ with Anna 
Sten at the Aldine looks to be the 
most likely for big trade. This one 
opened strongly in the face of mean 
weather and with rapidly rising 
temperature, should click for a nice 
run, especially since the house, ever 
since U.A. took it over in the early 
fall, has been gathering a stroncer 
and stronger clientele as the weeks 
went by. Looks as if $14,000 will be 
reached and perhaps more. 

Fox has the Loughran-Carnera 
fight pictures and Tommy’s popu- 
larity here in his home town makes 
this a really big drawing card. This 
film wasn’t on program when reg- 
ular Friday change was made, but 
went in Monday. 

‘Devil Tiger’ won good notices, 
but stage show headlined by Lita 
Grey Chaplin in a tab version of the 
First Little Show, didn’t click so 
strongly. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (1,300; 40-55-65)—'Nana’ 
(UA). Fine start, despite weather 
with critics praising star, but not 
show. Three weeks expected. Fine 
$14,000 figured for first week. Last 
week ‘Moulin Rouge’ (UA), $6,000 


in third and last week. 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—Dinner 
at Eight’ (MG). Third local show- 
ing. Ought to get a strong $2,500 
and held for more than six days, 
although Garbo’s ‘Queen Christina’ 
listed for Thursday. Last week ‘Goe 
ing Hollywood’ (MG) $2,500, good, 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55-65)—Journal 
of a Crime’ (FN). Not so hot from 
first pace, about $9,500 estimated. 
Last week, ‘Cat and the Fiddle’ 
(MG), $10,500—just ordinary. 

Earle (2,000; 40-55-65)—‘Hips, 
Hips, Hooray’ (RKO) and vaude. No 
names on stage. $14,000 estimated 
at outside. Last week, ‘Search for 


Beauty’ (Par) and vaude. Belle 
Baker headlined, $16,000, pretty 
good. 

Fox (3,000; 30-40-60) — ‘Devil 
Tiger’ (Fox) and stage show. Lita 


Grey Chaplin in ‘First Little Show’ 
tab. Also Loughran-Carnera fight 
pictures, around $20,000 not un- 
likely. Last week, ‘Coming Out 
Party’ (Fox), and stage show. Will 
Mahoney featured, $15,500, about a 
grand under expectations. 

Karlton (1,000; 30-40-50)—‘You 


Can’t Buy Everything’ (MG). No 
more than $3,000 forecast. Last 
week, ‘His Double Life’ (Par), de- 


spite raves only $2,800. Poor. 

Keith’s (2,000; 25-35-40) — ‘Hold 
That Girl’ (Fox) and vaude. First 
ran film for a change. Not very 
promising, $6,500. Last week ‘Caro- 
lina’ (Fox) and vaude got $8,000 in 
seven days. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55-65) — ‘It 
Happened One Night’ (Col). Holds 
for at least part of second week. If 
completed should get $9,000. First 
week, had $14,500. 

Stanton (1,600; 30-40-55) — ‘This 
Side of Heaven’ (MG). Raves, but 
not much biz. Usual $7,500. Last 
week ‘I’ve Got Your Number’ (WB) 
$7,000—so-so. 

Walnut (1,500; 25-50)—‘Sin of 
Nora Moran’ (Maj) and stage pres- 
entation. Fair $5,000 or thereabouts 
indicated. Last week ‘Broken 
Dreams’ (Mono) and ‘Parisian Fan- 
tasies’ as stage presentation. $5,000 
in seven days. 


‘NANA’ MAKING P’LAND 
TURN OUT FOR $6,500 


Portland, Ore., March 5. 

Nice weather continues to give 
the theatres a break, although Lent 
still accounting for a slight decrease 
in grosses. United Artists has the 
much heralded Anna Sten and 
‘Nana’ while the Columbia, dark for 
several months, has ‘Narcotic.’ 

Ned Lynch and his players are 
giving ‘Across the Divide’ and free 
beer at the old American. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 25-40), 
‘This Side of Heaven (M-G) and 
‘Bombay Mail’ (U). Double bill 
given good publicity and should re- 
turn good $4,500. Last week Chic 
Sale and ‘Madame Spy’ (U) did ex- 
cellent $8,600. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000: 
25-40), ‘Nana’ (UA). Anna Sten 
given lots of advance notice and on 
the way to a big $6,500. Last week 
‘Christina’ (M-G), second week, an 
okay $4,400. 

Paramount (FWC) (3,000; 25-40), 
‘Devil Tiger’ (Fox) and ‘Search for 





Beauty’ (Par). This dual a fair 
$4,000. Last week ‘Six of Kind’ 
(Par) and ‘Sleepers East’ (Fox) 
$3,900. 


Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 25- 
35), ‘Got Your Number’ (WB). Fair 


$2,900. Last week ‘Hips, Hips’ 
(Radio) a neat $3,800. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25- 
35), ‘Rio’ (Radio). Nice at $2,000. 
Last week ‘Roman Scandals’ (UA) 





$2,300. 
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London Still Likes 
Empire's Biggest 


PECTWURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 9 








Garbo, 60G's 


in Years: Marx 


Brothers, Cather, ‘Women’ Okay 





London, Feb. 24. 

Shortage of big films is still con- 
tinuing, but with the British Indus- 
tries Fair on, the picture houses are 
grabbing plenty. The long awaited 
Garbo picture is this week’s out- 
stander; ‘Duck Soup,’ at the Carl- 
ton, is giving the Marx fans a treat; 
‘Catherine the Great,’ the London 
Films-Elizabeth Bergner pic, is not 
duplicating the ‘Henry VIII’ suc- 
cess at the Leicester Square theatre, 
but is still doing healthily. 

Trouble seems to be among the 
arty picture theatres who special- 
ize in foreign products. With Ger- 
many practically out, only ones left 
are French and an occasional Rus- 
sian. Result is these houses are 
playing repeats, which is not help- 
ing any. 

(Approximate grosses herewith. 
Quoted at $5 to the pound.) 
Academy—‘Liebelei’ (‘Love Song’) 
(6th wk). Still doing around $3,000, 
which is fair. Wiii stay a littie 
longer due to shortage of foreign 

pics. — 

Capitol—‘Sealed Lips’ (‘After To- 
night’ (Radio). Finished week to 
$6,000, which is pretty bad. Con- 
stance Bennett no longer a draw, 
but must have good picture to get 
her over. House has been very un- 
lucky for some time, and bad break 
looks like continuing. ‘As Husbands 
Go’ (Fox), now current and likely 
to leave after a week. 

Cariton—‘Duck Soup’ (Par) (3a 
wk.). Doing pretty well. Averag- 
ing over $15,000. Marx boys are es- 
sentially men’s favorites. That is 
why afternoon shows are light, but 
evening always capacity. Picture 


- will stay four weeks at least. 


Cinema House—‘Le Rosier de Ma- 
dame Husson’ (‘Virtuous Isidore’) 
(French). Here on a return visit. 
Manages to linger around $2,500. 


Empire—‘Queen Christina’ (M-G). ; 


Opened to smash biz, with first 
week’s grosses equaling record es- 
tablished by ‘Broadway Melody’ at 
this house some five years ago. 
$60,000 for week’s intake makes 
house look like a Broadway deluxer. 
Especially as it is all done on the 
picture, with no stage presentation 
or symphony orchestra to help pull. 
Picture sure for three weeks, and 
could stay a fourth, but Metro does 
not intend to milk it. 

Leicester Square Theatre—‘Cath- 
erine the Great’ (London Films) (3d 
wk.). Still touching $20,000, which 
is pretty good. Will probably stay 
for six weeks, but not likely to hold 
up for 10, as anticipated. 

Marble Arch Pavilion—‘Constant 
Nymph’ (G-B) (2d wk.). Staying 
the second stanza after scoring $5,- 
600 first week. Good going for this 
hcuse. Might even hold over third 
week. 

New Gallery—‘Gallant Lady’ (U. 
A.). Was not liked, but managed 
to gross $7,500, which not bad, but 
not good enough to hold over. ‘T 
Am Suzanne’ (Fox) now current. 
Good for a fortnight at least. 

Plaza—‘All of Me’ (Par), and ‘Fe- 
male’ (WB), double feature pro- 
gram, with films not voted very 
good. But Georgie Raft, Miriam 
Hopkins, Fredric March, Ruth Chat- 
terton and George Brent managed 
to pull ’em in. Did $20,000, and no 
holdover. ‘The Queen's Affair’ (B. 
& D.), and ‘Four Frightened People’ 
(Par) now current. Might force 
two weeks. 

Regal—‘Little Women’ (Radio), 
opened to smash grosses, first week 
$20,000, second week $25,000. Dropped 
third week to under $20,000, with 
fourth and last week nearer $15,000. 
‘Ever My Heart’ (WB), and ‘Ken- 
nel Murder Case’ (WB) in for one 
week, with ‘Footlight Parade’ (WB) 
following for at least a four weeks’ 
run. 

Rialto—‘Blue Light,’ another of 
the continental repeats to around 
$2,000. ‘La Rue Sans Nom’ (French) 
replacing. 

Tivoli—‘Invisible Man’ (U), stayed 
echeduled month to good business. 
After doing $20,000 first week, with 
very little below that second week. 
closed to $15,000. ‘Jack Ahoy’ (G-B) 
replaced. Likely to hold up for 
three weeks, with ‘Only Yesterday’ 
(U) to follow. 


NOTHING BUT VAUDE 
DOES BIZ IN LINCOLN 


Lincoln, March 5. 

Without a real sock on the whole 
row of marquees about town, and 
with last week's biz bammed and 
floored by two opening days of 
frigid winter, blizzard and snow, 
the present two weeks biz isn't go- 
ing to be shouting stuff. Weather, 
nice azain, finds no entertainment 
incentive to get ‘em out. 

Stuart's been doing some consist- 
ent selling of ‘Christina,’ but the 











vv 


public eye hasn’t evinced a flicker 
of interest thus far. Lincoln start- 
ing off Culbertson’s bridge shorts, 
which may attract a bit of trade to 
‘Six of a Kind,’ but doubtful. The 
only standup biz comes with the 
Orph’s last halves and vaude. 
Crowds have been milling around 
there plenty, increasing in size from 
week to week. Otherwise, blah. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capito! (Livingston) (850; 10-15) 
—‘Ever in My Heart’ (WB). Just 
so-so $1,000. Last week ‘By Candle- 
light’ (U) and ‘Eight Girls in a 
Boat’ (Par), split, nice at $1,200. 

Colonial (LTC) (750; 10-15)— 
‘Ever Since Eve’ (Fox). Average 
$800. Last week ‘Son of Kong’ (Ra- 
dio) and ‘Lost Patrol’ (Radio), split, 
gathered $1,400. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-15-25)— 
‘Six of a Kind’ (Par). Looks dubi- 
ous. Plsesgging Culbertson shorts 
with equal billing, trying to get ’em 
enthused. Maybe $2,000. Last 
week ‘Hips, Hips, Hooray’ (Radio), 
$3,100, okay. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,200; 10-15-25) 
—Damaged Lives’ (Weldon) .Should 
do something about weak first half 
biz here. Last half ‘Hold That 
Girl’ (Fox) and vaude. Week should 
shape to nice $2,500. Last week 
‘Emperor Jones’ (UA) and ‘Four 
Frightened People’ (Par) with 
Henry Santrey unit on stage, split, 
picked up $2,500 by terrific momen- 
tum on the last half. 

State (Monroe) (500; 10-15-25)— 
‘Right to Romance’ (Radio). Ex- 
pects a fair $800. Last week ‘One 
Man’s Journey’ (Radio) was so-so 
at $750. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘Queen Christina’ (MG). Looks to 
make the week a complete smear. 
With a strong opening, might get 
$2,300, fair. Last week ‘Roman 
Scandals’ (UA) came in with the 
only snow and zero weather this 
winter. Substantial bite into first 
two days means $4,100, very good, 
however. 


Bal more Springy! 
Fiddle’ and Unit 
Bang with 17446 


Baltimore, March 6. 

Spring’s here! With overcoat col- 
lars turned down and the merc 
soaring, the natives have ceased sit- 
ting on stoves and are venturing 
downtown. 

Exhibs are celebrating the ap- 
parent end of the month of frigidity 
by regaling the folks with some ace 
attractions that started off on all 
cylinders despite rains opening day. 

Big money drafter in at the Cen- 
tury, where ‘Cat and the Fiddle’ 
mates with the first unit ever un- 
furled on local scene, ‘Century of 
Progress.’ Particularly strong pic 
for this house and if mild weather 
holds, over the top with $17,500. 

Stanley is boxing a fat wad of 
green with femmes flocking in to 
‘Gallant Lady.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25- 
35-40-55-66) ‘Cat and Fiddle’ (M-G) 
and ‘Century of Progress’ unit. Pic 
is essentially strong and unit help- 
ing, coming in on heels of hefty ad- 
vance bally and presenting Faith 
Bacon as first fanner ever unloosed 











500. Last week ‘Miss Fane’s Baby 
Is Stolen’ (Par) and ‘Artists and 
Models’ tab, so-so $15,700. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 
25-35-40-55-66) ‘It Happened One 
Night’ (Col) and vaude. Oke on $15,- 
500. Last week ‘Two Alone’ (Radio) 
and five acts, a fluttering $9,000. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 25- 
30-35-40-50) ‘Search for Beauty’ 
(Par). Opened supper show Friday 
(2). Handicapped by lack of mar- 
quee illuminators. Doesn’t look to 
better than indifferent $4,000, de- 
spite heavy ad outlay. Last week, 
‘Bolero’ (Par) danced off with fancy 
$7,000 in nine days. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-30-35- 
40-50) ‘David Harum’ (Fox) opened 
yesterday (4). Rogers name potent 
here, but biz dependent on notices 
accorded by critical gentry. Prob- 
able $4,000, fair. Last week, I Be- 
lieved in You’ (Fox) shaded $3,000, 
flabby. 

Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,450; 25-35- 
40-55-66) ‘Gallant Lady’ (UA). A 
natural and on week-end gate activ- 
ity ear-marked for a juicy $14,000. 
Last week, ‘Fashion Follies of 1934’ 
(FN) derailed by weather but 





slipped out with oke $12,000. 


on a local rostrum. Very good $17,- !' 





NEW HAVEN BRIGHTER 


$6,500 for ‘Bolero’ at Par and Poli 
May Get $8,000 








New Haven, March 6. 
After messing up boxoffice figures 





for two weeks, weather finally 
called it a day. But there's sti!!! 
Lent to worry about. 

Roger Sherman cuts current bill) 
to six days to use house Wednesday | 


(7) for trade preview on new 
product. 

Estimates For This Week 
Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 35- 


50)—‘Bolero’ (Par). Stood ’em up 
over weekend and looks like best 
week in some time; possible $6,500. 
Last week ‘Good Dame’ (Par) and 
‘Woman’s Man’ (Mono), oke around 
$5,000. 

Poli’s (Poli) (3,040; 35-50)—‘Cat 
and Fiddle’ (M-G) and ‘Hold That 
Girl’ (Fox). Headed for nice $8,000. 
Last week ‘Nana’ (UA), slightly be- 
low expectations at $7,700, not bad 
as a single. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50)—‘I’ve Got Your Number’ (WB) 
and ‘Crosby Case’ (U). Just aver- 
age $5,200 on six days. Last week 
‘Eskimo’ (M-G), steady at $6,800. 

College (Poli) (1,565; 25-40)— 
‘Devil Tiger’ (Fox) and ‘Orient Ex- 
press’ (Fox). Looks weak at $3,700. 
Last week ‘This Side of Heaven’ 
(M-G) and ‘I Like It That Way’ 
(U), made a profit at $4,200. 


SALLY RAND HELPS 
PAR, B’KLYN, $28,000 


Brooklyn, March 5. 


Spottiness in business at the the- 
atres in the downtown vicinity. 
atres in the downtown vicinity. Kay 
Francis at the Strand, and Gable 
at the Albee are helping these 
houses to better showings this 
week. Sally Rand at the Para- 
mount is getting star billing and 








goodly bit of exploitation. Pic is 
‘No More Women’ (Par) with 
McLaglen and Lowe doing mild 


jobs. 
Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Par) (4,000; 25-35- 
50)—"No More Women’ (Par) and 
stage show featuring Sally Rand, 
fan dancer. Exciting ad copy on 
fan damsel is bringing in business. 
In vicinity of $28,000, okay. Last 
week, ‘Death Takes a Holiday’ (Par) 
same, 

Fox (F&M) (4,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Long Lost Father’ (Radio) and 
stage show with Peggy Healey and 
Berrens orch. Barrymore name 


Spring Fever New 


Bway Alibi; 


Wonder Bar’ Socko 50G's; ‘Palooka’ 
Heavy $43,000 Are Only Standouts 





Springlike weather Sunday and 
yesterday (Monday) contrasted 
sharply with the snowstorm of a 
week ago which caused severe dam- 
age to box offices all around. Like 
the blizzard, the unusually warm 
weather in a lesser degree also 
hurt. After so much winter, spring 
fever came quick and had the tend- 
ency of keeping people outdoors for 
a change. 

Except for two outstanding at- 
tractions, ‘Wonder Bar,’ at the 
Strand, and ‘Palooka’ at the Rivoli, 
the current week will not dish up 
business to write the country’s ex- 
hibitors about. Attractions on dis- 
play generally are not of such stout 
timber as they have been recently 
and for most theatres the results 
will not be over fair. 

Al Jolson's first picture since his 
fatal ‘Hallelujah, 'm a Bum’ is rid- 
ing high for a certain $50,000 on its 
first week. It started out on a fast 
gallop, dragging down a mighty 
$14,000 the first two days, beating 
any picture at the Strand since the 
Wall street cataclysm. Indications 
are for a run of at least four weeks. 
House upped its weekday scale to 
85c and spent $9,500 on an ad cam- 
paign. 

Jimmy Durante is a name that’s 
being put to an acid test at the 
Rivoli and draw is not found want- 
ing. ‘Palooka,’ based on the comic 
strip of the same name had a smart 
takeoff and on its first seven sys 
the picture is pointing its way io a 
fine $43,000. Should get four weeks, 
also. 

Up at the Capitol, Greta Garbo’s 
‘Queen Christina’ is matching itself 
against the two stronger attractions 
down the street. Garbo is not what 
she used to be at the box office and 
while $35,000 or more isn't bad, it’s 
a long way from the grosses this 
star could always be depended upon 
to achieve in the past. ‘Christina’ 
wasn’t much on its recent two-a-day 
run at the Astor, either. 

Over at the Music Hall, the house 
is fighting a hopeless fight with 
Will Rogers’ latest, ‘David Harum.’ 
Indications are film will get only 
$65,000, red ink. 

House fell off sharply last week 
with ‘It Happened One Night,’ which 
despite a holiday start (Washing- 
ton’s birthday) at higher scale, 
ended at around $75,000. The Gable 





means something here, A fair 
$13,500. Last week, ‘Devil Tiger’ 
(Fox) did good $15,000. 

Albee (RKO) (3,500; 26-35-50)— 
‘It Happened One Night’ (Col) and 
vaude. Benny Rubin and Fifi D’Or- 
say on the bill and getting enthusi- 
astic responses. An okay $18,900. 
Last week ‘Carolina’ (Fox) $20,000. 

Loew’s Metropolitan (Loew) (2,- 
400; 25-35-50)—‘Queen Christina’ 
(MG) and vaude, Garbo not draw- 
ing only $17,500. Last week, ‘Nana’ 
(UA), $18,000, weak. 

Strand (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Mandalay’ (WB) Kay Francis in 
this one. Contented $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Big Shakedown’ (WB) $5,000, 


and Colbert names twinned up in 
that picture held the gross from 
dipping lower. 

Paramount also swerved badly, 
‘Death Takes a Holiday’ and Phil 
Baker on the stage dropping off to 
$42,000 on the week. Picture had 
started out good and looked like it 
would hit over $50,000, maybe going 
to as much as $55,000. On the hold- 
over, it will just make the safety 
zone at $35,000 or more. 

Of the balance of the street’s 
showshops, the State appears in best 
shape with ‘Nana,’ which should at- 
tract about $18,500 worth of busi- 
ness. 

This house has been doing con- 
sistently well right along, going into 





mild. 





Boston All Smiles; 


Lost Patrol 


And York-King Unit Smash 296’s 





Boston, March 6. 

That queer weather complex that 
this sector has, bringing a breath of 
spring, but with slush underfoot, 
started off like a back to normalcy 
impetus that all spots felt. Current 
high grosser is RKO Boston, smash- 
ing all its records for week-end 
with the best all-round show pre- 
sented by any spot here in a long 
while. But everywhere, by com- 
parison with recent repeated storm 
and temperature socks, there are 
smiles that make us happy in Bean- 
town, ‘ 

Last week Miriam Hopkins fur- 
nished the high spot of talk by the 
low intake that the Met got. Lady 
just didn’t click, and house figure 
flattened out down close to the nut, 
too close for comfort. 

Estimates for This Week 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘It Happened One Night’ (Col) (2d 
wk.), and personal appearance of a 
couple exonerated boys charged 
with murder with fine ballyhoo day 
ahead of opening as ‘saved from the 
shadow of chair.’ Apparently shrewd 
booking, as house is doing fine biz. 
Looks set for easy $13,500. Last 
week picture did well with $15,000. 

Boston (RKO) (4,000-35-50-65)— 
Socko morning, noon and night, 
with ’Lost Patrol’ (Radio) and swell 
production of tab ‘Greenwich Vil- 
lage Follies,’ latter having York & 
King, faves here. Film far classier 





than usual run here. Opening show 
started off the record smashing, and 
there have been turnaways since, 
specially evenings. If weather 
doesn’t butt in, house should reach 
$29,000, scrumptious. Last week ‘I 
Believed in You’ (Fox) and vaude 
got $18,500; not so good. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000-30-40-50) 
‘Cat and Fiddle’ (MG) and vaude; 


headed for $14,500; superb. Last 
week ‘Moulin Rouge’ (UA) and 
vaude, through to $12,500, better 


than pretty good. 

State (Loew) (3,000-30-40-50)— 
‘Mystery of Mr. X’ (MG). Pleasing 
all hands, but not likely to hit 
higher than $10,000, which has thin 
velvet. Last week ‘Nana’ (UA) was 
sweet at $11,000; handsome. 

Met (MEP) (4,330-30-40-50-65)— 
‘Mandalay’ (WB) and Will Mahoney 
knocking ’em silly on the stage. 
Such a show-stopper, bill is length- 
ened past 3 hours. Film tepid and 
stage revue only fair, but Mahoney 
should pull house up to $33,000, 
under hopes. Last week ‘Bolero’ 
(Par) on screen and Miriam Hop- 
kins on stage, $27,500. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800-25-45- 
55)—‘I’'ve Got Your Number’ (WB) 
and ‘Devil Tiger’ (Fox). Seems a 
winning combination, and probable 
$8,500 in sight; nifty. Last week 
‘No More Women’ and ‘Sleepers 
East’ (Fox), $8,000; quite nice. 





nice profit weeks even with product 
that has gone floppo at the Capitol. 
It has been seriously hitting the 
Palace, which also plays vaudeville, 
but for a long time now has been 
getting no place. 

Rialto finished its first week of 
‘Dark Hazard’ Thursday (1) at 
$15,006, and retains picture for por- 
tion of a second week. Goes out to- 
night (Tuesday), ‘Heat Lightning,’ 
another Warner booking, opening 
tomorrow morning (Wednesday). 
Final six days of ‘Hazard’ will be 
abot $9,000. 

‘Catherine, the Great’ continues to 
hold up stoutly at the Astor, where 
it ends its four weeks’ run, all it 
was intended to have, on March 13 
or 14, Tnited Artists bringing in 
‘House of Rothschild’ then, also for 
four weeks. First seven days of 
‘Catherine’ was $20,100, second week 
$17,200. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; $1.10-$1.65-$2.20)— 
‘Catherine, the Great’ (UA) 3d 
week). Very sturdy two-a-day at- 
traction despite that it has run into 
bad weather. After a fine $20,100 
the first week, it got $17,200 last 
week, although its carriage trade 
was diminished seriously by the 
blizzard. ‘House of Rothschild 
(UA), with George Arliss, opens for 
four weeks the middle of the month. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-75-85-$1.10)— 
‘Queen Christina’ (MG) and stage 
show. Garbo hasn't got the speed 
she used to have and in this picture 
will be lucky to get more than 
$35,000. Last week Clark Gable on 
the stage with ‘Mystery of Mr. X" 
(MG) failed to create any wonders 
but got profit at $48,000. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-55-65)—‘Orient 
Express’ (Fox). Ended a week's 
run last night (Monday), getting 
$8,500. New picture, on preview 
last night (5) is another from 
Warner Bros., ‘Bedside.’ 


Palace (1,700; 35-40-66-75) ‘It 
Happened One Night’ (Col) and 
vaude. Picture faces strong opposi- 
tion this week, including ‘Nana’ at 
the other film-vaude combination 
on the street, the State. Maybe 
$13,000. Last week ‘Carolina’ (Fox), 
did swell, $15,000. 

Paramount (3,664; 35-55-75-99) 
‘Death Take a Holiday’ (Par) (2d 
week) and stage show. A puzzler, 
‘Death’ opened big, then fell off 
sharply to $42,000 on its week and 
now, with aid of much publicity and 
exploitation, is holding okay for a 
second week of $35,000 or more. It 
was a dangerous holdover, but may- 
be safe now. Phil Baker was held 
over on the stage. 

Radio City Music Halli (5,945; 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65) ‘David Harum’ (Fox) 
and stage show. Will Rogers again 
weak, and at $65,000, if getting that 
red ink will be needed. Last 
week ‘It Happened One Night’ (Col), 
in spite of the Gable-Colbert names, 
fell down badly, ending with $75,000. 

Rialto (2,000; 35-40-65) ‘Dark 
Hazard’ (WB) (2d week). Remains 
six days on the holdover and may- 
be $9,000 for that period. First 
week was $15,000. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-75-85) ‘Pa- 
looka’ (UA). Jimmy Durante is 
proving the worth of that name in 
no mean manner. It is box office 
to the extent of a big $43,000 the 
first week, making it appear ‘Pa- 
looka’ is in for a nice run here, 
probably four weeks anyhow. 

RKO Center (3,525; 25-40) ‘Caro- 

lina’ (Fox), four days, and ‘Eight 
Girls in a Boat’ (Par), three days. 
This doubleton looks better than 
average, possibly $13,000. Last week 
‘All of Me’ (Par) and ‘Meanest Gal 
in Town’ (Radio), $10,000, not so 
good. 
Roxy (6,200; 25-35-55-65) ‘Ninth 
Guest’ (Col) and stage show. Doesn't 
seem to mean anything, probably 
under $20,000, poorest for house in 
a long time. Last week ‘Hips, Hips, 
Hooray’ (RKO), was better despite 
the blizzard, $22,400. 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-75-85) ‘Won- 
der Bar’ (WB). Al Jolson again 
proves mighty box office, aided by 
strong star support, and on first 
week it all should mean an easy 
$50,000, probably more. Last week 
on holdover of ‘Mandalay’ (WB) 
picture held up surprisingly well, 
$17,200, putting a very definite 
feather in the cap of Kay Francis. 

State (2,200; 35-55-75) ‘Nana 
(UA) and vaude. Anna Sten pic- 
ture protecting this house currently, 
trend of business pointing to a prob- 
able $18,500 or better. Last week 
‘Hi Nellie’ (WB) held its own okay 
in face of everything, winding up 
at $16.000. 

WB SETS JAMES BUSH 
Holly wood, March 5. 

James Bush, who played oppo- 
site Dorothy Wilson in ‘Eight Girls 
in a Boat,’ has been handed the 
juve lead in ‘Happy Family’ (WB). 

Alfred E. Green directing. 
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Criental. $22,000 
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Chicago, March 5. 
Happy days again in Chicago. 
There's a zest and hop to showmen 


in the loop as competition gets hot- 
ter and attractions get bigger. The 
old lethargy has been kicked in the 
alley and everybody's yipping it up. 

Four first-run houses in the loop 
are now playing flesh and there's a 
heavy likelihood of still another ad- 
dition to the increasing number of 
Btage shows. Chicago, Palace, 
State-Lake and Oriental are all giv- 
ing vaude and picture bargains and 
instead of the competition hurting 
anybody it’s helping all around. 
Loop showmen are learning that the 
trick is to get the p2ople show-in- 
terested enough to hike it for the 
downtown spots. Once the crowds 
are milling around, every theatre 
gets its share. 

Oriental went to vaude-presenta- 
tion lriday and had its first hoid- 
out on a matinee in months. Orien- 
tal looks set to settle down to steady 
business once the booking problems 
are straightened out. This B. & K. 
house is playing same policy as the 
Jones State-Lake, vaude-presenta- 
tion with subsequent release pic- 
tures at 40c top. 

liigher priced houses have little 
to fear. Despite the competitive 
opening of the Oriental, the Palace 
currently, with a top of 83c, is get- 
ting it’s share of trade with the 
world premiere of the Hepburn flick, 
‘Spitfire.’ 

Same goes for the Chicago, where 
‘Fashion Follies’ and the Duncan 
Sisters tab on the stage are doing 
okay. McVickers is playing its last 
so-so b.o. flick with ‘You Can’t Buy 
Everything.’ Next week starts super 
runs as the ace picture house of 
town. 

Estimates For This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 25-45-75) 
‘Fashion Follies’ (WB) and “Topsy 
and Eva’ tab on stage. Tab comes 
in here after six weeks of mediocre 
legit run at the Apollo. Managing 
to pick the gross up more than five 
grand above previous take and 
goes on the right side of the ledger 
at an indicated $33,000. House is 
getting into fine shape with the 
Oriental going to subsequent run, 
giving the Chicago a chance to grab 
off some of the better product. 


‘Fashion Follies’ was _- originally 
earded for the Oriental. Last week 
was pitiful for ‘Bolero’ (Par) at 


$27,700. Notices okay but simply 

one of those things. 
McVickers (B&K) (2,284; 25-35- 

65)—‘You Can’t Buy Everything’ 


(MG). Last of the one-weekers in 
this house. Starting next week 
with ‘David Harum’ (Fox) house 


will strive to regain its standing as 
the prime picture spot in the town. 
‘Everything’ looks okay enough at 
$7,000. Last week ‘Four Fright- 
ened People’ (Par) weak at $5,200. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 25-35-40) 
—‘Kight Girls in a Boat’ (Par) and 
vaude. Playing six acts and stage 
band now, opening with new policy 
on Friday (2) to standout trade. 
Hurry-up opening caused some 
hitches but house looks ready to go 
places. By going flesh B&K not only 
takes this house out of the red but 
gives the rest of its loop spots a 
ehance to make money. First week 
with ‘Boat’ as a subsequent release 
picture looxs heartily on the right 
side of the ledger at $22,000, very 
okay despite the rather stiff over- 
head, that being the one ticklish 
point in the whole situation. But, 
at pace, nothing to worry about. 
Last week of straight pictures was 
pleasant with ‘Death Takes a Holi- 
day’ (Par) at $17,100 and picture 
shifted over to the Roosevelt on 
Saturday (3) for additional loop 
time. 

Palace (RKO) (2,583: 40-60-83)— 
‘Spitfire’ (RKO) and vaude. Sent 
this one away with a wide and 
handsome _ advertising campaign 
about a ‘world premiere’. Picture 
is all Katharine Hepburn, who’s on 
the screen approximately 99% of 
the time. Biz on the up with a 
zoom and likely to touch $26,000, 
sky high. Last week ‘Hips Hips 
Hooray’ and Downey unit helped 
the cashiers keep busy nicely to 
$22,600 tune. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 25-35)— 
Death Takes a Holiday’ (Par). In 
here after eight-day Oriental stay. 
Looks ready for at least a week of 
good trade, which means $6,000. 
Spot is becoming the hold-over 
house of the loop. Last week ‘Caro- 
lina’ (Fox) moved over from the 
Chicago for good $7,200. 
State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-30- 
40)—‘Bombay Mail’ (U) and vaude. 
House has established its patronage 


Loop Booms; A of 6 Spots Go Flesh: 


on New Policy; 


haymaker. 
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‘UNIT AND ‘SUZANNE’ 
- $14,500 AT FOX, WASH. 





Washington, March 5. 


Keith's all right this week and 
Fox has queer mixture, but ought to 
come out on _ top. Working in 
‘Artists and Mode!s’ unit with ‘I Am 
Suzanne’ gives Fox the edge. 

Estimates for This week 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-60) ‘1 
Am Suzanne (Fox) and vaude. 
‘Artists and Models’ unit present 
and week should get $20,000. Last 
week ‘Cat and Fiddle’ (M-G), plus 
Ramon Novarro in person, clicked 
to nice $25,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-40-60) 
‘Ninth Guest’ (WB) and vaude. Mae 
Questel getting some air fans. Pic 
drawing mystery followers and oke 
with $16,000. Last week (Bolero’ 
(Par), $16,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60) 
‘It Happened One Night’ (Col). 
Second week headed for $8,000. Last 
week, counting midnight show, near 
$14,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-35-60) 
‘Carolina’ (Fox). Looks like nice 
$19,000. Last week second of ‘Chris- 
tina’ (M-G), a good $12,000. 

Rialto (U) (1,853; 15-25-35-50) 
‘Beloved’ (U). Second week doing 
satisfactory business, $4,000 worth- 
while. Last week same pic had stiff 
opposition, so $7,000 good. 

Met (WB) (1,583; 15-25-35-60) 
‘Search for Beauty’ (Par). Heavy 
exploitation gave it nice start, but 
easing a bit; week should get $5,000, 
satisfactory. Last week ‘Last 
Round-Up’ (Par); fair, $4,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,263; 15-25- 
35-40) ‘Sleepers East’ (Fox). Fair, 
with possible $3,000. Last week 
‘Lone Cowboy’ (M-G), nice $4,500. 


Bolero’ $8,500; 
Palooka’ 7@’s, 
‘Number’ $4,200 


Cincinnati, March 6. 

‘Bolero’ is pacing the pix pack 
along the principal paths this week. 
Close behind are ‘Good Dame’ and 
‘Palooka.’ ‘It Happened One Night’ 
switched from Palace to Capitol, 
both RKO, for continued first run 
and breezing on momentum engen- 
dered in first seven days. 

Biz by and large nothing to ring 
laughter from exhibs, for which the 
weather works is chiefly to blame. 
During past several months only a 
few weekends have been attended 
by favorable b. 0. climatic condi- 
tions. Last: week opened with a 
nice day and indications for a sweet 
trade tilt. Followed the now usual 
Saturday and Sunday headaches 
occasioned by rain, snow and severe 
cold, and then slush, more rain, etc. 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-44)—‘Bo- 








lero’ (Par). Headed for $8,500, 
fairly good. Last week, ‘Moulin 
Rouge’ (UA), with turnaway for 


midnight opening on strength of 
personaling by ‘Moulin Rouge’ cara- 
van, skidded during siege of cold 
and snow and landed $12,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-44)— 
‘Good Dame’ (Par). Fredric March 
and Sylvia Sidney topping title and 
lauded by cricks for wresting good 
entertainment from superficial car- 
ney love theme. At least $7,500 in 
sight. Last week, ‘It Happened One 
Night’ (Col) bested elements by 
drawing up to $12,000, fine. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-44)—It 
Happened One Night’ (Col). Con- 
tinued first run by transfer from 





with good solid family trade, vaude 
and pictures. No smut and plenty 
for their money is the motto and 
working out steadily to $14,000 pace 
that’s profitable. Last week, ‘Coun- 
sellor at Law’ (U) excellent at 
$15,100. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 35- 
55-65) —‘Moulin Rouge’ (UA). Plen- 
ty of United Artists pictures wait- 
ing in line for a chance at the 
screen. ‘Rouge’ goes out after a 
good two-week stay, taking in 
$19,100 for opening session and 
likely to collect $9,000, fair enough 
for current and final half. ‘Palooka’ 
(UA) slated to hit in here on Wed. 





Palace. Around $6,000. 
‘I Believed in You’ (Fox), $3,800. so- 
So. 


Lyric (RKO) (1,394; 35-44)—'Pa- 


looka’ (UA). Supported by special 
|eampaign and wham Joe Palooka 
cartoon coloring contest in Times- 
Star, with news and office plugs for 
six days, getting $7,000, a Durante 

Last week, ‘Girl With- | 


‘I've Got Your Number’ (WB). Joan 
Blondell the selling angle. Melo- 
drama trade coming for $4,200, oke. | 
|} Last week, ‘Mandalay’ (WB), $4,- | 
500, nice. 
Grand (RKO) (1,025; 25-35)— 


‘Queen Christina’ (MG), second run, 
and ‘Long Lost Father’ (RKO), first 
showing, split. Should fetch $2,000. 
all right. Last week, ‘Sea Killers’ 
(indie) with personal appearance of 
Capt. John D. Craig, and ‘Carolina’ 
(Fox), second run, divided, $1,800. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Reform Girl’ (Maj), and ‘Midnight’ 
(U), separate, Close to average 
with $1,600. Last week, ‘Speed 
Wings’ (Col), and ‘Sleepers East’ 
(Fox), split, $1,400. 

Strand (Ind) (1,200; 25-35)-- 
‘Poor Rich’ (U), and five acts of 
vode, $2,400, fair. Last week, ‘Beg- 
gars in Ermine’ (Mono), and vaude, 
$2,100. 


Plenty Competition 
In Ind.; Kate Smith, 
‘Number’ Oke 1236 


Indianapolis, March 5. 
Keen competition this week among 
the downtowners with every house 
offering strong bills. Kate Smith 


and her show on the stage at the 
Indiana are out in front with $12,500 
indicated. Will Rogers is holding 
his own at the Apollo as usual with 
a nifty $5,800. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 20- 
25-40)—‘David Harum’ (Fox). Rog- 
ers always good at this spot, no 
matter what he has to buck. Nice 
profit at $5,800. Last week ‘Pa- 
looka’ (UA) not so good at $2,400. 
Circle (Katz-Feld) (2,600; 25-40) 
—It Happened One Night’ (Col). 
Should be good $5,250. Last week 
‘Bolero’ (Par) moderate at $3,800. 
Indiana (Katz-Feld) (3,100; 20-25- 
40)—‘I’ve Got Your Number’ (WB) 
and Kate Smith revue on stage. 
First local appearance of Miss 
Smith, aided by low admission 
prices, helps this spot out of the 
rut it’s been in. Business is no 
more than good at $12,500, which 
isn’t as smashing as had been 
looked for. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 20-25-40)— 
‘Poor Rich’ (U) and ‘Bottoms Up’ 
on stage. Opposition cutting in this 
week, but still will hit $6,000, not 
bad. Last week ‘Advice to Love- 
lorn’ (UA) and ‘Words and Music’ 
on stage plenty okay at $7,000, due 
to strong stage show. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew’s) (2,800; 
25-40)—‘Cat and Fiddle’ (MG). Lag- 
ging somewhat on this one. Looks 
no better than a mediocre $4,900. 
Last week ‘Moulin Rouge’ (UA) was 
satisfactory at $5,450. 








Last week, 


$19,900, Good: 








IN SEATTLE; ‘ROUGE’ 56 


Seattle, March 6 


Big week at the Orpheum, with 
Magician Blackstone the reason, is 


followed this week with a radio- 
stage show billed as Wen Niles 
band and radio revelers. Artists 


are from KOL, local CBC station, 
and include some good talent, . If 
idea clicks at b. o. may hold until 
March 22 when the ‘Jazzmania’ unit 
opens for week. 

Paramount is getting along with 
vaudfilm at bargain prices, get- 
ting great biz Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays, then tapering off, but 
doing okay at that, and apparently 
steady, which is something. Mati- 
nee biz is up at Paramount for the 
early show, due to ‘revival’ booking 
daily at 12 o’clock of a well known 
picture, run only at that time. 

New shows at both Hamrick 
houses. Fifth is making whoopee 
over the return of Greta Garbo, in 
‘Queen Christina,’ which is doing 
the town’s real biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
35) ‘Man of Two Worlds’ (Radio). 
Making much over Lederer, but pic 
is not drawing. Likely $2,500, bad. 
Last week, third of ‘Roman Scan- 
dals’ (UA) okay with $3,500. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,800; 15- 
25) ‘Son of a Sailor’ (FN) and 
‘Orient Express’ (FN) first half 
dualing; ‘Advice to Lovelorn’ (UA) 
and ‘Female’ (WB) last half dualed, 
$3,850 anticipated for week, about 
average. Last week, ‘Dancing Lady’ 
(MG) and ‘As Husbands Go’ (Fox) 
dual, got a big, $4,800. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,400; 
25-40) ‘Queen Christina’ (MG). Big 
advance campaign and plenty on 
the ball for Garbo, expected to 
garner a neat $9,000. Last week 
‘Carolina’ (Fox) was fair with 
$6,500. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 25-35) ‘It 
Happened One Night’ (Col) (2d 
wk.). Fine $6,000. Last week, pic- 
ture got the same amount. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
35) ‘Moulin Rouge’ (UA). En route 
to a big $5,000. Last week, ‘Hips, 
Hips Hooray’ (Radio) good at 
$4,100. 

Orpheum (Oldknow) (2,700; (25- 
35) ‘Long Lost Father’ (Radio) and 
‘Devil’s Playground’ (Prin.) dual, 
with Wen Niles Radio Revelers on 
stage, anticipates $4,500, fair. Last 
week, ‘Dark Hazard’ (FN) and 
Blackstone, Magician, on _ stage, 
built well, with lines forming on 
last day. Walloping week, $8,100. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106: 
20-30) ‘No More Women’ (Par) and 
stage show, heading for a good 
$7,000. Last week, ‘You Can’t Buy 
Everything’ (MG) and stage show, 
owing to change date moved up to 
Thursdays in for only six days, and 





fair $5,600. 





‘Nana’ Opens Slow, Climbs in Newark 





Opera New 


‘Death Takes a Holiday’ $14,000—Sunday 


Competition 





Newark, March 5. 

Break in the weather is ringing 
people out, although postponed 
shopping kept some from the thea- 
tres the end of the week. ‘Carolina’ 
at Proctor’s got off to a nice start, 
and, with arctic weather remaining 
away, should be near $16,000. ‘Nana’ 
at Loew’s did not open so well, but 
pulled up Saturday and should be 
around $14,500. ‘Death Takes a 
Holiday’ broke nicely at the Newark 
on opening, and should be over $14,- 
000. The Branford is doing well 
with ‘Mandalay’ and ‘Cross Country 
Cruise,’ and should beat $10,000. 

Rialto, continuing its aggressive 
policy, is adding a youngsters’ show 
on the stage for Saturday mats. 
Broad is still packing ’em in for 
legit entertainment and, despite the 
weather, had several sell-outs on 
‘Dark Tower.’ Next Sunday the 
house starts Sunday opera, running 
two shows with International Opera 
Stars Co. at 99c to 35c. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-65)— 
‘Mandalay’ (WB) and ‘Cross Coun- 
try Cruise’ (U). Should do well and 
beat $10,000. Last week on eight 
days beat the storm with ‘Hi, Nellie’ 
(WB) and ‘Can’t Buy Everything’ 
(MG) at a good $12,600. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50) 
—‘Eskimo’ (MG) and ‘Wine, Women 
and Song.” House not going very 
well at present, and this bill will 
probably not beat $4,000 by much. 
Last week ‘Big Shakedown’ (FN)> 
and ‘Let’s Fall in Love’ on eight 





(7). 


days weak at $3,900. 
Little (Franklin) (299; 30-40)— 


‘Das Lockende Ziel’ (Bavarian). 
House has not hit its stride yet and 
maybe German films can’t be made 
to go again. Probably a weak $600. 
Last week ‘Zwei Gute Kameraden’ 
(Tobis) poor at not quite $500. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 15-75)— 
‘Nana’ (UA) and vode. Opening 
disappointing after all the New York 
publicity and extra space over here, 
but came back Saturday. Maybe 
$14,500. Last week ‘Cat Fiddle’ 
(MG) and ‘Midway Nights’ on stage 
fought storm pretty well and was 
near $14,000. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248: 15- 
99)—‘Death Takes a Holiday’ (Par) 
and Showland unit. Opening pret- 
tily and should beat a good $14,000. 
Last week ‘Bolero’ (Par) fell down 
on eight days, with the rest going 
over $12,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 25-35-40- 
55-60-75-85) — ‘Carolina’ (Fox) and 
vode. Janet Gaynor opened as if 
her film would top the town this 
week with about $16,000. Last week 
‘Suzanne’ (Fox) and Greenwich Vil- 
lage Follies’ on stage okay consid- 
ering with $13,800. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25- 
40)—‘Ninth Guest’ (Co]) and ‘Ever 
Since Eve’ (Fox), with ‘Right to Ro- 
mance’ (RKO) and ‘Rex, King of 
Wild Horses,’ split. First half ex- 
pected to bring something, bpt sec- 
ond not counted on. Maybe $3,000. 
Last week ‘Man Two Worlds’ 
(RKO) and ‘Rainbow Over Broad- 
way’ (FD), with ‘Man’s Castle’ (Col) 
and ‘Straightaway’ (Col) split, had 
nothing to combat the weather, and 





weak at $3,100. 


GARBO HEALTHY $9,000)... 


Pitt All Tangled Up in Weather: Bar’ 


Delmar Unit $8,200 


Pittsburgh, Mareh 5. 
before last it was a blize 
| zard. Last week it was a snowe 
storm. This week it’s a downpour 


that looks like the beginning of the 
worst flood this burg has had since 
1907. Keeping 'em in from the out- 
lying districts where highways are 
flooded and treacherous. Just an 
indication of what the theatres have 
had to contend with here. 


Both Penn and Stanley are back 
to straight pictures this week, for« 
mer with ‘Moulin Rouge’ and latter 
with ‘Wonder Bar.’ Looks like a 
pushover for ‘Bar,’ which had them 
lined up opening day despite the 


weather and should collect $19,000 
on the opening session, probably as- 
suring a h. o. Those marquee 
names are responsible, with Dick 
Powell, especially, always a local 
fav. 

Penn had an idea ‘Rouge’ could 
stand on its own, but management 
has found out otherwise. A stage 
show, in addition, wouldn't have 
hurt to offset the Stanley competi- 
tion because present indications 
point to a feeble session for the 
Bennett picture, with not more than 
$9,000, if that, looked for. 

Absence of stage shows in both 
de luxers is naturally a boon to Pitt, 
where there’s a first-rate unit, 
Harry Delmar’'s ‘Revels,’ to uphold 
the stage end. Small-seater should 
not encounter any difficulty rolling 
up $8,200, fine. 

Otherwise, however, it's 
pickings everywhere. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,700; 25-35)—‘Easy 
to Love’ (WB) and ‘Bombay Mail’ 
(U). Duals apparently not solving 
this house's ills; $2,250, not much 
more than house did with singles. 
Last week, ‘Tillie and Gus’ (Par) 
and ‘Bedside’ (WB) about the same, 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15 
25-40)—‘Sons of the Desert’ (MG). 
Doubtful if it will get $3,200. That’s 
on the wrong side. Last week, 
‘Should Ladies Behave’ (MG), 
yanked after three days to $1,100, 
giving house a new all-time low. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-356 
50)—‘Moulin Rouge’ (UA). Cone- 
stance Bennett can pick up only so 
much business locally, regardless of 
theatre or picture. This one at 
$9,000 will be slightly below her 
usual average. Last week, ‘All of 
Me’ (Par) and ‘Century of Progress 
Revue’ in the red plenty at $14,000, 

Pitt (Shaffer) (1,600; 15-25-40)— 
‘Fog’ (Col) and Harry Delmar’s 
‘Revels.’ First-rate stage show, to- 
gether with fact that Pitt has 
town’s only flesh this week, should 
make it soft pickin’s. A neat $8,200 
in prospect. Last week, ‘Sweetheart 
cf Sigma Chi’ (Mono) and ‘Broad- 
way Peek-a-Boo’ all right at $7,300, 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Wonder’ Bar’ CWB). Expects 
$19,000, which is next to momentous 
in light of conditions and weather, 
Opening drive probably assures thig 
one the originally contemplated sece 
ond week. Last week, ‘Search for 
Beauty’ (Par) and Ben Bernie’s 
band wound up great, credit for an 
unexpected $20,000 going to the old 
maestro. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50) 
—‘Journal of a Crime’ (WB). Selle 
ing Chatterton anytime here is 
hard. Selling her now tougher than 
ever. That’s why a weak $3,000 is 
all this one can hope for. Last 
week, ‘I've Got Your Number’ (WB) 
around $2,900. 


BIRMINGHAM DRENCHED 


Spring Rains Start—'Fashions’ Okay 
Near $6, 


lean 











Birmingham, Mareh 5. 

Quarters are under water this 
week and business is about drowned, 
Annual spring rains are on. Noth- 
ing to do but wait patiently for 
them to cease. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Wilby) (2,800; 30-35- 
40) ‘Fashions of 1934’ (FN). Will be 
a big surprise if it does more than 
$6,000. Last week ‘Roman Scandals’ 
(UA) $6,500. 

Ritz (Wilby) (1,600; 25-30) ‘Coun- 
sellor at Law’ (U). $1,800 and light. 
Last week ‘Four Frightened People’ 
(Par) $1,500. 

Strand (Wilby) (800; 25) ‘Miss 
Fane’s Baby Is Stolen’ (Par). Gete 
ting the mothers if no one else, 
$1,000. Last week ‘Lips Betray’ 
(Fox) $800. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25) ‘Once 
to Every Woman,’ $1,500 .Last week, 
‘College Coach’ (WB) $1,800. 


FLOREY FOR ‘LISA’ 


Hollywood, March 5. 

Robert Florey has been handed 
direction of ‘Mona Lisa’ at War- 
ners. Picture, not yet cast, is slated 
to finish early in April with Henry 
Blanke producing. 

Florey, accompanied by his wife, 
will leave for an extensive vacash 








in the Orient immediately upon 
completion of ‘Lisa.’ 
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‘of ‘Blondes and Redheads.’ 
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Los Angeles, March 5. 

Los Angeles, where double bills 
first became popular and where ap- 
proximately 95% of the houses in 
the territory are using more than 


one feature to a program, is now 
trying out triple bills. 

First house to adopt a three fea- 
ture straight policy is the Knoll, 
mabe, with a 1l5c top. Management 
takes the stand that it is within its 
rights to show triple feature pro- 
grams as are any number of the es- 
tablished dual houses who slip in 
one, two or three so-called previews 


weekly, giving their patron three 
full 1 4 pix, plus shorts, for a 
single « _ission. 


Major distribs in the L. A. ter- 
ritory have become pretty much 
convinced that double features con- 
not be eliminated hereabouts for 
some time to come, and w'!.ereas a 
few months ago a few of the. top 
majors were loudly protesting. that 
they would not permit their out- 
standing films to be dualed matter 
has now simmered dowr to a point 
where anything the exhib wants in 
the way of product is provided re- 
gardless of how it’s shown. 

Only houses in this. district not 
doubling are the few first runs in 
the downtown sector, and Warners 
Hollywood, with Grauman’s Chinese 
not figured because of advanced 
prices and two-a-day policy. 

Certain downtown exhibs have 
been openly disregarding the dual 
bill prevalence by screening out- 
standing pix individually, but in 
most instances value or draw of fea- 
tures has made no difference with 
house policies. 

Argument is advanced that if 
each major distrib would designate 
eight or 10 features for single show- 
ing the widespread prevalence of 
double bills would be speedily over- 
come, and only mediocre or just 
fair product would then be available 
for dual programs. 





Mono Convention Will 
Decide Production Site 


Hollywood, March 5. 

Possible scram by Monogram 
from the ERPI operated Metropol- 
ftan lot is up to the annual con- 
vention of the company late this 
month. Question of new pro —uction 
quarters is bound up with coming 
decision on sound to be used in 
future production. Talisman and 
Pathe lots mentioned as prospects 
in the event of a move. 

Trem Carr, Mono president and 
production chief, this week denied 
there was any rift between himself 
and the ERPI management of the 
lot. Trouble was reported following 
supposed favoritism shown the 
Harold Lloyd company. 


Klein’s Fox Return 


Hollywood, March 5. 

Fox has signed Philip Klein to 
write screen play of ‘State vs. Eli- 
nor Norton,’ by Mary’ Keoberts 
Rhinehart. Picture will be pro- 
duced by the Sol Wurtzel unit, with 
Hamilton McFadden to direct. 

Klein returns to Fox after a two 
months’ vacation. He resigned as 
story editor at this studio last De- 
cem ber. 








Garyn-Kleinert’s Indie Pic 


Pat Garyn and Edward kleinert, 
both formerly with National Screen, 
are preparing to produce a picture 
independently with release ar- 
rangements on the fire with Mono- 
gram. 





KING RETURNS 
Hollywood, March 5. 

Director Henry King returns from 
the Panama Canal zone this week. 
He hopped to Central America sev- 
eral weeks ago to look over atmos- 
phere and backgrounds for his next 
picture at Fox, ‘Marie Gallante.’ 

Spencer Tracy and Kitti Gallian 
head the cast which also includes 
Stepin Fetchit and Hugh Williams. 


TEVIS-GRANGER SHORTS 
Hollywood, March 5. 
Carroll Tevis and Dorothy Gran- 
Ber will be bracketed in a series of 
six two-reelers at Radio. 
Comedies will carry the series title 





| } LA, First Pop Domicile of Duals 
Beginning to Show Em in Triplets’ «=: ered conaitions has a 
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Filmless 





Los Angeles, March 5. 

One year, minus a few days, 
since the Long Beach quake 
finds the neighboring towns of 
Compton and Lynnwood still 
without picture houses. Slim 
prospects of cinema entertain- 
ment for either town for some 
months to come. 

Houses in both towns, owned 
and operated by Al Hanson, 
were demolished beyond re- 
pair. 











Scenarist Sues 


Los Angeles, March 5. 

Alleging that her reputation as 
well as her business has been dam- 
aged to the extent of $80,000 
through unauthor:zed use of her 
name as a member of its staff by 
Universal Scenario Co., Mary Tur- 
ner Downey has filed suit in Su- 





perior court here asking’ that 
amount plus punitive damages of 
$25,000. 


Complainant charges that since 
May 6, 1933, at which time she left 
the employment of the _ scenario 
concern, the defendant company has 
been using her name in connec- 
tion with its business of handling 
scenarios and short stories. 

Harry K. Cohen and A. Edward 
Nichols are attorneys for the plain- 
tiff. 





‘NANA’ MINUS ANNA 


N. Y. House Digs Up Old Films 
With and Without Miss Sten 








Proctor’s Fifth Avenue, N. Y., 
tried cashing in last week on Sam 
Goldwyn’'s local ‘Nana’ advertising 
splurge via a French-made picture 
bearing the same title but minus 
Anna Sten. Booked by Jack Stern, 
operator of the indie house, the 
film, according to him, does not 
bear the name of the producing 
company. 

Current week this house is show- 


turing Miss Sten made in Russia by 
Megvatpom Film. It has one of 
those ‘What every girl should know’ 
plots. Both films have previously 
been seen over here. 





‘Little Man’ Starts 


Hollywood, March 65. 

With a skeleton cast set to sup- 
port Margaret Sullavan and Doug- 
lass Montgomery, Frank Borzage'’s 
‘Little Man, What Now?’ goes into 
work at Universal today (Monday). 

DeWitt Jennings and Kathryn 
Doucet in cast after scores of tests. 
Adaptation is by William Anthony 
McGuire, with Norbert Brodine 
cameraman. 





WB Wants Jory 


Hollywood, March 65. 
Warners is negotiating with Fox 
to get Victor Jory for two pictures. 
Jory is due to start one at Fox 
March 15, but Warners is trying to 
work out an arrangement by which 
the Fox feature may be postponed. 





WILLIS KENT’S TWO 
Hollywood, March 5. 

Willis Kent resumes production 
with a western, ‘Lawless Valley,’ 
this week. Original by Oliver 
Drake with Lane Chandler starred 
and J. P. McGowan megging. 
Next week Kent puts in a melo, 
‘Murder in the Museum,’ E. B. 
Crosswaite original which Mel 
Shyer will direct. 





TUCHOK PACTED 
Hollywood, March 5. 
Wanda Tuchock draws a new 
contract at Radio calling for both 
writing and directing. 


New pact follows her direction 
of ‘Finishing School’ which she 
megged while under a_e writing 


agreement. 





Erpi Replacement 
Hollywood, March 5. 
H. A. McDonell, studio manager 
for Erpi on the Metropolitan lot, 
was replaced without notice on Sat- 





urday (3) by J. Maurice Ridge. 


Organizing 2d Trailer 
Outfit as Biz Betters 


Los Angeles, March 5. 
Improved conditions has Bill 
bile picture road show into Canada 
land organizing a No. 2 outfit for 
| western territory. 

Tour is made with a truck and 
| trailer carrying sound equipment, 
| projection machines, etc. Arms 
hopes to have four units working 
by late summer. 


TATSE-IBEW SQUABBLE 
RENEWS ON NEW SCALE 


Hollywood, March 6. 

The IATSE-IBEW soundmen 
serap broke out anew last week 
with the knowledge that the major 
producers had negotiated a classi- 
fied scale with IBEW. IATSE of- 
ficials charge the setting up of the 
scale as a ‘flagrant and illegal at- 
tempt by a minority to negotiate 
for a majority’ and wired a protest 


to Divisional Administrator Rosen- 
blatt in Washington. 


Rosenblatt has not yet answered 
the yelp. Previously he had refused 
to get in the middle of this six 
months oid squabbie ciaiming it was 
jurisdictional and not a question 
for NRA. 

IA claims the accepted IBEW 
seale is lower than the scale it has 
with independents and which it 
claims Rosenblatt acknowledged as 
‘the prevailing scale of the district’ 
and thus to be recognized under 
code provisions. 

The IBEW seale, effective as of 
Feb. 26, follows: 

Mixers: $2 an hour for six hours; 
$3 an hour after the minimum, six. 

Recorders: $1.50 an hour for six 
hours; $2.25, thereafter. 

Stage men, stage engineers, boom 
men, microphone and cable men, 
$1.162%4 an hour for six hours; $1.75 
thereafter. 

Construction, maintenance, repair 
and installation men, $1.16% an 
hour for six hours; $1.75 thereafter. 

On location trips, no limitation of 
hours but studios agree to furnish 
free room and board with the fol- 
lowing scale: 

Mixers, $24.50 a day, $145.50 a 
week; recorders, $18.25 a day, 











ing ‘Yellow Ticket’, a picture fea-. 


$109.25 a week; class C, $13.75 a 
day, $81.75 a week. 


Roach Darkens 


Hollywood, March 6. 

Roach studio went dark today 
(Monday) to remain off production 
for two weeks. 

Only execs will be on the lot for 
a week and then the writers return, 
taking only a week layoff. When 
production resumes lot will get busy 
on the last 13 shorts of the current 
year program. 











BERNSTEIN ON ‘BREAD’ 

Hollywood, March 5. 
Isadore Bernstein has been set as 
production manager on King Vidor’s 
‘Our Daily Bread,’ producer-direc- 
tor’s indie feature being readied at 
the General Service Studio for 

probable United Artists. release. 
Bernstein was given a furlough 
by the Seven Seas Co., with which 
he has a similar spot, for the dura- 
tion of ‘Bread.’ He replaces Ed 
Ralph, who resigned from the Vidor 
unit to negotiate a production deal 

of his own in Washington, D. C. 


Damage to 





Educating Manager 





Detroit, March 5. 

Friends made Ben Cohen, 
operator of the Roxy, all night 
grind, get up at 4 A. M. and 
sit through a picture they par- 
ticularly disliked. 

Said that it might help to 
improve some of the pictures 
he was showing. 


Fire Dept. Drive 


Long Beach, Cal., March 5. 

Drive by fire department to end 
overcrowding local picture houses 
had its climax in the arrest, after 
repeated warnings, of Charles Bow- 
ser, manager of the F-WC Egyptian. 

Previous violations of the city or- 
dinance prohibiting standees in the- 
atres has cost local exhibs as high 
as $50 fines with warnings that 
repetition of the offense would be 
construed as grounds for cancella- 
tion of permit. 

















HEARING ON ‘RAW’ 


Injunction Restrains Western Film | 
‘Lab from Public Sale 








Los Angeles, March 5. 
Hearing on a temporary injunec- 
tion, issued by Presiding Judge Col- 
lier in Superior court, restraining 
Western Film Laboratories from; 


tive print of ‘Nature in the Raw, 
has been set for Wednesday (7). In- 
junction secured by Far East Pro- 
ductions, Inc., on the eve of a pro- 
posed sale by the lab of a feature 
print, ownership of which has been 
in dispute for months. Temporary 
restraining order is directed against 
the laboratory, and David Welts, 
president, and N. J. McDermott, 
secretary. 

Complaint filed alleges that a lien 
of $1,728.30 claimed against a posi- 
tive print of ‘Nature im the Raw,’ 
also known as ‘Beast of Borneo’ and 
“‘Fambur,’ is without foundation, by 
reason of an agreement entered into 
with Lewis V¥/. Physioe, lab super- 
intendent for the defendants by 
which he holds a 10% interest in 
any profits of the feature in re- 
turn for furnishing two positive 
prints without cost, only one of 
which has ever been delivered. Far 
East Productions comprises Harry 
Carson, Philip A. Van Dusen, Wil- 
liam Faris and Fred Murray. 

Public sale of the undelivered 
print had been advertisec for 
March 1, with Western Lab having 
in view a plan to distribute the 
subject as its own property. 





Par’s Coast Short 


Hollywood, March 5. 
Paramount is producing a musical 
short featuring Bob Crosby with 
Anson Weeks and his band. George 
Arthur directs, with Lou Diamond, 
head of the Par short dept., taking 
charge of the musiker. 


It’s the first short made on the 





local Par lot in a long time. 








Remake ‘Lost Lady’ 


"7 Hollywood, March 5. 
Kathryn Scola is collabing with 


Gene Markey on adaptation of 
Willa Cather’s ‘Lost Lady’ (WB) 
which starred Irene Rich when 
silent. 
New version intended for Kay 
Francis. 





72 ‘Widow’ Dancers 
Hollywood, March 5. 
Albertina Rasch starts this week 
picking the dancing contingent for 
‘The Merry Widow’ (MG). Figures 





New Par Midwest District Setup; 
Platt m K. C., Toledo, Chi Oriental 


* 





on using 72 girls. 


Chicago, March 6. 

Rearrangement of Paramount di- 
visional setups in the midwest takes 
Nate Platt, former Detroit super- 
visor, off the B. & K. northwest 
group to handle a new division com- 
prising the Newman and Royal in 
Kansas City, the Paramount in 
Toledo and the Oriental in Chicago. 

Abe Platt returns as supervisor 
of the B. & K. northside houses. In 
the loop Dave Wallerstein switches 
from suping the Oriental to McVic- 
kers, besides continuing with the 
ace Chicago and his southside 


‘|stantial salary boost. 


Exhibs Have Permitted Equipment 
To Deteriorate to Such an Extent 


Prints Is a Worry 


+ _ 


Los Angeles, March 5. 

Curtailment of even necessary 
repairs in Southern California pic- 
ture houses is costing Los Angeles 
film distribs thousands of dollars in 
replacements of mutilated prints. 
With similar conditions said to ex- 
ist in every exchange center, that 
will swell the annual loss to hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars. 

Principal complaint of local dis- 
tribs is that projection equipment 
has been allowed to deteriorate to 
such an extent that the average life 
of a feature production print pres- 
ently has been reduced so that re- 
placements are necessary every few 
weeks, after the first four or five 
screenings. 

Prints are constantly being re- 
turned to local distribs in a more 
or less state of mutilation, with the 
blame laid on a penny wise, pound 
foolish attitude of exhibitors in 
failing to keep their projection 
equipment in proper shape. 

Figuring the print cost of an 
average seven reel pic at around 
$150, and with major xchanges, 
particularly, using 8-12 prints on 
each release, the cost of replace- 
ments has been variously estimated 
as easily running around $1,000 a 
week in this territory alone. 


Even Deluxe Houses 


Reports indicate that even in the 
deluxe pic houses, equipment has 
reached such a stage that scratched 
films are now the rule instead of 
the exception. So stringent have 
the buying regulations become in 
some of the houses in this territory 
that operators have been instructed 


proceeding with the sale of a posi- ,to cheat on carbons and oil, with 


the result that frequent complaints 
are being heard from patrons. 

Film distribs, mostly, are covered 
by insurance for mutilation of 
films, but where the replacements 
are in small sections it is hard to 
collect anything by reason of the 
mumerous patches and added clips 
that are required. 

Prints which in previous days 
could safely be shown for 15-20 
consecutive engagements are now 
lucky if they come out whole after 
three or four runs. 

Where the distribs are particu- 
larly hard hit is that when prints 
are mutilated after the first and 
second run it becomes necessary for 
them to book the print for three or 
four additional dates to compensate 
them for the cost of replacements 
to the original negative. 

Sporadic attempts are made by 
the distribs to collect for print 
damage from the exhibs at fault, 
but rarely are they successful with- 
out going to the extent of prosecu- 
tion, and such action seldom is 
taken. 





B&K Loop Garrick 
Ready by April 1 


Chicago, March 5. 
B. & K. rapidly remodeling the 


ready for pictures by the end of 
Lent or April 1. 

Slapping on a new marquee and 
redecorating the interior. 





Presnell’s New Ticket 


Los Angeles, March 5. 

Robert Presnell has been handed 
a new two-year ticket as associate 
producer at Warners with a sub- 
New tenure 
effective May 14. 

Presnell currently has three films 
in production and four in prepara- 
tion. 


CAIN ON ‘DELMONICO’S’ 
Hollywood, March 5. 

James M. Cain is at Metro work- 
ing on the script of ‘Duchess of Del- 
monico’ with Harvey Gates. 

Cain, a former N. Y. World re- 
porter, wrote the book, ‘Postmen Al- 
ways Knock Twice.’ 

Nacio Herb Brown 
Freed are on *e music. 





and Arthur 


Change Powell’s Plans 
Hollywood, March 5. 





neighborhood division. . Dave Bala- 
ban retains the loop Roosevelt and 
his neighborhood district. | 


Metro has switched plans for 
William Powell who will now ap- 
pear in ‘Three Men’ before he 
giakes ‘Thin Man’ opposite Myrna 


Loy. 


loop Garrick and expects to have it , 
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Americans Prepare Offensive 
For French Film Biz; Radio's 


Expansion Plans for All Europe 





Paris, Feb. 24. 


Large scale offensive for sale of 
American films in Europe is being 
plotted by a collection of American 
export executives, who are now 
here independently but with similar 
ideas. 

Biggest plans are being made by 
Phil Reisman, foreign sales man- 
ager for Radio, who after three 
weeks in and around Paris has sent 
two alternative schemes for dis- 
tribution in France, Belgium, 
Switzerland, Italy and Spain to the 
head office. 

First layout, which Reisman per- 
sonally prefers, involves setting up 
of a big RKO organization in those 
countries, with all the works, in- 
cluding dubbing outfits, sales forces 
and everything needed for distribu- 
tion. 


Fear that dough may not be 
forthcoming, however, led him to 
propose another arrangement as 


second choice; giving the RKO con- 
cession to established distributors 
already in the field. He has had 
offers during his trip here from 
several first rate concerns in the 
countries mentioned, he says. That 
has been Radio’s method in the past, 
as opposed to most majors, who 
do biz directly. 


J. H. Seidelman, foreign sales 
manager of Columbia, is here, too, 
working on a similar idea. Colum- 
bia is still in the negotiating stage, 
but seems to be directed toward a 
deal with a local distributor. Co- 
lumbia is much encouraged by suc- 
cess of ‘Lady for a Day’ and some 
other pix here now. 


Hicks’ Move 


Jchn W. Hicks, Jr., head of Para- 
mount International, is stirring up 
the Par outfit here to greater ef- 
forts. His problem is different, for 
he has a big organization for dis- 
tributing which has been in ex- 
istence for many years, and all he 
has to do is to insert new pep to 
replace the langor which reflected 
Paramount’s troubles and shifts in 
America. 


Fox managers all over the Con- 
tinent are back, full of ambition 
from the huddle in New York over 
the year end, and Universal’s Paris 
outfit is eagerly awaiting the re- 
turn of Walter Friedland from the 
United States, where he is reported 
to have laid out development 
schemes with the Laemmles. As 
for Metro, Arthur Loew is expected 
here soon, with news then. 

All producers seem to be basing 
their hopes for sales on the scarcity 
of European films.” The German 
output has been badly shot’ since 
the advent of Hitler, and French 
production, due to the bad financial 
condition of the industry, is scarcely 
better. Cheapness of the dollar 
compared to the franc also makes 
American production costs look 
lower when viewed from over here, 
and make competition on a price 
basis possible. 


Reisman’s Idea 


RKO’s outfit here, when as and 
if set up, will be 100 percent native 
in each country, Reisman says. 
Even the top exec in France will be 
French, and the same for Italy, Bel- 
gium, Switzerland and Spain. Plenty 
of film men here with as much ex- 
perience and ability as anyone in 
America, he says, arguing that if 
you want to take profits out of a 
country you may as well leave sal- 
aries behind. Anyway, it takes a 
native to handle a native, accord- 
ing to his idea. 

Radio’s hopes from the European 
market are so big that it is running 
its coast studio now with one eye 
over here, Reisman says. There 
will be a rep. from the sales or pro- 
duction departments here all the 
time, studying the public’s tastes, 
and Harry Leasim, permanent Paris 
representative, will continue to send 
a stream of European stories over 
for consideration. 

Public here wants action stuff, as 
well as good musicals, in Reisman’s 
opinion. Oversophistication and too 
much clever dialog, such as recently 
was the Hollywood vogue, are no 
good any more, he says, and films, 
to get an international market, must 
go back to’ the idea of being mov- 
ing pictures—-pictures that move. 

‘Half the people in America 
couldn’t understand the legit plays 
they used to put on the screen, 

with all the action in one room and 


a thin plot spread out in wise con- 
versation,’ he said. ‘How do you ex- 
pect foreigners to get entertainment 
out of that sort of stuff, after it’s 
been dubbed, or shown with titles 
in their own language for the only 
explanation? 
Prospects 

Big dough which has been made 
by ‘King Kong’ over here has im- 
pressed the RKO execs. They ex- 
pect big European results from a 
new pic based on the ‘Last Days of 
Pompeii’ and another on the life of 
Cecil Rhodes, South African dia- 
mond king. 
‘They want the same thing in 
America as they want here, only 
they don’t know it yet,’ said Reis- 
man. 
He is not worried about the pos- 
sibility of the French film quota gum- 
ming up his plans, and expressed 
confidence in the future of France 
and her commercial friendliness for 
the United States. 
RKO will take over some local 
mades to help out its imported pix, 
and Reisman even suggested that it 
might go into production on this 
side. He differs on that view with 
other American execs on the spot 
now. Seidelman, when the sugges- 
tion was made that Columbia might 
make some pics here, said ‘Heaven 
forbid!’ 
Both Reisman and Seidelman have 
left for London. Both will probably 
be back shortly—Seidelman first, it 
seems likely, because his plans for 
local distribution are less definite 
than Reisman’s, and he has a lot of 
talking to do here still. Hicks is 
staying on a little while before do- 
ing Central Europe Bo Dowling, 
who was with Reisman for a while, 
is in London, where he will make 
his headquarters permanently as 
RKO European director. 


ARGENTINE’S FIRST 
CENSORSHIP MOVE 


Buenos Aires, Feb. 15. 

Mayor of the city has ordered the 
immediate formation of a commis- 
sion to control pictures, working 
with the Inspector General of 
Amusements on censorship and 
other problems. 

Commission will be presided over 
by a member picked among them- 
selves. It will consist of the In- 
spector General of Amusements, 
who will be a sort of secretary; a 
representative each from the Health 
Department, the Public Assistance 
Bureau, the film producers and the 
film distributors; and two reps each 
from the Department of National 
Education and Ministry of Justice 
and Public Instruction. 

Group will classify pictures, pick- 
ing out those suitable for children 
only, censoring some completely, 
etc. 

It’s the first serious and official 
attempt to get picture censorship 
in this territory. 











Radio Shifts Ok 


(Continued from page 5) 


dent of the RKO Distributing Corp. 
This title was formerly held by Ka- 
hane, but voluntarily relinquished 
by him because of studio matters. 
Merian C. Cooper was elected pres- 
ident of Radio Pictures, in charge 
of production, and Pandro S. Ber- 
man’s appointment as_ executive 
producer and_ vice-president of 
RKO Studios, Inc., was confirmed. 
Cooper is expected to spend more 
time in New York than formerly. 

Other appointments made by the 
board include the election of Jules 
Levy as vice-president of RKO 
Distributing and Phil Reisman as 
v-p of RKO Export Corp. Levy 
left by boat for California on Sat- 
urday (3). While there he will hold 
confabs on distribution with the 
studio and the Coast sales force. 

Reisman, abroad for the com- 
pany, is due back from Europe to- 
morrow (7). 

Kahane gets a new deal from 
RKO. Company has given him a 
two-year contract, first he has held 
with the company in his 14 years 
of association with the firm. His 
salary gets upped and, additionally, 
he is to get percentage of profits on 
production. 











Oh, Sir 


Sydney, Feb. 1. 

Sir Ben Fuller is interested 
financially in a locally made 
picture. Asked for his opinion 
of the picture, the showman 
said: 

‘Speaking as a distributor I 
think it’s a grand production. 
As a showman, I think it's 
lousy.’ 














End of Year Survey 
Finds Czechs Losing 
By Fight with U. S. 


Washington, March 5. 


Commerce department = reports 
that during 1933 the Czechoslovak 
motion picture market continued to 
suffer from the unfavorable influ- 
ence of a restriction on imports. In 
1932 the Czechoslovak Government 
decided to aid domestic production 
of films by putting quotas on im- 
ports, and the market has been suf- 
fering badly ever since. 


In view of the high Kontingent 
fee, American companies continued 
their policy, adopted in 1932, and did 
not import or release new produc- 
tions in 1933. American companies 
consider the quota system to be a 
discrimination against the United 
States, for it does not differentiate 
between the earning power of Ger- 
man and English dialog pictures. 
Offers to bring in American pictures 
in German were refused, because 
the Import Commission insisted on 
having American pictures only in 
the English language. A few indie 
American films went into the coun- 
try during the year, but not enough 
to materially alter the status. 


. Shortage of American pictures 
was not serious at first, but it be- 
came more noticeable. Complaints 
from owners of picture theatre and 
from the public began to pour in, 
and most of the newspapers in the 
country, without regard to political 
standing, began to insist that the 
question of American pictures be 
adjusted, in order that the public 
might see quality pictures again. 
Negotiations have been taken up 
several times between the American 
companies and the Ministry of Com- 
merce, but to no avail. 

Association of Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners, especially the sec- 
tion of first-run houses, is also do- 
ing its best to induce the Govern- 
ment to come to an agreement with 
the American companies, on the 
ground that they are _ suffering 
heavy losses by being unable to 
plan programs ahead. They claim 
that under present conditions many 
of the theatre owners do not know 
even two days before a picture is 
scheduled to be shown whether it 
will be available or not. In many 
cases they have to change programs 
at the last minute and lose the coin 
spent in advertising a picture which 
proved to be unavailable. 

Another complaint of theatre 
owners is the high rentals charged 
for Czech pictures and for features 
imported under the present regime 
of heavy fees. 

Number of Czech newspapers are 
complaining against the flooding of 
the country with films having Ger- 
man dialog. They also claim that 
the quality of German pictures is 
far under average and are con- 
stantly suggesting that American 
pictures be reintroduced on the 
Czechoslovak market. 








Resist RKO Merger 





(Continued from page 5) 


have also talked of the possibility 
together. 

How big a part the Rockefeller 
end would play if*the plan were 
launched is problematical. The 
Rockefellers are the largest stock- 
holders in Chase and outside of 
RCA are the top individual stock- 
holders in RKO. The Rockefellers 
also have a stock interest in RCA. 

There would be many points to 
be clarified should the move get un- 
der way. How much of a part M. 
J. Meehan is to play in RKO’s re- 
organization is one angle, and how 
RKO would settle its Orpheum Cir- 
cuit situation is another. Then 
there’s Radio City, so far as RKO 
and the Rockefellers are concerned. 

Fox, on the other hand, has the 
Fox-West Coast theatre reorgani- 
zation nearing completion. Fox 
Film has around a $10,000,000 in- 
vestment in F-WC and upon com- 
pleting that reorganization Fox 
Film is looking toward clear sail- 
ing. 





Doyle Stands Against Anzac Quota; 


Sir Fuller to Build Another House 





Ey ERIC GORRICK 
Sydney, Feb. 1. 

Stuart F. Doyle, m.d. of General 
Theatres and Cinesound, is not in 
favor of the government introduc- 
ing a quota for Australian pictures. 

Doyle says that a quota would 
naturally be necessary if and when 
local producers could prove that an 
attempt was being made by any ex- 
hibiting organization to prevent 
locally-made_ films from _ being 
screened. He believes, however, 
that the introduction of a quota 
now would tend to create a number 
of mushroom organizations financi- 
ally floated on the strength of the 
operation of a quota, 

Cinesound, Doyle said, hopes to 
turn out about 14 pictures a year 
by 1935. He (Doyle) was quite sat- 
isfied that his studio could turn out 
pictures of such high merit that no 
quota would be necessary to guar- 
antee exhibition by G.T. or any 
other exhibitor. 





Biz Okay 

‘I Was a Spy,’ (G-B) is a solid 
hit here and well set for an ex- 
tended run. ‘Dancing Lady’ (M-G) 
and ‘If I Were Free’ (Radio) look 
like going into the money class. 
‘The Way to Love’ (Par) goes into 
its second week and should stay 
around four. 

Trade all around has been pretty 
good and current attractions in- 
clude, ‘Right to Romance, ‘Invisible 
Man’ (U), ‘Before Dawn,’ ‘Love 
Nest,’ ‘White Woman,’ ‘Ever in My 
Heart,’ ‘Golden Harvest.’ 

In Melbourne business is great 
with ‘The Masquerader’ (UA) and 
other attractions pulling well. These 
include ‘A Ticket in Tatts,’ ‘Love on 
Wheels,’ ‘You Made Me Love You,’ 


‘Successful Calamity,’ ‘Berkeley 
Square’ (Fox) and ‘The Narrow 
Corner.’ 

Attractions doing well in New 
Zealand include, ‘Invisible Man’ 
(U), ‘Cavaleade’ (Fox), ‘Paddy’ 
(Fox), ‘Hayseeds,’ and ‘The Good 


Companions’ (G-B). 





Fuller to Build 

Sir Ben Fuller states that his or- 
ganization will go ahead and build 
a new theatre in Melbourne at an 
early date. Plans call for a house 
seating over 3,000 together with a 
hotel containing 400 rooms. Sir 
Ben says the entire building will 
be the most palatial in Australia, 
when completed. 

Since Sir Ben’s return from 
America he has hardly had a min- 
ute to spare, working day and night 
to keep one jump ahead of the 
other fellows, which means a lot 
of jumping. 





Flaherty Due 

Robert Flaherty, maker of ‘Good 
Companions’ and ‘I Was a Spy,’ is 
reported due to visit Australia to 
make a picture dealing with the life 
of the Australians. 

Visit of such a noted director will 
give the local producing game a big 
uplift, it is predicted. 





Favors to Fox? 

Some distribs say they are 
at General Theatres because Fox 
pictures have been given the best 
holiday dates in the G.T. ace the- 
atres. Officials of G.T. deny that 
Fox has always copped the best 
playing dates stating that certain 
pictures were dated into theatres 
simply because type of picture was 
suited to the holiday period. ‘Paddy’ 
played over Yuletide and did 
smashing business, 

Distribs say Fox is given prefer- 
ence because of its big holdings in 
Hoyts, whilst the regular distribs 
have to sit out in the cold and take 
the leavings. 


sore 


Bowden Promoted 

Harald Bowden has been ap- 
pointed general manager of W-T, 
replacing Charles B. Westmacott, 
who resigned recently after years of 
service with the organization, 

Bowden was for many years prin- 
cipal booker for W-T in London and 
New York and was recalled some 
months agyv to prenare for the pres- 
ent position, 


Howe Dies 
W. J. CCBill’) Howe, one of Aus- 
tralia’s foremost figures in the pic- 
ture world, has died. Howe had 
been connected with the motion pic- 
ture industry in this country for 





many years and at the time of his 


death was a director of Olympie 
Pictures, Ltd. 





United Artists, by arrangement 
with Paramount, is running its ace 
attractions at the Capitol, Mel. 
bourne. First break was made with 
‘The Masquerader’ and business hag 
hit the high spots. 

Other U.A. attractions will follow 
on an extended run plan. 





Joe McCurdy, Columbia rep, ig 
in Australia seeking an outlet for 
his company’s picture. 

McCurdy is having difficulty in 
locating a theatre. 


AUSTRALIAN PIC PROBE 
SPREADS TO N. ZEALAND 


Sydney, Feb. 1, 

Probe in Australia is beginning 
to mean nearly as much as code 
does in America. 

Following on the present film 
code in New South Wales, it looks 
as though the quizz idea will spread 
as far as New Zealand. Stated 
that the government there will do 
a probe into picture affairs covering 
their territory. Other governments 
in Australia are watching closely 
the operations in the Mother State, 
and it is believed that a Royal 
Commission will be the next step. 

Inquiry now in force is really gete 
ting nowhere except that it is cost- 
ing the taxpayers a pretty penny, 
The average man-in-the-street 
doesn’t seem to care how many 
theatres are operating and is only 
concerned with being able to pick 
the best spots for his entertainment, 

Board of Control 

R. W. G. Mackay, attorney for 
Greater Union Theatres, British 
Empire Films, and Cinesound, 
tendered a proposal to the Film 
Commissioner providing for the 
setting up of a board of five mem- 
bers to control the picture indus- 
try in Australia. 

Personnel of the proposed board 
would consist of representatives of 
distributors, city, nabe, and coun- 
try exhibitors and producers of 
Australian pictures. A chairman igs 
to be appointed by the governor of 
the state. Parliament would be 
asked to draft a bill for an act to 
provide for the setting up of the 
proposed board. 

Principal functions of the board 
of control would be: Determination 
of admission charges to theatres; 
price for film hire; right of rejec- 
tion by exhibitors of films made 
under contract, and to what ex- 
tent; settle the uniform style of 
contracts to be used by distribs in 
the hire of pictures; lay down the 
nature and extent of any quota for 
Australian and British pictures: to 
control and regulate the issue of 
further theatre licenses. 

Board shall report to minister of 
parliment, and minister may direct 
that no exhibitor’s license be issued 
for a locality where board has sat- 
isfied itself another theatre is not 
required, and that the erection of 
such a theatre would result in un- 
reasonable economic waste. 

Board is also to control any dise 
pute within the industry. 

Known around the city that 
Stuart Doyle will bid for the ap- 
pointment of chairman should the 
government allow such a board of 
control to come into being. But in 
high official circles this is strongly 
denied, and stated that Doyle will 








remain co-head of the G.T. organ- 
ization. 
Every since the inquiry began 


Doyle has been accused of being thé 
person responsible for the probe in 
the first place, 





SPANISH LIKE MAE 


Barcelona, Feb. 26. 

First Mae West picture to be 
shown in Barcelona opened Feb. 16 
at the Coliseum and is showing te 
packed houses. Spaniards like her 
curves, . 

Liceo theatre named a Miss Maé 
West in a contest, and gal is to 
have a chance in a Spanish picture 





Geraghty’s Fall 
London, Feb. 14. 
Tom Geraghty is confined te 
Douglas Fairbanks’ house under the 
care of a nurse. 
He fell, straining his back, and 
will be laid up for about a fort- 





night. 
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10%, Tax on All Foreign Income 


May Chase 


Paris, Feb. 24. 
Americans working in all 
branches of show business and films 


here 


may be driven out of the country 


‘ff a 10% tax on foreigners’ salaries, 


passed by the Chamber of Deputies. 
gets through the Senate as well. 
Move is simultaneous with agita- 
tion by Union of French Film Pro- 
duction Personnel to get rid of for- 
eigners in their ranks. Union con- 
tends that the law restricting num- 


‘ber of aliens employed in the in- 


dusiry is not enforced, and prom- 
ises to denounce publicly the firms 
it alleges are violating it. 


Anti-foreign row is not confined 
to films, however. It is general. 
and will hit American music hall 
and circus acts, booking agents 
cabaret performers, musicians, etc 
It is not aimed at Americans se 
much as at German exiles who are 
flooding the market here in all 
fields, but fact that the aim is eise- 
where doesn't soften the blow. 


Ten percent tax provision was 
Slipped into the revenue bill by 
Chamber finance committee as a 
rider. Principal author is Maurice 
Petche, former under-secretary of 
finance, and committee says its ob- 
ject is to force employers. to re- 
place foreign workers by French 
unemployed. 

"" 


Trax is to be paid by employer 
on the salaries he pays. 

Few of the Americans here may 
get by on the ground of ten years 
or more of local residence, but there 
are not many such. American con- 
cerns are not going to pay the tax 
in many cases, so that if the bill 
becomes law most of the expatriates 
in show business will have to go 
home and see what the American 
ma-ket has to offer them. 

Film companies, such as Univer- 
sal, which has many exiled Ger- 
mans as well as some Americans 
on its local payroll, will be doubly 
hit. Radio, in announcing that in 
its proposed continental distribut- 
ing organization it will employ 
only natives, hit the right note for 
present conditions by accident. 

American newspapermen here feel 
that they will be able to get by on 
the theory that there is a perma- 
ment ‘insufficiency of French labor’ 
in their profession, since French- 
men can’t possibly do their work 
at all. They count on special de- 
crees to exempt them. 

Farmers are exempt from the tax, 
so that Americans who don’t want 
to go home can go back to the soil 
right here in France. 

Union of French Film Production 
Personnel, in announcing its anti- 
foreign drive, says it is preparing 
evidence to show that the French 
film industry is slowly falling into 
foreign hands. Says it will reveal 
reports which have been suppressed 
by functionaries and politicians and 
will publish lists of foreign per- 
sonnel employ.d in studios. 

Fair proportion of cameramen 
and techniciens in French ' studios 
have loong been Americans. Amer- 
ican sound men are still preferred. 


‘Since the closing of German studios 


to Jews a lot of men have come 
here from the Reich, especially to 
work on artistic angles of produc- 
tion. On the average French jot, 
French, English and German. are 
spoken interchangeably, with a lit- 
tle Russian sprinkled in for good 
measure, 

Union says it is resolved to chase 


foreigners from distribution as well 


as preduction in France. They not 
only want enforcement of the pres- 
ent laws, but ask for the passage 
of new regulations to further re- 
Strict foreign workers and they 
promise to fight for it. 





Rio’s 2,200-Seater 


Rio de Janeiro, Feb. 20. 
Rex, Rio de Janeiro’s largest and 
only air-conditioned motion picture 
heatre, has been opened. Theatre 


_ 1&8 a seating capacity of 2,100, and 


secupies the first two floors of a 
‘ecently completed 22-story office 
‘uilding located in the heart of the 
heatre district. 

Sound equipment is of local man- 
ufacture, while the air conditioning 
installation is of American origin. 


, Acoustical qualities of the house are 


unusually poor and sound equip- 
ment installation inferior. 


ea) 


Yanks Out of Paris 


+ 





The King Liked Films 





Paris, Feb. 24. 

Harold Smith, local Hays 
man, went to Brussels at the 
head of an American Legion 
delegation attending the fun- 
eral of King Albert. Color 
guard of six accompanied him. 
Smith is commander of the 
Paris Post, American Legion. 

King Albert used to attend 
cinemas incognito on his visits 
to Paris, and always insisted 
on paying his way and sitting 
in the orchestra with the rest 
of the audience. Liked it, be- 
cause he never got a chance to 
see a film in comfort in Brus- 
sels. 

Sometimes he spent most of 
his day in Paris seeing pic- 
tures, going from one theatre 
to another. 

On one 
panied by Dr. J. 
American hospital, his throat 
specialist, he saw a newsreel 
of himself inaugurating a bridge 
near Antwerp. Audience, un- 
aware of King’s presence, burst 
into applause. King pressed 
Le Mee’s arm in the darkness. 


Lots of Diff Between 
First Runs and Nabes, 
French Pic Men Learn 


Paris, Feb. 24. 

Lots of difference between what 
a high-class Parisian audience will 
pay to see in English, in a show- 
‘case, and what the general public, 
which pays mass admissions all 
over the country, will swallow, 
American distribs here are learn- 
ing. 

Mass French public wants slap- 
stick and action, and the highbrow 
stuff doesn’t go in sticks. ‘Back 
Street (U), for instance, with which 
Universal broke a world’s record in 
its first run, is not doing so well 
in the bushes. Had a bad break, of 
course, in that the prints were 
turned loose during the riots, but 
even aside from that it is proving 
a disappointment. 

In one nabe a customer made a 
typographical error and went in 
because he thought ‘Back’ in ‘Back 
Street’ was Bach, local slapstick 
favorite actor. When he found out, 


eccasion, accom- 
M. Lee of the 











‘\he wanted his money back. 





RADIO SNATCHES IRISH 
DELUXER FROM PAR 


London, Feb. 24. 


Walter MeNally, Irish Free State 
manager for Radio Pictures, has 
leased the Capitol, Dublin, a 2,000- 
seat deluxer, from James Fleming. 
Partners in the deal are Jack Mc- 
Entaggart and Jack Tallin, local ex- 
hibitors. 

House was formerly leased by 
Paramount on seven years with op- 
tion, at $60,006 a year. When Para- 
mount was asked to take . > the op- 
tion, it offered $50,000. A few days 
after expiration of option, Para- 
mount wired for renewal at the old 
rental, but it was too late. The 
others had stepped in. 





Arliss as Liszt? 


When George Arliss comes over 
here next summer for his annual 
holiday, he may appear for the 
Parisian company, City Films, in the 
lead of ‘Hungarian Rhapsody,’ di- 
rected by A. E. Dupont. 

Story is based on the life of Franz 
Liszt. 





| Pretentious Cast 


One of the most pretentious casts 
ever assembled for a picture will 
be that gathered for the film adap- 
tation of ‘Bella Donna.’ 

It will be headed by Cedric Hard- 
wicke, Mary Ellis and Conrad Veidt, 
and in addition includes Frank Vos- 
per, Benita Hume, Gerald du Mau- 
rier, Mary Clare, Eva Moore, Fran- 
cis L. Sullivan, Haidee Wright and 
Henry Hewitt. 





‘Little Women’ (Radio) will be 
withdrawn from the Regal after a 





four weeks’ pre-release run, Feb. 22. 


“¥e 


Reisman’s Indisposition 
Chases Him Back Pronto 


March ; 
suddenly 


London, 
Phil Reisman grabbed 
the Berengaria here for New York 
last Wednesday (28), which will get 
him into New York tomorrow 
(Tues.). 

Radio foreign head had expected 
to stick around Europe a couple of 
weeks or so more to complete a 
lineup for new offices all around, 
but suddenly felt himself ailing and 


Par's Brit. Chain 
May Be Sold; Two 
Leading Bidders 


London, Feb. 24. 





of the other's activities. 


Arthur Segal, head of several 
companies controlling about eight 
cinemas in the provinces, is one. 
The other is E. E. Lyons, director 
of National Provincial Picture 
Houses, Ltd., and British Cinema 
Construction Syndicate, Ltd. 

Segal originally owned the Para- 
mount-Astorias, in conjunction with 
the Lesser Brothers, wealthy mer- 
chants, and sold them to Paramount 
five years ago. Understood price 
was around 1,000,000 pounds, which 
in those days was about four mil- 
lion dollars. He made a handsome 
profit on the deal. 

Lyons is an old-timer in the 
racket, has made several fortunes, 
and lost some, He built the Astoria, 
in the West-End, and was head of 
a chain of suburban theatres under 
name of Carreras Picture Theatres. 
Now back in full force and has three 
new ones in the provinces, Purley, 
Brighton and Worthing, with sev- 
eral more to follow. 

There are four Paramount 
Astorias, situated in very im- 
portant suburban spots in London. 
All of the super type, and despite 
hefty overhead are paying well, due 
largely to the able management of 
Earl St. John. 

Paramount would like to sell, es- 
pecially with the rate of exchange 
in its favor. If the company could 
get back its 1,000,000 pounds it 
would be making $1,000,000 profit at 
the current rate of exchange. 

Another bait given to Par is that 
the new owners would play Par 
pictures, which would secure Par 
releases in important spots. 

Gaumont-British would not be 
averse to securing the properties, if 
it had a chance, as it is opposition 
to this ace circuit. 





NO LIKE FLIP CRITICS 


London Exhibs Trying to Go After 
Wise-cracking Film Scribes 








London, Feb. 24. 

London and Home _ Counties 
branch of Cinematograph Exhibitors 
Association has approached the 
Kinematograph Renters Association 
to find a way of stopping lay press 
from flippaney in film criticisms. 
Most of the scribes are youths with 
very little experience of the film in- 
dustry whose sole aim is to wise- 
crack, irrespective of the merit of 
tie picture, they claim. 

Has been found this gab is having 
an adverse affect on the grosses, 
and it is likely concerted action will 
be taken to stop advertising in pa- 
pers that are biggest offenders. 





Mojica May Quit Pix 


Hollywood, March 5. 

Jose Mojica, Spanish star, may 
soon retire from pictures for a year 
or two, and perhaps for good. 

Concern for his mother, whom 
he is taking to Mexico City to be 
with relatives and where she will 
be permanently at home, is respon- 
sible for the move. 

Retirement to Mexico City will 
immediately follow the completion 
of two pix he still is contracted to 





do for Fox. Next one, ‘Don Cos- 
sack’, in Spanish, is skeded to go 


into work around March 15. Final 





one set for July. 


thought it best to blow before the 


Two important picture theatre 
eoncerns are quietly seeking to 
acquire the Paramount-Astorias 


(theatre chain), each being unaware 





He Came, He Saw 


Paris, Feb. 24. 

Riot story: Lone customer 
strayed into Metro's Madeleine 
Cinema night of Feb. 6, when 
Mobile Guards were shooting 
rioters down two blocks away 
at the Concorde. Paid his dol- 
lar and sat solitary in middle 
of orchestra. 
} Management offered him his 
money back, but he said they 
advertised a picture show and 
the law said they had to put 
it on for a thousand people or 
for one. If they didn’t, he’d sue 
‘em. So they ran the show just 
for him, with guns popping 
outside, 


Talk Novelty Wears 
Off in China; U. S. 
Pics 807, of Market 


Shangai, Feb. 15. 
Novelty of talking pictures is ap- 
parently waning in China, and na- 
tive theatre patrons now show a 
definite preference for Chinese films. 
American pictures are getting 
more than 80% of the trade here. 


There is very little competition from 
French or German sources. More 
British pictures are getting in, how- 
ever, and are getting a better break 
in the local market than they or 
anyone outside of Americans, ever 
had. 

Talking pictures in the English 
language have to depend almost ern- 
tirely on receipts in Shanghai and 
Hongkong for profits, as the receipts 
are very minor in other centers 
where foreigners reside. Even in 
the capital, Nanking, there is now 
not a single house left which shows 
exclusively non-Chinese films. 

Programs are of mixed foreign 
and Chinase productions, there be- 
ing an insufficiency of the latter to 
maintain a constant supply. If there 
were more local pics available they 
could have pretty nearly the whole 
thine. 

There are approximately 250 pic- 
ture theatres in China. 


197 FILMS IN GERMANY 
DURING *33; DROP OF 12 


Berlin, Feb. 24. 


Germany ended the year 1933 with 
fewer pictures shown than the year 
previous, although not as many 
fewer as had been expected because 
of the political upheaval. Managed 
to finish up with 197 films as op- 
posed to 208 the year previous. Dif- 
ference was mostly in home produc- 
tion, country’s filmers turning out 
twelve less pictures than they did a 
year ago; foreign imports were up 
one, 

Seventy-one films were brought 
in during 1933, as opposed to 70 in 
1932. Division among the world 
countries is pretty much the same 
as it was, France suffering the big- 
gest loss, and smaller countries get- 
ting the break. American imports 
were up three. 

Films imported were from: 
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\ 1933 1932 

ass ie 668es oc kee eeenes 46 43 

| France ...... ecccceee§ 8 15 

eo ee maee aa 6 7 
AGEN tb ecwsanes veeenee 3 0 
Czechoslovakia ...... 3 1 
is eee paee 4 1 
EOOUINOEEE cccccsse news 1 2 
Ro Grae ab ca a r 0 1 

Totals 


ies esocteasen 71 70 


Fox Snubs Showcase, 
Starting Some Rumors 


Paris, Feb. 24. 
Management of Edcuard VII. Fox 
showcase, is annoyed because Fox 
didn’t give it ‘Cavalcade’ and now 
is putting several important fu- 

ture releases in other theatres. 
Report spread that Fox would 
have to find another house to play 
its run-of-the-mill pics, but Carlo 
Bavetta announces he’s signed up 
the Edouard for three more, thus 
assuring the connection for another 





month and a half, at least. 


Souhami Out of Paramount in Paris: 
Question of Salary Payoff in Dollars 


| Paris, 

David 
boss of Latin Europe 
the 
executive capacity for more than 10 


March 5. 


Souhami is out as Par's 


He has been 
company in 


with important 


years and his departure is causing 
considerable chatter in the film col- 
ony here. 

ii's one more move in John Hicks 
Jr.s determined effort to clean 


house for his company. Hicks is 
Paramount's foreign company head 
and only two weeks ago accepted 
the resignation of Ike Blumenthal, 
who had been in charge of all 
Europe for the company for 14 
years, 

Souhami was a big figure in 
French film circles, being v.p. of 
the Film Board of Trade (Chambre 
Syndicale). No one named to re- 
place him yet, and probably won't 
be until Fred Lange, new Par chief 
for Europe, makes an appointee of 
his own. 

Hicks left for Berlin Friday (2) 
with Gus Schaifer, Par’s German 
rep, who had been here for a week 
conferring with him. Hicks has not 
yet made up his mind about Ger- 
many and may decide on his current 
look-see to give that territory up 
completely and close Par's offices 
there. 

Still no completely credible story 
here as to the why of Paramount's 
housecleaning activities, with most 
constantly mentioned story being 
that Blumenthal, Souhami, Schaif- 
fer and others tried to get their 
salaries adjusted because of the 
dollar drop. All had been, or are 
being, paid in dollars rather than 
foreign currency and felt they had 
been getting a good deal less than 
contracted for. Par’s h.o. couldn't 
see salary modification, it’s said. 


CONTROVERSY IN INDIA 
AS ‘HENRY’ IS BARRED 


By PHILLIP GREAVES 
Calcutta, Feb. 1. 
‘The Private Life of Henry VIII 
is not considered suitable for show- 
ing in Bengal. Announcement that 
the Bengal Board of Film Censors 
has suspended the certificate for its 


exhibition has raised a controversy 
in local film circles, especially as 
it was passed for showing in Bom- 
bay. It is understood, however, 
that when it was officially viewed in 
Calcutta, exception was taken to 
its moral tone and to some of the 
dialog. 

Upon its arrival in Bombay the 
film, before release for public view, 
was seen by the local board of cen- 
sors and a large body of professors 
from the schools and university, 
and was passed without a single 
cut. First question of its ban in 
India was raised in the House of 
Commons in November by Sir 
Frank Sanderson, and Sir Samuel 
Hoare stated that he would make 
inquiries, 











Filming Ceylon 

Production unit which arrived to 
take films in Ceylon under the au- 
spices of the Ceylon Tea Propa- 
ganda Board, left to make a pre- 
limary tour of the island. Still 
photos will be taken and movie 
tests made before the unit returns 
to Colombo to make arrangements 
for the production of eight films 
dealing with life in Ceylon, rang- 
ing from historical remains to mod- 
ern activities. 

Four films will be made with 
sound accompaniments and four 
will be silent. 





Films in Calcutta 


Viceroy and Lady Willingdon 
were present at the New Empire 
theatre to view ‘I Was a Spy’ 
(G-B), which is drawing crowded 
houses at every showing. It rivals 
in popularity ‘Dinner at Eight’ 
(M-G), just finishing a most suc- 
cessful and extended season at the 
Globe. 

Other draw films now in Calcutta 
includes: ‘My Weakness’ (Fox), 
with Lilian Harvey, ‘So This Is 
Africa’ (Col), ‘Tarzan the Fearless’ 





(Principal), ‘The Vagabond King’ 
|} (Par), “Doctor xX’ (WB), and Tm 
}‘No Angel’ (Par). 
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‘SPANISH AMERICA’ 

E. M. Newman Travelog 
13 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 


Vitaphone 8206 


Travelogs are a bore or unusu- 
ally interesting. This short is a 
eharming piece of work. It is ex- 


ecellently photographed and a vari- 
ety of scenes in Havana and the 
Panama Canal Zone are shown in 
tasteful arrangement. 

The extreme tranquility of the 
Havana street scenes is sufficient 
to excite contrasting thoughts of 
curiosity for any that view them 
in the light of the recent Cuban 
revolts. These scenes apparently 
were taken after a rainfall and 
thereby prove more colorful as the 
pavements seem glaced. 

Throughout the short, a pleasant 
offscreen voice that doesn’t gab too 
much, can be heard describing the 
This voice is spasmodically 


scenes. 
interrupted in a pleasant way by 
Spanish musical instruments and 


Spanish singing voices which blend 
harmoniously with the scenes. All 
the scenes are silent. 

The Panama views are a mixture 
of fiuid stillness of native water 
scenes and the hotcha turbulence 
of native niteries. Marimba music 
and hip dancers can be seen per- 
forming before a mixed nite club 
audience, made up for a large part 
of American gobs. 

One highly interesting action 
scene is that of a native marriage 
ceremony, among a certain type of 
inland Indians. The half naked 
groom for an unexplained reason 
must hold his nose while dancing 
the marriage ceremonial. This will 
cop plenty laughter. Shan. 


10 BABY FINGERS’ 

Comedy; 

17 Mins. 

Translux, N. Y. 
Columbia 

Chevalier’s bedtime story may 
have motivated this. Asice from 
that, and the fact that it has a lot 
of the usual slapstick the Sidney- 
Murray team register some laughs. 

There’s not much of a story, or 
thread for that matter. The team 
happens to be bachelors until a 
babe is dumped at their door. After 
that the mother appears and then 
the father. 

There’s the usual racing around, 
giving the team a chance to go for 
blackface disguise. One of the 
hearty laughs is provoked by a 
diaper sequence, Murry experiment- 


TALKING SHORTS 


i ‘WHAT DOES 1934 MEAN?’ 

| Wynn 

Astrological chatter 

10 Mins. 

Roxy, New York. 
Educational (Fox) 

Wynn, astrologist for some dailies, 
here tells what can be expected for 
the coming year. It’s not especially 
brilliant stuff, but there're quite a 
few people who are interested in 
that sort of thing and; even if 
they’re not it has its novelty value. 

Wynn is given a big build-up as 
the man who predicted the bank 
closure last year and several things 
like that. Then he begins talking 
and says a lot of general things, 
without anything very specific. It'll 
be the toughest year yet from a 
money standpoint, he says; the 
stock market will be more danger- 
ous and tricky than ever; there will 
be student rebellions in colleges; 
wages won’t increase much: the 
amusement industry faces some tre- 
mendous mergers; there will be a 
lot of scientific development; world 
peace will depena on the action of 
the United States, Russia and Eng- 
land; Roosevelt can become the 
greatest man in American history 
if not interfered with. When he 
gets to the President, he really 
\. -X€S warm on a speech to the ef- 
fect that we must have confidence 
in the Chief executive and not 
‘crucify him.’ Kauf. 


‘THE WRONG, WRONG TRAIL’ 
With Block and Sully 


Comedy 
11 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone 8312 
Smartly designed patter piece 


built on the funny crossfire of the 
Block and Sully act. This pair from 
vaude make an effective screen 
comedy team. Handed character 


roles of a detective and dumb dora 
nurse, respectively, they fulfill ex- 
pectations. Minor comics, all male, 
make up the surrounding cast with 
bits of chatter and action. Block’s 
farewell speech to the audience at 
the finish, however, can be cut to 
help reception. Photography and 
recording okay with the value of 
the Block and Sully name sure to 
prove worthwhile for programs 
where the pair are known from 
their vaude and seen: Sg 
an. 





ing with Sidney. Waly. 





WONDER BAR 


First National production and release co- 
starring Al Jolson, Kay Francis, Dolores 
Del Rio, Ricardo Cortez, Dick Powell; Hal 
LeRoy, Guy Kibbee, Hugh Herbert and 
others featured. Directed by Lloyd Bacon 
Numbers directed by Busby Berkeley. 
Based on play by Geza Herczeg, Karl Far- 
kas and Robert Kaischer. Adaptation and 
screen play by Earl Baldwin. Songs by 
Harry Warren and Al Pubin. Proiuced by 


Robert Lord. Camera, Sid Hickox; musical 

director, Leo F. Forbstein. At Strand, 
Y., week Feb. 28. Running time, 55 

mins. 

a a cusin sgees beeewsdeeeeeesd Kay Francis 

DEN 2 dos awe b¥eeeeeceseseesnts Dick Powell 


eee SeCeoeresesccccsesee Al Jolson 






..-Ricardo Cortez 
ceonees Hal LeRoy 


Simpson.......0+ eoccscccccecsecs Guy Kibbee 
Mrs. Simpson........ geeeesce Ruth Donnelly 
MU + 06s Sev ecceseeetteee ses Hugh Herbert 
rr eee Louise Fazenda 
NS 6nids 0600060066000 %000d00 Fifi D’Orsay 
Capt. Von Ferring........... Robert Barrat 
Sy SDS oS vane cdeguedake Henry Kolker 





‘Wonder Bar’ has got about every- 
thing. Romance, flash, dash, 
class, color, songs, star-studded tal- 
ent and almost every known requi- 
site to assure sturdy attention and 
attendance. It’s a ‘Grand Hotel’ of 
a Paris boite-de-nuit (wherein it 
differs in locale from the original 
Viennese), of which Al Wonder (Al 
Jolson) is the m.c., maitre and gen- 
eral Mr. Fix-It of his Wonder Bar. 

Kay Francis is the faithless wife; 
Ricardo Cortez the double-dealing 
tango dancer; Del Rio his dance 
partner and inamorata; Dick Powell 
the Wonder Bar’s maestro and 
songwriter who is likewise smitten 
with Del Rio, as is Jolson. It’s a 


case of unrequited amour with the 
latter, which is convincing back- 
ground for the spirited balladizing. 
Guy Kibbee, Hugh Herbert, Ruth 
Donnelly and Louise Fazenda as a 
quartet of American chump tourists 
provide not a little of the incidental 
comedy by-play. 

The cabaret setting plausibly per- 
mits for the seven musical numbers, 
which are about evenly split be- 
tween Jolson and Powell as soloists. 
There’s also an effective tango be- 
tween Cortez and Del Rio, labeled 
‘Tango Del Rio,’ while the ‘Valse 


Amoureuse’ is an alternate label for 


the big waltz number, ‘Don’t Say 
Goodnight.’ 

Powell leads that, and it’s the 
most elaborately staged production 
number under the Berkeley tech- 
nique. The other is Jolson’s ‘Gonna 
Go to Heaven on a Mule,’ which is 
even more highly imaginative stag- 
ing, wherein Jolson enters the 


pearly gates and finds St. Peter, 
Gabriel, Emperor Jones, Uncle Tom, 


the angels ’n’ everybody are colored. 
The waltz number is permitted to 
unreel a bit fulsomely, but it’s ex- 
cellent audience stuff running the 
gamut of the Berkeley style of over- 
head, diaphragm, terp formations, 
plus the usual pan-shooting that’s 
an equal tribute to the photog. This 
staging is further embellished by 
some very effective mirror and pris- 
matic formations as the waltzers 
whirl into a forest set, and thence 
the mirror scene, along with the 
other formations. Mirror stuff is 
used twice, reprised in the heaven 
setting. 

The other songs are ‘Fairer on the 
Riviera,’ ‘Don’t You Remember the 
Night We Spent at the Wonder Bar,’ 
‘Why Do I Dream False Dreams?’ 
and a couple of choruses of ‘Dark 
Eyes’ (‘Oh Chichornia’) which leads 
into a very funny Russe dialectic 
scene between Jolson and Dalmatoff, 
whom the mammy singer had with 
him in the Broadway production. 


As was obvious from the original 
Viennese source of ‘Wonder Bar,’ 
when the Shuberts, George Jessel 
and other Americans abroad won- 
dered about it for the American 
market, the story basically was 
light. That proved itself in the sub- 
sequent continental reproductions 
and also on Broadway when Jolson 
did it at the 44th St Theatre Roof 
(old Nora Bayes theatre). The 
prime appeal was the casting, but, 
more importantly, the novelty of 
converting a theatre into a replica 
of a nite club with part of the audi- 
ence sitting vn the stage, while the 
cafe floor occupied the centre of 
the auditorium. That illusion is 
carried out in the picture. 


The scenarizing has endeavored to 
tighten the loose ends, and Earl 
Baldwin has achieved that in no 
small measure, so, even if the yarn 
is a bit loose, it’s still very much to 
the credit of the screen artificers 
who realized the necessity for 
kneading the yarn. 

In the ‘Grand Hotel’ manner, the 
premise is quickly established, the 
characters forthrightly introduced 
and cataloged, whereupon the pro- 
ceedings of a night at the Wonder 
Bar get under way. The faithless 
wife, who’s given a valuable neck- 
lace to the gig, starts it as the 
threatening domestic complications 
unfold first. Then the gig’s loss of 
interest in his dance partner and 
paramour; then Jolson’s unrequited 
romantic interest in the dancer; also 
the attachment of the orchestra 
leader (Powell) for Inez. Against 
this background unfolds the minor 
situation with the dashing captain, 
who has his last fling before a pre- 
planned suicide to free himself of 
his financial worries; the frolicsome 
American tourists and other side- 








Miniature Reviews 


‘Wonder Bar’ (FN). Jolson, 
Francis, Powell, Ricardo head 
a punchy cast in a tiptop mu- 
sical that’s a cinch for above- 
average returns everywhere. 


‘Palooka’ (UA.) Jimmie Du- 
rante in a laugh riot. May 
have enough comedy merit to 
overcome prizefight films’ 
usual femme draw weakness, 
while for men it’s a cinch. 

‘Orient Express’ (Fox). High- 
ly pictorial, but too involved 
to grip. 

‘David Harum’ (Fox). Smart- 
ly directed and adapted old- 
time favorite provides Will 
Rogers with excellent material. | 
Looks like a sugar picture. 

‘No More Women’ (Par). 
Quirt and Flagg under the 
Hays morality code and not so 
hot. °Melodrama cannot replace 
the old rowdy humor. 

‘Ninth Guest’ (Col). Mys- 
tery yarn by Owen Davis that 
ought to do okay, although 
handicapped by lack of mar- 
quee names. 











lights with the house gigo- 
lettes, et al. 

Of the casting, cpart from the 
picture being Jolson’s, Cortez is ef- 
fective as the light heavy and Miss 
Del Rio is most agreeably spotted 
as the tango dancer. Young Powell 
continues his up ‘n’ coming pace as 
the affable juve. Miss Francis plays 
her faithless wife role with a super- 
ciliousness and condescension not 
in keeping with the assignment. 
Hal LeRoy is but fleetingly seen in 
a tap specialty but his brief chore is 
highly effective. 

As an essential technical requisite 
the Forbstein batoning is full of 
verve and color; the camera hyper- 
graphic in its grasping of all details, 
and all the other contributory ele- 
ments toward the skillful montage 
are more than passively adequate. 
In view of the international re- 
nown of the original stage source. 
its foreign market value should par 
or exceed the native market’s yield 
It’s Jolson’s comeback picture in 


gigs, 


every respect. With 10% of the 
gross due him, he’s in for: some 
fancy gravy besides. Abel. 


PALOOKA 


Reliance production and United Artists 
release. Jimmie Durante, Lupe Velez. 
Stuart Erwin starred. Directed by Benja- 
min Stoloff. Story by Gertrude Purcell, 
Jack Jevne and Arthur Kober. based on 
Ham Fisher’s comic strip. Dialog by Ben 
Ryan and Murray Roth. Arthur Edeson, 
photog. At Rivoli, New York, commencing 
Feb. 28. Running time, 80 mins. 


Knobby Walsh............-. Jimmie Durante 
Nina Madero......... osereeeees Lupe Velez 
Joe Palooka........... TYTTTT Stuart Erwin 
Mayme Palooka......... Marjorie Rambeau 
Pete Palooka..... eeecesse Robert Armstrong 
DMO. .cvcccecesss Cecccccccese Mary Carlisle 
Al Maswatt. .cccccccve ees+- William Cagney 
ree eeccccccesccesess Thelma Todd 
oeecesccecceceses Franklyn Ardell 


eoccasne Tom Dugan 
cece -_ Guinn Williams 
UE oes 64 00400008ea% deeses Stanley Fields 








When a comedy contains so many 
laughs that they run into and over 
each other, it’s in. Overlapping au- 
dience yells haven’t occurred often 
in talkers, and mostly in the Marx 
Bros. films. In the manner that it 
induces the customers to laugh, ‘Pa- 
looka’ is the nearest approach to a 
Marx picture that’s been around. 

Because it has to do with prize- 
fighters and fighting, ‘Palooka,’ as 
with all pug pictures, must break 
down probable femme resistance. 
For the men it need not duck the 
issue. Its chances with the women 
rest with the comedy, and because 
the comedy’s so bright the chances 
are likewise. 

For Durante this is his best film 
to date; in fact, the first real break 
since Hollywood elected him No. 1 
pinch-hitter and flop picture-saver. 
It got to be that any time a picture 
looked about dead in the sixth reel, 
in walked Durante, who always 
reached first base. This time he’s a 
regular, and slapping the apple all 
over the lot. The part of Knobby 
Walsh, manager of the comic resin- 
eater created by Ham Fisher, fits 
Durante so well it couldn’t have 
been written with anybody else in 
mind. 

The part is an extremely happy 
combination of the three elements 
of good comedy—lines, situations 
and delivery. Verbal comedy in this 
case isn’t formed to carry itself, for 
there’s always the Durante delivery 
and usually a sound situation to 
support it. But the picture has 
more than the one part and the one 
comic. It’s blessed with Marjorie 
Rambeau, Stuart Erwin, Lupe Velez 
and Robert Armstrong, plus first 
rate production and a directorial job 
by Benjamin Stoloff that rates a 
bow of its own. 

Before: the first 10 minutes have 
passed it’s as plain as the schnozz 
on the Durante kisser that ‘Palooka’ 





is going to specialize in vigorous 


tickling of the _ risibilities. The 
Sehnozz never has any trouble get- 
ting his returns, and the close-ups 


make his lines doubly funny. 
There’s one honey camera bit in 
which the Durante bugle comes 
through the door and the owner 
follows. 

Miss Rambeau provides the pic- 
ture with another element besides 


comedy. It's her trouping that re- 
lieves the tension, changes the laugh 
pace end gives Durante a sympa- 
thetic foundation on which to build 
his laughs. She's the mother of Joe 
Palooka, whom she describes as a 
‘slice off the old ham.’ He's a sucke1 
for a dame as well as fora left. As 
a former burlesque queen who re- 
turns from the farm to save her bo) 
from a Spanish cooch dancer, Miss 
Rambeau troupes in grand fashion 
As with Durante, the lines are all 
in her favor. 

Stuart Erwin as Joe Palooka and 
Robert Armstrong as his old man 
act just goofy enough to get over 
the script’s intent. Each gives a 
clever performance. Lupe Velez is 
the designing Spanish dancer, and 
not a bad design at all, and Mary 
Carlisle the ‘nice girl’ with nothing 
much to do. 

A new actor with a familiar face 
has a secondary prizefighter role. 
and, while neither acting nor look- 
ing the part, is interesting because 
he looks so much like James Cag- 
ney. He’s Jimmy’s brother William. 

As the natty and also slightly 
nutty Knobby Walsh, Durante takes 
Erwin away from the farm and his 
ma to make him a fighter. In his 
first bout he forgets to duck, but in 
his second he wins ihe title when 
the champ comes in drunk and 
walks into a wild swing. From then 
on it’s a job for Durante and the 
boy’s mother to keep him away from 
booze and Miss Velez; and Miss 
Velez wins all the rounds until elim- 
inated rather abrupty at the finish. 

Durante breaks through a depart- 
ment store window while stewed. 
sits down at the display piano and 
sings ‘Dinka-dinka-do.’ This is one 
of several comedy highlights. Pic- 
ture ends with a laugh, when a 
‘baby’ with the Durante phiz gets a 
close-up. 

The cast and the dialog rate the 
credit for this one. Between the 
two ‘Palooka’ boasts of much merit 
and lots of laughs. Bige. 


ORIENT EXPRESS 


release. Features 
Foster, Ralph 
Una O'Connor. 


Fox production and 
Heather Angel, Norman 
Morgan, Herbert Mundin, 
Directed by Paul Martin. From the novel 
by Graham Greene. Paul Martin, Car. 
Hovey, Oscar Levant, screen play; Wm. 
Conselman, dialog; Geo. Schneiderman, 
camera. At Mayfair, N. Y., commencing 


Feb. 26. Running time, 71 mins. 

Copel BGaKET...6cccceccaess Heather Angel 
Carlton Myatt...ccccccccces Norman Foster 
De. Ceimner...ccccccccssecces Ralph Morgan 
Mr. Peters@...cccccccccccees Herbert Mundin 
Mrs. Peters. .ccccccccsecccces Una O'Connor 
Janet PardOe..cccccccccccecsess Irene Ware 


Mabel Warren Dorothy Burgess 





Another of those Grand Hotel on 
wheels ideas, very elaborately pro- 
duced from a technical angle, but 
rather wanting in story punch. 
Good programmer, but unlikely to 
show above average anywhere along 
the line. There is story and some 
suspense toward the close, but 
rather too much story all of a sud- 
den. Auditors may be lulled to 
quiet by the easy, non-exciting early 
action, 

Story opens with a map showing 
the route of the express from the 
coast of France to Constantinople, 
then a change to the harbor at Os- 
tend with the English boat coming 
in. Accomplished in such a manner 
that it will convince many that the 
story must have been produced 
abroad. This holds good .or what 
follows. It doesn’t look like Holly- 
wood either in the scenes at the 
train stops or the scenery which 
flashes past the car windows. In- 
terior of a French corridor train is 
couvincing and really helps to hold 
interest to the yarn. Photographi- 
cally the picture is well above aver- 


age with a number o. interesting 
angles developed. 
Interest is divided between 


Heather Angel, as a dancer, going 
to fill an engagement, and Ralph 
Morgan, revolutionis’ returning in 
disguise to attempt to raise more 
ructions in the Balkans. Second- 
aly ar Norman Foster, young date 
merchant, who falls for the girl; 
Roy D’Arcy, still smiling, as :. mur- 
derer, Dorothy Burgess, as a news- 
paper reporter who precipitates the 
denouement, and Herbert Mundin 
and Una O’Connor, married -ouple, 
in for comed- relief, and not much 
of a relief. 

In an effort to give atmosphere 
the side business is rather cverdene. 
as when a wedding party is lugged 
in for nothing other than pictorial 
value. Where they like their action 
hard and fast, this will not do so 
well, but it should prove interesting 
to many clienteles because of the 
smoothness of the action and the 
good production. 

Miss Angel, in an underdeveloped 
character, ha~ little to do but over- 
work her face. Morgan gets person- 
ality into his bit, but does not get 
a chance to win sufficient sympathy 
to carry suspense when he is threat- 
ened. All of the others get a 
chance to show up from time to 
time, but the characters and their 
aspirations are too diverse to make 





for a well-knit continuity. Chic. 





DAVID HARUM 


Fox production and release, starring Will 








Rogers. Directed by James Cruze. Walter 
Woods adaption of Edward I.oyes West. 
cott's novel. Cameraman, Hal Mohr. 
Musical direction, Louis DeFrancesco. At 
Radio City Music Hall week March 1, 
Running time, 82 mins. 
Dwi BOOPUM. cocccccesscccsse Will Rogers 
POU. cccccccctaccecescesses Louise Dresser 
BM. 2 00 00000 06060000000% -Evelyn Venable 
GORM. cccccvececcccecescocsccccecs Kent Taylor 
SY. VESLET. . cee cece eeeeesenes Steppin Fetchit 
Woolsey . cc ccccccsecccccessccsses Noah Beery 
PPRTERGED. co's Fesceccusntest¥ecrees Roger Imhof 
Blwim..cccccccccccecececsceces Frank Melton 
EORRCOM. ccoccccccsnccooecces Charles Middleton 
WIdOW. .cccccccccccccccccess- Sarah Padden 
Sais. aoc vcccccccevcetcosecess Lillian Stuart 
An audience satisfler that ought 


to do smacko business. In addition 
‘David Harum’ wiil help Will Rogers 
plenty. Story transpires entirely in 
the last decad2 of the 19th century. 


Two main conflicts carry through 
the narrative. First, David Harum, 
small town banker, bachelor, epi- 


gramist and horse trader, makes a 
series of horse deals with the stingy, 
hard-bitten, usury-exacting church 
deacon. Alterna :y ach bests the 
other. Secondary conflict is be- 
tween Harum's city-bred woman. 
disillusioned bank teller (Kent ‘Tay- 
lor) and a daughter of comfortable 
wealth (Evelyn Venable) who is 
unable to make the teller propose 
because of his pride and poverty. 

Underneath the bright modern 
surface of the story the 1895 school 
of playwrighting is discernible. 
Those wise in the theatre will be 
a trifle amused at the familiar plot 
devices culmina -g in a trotting 
race for the third act solution to all 
dificulties. The hero has $4,500 on 
the nose at 10 to 1 on the winner, 
and that makes him simultaneously 
a@ partner in the ba:k and matri- 
monially inclined, 

But Cruze’'s direction has gener- 
ated an atmosphere that’s nice. Pic- 
ture belongs in the class of, and is 
an obvious follow-up on ‘State Fair.’ 
It even includes Louise Dresser, but 
this time as R-gers’ spinster sister 
and housekeeper instead of his wife. 
She should help. Story is a horse- 
and buggy home folksy weaving to- 
gether of unimportant but amusing 
incidents between two hick b.si- 
ness men, plus a sincere boy and 
girl affair. Only incredible moment 
in picture and a false note is the 
introduction of Lillian Russell. 

So astute is ‘David Harum’ in 
striking the sentimental comedy 
vein of Americans in general that 
the picture is certain to get strong 
word-of-mouth and likely to finish 
stronger than it starts. There are 
some dandy laughs, some of them 
provided by the lazy-gaited Stepin 
Fetchit, who is getting another 
whirl by Fox. Charles Middleton’s 
sour deacon is an ideal sparring 
partner for Rogers. Middleton 
hands in a first-rate performance. 

Fans will like Taylor and Evelyn 
Venable as a team of lovers. He 
is handsome and ful. of character. 
She is pretty with a soft, womanly 


appeal. It’s all day dream stuff par 
excellence, 

In the trotting race sequence 
comedy is developed when the 


horse, Cupid, a previous balker, is 
found to be responsive only to 
music. Rogers must perforce sing 
as he drives the tandem. Cupid 
goes well to ‘Down Went McGin- 
nity,’ but strides fastest to the 
strains of “Ta-Ra-Ra-Boom-de-Ay.’ 
In the noise of the final heat Cupid 
lags because he can’t hear Harum’s 
unmusical monotone. Heroine 
rushes in, gets the band playing and 
ultimately the whole crowd singing 
‘Ta-Ra-Boom-de-Ay,’ and Cupid 
takes wing for first place. Musical 
end is smartly handled. 

An Eddie Quillan picture about 
three years ago had a race horse 
(not trotter) which responded to a 
chant, ‘whoop-de-do,’ whispered in 
his ear by the jockey. 

Selection of exteriors and the sets 
were all tied-in for a flawless tech- 
nical approximation of ye old times. 
For laughs and symbolism the 
people are talking panic and de- 
pression (1893). Cruze has paced 
the story so -hat the leisureliness 
of 40 years ago is suggested even 
while the action suffices to hold 
modern standards. 

‘David Harum’ will probably make 
lots of money. It’s one of the finest 
of the retrospective efforts from 
Hollywood. Land, 





Waltzes from Vienna 
(BRITISH-MADE) 


Gaumont-British release, produced by Tom 
Arnold. Directed by Alfred Hitchcock. In 
cast: Fay Compton, Jessie Matthews, Ed- 
mund Gwenn, Esmond Knight, Grank Vos- 
per and others. Running time, 95 mins. 
St te gu Prince Edward theatre, London, 

eb. 15. 


Adapted from the play of the 
same name done last year at the 
Alhambra, with the music of the 
two Strauss composers (father and 
son) as the basis and driving force 
of the plot. 

Story concerns young Johann’s 
struggle against the dominating 
conceit of his father, whose latent 
jealousy at the possibility of being 
supplanted in public favor blinds 
him to the genius in his son’s work. 
A countess interests herself in the 
youth, who has walked out of his 
father’s orchestra rather than sub- 
mit to parental gibes and taken @ 
job in a pastrycook’s run by his 
sweetheart’s father. She requests 
he put some of her verses to music, 
causing jealous outbursts by the 

(Continued on page 27) 
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® With theatre business definitely 
on the upswing... FOX is ready 
with EIGHT OUTSTANDING pictures 
..-- embracing the most brilliant 
assemblage of box office person- 
alities ever offered by FOX... or 
anyone else. 


® Brightest names from every 
field of showdom... in pictures 
ablaze with every show appeal 
..- whose profit possibilities are 
LIMITLESS. 


@ Not in any year...norin any 
season... have you had such a 

arade of mighty entertainments 
as FOX is releasing this spring! 

















Se ee ene Phe gene oN 2 


: 


io . 
a nee oe ee 





VARIETY 





Tuesday, March 6, 1934 








THE FOX PERSONAL 





A ost as ss 


Saves 


a etapa 


PUI IRS TE eS es Ra 





TO LGESE LE FR 


SMI BFPO OT BOT 





TIES PARADE ( 


LEW AYRES 
ROSEMARY AMES 
HEATHER ANGEL 
WARNER BAXTER 
JOHN BOLES 
CHARLES BOYER 
LIONEL BARRYMORE 
MONA BARRIE 
NIGEL BRUCE 
WALTER CONNOLLY 
HENRIETTA CROSMAN 
JIMMY DURANTE 
JACK DURANT 
JAMES DUNN 
SALLY EILERS 
PEGGY FEARS 
SYLVIA FROOS 
ALICE FAYE 

STEPIN FETCHIT 
CHARLES FARRELL 


NORMAN FOSTER 
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PRESTON FOSTER 
NICK FORAN 
JANET GAYNOR 
LILIAN HARVEY 
ROCHELLE HUDSON 
ROGER IMHOF 
VICTOR JORY 
SUZANNE KAAREN 
FRANK MITCHELL 
HERBERT MUNDIN 
PAT PATERSON 
WILL ROGERS 

SID SILVERS 
SPENCER TRACY 
SHIRLEY TEMPLE 
CLAIRE TREVOR 
HELEN TWELVETREES 
HUGH WILLIAMS 
RUDY VALLEE 


GEORGE WHITE 
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Everywhere it’s played it has beaten her 
biggest hits. And it continues to break rec- 
ords...delight audiences of every type and 
class...pack them in the country over from 
Maine to California. If you haven't played 
it yet es you’ve got a big thrill coming! 


Robert Young e Richard Cromwell 
Henrietta Crosman e Mona Barrie 
Stepin Fetchit 
From Paul Green’s “The House of Connelly” 


Directed by Henry King 
Produced by 


WINFIELD SHEEHAN 
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DAVID HARUM 


ovise Dresser e Evelyn Venable 
ent Taylor e Stepin Fetchit 


From the novel by Edward Noyes Westcott 
Directed by James Cruze 


Produced by 
WINFIELD SHEEHAN ses 
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® Richard Aldington’s international best-seller ... a rap- 








turous, impassioned, sensitive romance ... depicting 
fer a man... fettered by routine’s restraints ... restlessly, 
endlessly groping for the one love that was all 
loves in one. It wall bring untold glory to its cast... . 
unstinted profits to your theatre. 
| 
) 
HUGH WILLIAMS 
4 
HELEN TWELVETREES 
MONA BARRIE 
HERBERT MUNDIN 


| Story by Richard Aldington 
| Directed by George Fitzmaurice 


Produced by Al Rockett 
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Guaranteed ‘hit by the team 
which made “Sunny Side Up”: 





















. Songs by Harold, Adamson and Burto : 
Richard A! Whiting and Gus Kahn. 









_ | Diecsed by DAVID BUTLER) 
A B.G. DeSYLVA PRODUCTION — 
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America’s Favorite Star Team 


News to gladden every exhibitor’s 
: heart ...a master-stroke of FOX 
showmanship . ... re-joining the 
greatest star team of the screen 
in a great picture. Your marquee 
will swell with pride! 
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- HERBERT MUNDIN 


From Vera Caspary’ $s wy “Odd Thursday’ 
Directed by James Flood 
An AL ROCKETT Production 
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@ Surpassing George White’s greatest 
successes. More romance . . . bigger stars 
... greater spectacle... more catching 
melodies ... faster fun ... peppier dancing 
. . » more dazzling girls—including a 
trainload of 300 genuine George White 
Scan-dolls from Broadway. With George 








White, himself ... on the screen... Og yp i 

putting on his show of shows. Gentlemen, tats teenie ves 

IT’S TREMENDOUS! ALICE FAYE 
ngng, riche 






night star. 








RUDY VALLEE - JIMMY DURANTE 
ALICE FAYE - ADRIENNE AMES 


GREGORY RATOFF - CLIFF EDWARDS 


DIXIE DUNBAR - GERTRUDE MICHAEL 
RICHARD CARLE - WARREN HYMER 


and GEORGE WHITE 


Entire Production Conceived, Created and 
Directed by George White 


Musical Numbers direction of Harry Lachman 
Story direction by Thornton Freeland 





PICTURE 














Music and Lyrics by Ray Henderson, Jack Yellen and Irving Caesar 
Executive Producer, Robert T. Kane 
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Film Reviews 











Waltzes from Vienna 


(Continued from page 14) 
young girl, who throws him over. 

Thus is born “The Blue Danube,’ 
which is played by papa Strauss’ 
orchestra at a fete, while the old 
man is tricked by the countess into 
being absent. The boy wields the 
paton and becomes famous over- 
night. His girl forgives him and all 
ends okay. 

How close all this is to the real 
life history of these famous charac- 
ters is not known, but it is an artis- 
tic production that will appeal to all 
music lovers and make interesting 
entertainment for class audiences. 





Notorious but Nice 


Batcheller production and Chesterfield re- 
fease. Features Marian Marsh, Betty Comp- 
gon. Directed by_Richard Thorpe. Adeline 
Leitbach, stery; Carol Wenster, screen play 
and dialog; M. A. Anderson, camera. Cast: 
Donald Diltway, Rochelle Hudsoa, John St. 
Polis, Henry. Kolker, J; Caroll Naish, 
Dewey .Robinson, Robert Ellis, Wilfred 
Lucas, Jane Keckley, Robert Frazer, Louis 
Beaver. At Stanley, N. Y:, two days, com- 
mencing Feb. 28, on double bil. Running 
time, 71 mins, 





Some geod secondary cast names 
are tossed away on a story which 
has little to commend it and which 
is not helped by inexpert develop- 
ment and valuation of scenes.. Sub- 
normal independent program pic-. 
ture that will dolittle. . : 

Story of a girl who’s loved by a 
young chap whose guardian wants 
him for -his daughter. -The girl is 
afraid. the guardian will stop -her 
sweetie's ‘allowance .if- she marries 
him, se she holds out. Boss man- 
ages to,.get her in bad in a heavy- 
handed,. cheaply melodramatic way, 
but Betty Compson, one of his tools, 
turns on him ‘and befriends ker. 

Despairing -of ever getting her 
man, the girl marries a gambler. 
He is shot and she is accused of 
the murder, but the loyal girl friend 
turns up the real murderer just be- 
fore sentence is pronounced, and 
the young couple are headed for. 
matrimony at last; Just to make a 
thorough job of it, the girl reveals 


she really is the daugher of her 
persecutor, who deserted her 
mother. 


Volume of plot makes necessary, 
the short snipping of scenes, though 
the action goes off the deep end in 
the trial scene, further necessitating 
economy of feotage to the detriment 
of a smooth continuity. Develop- 
ment puts the audience in posses- 
sion of the solution of the murder 
and then goes back to labor in the 
courtroom some more. Sorry job of 
scenario writing, with dull dialog. 

Miss Compson breaks through the, 
crust of incompetence at times to 
project her vivid personality, but 
t’s a ball and chain to Marian 
Marsh all the distance. All the men 
stay eclipsed. No evidence of smart 
writing at any point, and the trial 
scene is lengthened interminably. 

Technically poor, too. Lighting 
fluctuates in almost imperceptible 
waves, which correspond to the old- 
time flicker. Sound is not well re- 
corded. Sets are generally well done, 
but suffer from the lighting. Even 
with the overtime cut out this would 
not be a competently made picture. 
Title is a forced effort to get some- 
thing that will sell. Perhaps the 
title will, but the picture’s chances 
‘are slim. Chic. 


TEXAS TORNADO 


Willis Kent production and First Division 
release, starring Lane Chandler. Directed 
by Oliver Drake, James Diamond, camera. 
Cast: Doris Hill, Ben Corbett, Mike Brand, 
Frank G:endon, Ed Hearne, Bart Carre, 
Wes Warner, Yakima Canutt, Fred Burns, 
Pat Healy. At Ideal, N. Y., Feb. 27, on 
double bill. Running time, 53 mins. 








Standard western with a. slight 
complication due to the Imtroduc- 
tion of the. gangster idea, which 
rapidly is becoming as standard as 
the old nag narratives themselves. 

This time Chandler is a Texas 
Ranger told off to check rustling in 
Sage Brush. He meets a gangster 
headed in the same direction, takes 
his letters of introduction to the 
gang and joins out. Then it goes 
regular with the girl’s father killed, 
herself abducted. with Chandler rid- 
ing to the rescue. 

Photozraphy poor, direction stilt- 
ed. Not up to standard from any 
“angle and for western fans only if 
they are very fanatic indeed. 

Chic. 


THE BIG RACE 


Showmen’s Pictures production and state 
rights release. Features Boots Mallory, 


John Darrow. Paul Hurst; Frankie Darro, 
Directed by Fred Newmeyer. Story by 
Hugh Cummings. At Tivoli, N. Y.. on 
double bil, Feb. 27. Running time, 62 
mins, 

cl a ee ree err Boots Mallory 
Be Tamilsem ox oo00ccce veces John Darrow 
tld a RS ae eS: aul Hurst 
i. 5. See Frankie Darro 
EAM MINGGN, “Br. oo. cic'cceess Phillips Smalley 
ee , _ Eee era Katherine Williams 


Georgia O'Dell 


Mrs. Hemingway 
ie Flavin 


Bill Figg 


Bacon é 0600h0% v200e8 James 





BY, Fin ovn ch sass dass ch Skipper Zeliff 
BE ato Cs dbs ews gsltes'sceshsure Oscar 
PP Stee Nite hes inivhe ces’. Richard Terry 

Lacks procuction finish and at 
imes slows down badly, but on the 
Whole offers fair entertainment 
value as an indie. 


{| Succeed, the son’s unknown long- 


j cutting. 





While strictly for the dual billers, 


‘The. Big Race’ will serve better 
than many indies on the market. 
It’s a race track yarn patterned 
along familiar lines, but longer on 
comedy interest than most of turf- 
dom seem to manage. 

Doping of horses again figures. 
At the outset a respected stable 
operator disowns his son on the 
strength of stories that the derby 
was lost_because the boy, gambling 
on some other nag, had had a hand 
in doping the favorite. At the same 
time the girl breaks off her engage- 
ment, 

Action thereafter centcrs around 
the efforts of the son, aided by a 
former trainer employee of his fa- 
ther’s, in shaping a horse for a big 
handicap race. They. naturally 


shot beating his dad's favorite, en- 
tered in the sare race. In develop- 
ments leading up to this climax the 
father learns a trusted employee of 
his, still on the payroll, was behind 
the doping, 

Much of the interest of the pic- 
ture lies in the difficulties of the 
boy and his trainer friend in keep- 
ing their own horse in feed, let 
alone themselves, and in getting 
the entrance fee necessary fora try 
in the big handicap. 

A number of laughs arise out of 
situations leading to establishment 
of credit with a track beanery, the 
matronly proprietor of which. falls, 
for the romantic blandishments of 
the trainer, a fine comedy type in. 
the person of Paul Hurst: He 
stands out brightly among those in 
the cast, whichsineludes John Dar- 
row and Boots Mallory. Char. < 





What’s Your Racket? 


Mayfair production and release. Features 


Regis Toomey,’ Noel - Francis, ‘J. ‘ol 
Naish; Creighton: Hale, Fred Malatesta. 
Directed by Fred Guiol, Story by George 
R. Rogan, adapted 4 Barry Barringer. 
Photography, James . Brown, Jr, 

Ideal, N. Y., om double bill, March 
Running time, 50 mins. : 

Pk Ss 6 100:00 0 one's 4s cee Regis Toomey | - 
Mae Cosgrove.......eeesee--+-Noel Francis}. | 
Dick Graves.......++0++e+..3. Carrol Naish 
Jimmie Dean,.........+++.+.Creighton Hale 
LE Fee sevesescesssFred Malatest 
Re as 6s in ee ne oan kn May Wallace 
CODON s Fe diccesdendycececcses Lew Kelly 


JONES. sc ccccccccdsccccsscccces sDAVIA Callis 





Now that the majors are starting 
to make their features longer, it 
looks like the indies are cutting 
theirs shorter, so that they'll fit, 
allowing the average dualer proper, 
turnover. That ‘What’s Your. 
Racket’ is pointed chiefly at the 
twin-billers there can be no mis- 
take. It runs only 50 minutes, but 
achieves something by such close 
If nothing else, it doesn’t 
take so long to see. 

A very original story—original as 
of days gone by—it includes all the 
old familiar ingredients, mixed into 
a whole that double feature audi- 
ences can bear but will not write 
home about. If anyone thought 
gangster pictures were over, ‘What's 
Your Racket?’ will reverse that 
judgment. 

From the outset the picture fails 
to make much sense. Starting out 
with the robbery of a gangster’s 
home by a girl who works in the 
night club operated by the racketeer 
group, story drags in an unidentified 
hero character who falls for the girl. 
Though knowing shé is mixed up 
with gangmen, he presses his suit 
under a halo of confidence and in- 
terest that is always unreal. Natu- 
rally, he’s a cop working his way up 
in policedom that way, as audiences 
may suspect. 

In the end the big surprise, in 
case it’s that to anyone, is uncloaking 
the gang moll heroine as the daugh- 
ter of the bank executive sent up 
for the robbery by the racketeers. 
With it all comes the inevitable} 
clinch. . 

Regis Toomey and Noel Francis 
just fair in the top spots. How 
Creighton Hale ever came to be 
cast as a gangster may always re- 
main a mystery. Char. 


Viktor und Viktoria 


(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 
Berlin, Feb. 290. 
Ufa production and release directed by 
Reinhold Schuenzel, starring Renate 
Mueller and Hermann Thimig, featuring 


Adolf Woehlbrueck, Hilde Hildebrand, Fritz 
Odemar, Friedel Pisetta, Aribert Waescher. 





Manuscript, Reinhold Schuenzel; camera, 
Konstantin Irmen-Tschet: music, Franz 
Doelle. Running time, 90 mins. Gloria 


Palast release, 





Most suecessful musical comedy 
in this seasen’s German product 
and by far the best. Fetched packed 
houses in long first run with ‘Henry 
VIII’ and ‘Dinner’ across the street. 
Real fast comedy put over with 
pace and pleasant lightness such as 


has become so scarce in similar 
domestic efforts. 
Setting gives ample space for 


back-stage atmosphere and revue 
filings with a Spanish taint. The 
whole is a splendid vehicle for Re- 
nate Mueller in trousers who de- 
velops extraordinary talents in the 
nonchalant representation of a 


has lots of chances, overdoing at 
times. 

Reinhold Schuenzel leaves no 
laugh possibilities unused and sup- 
plies a long footage of laughter with 
lots of novel ideas and hardly any 
empty spaces. Adolf Wohlbrueck, 
the ‘suspecting’ lover, plays with 
agreeable unobtrusiveness. A good 
song is, ‘Do Come Along with Me 
to Madrid,’ by Franz Doelle. 


NO MORE WOMEN 


Paramount production and release star- 
ring Edmund Lowe, Victor McLaglen. 
Directed by Al Rogell. 
‘Underseas,’ by John M. Strong. 
Daves, Grant Leenhouts, story; Delmer 
Daves, Lou Breslow, screen play; Theo. 
Sparkuhl, Harry Fishbech, camera. At 
Paramount, Brooklyn, week March 2. 
Running time, 73 mins. 

Three-Time. ..cccccccesseess Edmund Lowe 
.- Victor McLaglen 
peesecs Sally Blane 
Annie Fay. ee scoesccccccesss Minna Gombell 
Captain Brent......+.+..:,.Alphonz Either 
Iceberg...... eceeevosvecesess-Harold Huber 


Based on story 
Delmar 








Quirt and Flagg under the Hays 
Morality Code, and they can’t take 
it. 

Successive efforts to reproduce 
the fine bawdy spirit of ‘The Cock- 
eyed World’ have resulted in pallid 
eopies of the original, but in this 
Paramount the lively pair go strictly 
Haysian and largely limit their 
chasing to the pursuit of Sally 
Blane, who, in her current makeup, 
scarcely seems worth all the fuss. 

. To compensate for the lack of rél- 
licking love adventure picture goes 
(Continued on page 39) 


Lewis’ Two-in-One 

_. + Hollywood, March 5. 
'Byron Morgan and Norma Mit- 
chell are at Paramount to cement 
two yarns; ‘The Whipping’-and ‘Man 
Who Had No Private Life,’ into 
one script ‘to be. released as ‘Ready 
for Love’. ak hi 
‘| Al Lewis will produce this: two- 
in-one film. en); 


SIMMONS’ RELIANCE JOB 
Hollywood, March 5. 
Mike Simmons has checked in at 
Reliance to write an original from 
an idea by Edward Small. 

Simmons is on a six weeks’ leave 
of absence from Metro where he 
turned in his first draft on ‘Strange 
Mistress.’ 


KUMMER-GRAYSON DEPART . 
Hollywood, March 6. 

Clare Kummer, finishing ‘Unhap- 
pily Married’ at Metro, is off the 
writing staff. 

Same for Charles Grayson, who 
finished his script on ‘Good Old 
Summer Time.’ 


‘SNOONEY’ IN ‘TOWER’ 
Hollywood, March 6. 

Barbara ‘Snooney’ Blair, grabbed 
off the ether by Warners, gets her 
first pic spot in ‘Dark Tower’ with 
Edward G. Robinson, Mary Astor 
and Ricardo Cortez. 

Archie Mayo megging. 


DOROTHY TREE’S CONTRACT 


-<olly wood, March 5. 
Dorothy Tree givea a contract at 
Warners. William H. Morris agency 
made the deal. 
Her first assignment ig on 
Friends of Mr. Sweeney’ with 
Charles Ruggle-. 


MG BUYS ‘PRENTICE’ 
Hollywood, March 5. 

Metro has bought W. E. Wood- 
ward's novel, ‘Evelyn Prentice’, as 
a featurer for Myrna Loy. 

Adaptation being handled by C. 
Gardner Sullivan for John Consi- 
dine production. 


COUNSELMAN’S LYRICS 
Hollywood, March 5. 
William Counselman, Fox scenar- 
ist, is writing the lyrics for the two 
sohgs Peggy Wood will sing in Will 
Rogers’ next, ‘Merry Andrew.’ 
Richard Whiting will tune ’em. 


























Borrows Mary Carlisle 
Hollywood, March 5. 

Fox berrows Mary Carlisle from 
Metro for a featured spot in Will 
Rogers’ next, ‘Merry Andrew.’ Starts 
the end of this week, with David 
Butler directing. 

Eddie Nugent, Frank Milton and 
Roger Imhoff in cast. 


Contracts 


Walter McEwen had his option as 
story editor at Warners renewed. 
At the studio four years. 


Story Buys 
Hollywood, March 5. 
Kurt Kempler has sold an orig. 
‘Mud Turtle’ to Col. and joins the 
writing staff to script it. Intended 














would-be unconcerned aristocrat. 
She sings with a small but natural 
and pleasant voice. Hermann 
Thimig plays the fool wherever the 
plot gives him a chance in the part 
of the ‘original’ Victoria, and he 


for Jack Holt. 





PROVIDENCE 


(Continued from page 8) 


will be trailing behind the. other 
stage stands. Around $6,500;. oke. 
Last week ‘Hold That Girl’ (Fox) 
was about the same. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Mystery of Mr. X’ (MG) and vaude. 
Stage show especially enticing: 
about the best house has had this 
year; result should help picture to 
gross near $13,500. Last week ‘Cat 
and the Fiddle’ (MG) very tepid at 
$10,300. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Coming ‘Qut Party’ (fox) and 
‘Heat. Lightning’ (WB). Bill not 
strong -enough to bid with strong 
stage opposition; not likely to go 
over $5,500. Last week ‘Mandalay’ 
(WB) and ‘Ever Since Eve’ (Fox) 
very bad, like the weather, at $3,- 
500. atog 
Paramount (Indie). (2,200; -15-25- 
40)—‘Good Dame’ and ‘16 Fathoms 
Deep’ (Mono); second feature get- 
ting the better breaks; outlook 
doesn’t augur much over $5,000 if 
that. Last week. ‘Search for Beauty’ 
(Par) and ‘Sin of Nora Moran’ (Ma- 


‘jestic) was -off, too, at $3,400. 


RKO ‘Albee (2,500; 15-25-50)— 
‘The Poor Rich’ (U) and ‘Midway 
Nights’ on stage... Surprisingly fa- 
vorable comment from .the ¢ritics 
on the entire bill, despite the 
hullabaloo over ‘fan dancer pub- 


‘licity. House will easily gross $13,- 


000 with the aid of titlted prices 
and lukewarm-opposish. Last week 
‘It Happened One Night’ (Col) and 
‘Lost Patrol’ (RKO) was the only 
bright spot in a dismal week; splen- 
did at $9,400. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-15-25)— 
‘No Funny: Business’ and ‘If I Were 
Free’ (Radio). Looks like $1,050 on 
split week. Last week ‘He Couldn’t 
Take it’ (Chest) and ‘Carnival 
Lady’ wasn’t bad ‘on split, either, 
at $1,100. 


Minneapolis Natural 
For ‘Queen Christina’; 
‘Moulin Rouge’ $6,000 


Minneapolis, March 5, 

Entire loop line-up is the strong- 
est that it has been during any one 
week within recent memory. Hardly 
a bad film in the entire bunch. 
Probably with more average com- 
petition several of the pictures 
would have stood out individually 
better. 

Estimates for This Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 25-35- 
40)—‘Queen Christina’ (MG). Sure- 
fire box office in this big Scandinav- 
ian community. A natural, with 
Garbo in a role made to order as a 
magnet in this town. Neat ex- 
ploitation and publicity job helping 
trade and off to a good start against 
tough opposition. Looks like $12,- 
000, good and best week in some 
time. Last week ‘Six of a Kind’ 
(Par), $5,000, weak. 

Orpheum (Singer) (2,890; 25-35- 
50)—‘It Happened One Night’ (Col). 
Swell campaign helped. Should not 
fall much short of $15,000. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 25-35-4#)— 
‘Moulin Rouge’ (UA). Constance 








and musicals somewhat in  dis- 
repute, but they like this one. Un- 
der more favorable conditions and 
with less heavy opposition it un- 
doubtedly would do a lot better. At 
that, may Hit $6,000; pretty good. 

World (Steffes) (300; 25-35-50- 
75)—‘Emperor Jones’ (UA). Great 
bet for the clientele here and should 
run three weeks or more. Looks 
like around $2,400, good. Last week 
‘By Candlelight’ went out after five 
very good weeks, $2,000. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Eskimo’ (MG). About $3,000 in- 
dicated, big. Last week ‘Convention 
City’ (FN), $2,000, fair. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 20-25)-—- 
‘Fugitive Lovers’ (MG). First-rate 
picture. Robert Montgomery not 
much of a name here any more. 
Should reach around $2,500; fair 
considering competition. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 15-25)— 
‘Flying Down to _ Rio’ (RKO). 
Second loop run. About $1,200 in- 
dicated, fair. Last week ‘You Can't 
Buy Everything’ (MG) and ‘Bom- 
bay Mail’ (U), first runs, split, $1,- 
500, okeh. 


Aster (Publix) (900; 15-25)—Mr. 
Skitch’ (Fox), ‘Hoopla’ (Fox) and 
‘Little Women’ (RKO), second and 
third runs, split. Maybe $1,000, 
okeh. Last week ‘Road to Ruin’ 





(Dezel), $3,000, big. 


Bennett not so forte here any more: 


Remakes of European Productions 


Save UJ Plenty, Officials Assert: 
Eliminate Worry of Voice-Dubbing 


Hollywood, March 5. 

Talker remakes in Hollywood of 
pictures originally produced in Eu- 
rope will supply Universal with sev- 
eral story properties during the 
coming year. 

Company, faced with voice-dub- 
bing problems along with all other 
majors when shipping pictures to 
foreign markets outside of the Eng- 
lish speaking countries, has suc- 
cessfully developed plan of purchas- 
ing world rights to German, French, 
or other European pictures, and 
where story is dramatically strong 
enough or able to appeal to Amer- 
ican audiences, Universal will pro- 
duce an entirely new picture at the 
local studios for release in all 
English speaking countries. 

It has been found by Universal 
officials that buys of foreign pic- 
tures which can stand remakes here, 
often cost less for the éntire picture 
than the amount quoted for film 

(Continued on page 60) 


B. Bernie Leads — 
Orph, Omaha, to 
Socko $13,000 


Omaha, March 5. 
Largest piece of the boxoffice 
money this week goes to Orpheum 
with Ben Bernie and all the lads 
on the stage with ‘Easy to Love’ on 
screen. Ole Shystro’s third ap- 
pearance in town, but his first in a 


vaude role. In this house just 
suited to his type show can do 
$13,000 without working too hard if 
weather lets up as forecasted. 

Paramount sticking on Friday 
openings with another stage show 
in the offine, and this week goes 
double feature, first in the seven- 
year history of the house, as a test 
policy. This makes all four first 
run houses double feature when not 
showing vaude, and keeps top price 
for films at 40c. 

_Last week all boxoffices took it 
on the chin from the worst srow- 
storm and coldest temperatures of 
the winter. Besides this Sally Rand 
ran into a surge of censorship op- 
position that did not help, but man- 
aged to come off with a pleasing 
gross. Brandies cut a day off ‘Fash- 
ions’ and ‘Man of Two Worlds’ te 
move opening up to Vedmesday for 
an extended showing of ‘It Hap- 
peer One Night’ as next attrac- 
on. 

Estimates For This Week 


Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 25-35- 
55)—‘Easy to Love’ (WB) with Ben 
Bernie on stage. Biggest gross 
since Blank took over this -house 
last summer, $13,000. Last week 
prospect of a fair $7,000 were cut 
to $6,250 by four successive days 
of cold weather. ‘I've Got Your 
Number’ (FN) anc ‘Miss Fane’s 
Baby Is Stolen’ (Par) double billed. 

Paramount (Blank) (2,765; 25-35- 
40)—‘Cat and Fiddle’ (MGM) and 
‘The Poor Rich’ (U). Beginning a 
new policy of deuble features looks 
for a better than average $7,500. 
Last week ‘Bolero’ (Par) with Sally 








censorship opposition besides the 


to $10,250, stil good enough. 

World (Blank) (2,100; 25-35)~— 
‘Devil Tiger’ (Fox) and ‘From 
Headquarters’ (WB) double billed 
can look for only a fair $3,500. Last 
week ‘Advice to the Levelorn’ (UA) 
and ‘The Last Round-up’ (Par) un- 


moved up to a Wednesday opening 
for a nice $4,000. Last week ‘Fash- 
ions of 1934’ (FN) and ‘Man of Two 
Worlds’ (RKO) with run cut down 


do only $3,750. 





TINGLING’S RACE YARN 


Hollywood, March 5. 
James Tingling draws assign- 
ment to direct ‘Call It Luck’ for Sol 
Wurtzel at Fox. 
Race horse comedy yarn from an 
original by Joe Cunningham and 





Harry McCoy. Herbert Mundin to 
head cast. 


Rand on the stage suffered from. 


weather, all of which cut it down” 


der the weather also sunk to $3,250,, 


fair. 

Brandeis (Singer) (1,100; 20-25-_ 
35)—‘Hips, Hips, Hooray’ (RKO) 
and ‘The Big Shakedown’ (FN) 


to six days and bad weather could 
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Tuesday, March 6, 1934 











MUSIC HALL, N.Y. 


Maurice Ravel's haunting ‘Bolero’, 
Florence Rogge's imaginative chore- 
ography, and the Music Hall's vast 
resources as merged and united by 


Leonidoff, Montedoro, Minelli and 
Rapee, gives the theatre this week a 
third taste of the massive produc- 


temporary setup on Friday and will 
likely be spotted more favorably 
later. While there were certain 
minor items such as these notice- 
able, the house has nevertheiess 
done a good job in getting under- 
way on such short notice. 

Policy here ts identical with the 
State-Lake, six acts, of which four 
acts run in vaude style and two 


ROXY, N. Y. 


One of those ho-hum weeks at 
the Roxy, with everything on the 
stage except entertainment. 

Roxy line opens proceedings by 
going through one of those hoop 
routines. Hasn't been seen in a 
Broadway deluxer for almost a week 
now. It must be hard to think up 
new things for the children to do, 





N 


NEWSREELS 





EMBASSY 


The Embassy has won it’s spurs. 
It had a full house Saturday after- 


TRANSLUX 


Most of the Luxer exclusives, or 
news not being shown in the Emb, 


tion number that seems to have be-| follow in the latter presentation 
come the «lassic popular success of/and stage show half and are but it would seem as — ys met noon and the atmosphere of its Se aes ae ee 
the Music Hall. This ‘Bolero’, call- | backed by a line of girls. Murray | One could hide the hoops in a Clos earlier days when Fox-Hearst kept|sissippi is the leading comedy clip 


ing for 150 dancers and the use not 
only of the stage but of the ramps 
on both sides of the auditorium, was 
done in the first month of the house 
and was repeated last summer. It 
is now revived again and with the 
same acclaim, although also under- 
stood there have been a few audi- 
ence complaints on the repeats. 


Browne is handling the girls here 
and his job was good on the first 
show. House is using 16 girls in 
the line and they give indications 
of shaping up nicely. 

For a somewhat hurriedly booked 
show, the lineup got across ex- 
tremely well, with this first audi- 
ence. Some cutting down on the 


for three months at a time, anyway. 
Falls, Reading and Boyce start 
the show off in more or less routine 
vaude fashion. They're a_ better 
than average opening act. Two 
boys and a girl, who are fair tappers 
and exceptionally good hand-to- 
hand tumblers. 
Band gets a ten-minute inning 


the crowds steadily moving. 

The house isn’t clocking all new 
customers-at each of its projec- 
tions. The headline idea—contain- 
ing a news flash as soon as it is 
added to the program—is getting 
some of the regular attendees to buy 
in twice a week to get the new ma- 


of the program. Despite the fact 
that a woman is the defendant, 
Par'’s tendency to view the Judge 
with a pipe and spectators with 
their lunch seems to travesty all 
serious aspects of the case. 

The Dartmouth tragedy is touched 
upon by Par through interviewing 
the local physician and obtaining 





4 © a j > > - . y ould follow. ~ ' 
ing Sone, tn the number of neople bows and running time of some of| Why anyone gheula-want to a0 an [{eritl,,,Raltor, Wondeell, bas, the views of the frat house and” its 
length of the music, chorus after Sicenine “ance show 0M | imitation of Shaw a = RF editions. As soon as a story of ——. continues its series of dia 

- . ‘ . P . a s w a “ - 
chorus, and in the lighting, mass hard to figure, but particular interest breaks the Emb grams with a special map of Europe, 


movement, and general bigness of 
the conception, this number is really 
a fine effort. It’s a perfect example 
of the applied skill of the various 


Standard acts all down the line 
from the Robbins Trio, skating, 
opening, to the Pete, Peaches and 
Duke colored steppers in the pres- 


duo does; a complete, unadulterated 
copy, uncredited, and leaving out 
only the eye-gouging business. 

Line again, in pretty evening 


scrapes up enough material to rush 
in a special. Five minutes after 
the Carnera victory was announced 
the Emb reporter was projecting it. 


emphasizing what it calls the ‘buffer 
countries.’ It features Belgium, 
which gives it an opportunity to 
work in mountain scenes where the 


Music Hall departments, the apex of |@™tation half. Brems, Fitz and| gowns and doing nothing much, for a 
caprnnindhin, aaa a swell aealt, Wine Murphy Bros. in the deuce are on| production number. John Prebble ue the seen te ae is  feel- oe Aig Th ag ty oe al om 
Whitney and Alberto DeLima carry | t©° long. Insisted on an encore al-| sings from a mike off on one corner. ing the competition, although its| forces of the continent, a auahe 


the pivotal assignment of the 
choregraphy with plenty of virility. 


though they would have been better 
if lamming right after their slap- 


He’s a boy who came up via the 
amateur contest route from uptown 


It isn’t 
how- 


audiences are holding up. 
standing them up anymore, 


which has been overworked during 
the last six weeks by most of the 


tte were ete) ee 


Sdadrhrixkeonrtc khan oe eb euerwroarte 628 


Production end this week is doing | Stick clowning. Libonatti Trio} New York a year or so ago and has 
itself proud in more ways than one | Went over easily in the trey. Xylo-|a pleasant, though unimportant ary OE ny ps gle gg orl as newsreels. _ 
A sewing kit ballet called ‘A Stitch | Phone and dancing gave the show/| voice. Elka is the program name of sneetien [Ss b eae oe . Fox was on the job when Kay 
In Time’ is delicious visualization|® flash in the center of the vaude|a girl who comes down front center & Th _ ber a 8 75 Don started his auto and sent it up ti 
in terpsichore of an animated bas-| lineup that meant an easy winner |to play a violin. And for a finish— eaten, a r tains th aad me t Tied ttinetts bone of ceciet teen P 
ket full of scissors, needles, yarn,| 0D excellent work. Slate Bros. took | surprise, surprise—the statues back- | ™nU i an Beng ell tae . wach good magazine type of aerial views a 
darning balls, thimbles, and tape|the closing slug for a walkaway| stage turns to life and becomes oe onto rn = = te atieictn We be over China. s 
measures. It will be paid the com-|/augh sequence. Third loop ap-| Renoff & Renova, a so-so adagio Pa te : 7 mb is sticking to Both houses had about the same a 
plimeat of being widely borrowed | Pearance this year for the boys but] team. Ag es . a ——— nae po coverage on wrecks during the past Pp 
for presentations elsewhere. Evelyn | Still surefire on burlesque adagio| Kramer and Boyle get the next le ° aifee cu ay striking | week. Universal went into greater fi 
Ruerler sings and Virginia Brown and knockabout comedy. spot for some clowning. Dave man- example o erence in news cov-| detail on the Utah plane story and . 
dances. Both well. Ted Cook is m.c.’ing the presen- | ages to get some laughs and works ones, Pan tage Se ——— arrange-|also devoted more detail to the t: 

Igor Gorin, Mischa Vol Janin, and;tation half and wisely cutting down hard, although he forgets that the reer —— k r a s of ee watch preg’ train — Bei lower ti 
M. Vodnoy (names that are tough on|to straightforward announcements. | Roxy is a family house and he ought In ge —s br i " f . ag te pt ne st na ae eon ag wae y d: 
American memories) participate] After the girls, came the colored | to leave those gags, especially that v y a Pa verte a Mart Pg Path ee eee, oe @ thi — w 
with the male singing chorus in a|trio for an extra dose of hoofing | Pig item, for stag purposes. For a Seige an , ypc are used for a e, grouping most of this mate be 
vodka session of the ‘Black Hus-|that provided a bit too much danc- | Closer, he clambers up with the ° a to Bath , coronation. Com- | ria Ae a single head in the Emb, L 
sars’ over the festive table. For|ing on this bill. Then for femme | bandmen and plays the drums. Does | PArea "0 h a Noone eee abi: cea eae ne poset by oe & 
the overture Erno Rapee valiantly | comedy, Collette Lyons assisted by |it well, too. The only real enter- rear ge ~—_ <Oe. Swe reas were} & — et ne 
guided his pitmen through Liszt’s|Lou London. Miss Lyons should| t#inment turn on the bill. wl BS the SOURS Gad BAS te "c. = “— kobe febnett h 
walloping second Rhapsody, a swell|give them more of those tonsils.| For a finish the girls are back Pathe Cree Mee Denes oF wae eres, naliti gen Rl on men me h 
choice for a picture house because| Has a style of warbling that held | #&@in, this time twirling sticks a-la a on the other hand had semi- | forma oo  ahaiseals Tita, tee fi 
it has power, melody, and fire-|the audience silent throughout the|™@jor of the drum corps. Not so | @osed-ups Stee SRO PRINS BD 00) ee ee ee e1 
: bad as an idea and by the end of|the church. It got its camera suf- | because they want to get as much th 
works. number to break out into a round fici tl 1 t kidna in ropaganda in circula- 

Fox's ‘David Harum’ runs 82 min-|of hand-smacking at the close. the week maybe the girls will be ae «4 ee we eee Ses ee ti pend ible. est t ts from sat 
utes, so, with the newsreel and Dick doing it in unison. In_ between,| wreaths to make name cards dis-| tion as possible. ALOMONTS IC al 


All in all it was a thorough audi- cernible. In addition to that it| the district attorney and identifica- 
tions made from the stand, along ta 


it’s plenty Of|ence vaude show with surprisingly Rube Wolf makes some faces and 


Leibert's organing, wnateh dnene tea 


picked up numerous incidents of 


























show. Land. few dull spots for an opening pol- ‘Ninth Guest’ (Col) is on the | human interest during the march. with the sentencing of Touhy, were pe 
icy. First performance established screen, besides two shorts and ‘a The two-year-old girl, who made | @vailable to the cameramen. eh 
QRIENTAL CHI AGO a fine attendance pace and whether | newsreel, Biz Friday night only |@ hit in a Pathe subject recently, Luxer followed Emb by a week on ai 
ALE ’ te the house can hold it is the problem. | fair. Kauf. |returns for more applause and a|the abductor suicide and_ Lake 
(NEW POLICY) It will take plenty to send it across pieced greater chance for Hollywood in a| Placid skating. Waly. at 
the box-office line week after week. study with an infant sister. 68 
Chicago, March 5. Picture is ‘Eight Girls in a Boat’ GOLDEN GATE Plans of New York to raze its|commander are among other items ar 
That stage entertainment is alive,| (Par). House is playing pictures San Francisco, Feb. 27 ~— a =! ay plane —_ in eg Pathe program, in addition & 
n in ‘B’ week of relea ’ » at erent type of autogyro, ar |jto the general news covered in th 
ane rarin’ to go is demonstrated State-Lake. ates weed ~ * es Golden Gate winding up its first|cubs and the Marine Corps’ latest | Luxer. ‘ Waly. . , 2 
with a hey nonny nonny in Chicago, week of ‘It Happened One Night th 
the hotbed of a four-way competi- jinn — eng 4 ee = SF dks 
tive vaude-presentation match and Lo swelegant gross In the sate, “\on-|draw so soon after playing m M 
with the neighborhoods bubbling If casecibelagg N - t oe — Columbia pic for a sec- every picture house +4 ae LOND ON P ALLADIUM fr 
with a dozen vaude arenas. anyeeng se current |~s\anza |" Stage show, for the most part, is| Weak as the bill is in draft power London, Feb. 24. bs 
allows the stagedoor sentinel a res- fast and colorful, with a vastly im- | 8° is it in lively entertainment. It General Theat h truck 
In six months Chicago has leaped ast and co , res has struck a bad as 
pite from the onslaughts of the| proved Horace Heidt maestroing|is one of those layouts that just] patch in its Ameri 
from a dreary fleshless burg to the autograph hunting breed. Parade of|his band. Heidt is well into his sec- | drift along, going nowhere and get- Pp > single ewes je 
center of vaude activity. The B.&K. " 1 has for the| 0nd year here, and has learned that ting nothing. Once past the Honey| ‘™mportations. Of the four recent = 
neighborhoods started the proces- personal appearances has for the! e's much better when he curtails | Family, opening acrobats, and Gor-| visitors, only Aileen Stanley really ph 
nonce been suspended and the rep-| the talk and buffoonery. Now does|40n Reed and King, deucing hoof-| got over. Mary McCormic just 
sion back. At the B.&K. Congress | resentation from the Metro lot this straight, brief announcements and | ¢rs and musicians, the tempo is ripe ‘ = 
six months ago the first feeble at- | week finds it confined to the screeN.| girects the band in its numbers, | [°F 4 snooze. ’ al Gatco a a Pag tay ant 
tempt at vaude crashed through to|From Ramon Novarro and Clark! jeaving the batoning during acts to} Comedy depends upon the Harry} weeks quit by ena oeaseeee of 
rofitable week-end biz. One h Gable in the flesh over two SuUC-| Gene Knotts. Only a few of the| Burns act spotted third and Hal] after o “ag ly 
«sy alia clea Zs  Sne House cessive weeks the going has sim-| o:iginal Heidt bunch left, but all| Jerome, next-to-closing. . Both are ye sa est 
after another was added to the |mered down to the relative quietude boys are workers especially strong | tried standard curne but at this Latest one up against it is Fran- ye 
B.&k. week-end vaude bills as week | of Greta Garbo in ‘Queen Christina.’| 9, novelty and glee club stuff lamping they seemed tebe matestna | °°" Williams. She is booked in for pr 
after week the houses turned in|House count at the early Friday| joiat has worked up something of | almost all the way. This es colally @ fortnight, doubling from the . 
rapidly rising grosses. In spite of |evening performance rated a notch a stock troupe or pose nw Pe went for Jerome “ana the yamnnsed Monseigneur restaurant, but will to 
the natural sluggishness of trade] or two over the average. headed by Lysbeth Hughes, harpist- | is as plainly evident es his biesde’s just about survive a week. Pity -_ 
and picture organizations the week- With the feature absorbing 90|soprano looker: Harold \Waeleur white gaea. Silks beuse in net built about this Williams girl. She has th 
end bookings delivered steadily. mins., the spot apparently had it-| whistler and novelty singer; King for the easy type of comedy patter poise, looks good and dresses ‘like ab 
These week-ends played the best) seit pegged for a convenient turn-| Sisters, fem trio; Charles Westlund, | that once was the meat of a Pal-| face dnot fogs vipat her songs 
there was around at budget prices. | over by keeping the stage segment tenor, and Les Lewis, baritone.|ace program. Using that type of qust dont mean anything. = 
> ° en 


There was plenty to show on the 
ledgers of the circuit. These week- 
ends are admittedly the reason for 
the climb of the B.&K. organiza- 
tion from near bankruptcy to one 
of the most profitable circuits in 
the country. It has been a solid 
lesson to the midwest that vaude, 


down to 43 min. Phil Spitalny top- 
lines the bill. Event gives the radio 
maestro an opportunity to unveil bis 
latest get-to-gether, an all femme 
orchestral and warbling unit. Pre- 
ceding the Spitalny sorority is a 
Chester Hale terpsy idea that builds 


Miss Hughes applause topnotcher 
sopranoing ‘You’re My Thrill’ to her 
own harp accompaniment, and 
forced to an_ encore, Woolsey 
whistles a college medley and a cat 
romance number, and over big, 
while Westlund and Lewis do ‘Stu- 


style here is like shooting a gag 
across Times Square. 

Burns, with two girls and male 
assist, is more in the order of what 
the State demands due to the Wop 
dialectic stuff. But what works 
against him is the familiarity of his 


Bill as a whole is good enter- 
tainment. Su-Yee troupe of Chinese, 
with plenty of satin and silks, makes 
a@ good flash opening, displaying 
strength and agility common to the 
race. Clarkson Rose, English, just 
back from an Australian tour, still 
the same voice, same mannerism 


to a crack climax, with Harrison | q ’ 
ly booked, still is a powerful : : ent Prince’ excerpts as a duet, | material, from the opening flirtation 
box-office force. : appeal and. several minutes of | L2Wis doing s solo encore with | bit down to the balloon-busting. _| Puriesque mange ee ony mare 
The State-Lake came into the| J} Water Boy’ and also over. Lewis| Up ahead of Burns, Gordon, Reed| intonation is visible. Stadler and 


vaude picture and showed that a 
lot of show is still the answer. To- 
day there are four full weeks in 
the Chicago loop and the opening 
business on Friday (2) was the best 
these houses have seen in some 
time. The competition is bringing 
the loop back to life after three 
years of doldrums. 

Two houses, the State-Lake and 
the Oriental, fit in the picture as 
obvious rivals. But it is more than 
that. The Oriental lacks many of 
the natural advantages of the 
State-Lake. In the first place the 
State-Lake can get by on a $10,000 
weekly gross while the Oriental’s 
break figure is closer to $20,000. 
With the same scale prevailing, the 
Qriental will have to play to twice 
as many people. 

That the house is still in the pub- 
Nic’s consciousness was demon- 
strated by the full lobby holdout 
at the conclusion of the first show, 
something that has not been seen 
around this house since it dropped 
flesh. That heavy overhead puts 
the house under a big handicap, but 
it can be overcome. 

House has rearranged itself to get 
into the vaude atmosphere. Has 
installed annunciators which weren't 
quite ready at the first show. Stage, 
under vaude policy, seems closer 
to the audience than it did in the 
old Paul Ash presentation days. 
Theatre lacks the intimacy of the 
State-Lake but the use of a p.a. 
system does much to bring the 

audience closer to the footlights. 
Horns in the flies were used as a 


whirlwind acrobatics by a couple of 
cute youngsters, Ray and Sunshine. 
Combined in the ballet bit is a fetch- 
ing interplay of line movements 
and suave heightening of effect by 
lighting, 

With this group of 32 girls Spi- 
talny has turned out a slick sam- 
ple of act production and all around 
showmanship. Thing has its knotty 
spots, but these can easily be ironed 
out with time. Making itself espe- 
cially evident is the conductor’s fine 
flair for striking choral effects. It’s 
the singing department that regis- 
ters flawlessly whether given to 
solo, trio or ensemble. Instrumental 
grouping that Spitalny has intro- 
duced here lends itself nicely to the 
all-girl idea. Filling the front line 
are eight violinists and two harp- 
ists, while the two pianos are rele- 
gated to the top level of the plat- 
forms. 

Routining of the numbers could 
stand some adjustment so as to 
avoid the too frequent moving 
around of the girls for the warbling 
interludes. But as a whole the set- 
ting of one item against the other 
has been done with a keen sense of 
contrast and balance. Two items 
that took exceptionally well with the 
Friday evening congregation were 
the Victor Herbert medley and a 
class arrangement of ‘The Old Spin- 
ning Wheel.’ Act includes one danc- 
ing bit, and the little blonde looker 
responsible collected wholesale for 
a tap design that had no trouble 


has a good voice, but a tendency to 
slur his words and rather careless 
in stage deportment. 

Entire band and_ entertainers 
grouped in a pair of glee club offer- 
ings, including ‘Home on the Range,’ 
which was rather slow and choppy 
but nevertheless well received. Had 
singers darting out of their places 
in the lineup so often to stand be- 
fore the mike for a few bars that 
it spoiled the best effects of the 
number, Another band member, 
Alvino Rey, guitarist, did ‘Grass 
Shack’ on an electrically wired in- 
strument that lent the tune highly 
novel effects. Encored with ‘Rosary’ 
to Miss Hughes’ harp accompani- 
ment. Gordon Goodman was on for 
one number in falsetto tenor. Band 
had several numbers, all okay. 

Only two straight vaude acts, 
Wilfred Dubois, who juggled deftly 
and swiftly to good applause, and 
Two Rhythm Kings, pair of modern 
hoofing boys. Bock, 


STATE, N. Y. 


‘Nana,’ following soon after the 
$37,000 advertising buildup it re- 
ceived prior to and during its run 
at the Music Hall, should gather 
quite a gross this semester here. 
And it will all be due to the picture. 
Stage b.o. appeal is weak, with 
Conrad Thibault (New Acts) bari- 
tone, on the Maxwell House radio 
program, headlining. He’s hardly in 
the ‘name’ class as yet, and can 











insinuating itself into the general 
fancy. Odec. 


not be considered an individual 


and King slipped over nicely with 
their tapology and musical work. 
All three dance, but only two play. 
It’s something different for hoofers 
to step out with guitar and clari- 
net and really do something with 
the instruments, and they startled 
an unresponsive audience into giv- 
ing them a good hand. The Honey 
Family precedes with good tumbling 
and teeterboard work by the even- 
ly mixed sextet. This goes double 
for interchanging shoulder catches, 
with two girls as understanders and 
tossing the boys. 

Conrad Thibault, young, good- 
looking and likely to build a strong 
femme appeal is in between Burns 
and Jerome. The latter got his 
laughs from the front end of the 
house, snickers from the back, and 
was never as strong as he could be 
in a smaller barn. His violin work 
got better results than his patter 
with the blonde and audience. 

Enrica and Novello, standard 
dance turn backed by double-male 
piano-accompaniment, close. It’s a 
good act, but with not sufficient 
hurrah to terminate 2 bill which 
drags so badly. The three routines 
are nice, but slow, with the young 
lady’s two gowns probably classify- 
ing her as one of the best dressed 
women on. Broadway’s’ variety 
stages this week. The first is ruf- 
fled rose and the last shimmering 
gold. Singing is contributed to the 
turn by one of the pianists. 

Running time of the stageshow is 
77 minutes and appearing twice as 
long. 





Rose, back from the continent and 
here after four years, were splen- 
didly received. Theirs is the best 
doll dance that’s been around, and 
there have been many. 

Will Hay and company, in one of 
his scholastic episodes, gets laughs. 
But it seemed apparent the Palla- 
dium audience, which is pretty con- 
sistent, is becoming tired of him. 


Vic Oliver, assisted by Margot 
Crangle, follows Miss Williams. Al- 
though playing a quick return here, 
about five months, did a mop-up. 
Audiences here like the fresh, wise- 
cracking guys, providing they make 
’em laugh. And Oliver does that 
and more. He literally makes them 
howl. Margot is a perfect foil for 
him, 


Second half of bill is taken up 
with a condensed version of ‘Give 
Me a Ring,’ the former Hippodrome 
show, presented by Tom Arnold, by 
arrangement with Moss Empires. 
Flanagan and Allen are the only 
ones of the original company stay- 
ing, but it’s enough. Boys are great 
favorites with the mob here, and, 
regardless of what they do, keep 
them high-spirited. Sandwiched be- 
tween the scenes is another Amer- 
ican newcomer, Sibyl Bowman, and 
no one seems to have heard of her. 
Just described as a mimic. She is 
a cinch for over here. Her Garbo 
is great, her Swanson perfect, and 
her Mae West is almost uncanny. 
Looks like a sure show stopper. 

Business for supper show excel- 
lent. Eger. 
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PARAMOUNT, B’KLYN 


Sally Rand is at the Brooklyn 
Paramovnt this week. There are 


for a two-hour and 55 minute show, 
but Miss Rand’s five-minute flutter 
ms to be all that counts this week. 
is the draw, apparently bring- 
in plenty who do not usually go 
to the theatre. Not a stag audience, 
though the ratio is about seven men 
to three women, the latter of all 


their view of part of the stage 
almost continuously interrupted. 
Practically everyone wanted front 
seats and would not take the ushers’ 
word there were none. Plenty of 
room at the nine o'clock show. 

Miss Rand is one of the most in- 
teresting examples of current mob 
psychology. All last summer she 
danced at the Century of Progress. 
She was by no means the nudest 
attraction. There were girls who 
posed in the raw for the art students 
from the corn belt, Venuses, and 
whatnot. There were rumbas and 
tangos that called for asbestos cos- 
tumes. Both as a stripper and a 
dancer she was outclassed. Yet she 
Was the most talked about act on 
the grounds, just as back in °$3 
Little Egypt, apparently an Al- 
gerian, was the knockout. 

When she went into vaudeville 
her press agent arranged to have 
her arrested after every show the 
day. The gag was a boom- 
erang when the case came before 
the wrong judge, but the prison 
sentence didn’t hurt any, and prob- 
ably helped a lot. 

And so, from a night club enter- 
tainer, Sally became a salary and 
percentage proposition. Generally 
ehe reaches the percentage. If she 
doesn’t, she doesn’t starve. 

Faith Bacon, four or five years 
azo, got the same build-up for the 
same style of dance when she was 
arrested out of a Carroll ‘Vanities.’ 
And the best she got out of pre- 
cisely the same was a few floor 
dates and a chance to get in now on 
the dates Miss Rand cannot take. 

From another angle there is a 
Minsky burlesque house not 150 feet 
from the Paramount box office. 
Until the pre-election stir-up there 
could be seen twice daily ten times 
as much nudity. Some of the girls 
were more shapely, many were 


prettier and a few were more grace- 


ful than Miss Rand. On the com- 
plete strip they had to stand still, 
on the police theory that no one 
ever saw a dream walking, but 
standing still they gave far more 
of an eyeful. And the best Brook- 
lyn did about it was to yelp for the 
police, with business generally 
pretty poor. And most of the kick- 
ers are at the Paramount this week 
to satisfy their curiosity. 

There is little dancing and not 
much nudity to Miss Rand’s work, 
though she does offer an eyeful as 
she climbs the steps at the end of the 














EN BLUE 


Dir. JOE RIVKIN 
LEO MORRISON, Agency 





turn. The audiences take her stolidly 
and without audible or Visible signs 
of appreciation or disapproval. They 
go there, look at her and go back 
home. 

Show starts off with a tableau 
ostensibly posed from ‘Mignon,’ with 
Stella Powers contributing the Pol- 
onaise in a rather metallic colora- 
tura and the house ballet doing a 
minuet. There is a newsreel and 
them the girls are back against a 
snow landscape for a dance in 
bright red wraps. It’s smart color- 
ing and a great background for the 
Three Cossacks, skating act. 

Roy Smeck is next, working 
against a bare drop and only a stool 
om the stage, his change of instru- 
ments being handed up from the pit. 
Working without a microphone 
gives him a better tore and even 
his softer playing seemed to get all 
over the house. He was given a 
mice hand by an apathetic crowd. 
Bert Gordon and his femme stooge 
had harder going. Some laughs, 
but not many. And Bill Arronson 
found the way still reckier. None 
of the usual smacks of applause as 
his various radio imitations were 
given. They were recognizable, but 
not until he switched from red to 
green light to profit by his color- 
a make-up was there any 

Yr. 


Girls some back for a dance in 
more red costumes, pseudo Hun- 
garian, and a male solo dancer for 
a bit, then into the Rand aet. 

Film was ‘No More Women’ (Par). 
Newsreel, a ‘Paramount on Parade’ 
a ‘Pictorial’ and a Sportlight. Teo 
close to three hours to be eomfort- 
able and the shorts might have been 
better. Chic. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, March 2. 

With the _ sure-fire patronage 
aroused by the b. o. soek impreg- 
nated in ‘It Happened One Night’ 
«Col) on the sereen, management 
sought but satisfactory rostrum en- 
tertainment this week; and such 
was found, with a bit of a surplus 
to boot. 

Four acts: that’s the lay-out, and 
brought in under 45 minutes, due 
to unusually lengthy reelage of pic. 

Initialer, 6 Lucky Girls (they de- 
serve better tag), dishing a welter 
of hoofery that extends through 
gamut of widely variated pedal 
maneuverings. Opened with quin- 
tet on classic toe for hunting rou- 
tine; then, successively, a single 
acro tapping, trio doll precision 
dance, single jazz strut on toe, duo 
in contortive control work, single 
toe-tap, then the sextet group for 
a vervy ‘I Got Rhythm’ vocal rendi- 
tion and flash out in a whirling 
maze of prancing tootsies. Large 
wardrobe on exhibit, each bit in 
different togs. 

Chaz Chase deuces and shades 10 
minutes with his familiar panto- 
mimic zany stuff. Taps the mob’s 
laugh reservoir with his pyrophagus 
routine, plus linen, floral and paper 
mastication. Does a  fan-dance 
travesty, and closes clad in Roman 
toga whilst hoofing Russ dance. 

Masters and Grayce’s turn ultra 
brief. Comedy chatter with the 
man straighting and the gal draw- 
ing the chuckles. Off with novelty 
song and acro dance. Mild effect. 

Radio Rubes, quartet with ether 
rep, utilizing two guitars, fiddle and 
harmonica. Work into mike. War- 
ble a chain of ‘Walking Cane,’ 
‘Never Leave Dixie,’ ‘Golden Stars,’ 
et al, in that hillbilly nasal manner 
that radio has done much to popu- 
larize. Boys do plenty of risibility- 
nudging and had the mob on a leash 
from the first four musical bars 
onward, built nicely and had gar- 
nered enough applause to lean 
against at close. One of the Rubes, 
Rufe Davis, contribs load of side 
humor by his sheepish, shy mugging 
and deportment; also drew solid 
recognish with barnyard imitashes 
and sibilations akin to rr. train 
noises, 


ALLVINE’S ‘CLEVER’ PIC 
Hollywood, March 5. 
Billie Burke goes back to Radio 
for a spot in ‘Let All Who May Be 
Clever.’ 
Picture will be supervised by Glen 











Allvine, William Seiter directing. 











Third Time Shown 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


‘‘BOLERO”’ 


Entire Choreography and 
Original Staging By | 


| in one, or without piano as is the 


FLORENCE ROGCE | 
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lence satisfaction. 


| warbler. 
|; sented extremely well. 


MEDRANO, PARIS 


Paris, Feb. 24. 
Veteran Joe Jackson is back in 
Paris for the first time in five years 
with his classic tramp-and-bicycle 
number. Headlined at the Cirque 


Medrano, he is pulling capacity 
houses nightly at a $1.50 top and 
making them roar. 


Jackson hasn't changed his act 
a particle. Medrano is the Parisian 
type of intimate one-ring circus, 


and the ring is blacked out for his 
entrance, just as the stage was 
darkened for his old-time vaude ap- 
Ppearances. He begins with a gentle 
chuckle as he bashfully picks up 
something from the floor, and little 
by little he works the crowd up to 
a long continuous belly laugh with 
his timid adventures with the bi- 
cycle he discovered in the ring. 
Turn takes barely 10 minutes, in- 
cluding Jackson's exit with the 
lights going up and down on him, 
and he gives no encores; but act 
} ay obviously what the crowd came 
or. 

Featured on the same program, 
and also getting a big hand, is a 
troupe of American roller skaters 
billed as the 4 Finks Ayres. Finks 
gives them something new for 
France in the finale, carrying his 
three partners in a spin. Act has 
—— playing the Chantilly night 

u 

Medrano is one type of show that 
is holding up under adverse cir- 
cumstances prevalent in Paris now. 
It’s real popular entertainment. Be- 
side featured acts, including animal 
numbers and acrobats, backbone of 
the show is the clown, whose effec- 
tiveness depends on dialog as well 
as pantomime. It’s essentially an 
intimate performance. 

French circuses may prove the 
way out for certain American acts 
stranded here in the depression 
which have enough of a ring char- 
acter to get by. No purely musical 
mor dance numbers can make it, 
however.: Stern. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, March 2. 

Time out should be taken to make 
a note of the Palace pit orchestra 
and to give it a vote of thanks for 
; the performers and the audience. 
Headed by Danny Russo, it is an 
orchestra that is 50% of the show, 
making the poorest of acts look good 
and building standard acts to top 
pitch. It would be unfair to pick 
out any one member of this orches- 
tra for special mention in working 
with a sure feeling for the needs of 
the performers, because it’s the 
band as a whole that is deserving 
of the praise. 

With the return of vaude enthusi- 
asm in this part of the country 
some close attention on part of the 
house managers should be given to 
their pit orchestras. Some of the 
pit bands in this town are not as 
good as they might be. A few hours 
watching this Palace orchestra 
work would be worth more than 
a flock of lectures, 

George Beatty this week can 
thank the band plenty for the way 
he got across. Lot of old-fashioned 
material and style in the Beatty 
turn, but that band helped him 
build it into a salable act. Vaude- 
ville has grown beyond the simple 
routine of standing up against the 
footlights and telling jokes. It de- 
mands a snappier style. However, 
the type of audience im here for 
‘Spitfire’ (RKO) accepted the Beat- 
ty routine. Beatty is best with 
quiet, well-mannered audiences. He 
must stay away from the family and 
neighborhoods for best results. 

On the other hand, such a turn 
as Percival and Hunter need the 
family mob and the low admission 
houses to get into the swing of their 
hoke routines. At an 83c theatre, 
with a quieter type audience, they 
show up as smail-timey and hokey. 
There’s a place in vaude for Per- 
eival and Hunter, but not in the 
Palace. They would be right at 
home in the State Lake, or the Ori- 
ental, under their new policy. 
Opening the show was Col. Feo- 
dor Maybohm and his Russian 
Revels, an all-around surefire turn 
that has color, speed and plenty of 
solid entertainment,’ Russian or- 
chestra fronted by Russian femme 
dancing, which runs the gamut from 
toe to exotic gold-painted statue 
routines, all combining into a stand- 
ami turn that can play the best 
there is anywhere. 

This act has caught the swing 
of the new standards of variety, 
cutting bows down to nothingness, 
ard hopping the turn along from 
number to number without giving 
the audience a chance to slump 
back into their seats at any time. 
Speed and color are the big notes 
of this 16-person turn, and they pay 
big returns in applause and audi- 





Percival and Hunter in deuce and 
followed by Howard Marsh, the 
Act is dressed and pre- 
Instead of 
working with a single piano player 


custom of so many vocal perform- 
ers, Marsh has wisely spread his 
act to a ‘three-set,’ using two 
femmes at two pianos and backed 
by a special drop. Makes for a flash 
that means much toward selling this 
act. Marsh is tonsilling nicely from 
radio legit score while the gals have 
a@ special number to themselves, 








particularly a radium-glove se- 
quence that’s impressive. 

After Beatty in next-to-closing 
eame the Great Gretonas on the 
wire. From the Hagenbeck-Wal- 
lace show and doing the same rou- 
tine here closer to the ground. Bet- 
ter than regular wire workers, their 
big mumber being the three-high 
balance sequence. 

Palace should take a bow for 
playing such an act in the closing 
spot. With the coming of sound 
pictures vaude houses rejected all 
turns that need anvraratus setups in 
their closing spots. At this house 
they managed it nicely by lich*' 
up the house for a moment and us- 
ing the time as an exit march. Au- 
dience didn't notice the slight pause 
in continuity before the feature 
started. 

Business was capacity at the last 
show on Friday. Gold 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


With Sally Rand doing the real 
fan dance at the Paramount, a block 
away, it’s brash flippanmcy for the 
Fox to attempt one, especially with 
a line clad in long flowing gowns 
that twine around the legs of the 
girls and hinder their awkward 
kicking styles. That the girls are 





made to do those kicks at all is 
questionable. Just one of those 
hoecus pocus things about Fox 


presentations. Business as seen 
Saturday night, the best night of 
the week, makes it apparent the 
Fox isn’t going anywhere this week 
with the bo. Just a dud. 

Doesn't rate much additional men- 
tion. Roy Sedley, assisted by pretty 
Muriel Sharkey, dancer, and a comic 
with bad enunciatory powers, tries 
hard but finds matters difficult cur- 
rently. The comical lad used to 
m.c. at Horowitz's Village Nut Club. 
But it’s even tougher on Lubin, 
Lowrie and Andrea, who open the 


performance. Also a comedy and 
dancing act. 
Peggy Healey, singer who gets 


introed as a Paul Whiteman band 
annex, trots on with the announce- 
ment she has a cold, but she sings 
okay just the same and satisfies 
easily. However, that line, which 
dances like a group in an endur- 
ance contest, sizes to be a stage- 
hands’ paradise. Looks like the 
house has the producer hogtied and 
money pinched. Trying to make 
three acts look like seven is im- 
possible for anybody, which the Fox 
management ought to know by this 
time. 


Also, it doesn’t help to have the 
band leader always within the view 
of the audience, in front of acts and 
sideways. The Sedley act, were the 
band hidden from view, could easily 
work to better reaction. Also, when 
that instrumental quartet including 
a singer is taken from the band for 
a down front specialty, there’s no 
good reason for Berrens to be down 
front centre. Detracts from recep- 
tion. Looks like this house could 
stand a couple of weeks of good tal- 
ent shows. This week the mixed 
chorus is back in Sextette from 
‘Lucia,’ against the band back- 
ground and atrocious lighting. The 
second tenor sounded silent. 

There is every indication that the 
producing brains in charge is at- 
tempting something, but apparently 
held down. Maybe its the budget. 
Even the band platforms draped 
with velvet shows remains of letter- 
ing, on a couple of platforms, that 
couldn’t be rubbed out. Its evident 
that biz can’t be attracted by what’s 
offered. Usual band numbers inter- 
rupt between acts. The Cardell Sis- 
ters do a mirror dance without mir- 
rors and then chime in the general 
fan dance number with the line. 

‘Long Lost Father’ (RKO) on the 
screen plus the Universal newsree) 
and a couple of shorts. Show runs 


Coogan Filmsters Get 
25% of Labor Funds 


Hollywood, March 5. 
Cast and technical help employed 
by L A. Allen Productions on a 
Jackie Coogan film, will receive an 
immediate payment of 25% of their 
claim, as result of a hearing before 


Deputy Commissioner and Attorney 
Leo L. Schaumer of the State Labor 
Bureau. 

Claims aggregating $1,850 were 

filed with the bureau after actors 
and workers were told no funds 
were available to pay them for dub- 
bing the picture after work had 
been done. 
Agreement reached was that if 
and when picture is completed and 
sold and there are any profits, bal- 
ance due the eomplainants will be 
forthcoming. 


Set David Manners 


Hollywood, March 65. 

David Manners gets lead in Uni- 
versal’s ‘Black Cat,” featuring Boris 
Karloff and Bela Lugosi, which 
went into production Friday (2) 
under Edgar Ulmer’s direction. 

Also cast are Jacqueline Wells 
and Lueille Lund, latter the ‘All 
American Girl U brought out from 
Northwestern U. for a spot in ‘Sat- 
urday’s Millions.’ 


Wm. Nigh’s Next 


Hollywood, March 65. 

‘Numbers of Monte Carlo’, to go 
into production Wednesday (7), will 
be the fifth directed for Monogram 
within the past six month by Wil- 
liam Nigh. 

Previous four were all brought in 
by Nigh under budget and schedule, 
No cast yet for ‘Monte Carlo’. 

















MORAY’S TOUR 
Los Angeles, March 5. 

Norman Moray, Vitaphone sales 
manager, heading to the Coast from 
New York. 

Due in Denver :iarch 15, and will 
be met by N. H. (Jack) Brower, 
WB western sales chief, for a tour 





of the Pacific territory. 





Mank’s Dialog 
Hollywood, March 5. 


Herman Mankiewicz will write 
dialog for ‘Manhattan Melodrama’ 
(M-G). . 














THE FAMOUS 
SANINE COMEDIAN 


PETE 


THE ORIGINAL 
“OUR GANG” DOG 











‘Pete the famous Our Gang comedy dog | 
is the vaudeville headliner, entirely steal- 
ing the hearts of every canine loving 
. Few Hollywood importations 
have as much to offer vaudeville as Pete. 
CANTON DAILY NEWS. 














For Open Dates Write or Wire 


CHAS. V. YATES 
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HOW “WONDER BAR 
TOPPED ALL PAST 
MUSICALS SHOWN 
IN HOUR-BY-HOUR 
PHOTO REC- 
ORD OF BWAY 
PREMIERE! 











12 NOON — Extra ticket- 


_ raxer goes on the job. 







9.2% over “42nd 


Street” figures! .. . 


P. M.—No doubt now 


0 
A 0 bigger gross 
h vy ' —it’s the biggest yet! 


than “Gold Diggers’! 


1% more cash than 
“Footlight Parade”! 


And such reviews . . 


“Magnificent musical. Don’t 
miss it. Surpasses ‘42nd Street’ 
and ‘Gold Diggers’ in splen- 
dor. ‘Goin’ to Heaven on a 
Mule’ number worth the 
whole price of admission.’’ 

-—N. Y. Mirror 


‘From any angle it’s popular 
entertainment. Different 
from. the usual in such 
vehicles. Step right up to 
this ‘Wonder Bar.’”’ 

—N. Y. American 


‘*Glows with bright stars. 
Rich in entertaining ele- 
ments.’’ —N. Y. Daily News 
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‘*From the point of eye- 
spectacle it would be difficult 
to think of a more lusciously 
exciting picture than ‘Won- 
der Bar.’ Distinct relief from 
the usual run of screen 
musicals.’’ —N. Y. Eve. Post 
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HAL LEROY 
GUY KIBBEE 
HUGH HERBERT 
RUTH DONNELLY 
FIFI D’ORSAY 
LOUISE FAZENDA 
MERNA KENNEDY 
ROBERT. BARRAT 
HENRY O’NEILL 
HENRY KOLKER 


THE BIG SHOW FOR 
EASTER WEEK 


Directed by Lloyd Bacon. Numbers 
created and directed by Busby Berkeley. : 
A First National Picture, Vitagraph, Iac., 
Distributors. 












3 P. M.—The boys crave 
box-office action. 
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Al Jolson wishes to thank, for 
1 | their cooperation and courtesy, 

| all those who had anything 

to do with “Wonder Bar” 
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Silent Auction 
Exhibitor who believes that it 
ys to help church and other or- 

ganizations, made a clean-up re- 
eently with a silent auction for a 
ghurch society. The members ap- 
ed to him for help, but they 
Pad no ideas to offer. Exhib told 
them to go out and promote con- 
tributions from the stores, stress- 
ing the fact that they should be 
attractive in appearance. 

Society accumulated about a 
dozen articles ranging from a radio 
get to a string of pearls. Each was 
on display for two weeks in the 
window of the donor, with a card 
etating that it was one of the ar- 
ticles to be silently auctioned by 
the theatre and the society. No 
further details, but a reference to 
the lobby of the theatre on certain 
dates. 

A week before the auction the 
articles were brought into the 
lobby with a card explaining that 
these would pass to the highest 
bidders at an auction to be held 
the opening night of a picture that 
meeded help. Each bid had to be 
placed in a sealed envelope and 
anarked with the name of the article 
bid upon. If the bid was the high- 
est and the bidder in the house, 
that bid took the article. If the 
high bidder was not present it 
went to the next highest. 

Envelopes were opened on the 
stage on the night announced, and 
@ nice sum was realized by the co- 
eiety while the house had capacity 
for a second string attraction. With 
a glib talker to m.c., the event 
proved really exciting. Small town 
stuff, but good for the nabes, too. 





Stag Specials 

Exhibitor who has tried most 
everything found he could not put 
over a midnight matinee in his 
town. Plenty of people to object to 
the girls being out that late and 
the suggestion was frowned down. 

Then he came out with a little 
idea of his own, a stag Saturday 
might = special. House’ regularly 
closes about 10:45, so the special 
was schemed to start at 11. Care- 
fully advertised that the show 
would be precisely the same as that 
effered earlier in the evening, but 
the fact stressed that there would 
be no women present to bother the 
menfolk, who could sprawl out to 
make themselves comfortable. 

Plenty took no stock in the same 
show announcement, feeling that 
the manager had an ace up his 
sleeve, and the house was well 
Gilled for the first stag. But the 
@how was precisely the same, with 
mo added attractions other than 
that on the way out the men were 
offered hot dogs and a choice of 
beer or coffee as a midnight snack, 
the show ending about 12:45, with 
the local restaurants closed by 
then. 

Mostly the older men came back 
@or the second stag, but they like it 
@o well it seems to be a perman- 
ency. Now the woman are clamor- 
ing for a hen special and the man- 
ager is trying to figure some 
echeme to reserve the last regular 
show for them one night a week, 
with tea and cakes instead of dogs 
@nd beer. 


Sign Material 

Neighborhood V & X store re- 
@ently created a neat sign for a 
gumdrop sale utilizing letters of the 
eandy itself against a backing of 
gilvered oilcloth. Drops were rather 
large and with their sugar covering 
suggested jewels rather than gum- 
drops. Pinned to the ground cloth 
With the evident idea of putting the 
goods back in stock. For a theatre 
display it would need a glass pro- 
tection, but it makes an effective 
gwign if dark colored candy is used. 

Another home-made effect was 
obtained with the granulated cork 
in which Spanish grapes come 
packed. Sieved to remove the fine 
dust and gone over to remove pieces 
of excessive size. Remainder was 
sprinkled on a varnished surface on 
which the varnish had almost dried. 
When completely dry it was sprayed 
with gold or silver paint. Lettered 
with cardboard cutouts done in a 
deep blue for the silver and emerald 
green for the gold. Highly effective 
under the spot. . 

Second use of oilcloth was a 
@lossy black with letters cut from 
Similar material, but dead white. 
Looked more like patent leather and 
@ banner style sign drew much ap- 
Preciative comment. 


Blowing for Kate 
Indianapolis. 


Strollers during the noon hour 
were startled last week to hear the 
Strains of ‘When the Moon Comes 
Over the Mountains’ coming down 
@ut of the sky. Trumpeteers were 
on top of downtown office buildings 
lustily blowing the familiar theme 
gong in connection with the per- 
sonal appearance of Kate Smith at 
the Indiana theatre. Idea was Tom! 
Long's. Indiana publicity agent 


Cast Letters 

Managers who like to get some- 
thing different for their lobby dis- 
Plays could experiment with cast 
letters. Not as much trouble as it 
sounds and with a little practice 
will produce unusual results. 

Essentials are a large sheet of 
glass, some putty and something to 
cast. Putty is spread evenly on the 
glass to a thickness of about half 
an inch, with the surface either 
smoothed or left slightly rough. Be- 
fore the putty hardens the letters 
are cut into the surface, but in re- 
verse. Excess putty is removed and 
any fusible substance poured in. 

The latter may be rosin, paraffin, 
beeswax, printers’ roller composi- 
tion, lead, cement or plaster of 
paris, and most of these substances 
can be given color by the addition 
of analin dyes or the colors sold by 
hardware stores for cement. 

If a large plate is not available 
the letters can be cast singly. If 
the plate is large enough for the 
entire title, the sign can be cast in 
a block by building a putty wall 
around the edge to permit pouring! 
to the depth of about an inch. A: 
good effect can be had if the letters 
are poured in one color and the base 
made of similar material, but of a 
different color. Where wax or sim- 
ilar material is used, it is possible 
to sprinkle color on after the sign 
has been removed from the mould. 


Looks Like a Contest 


Where contests have not been 
done to death, Paramount’s ‘Strange 
Holiday’ offers a good contact point 
for a contest on the strangest vaca- 
tion the entrant has ever spent. Can 
be worked as an ad lib or the con- 
testant can be required to be pre- 
pared to authenticate the writing in 
the event of a win. 

From another slant the contest 
can be on the sort of novel vaca- 
tion the contestant would like to 
enjoy. This gives more room for 
the imagination and may possibly 
lead to a hook-in with railroads, 
bus lines and other forms of travel, 
advertising that strange vacations 
may be reached through the medium 
of the transportation service. 

Generally a contest requires a 
newspaper co-operation, but a 
small house can work it solo if there 
is room to post the most likely en- 
tries. A committee weeds out the 
impossibles and the others are af- 
fixed on the walls with votes given 
with each ticket, or the judging can 
be done and the winners then posted. 
If there’s a vacant store nearby, so 
much the better. Use the window 
and get a wider circulation. 








Saves Space 

Lobby or window sign that gets 
pienty of attention and carries a 
double message is made in a box 
fronted with a sheet of sign paper 
on which is painted a sales message 
in light transparent colors. Back of 
this is another sheet of paper or 
glass on which is painted in black 
opaque letters the title of the play 
the sales copy seeks to put over. 
Slow flasher button with a strong 
light throws the solid letter into 
relief when the light is on. When 
it’s off the sales copy is easily read. 
Simple to make and maintain, and 
decidedly effective. 

Another adaptation of the idea 
is good for crime plays and mys- 
teries. Here the outside sheet shows 
a window or door. When the back 
light is on the figure of the culprit 
is strongly silhouetted. This calls 
for a nice adjustment of the solid 
figure so that it is in exact register. 
A variant is merely to show a brick 
wall, with the crime enacted on the 
second sheet. 

In a third treatment the message 
can be written as a whole, with the 
title or star dropped out in the 
front sheet. Here the entire mes- 
sage should be in opaque. All three 
are useful. 


Paris in Cleveland 


One of the Loew theatres in 
Cleveland (the press department 
does not indicate which one) made 
a display 120 feet long for ‘Moulin 
Rouge’ recently. This was a profile 
of a Paris street against what ap- 
pears to be a sky drop and appar- 
ently back lighted. All in minia- 
ture, which makes a nice perspec- 
tive. Topped by the picture’s title 
in five-foot cutout letters. Extends 
the entire length of the lobby on 
one side. On the other is a line of 
French shoppes, but no detail as to 
whether or not they were stocked 
with goods. 

In the center is a Moulin Rouge 
shop in which was dispensed malted 
milk and toasted cheese sandwiches 
by a tie-up with a milk concern. 
Place was kept filled all day at show 
times. 

Too elaborate for most places, but 
the street idea can be cut down to 
fit any lobby ten feet wide or more, 
and the effect can be heightened by 
cutting out and illuminating the 





windows. Can be used for the 
lobby, but even better for the 

" i 
marquee 


Baseball Next 


Next on the regular program is 
the baseball season, and it’s up to 
the theatre to make as much as it 
can out of the game while permit- 
ting the baseballers to take as little 
as possible from the theatre. 
If there is material handy a 
house team is a good bet, either in 
the twilight league or a Sunday 
afternoon aggregation. A _ losing 
team is worse than nothing, so un- 
less a reasonably good nine can be 
picked it is better to lay off. With 
some good boys it’s worth while 
making a noi:e. People are bound 
to see ball games. If they can be 
reminded of the theatre, they may 
come to the shows, too. 
Broadening the idea, it should be 
possible to form a league of six or 
eight teams to play through the 
season. Each team should repre- 
sent a section, trade other identi- 
fying connection, and with the in- 
terest worked up the league games 
can be built into a real issue with 
the theatre capitalizing the players 
through their evening visits and 
special events. It is even possible 
to sell tickets for the games. One 
house sold a double ticket for the 
game and show and made money. 
It does no good to start out with a 
whoop and fold in the middle of the 
season. The reaction will be 
against the house, no matter how 
profitable the early games may 
have proven. 

If nothing else is done, there can 
at least be a league started in the 
kid club. 





Trick Letters 


Manager who had a lot of colored 
foil for his lobby signs got tired of 
seeing it look the same every week. 
He had a chat with his sign writer 
and they worked out an idea. Let- 
ters were cut from the foil of the 
proper height, but twice the width 
of the letter. Only the edges of the 
foil were pasted down, the surplus 
being arched, and when dry the 
foil was pinched and crumpled. 
The result was a letter that caught 
the light from a dozen angles. 
Much more effective than the 
slickly glued foil, and worth the ex- 
tra trouble for a change. 

Another effective letter was made 
by cutting them from odd bits of 
compoboard, giving them a coat of 
varnish and then sprinkling with 
pounded glass when the varnish 
was tacky but not quite dry. If put 
on too soon the varnish will cover 
the smalt and dull the reflecting 
surface, so it pays to take a little 
time. Colored glass. will not work, 
since the color is mostly on the 
surface, but it can be colored by 
lights concealed in the frame. All 
of the card will take some color, 
but the glass will reflect more than 
the dead white surface. In making 
these letters sprinkle the edge as 


New Identification 
Usual identification contests with 
picture stars had gone over so well 
a small towner was moved to try a 
local identification. It worked even 
better, as it should in any town up 
to 10,000. 
Local photog was contacted to 
make up a set of 20 prints of rea- 
sonably well-known localites, 10 
each men and women. When the 
idea boss got the set it looked too 
easy, so he cut out just the heads, 
excluding any suggestion of cos- 
tuming, and the gallery looked very 
different. 
He advertised the stunt in the 
newspaper and in the lobby, but the 
frame containing the cutouts was 
placed in the foyer and a card was 
given each patron. Assurance was 
given that all of the pictures were 
those of local people, and all made 
within the past 24 months, but even 
at that they looked so different that 
the manager added the photogra- 
pher’s assurance to his own. 
Three or four shots were quickly 
spotted by almost everyone, but the 
winner paid off on 17 identifications, 
since no one hit all 20. 
When the prizes were awarded, 
the originals of the pictures were all 
introduced, and that in itself made 
a big drawing card. 





Chaplin in Japan _ 
Tokyo. 

That Japan is up there in front 
when it comes to up-to-date ex- 
ploitation can be seen in the new 
circusy gadget used by ace theatres 
here. For special exploitation on 
openings one theatre-is using an 80- 
foot high figure of Charlie Chaplin, 
the idol of Japan, fashioned as a 
balloon and floated high above the 
low housetops of this city. 

The eyes are real lights and blink, 
while the mouth is hooked up to a 
high-powered p.a. system which 
keeps spouting fast and furious 
copy anent the current attraction. 

Is particularly effective since, be- 
cause of low buildings of this city, 
the balloon man can be seen from 
any part of town. 


In Society 
Lincoln, Neb. 

Ely Culbertson’s bridge shorts 
were given a society sendoff at the 
Lincoln theatre here, when Pat 
Patchen, house manager, acted as 
host to a matinee party opening 
day. Had the local Culbertson ex- 
pert on hand to deal out some tech- 
nique and tied up with the local 
sheets which have been running the 
Culbertson syndicated material. 

Patchen also drew considerable 
comment at the Stuart with the 
pasting of a Garbo 24-sheet to the 
lobby floor plugging ‘Christina.’ Se- 
lecting a paint job which was a dis- 
tinct clash with all surrroundings in 
color scheme, it caught the eye of 








well as the top. The thicker the 
card the better the result. 


every patron going in and out to 
see Cantor’s ‘Scandals.’ 





BEHIND 





the KEYS 





Los Angeles. 
Simon Lazarus now sole operator 
of the Mirror, Hollywood, having 
taken cver the interest of his part- 
ner, Harry Vinecoff. 
George L. Sanders has taken over 
the Colonial (pix), I. A., from 
Peterson & Moore. 





Detroit. 


Price war on between the Madi- 
son and the Adams, each offering 
double bills for 15c. The Adams 
is an indie house owned by Harry 
Balaban, and the Madison is op- 
erated by Par. War includes a cam- 
paign to buy all available product 
with the competition getting hot. 
Both are downtown grind houses. 





Northfield, Vt. 


Norwich University is considering 
operating a public film theatre in 
the college Armory. Building needs 
only sound squipment installation. 





Chicago. 


Ray Thompson goes over from the 
B. & K. Oriental to the loop Mc- 
Vickers as treasurer, making the 
shift as Ben Bloomfield switches as 
manager from the Oriental to Mc- 
Vickers. 





Dyersville, Ia. 
H. V. Lippert has the Plaza and 
will continue its operation, Joseph 
Heiring to retire. 





C. L. Spencer, Des Moines, has ac- 
quired the Palace, Exira, Ia., from 
Lee McAnninch, bringing house up 
to date for modern operation, 





Rochester 
Farewell dinner for Manager 
Harry Royster of the Century 





and district manager for Publix. 


Tuesday (6). He has been in Roch- 


Syracuse. 
‘Prince’ Michael Romanoff turned 
up in Syracuse to exploit ‘Catherine 
the Great’ (UA), opening at Keith's 
Friday. ‘His Highness’ is booked 
solid for luncheon club appearances. 





Birmingham, 
The Martin circuit in Alabama 
and Georgia is building a new house 
seating 800 at Sylacauga. 
The Amusu, at Mudge Miss., has 
been reopened by Calvin and Claude 
McGehee. 





Memphis. 
Three Little Rock theatres, the 
News, Roxy and Prospect changed 
ownership. T. W. Sharp, who op- 
erated the houses for 12 years, sold 
them to 8S. E. Brady, Henry Sanders 
and Joseph E. Wheeler, all of Cape 
Giradeau, Mo. 
Los Angeles. 
Now reconstructed, the Sunbeam, 
nabe, destroyed in the March i106 
earthquake, will reopen week March 
18. House is operated by Benlo, 
Inc., under supervision of Ben N. 
Berinstein. 





San Francisco. 
Fox Virginia, Vallejo, will darken 
end of month for 30 days to allow 
remodeling. 
Fort Wayne. 
Family theatre, which had a fire 
around the holidays, reopened with 
films, and vaudeville in for three 
days a week. Fred Tangeman’s 
band in pit. 
Denver. 
Cost of doing business will be in- 
creased for exchanges if the pro- 
posed increase in license fees is 
passed by the city council. 
Fee is now $10 a quarter, and pro 





ester for the past five years, as p.a 


posed ordinance would make it $100! 
& year, 


Warners Denies 
Warner Brothers has sent out a 
letter denying any mutual tie-up 
with the makers of Coca Cola. The 
denial is occasioned by the sending 
of a charge to the newspapers that 
Warners has contracted to swap 
publicity with the soft drink firm. 
Warners publicity recently ar- 
ranged a tie-up with the drink 
people whereby, in return for per- 
mission to use star cuts, the picture 
concern was assured sufficient ad- 
vertising publicity to pay it for the 
privilege. It is denied that the ar- 
rangement is reciprocal in the sense 
that the W-B and First National 
pictures will employ the screen in 
behalf of the fountain fluid. 
In other words, Warners merely 
arranged to take advertising in lieu 
of cash for the advertising use of 
its stars’ pictures. 
Additional explanation is made 
that the recent use of Cola in ‘Heat 
Lightning’ follows the play in which 
—— is made merely for local 
color. 


Estes Cops $100 
The south copped Par’s $100 prize 
for the best house front, fashioned 
from a group of 15 selected stills, 
on ‘Cradle Song,’ award going te 


Joe M. Estes, manager of the Tudor, 
New Orleans. 


Studio Placements 








Hollywood, March 5. 


Ann Ronnell, writing musical 
numbers and score, ‘Down to Their 
Last Yacht,’ Radio. 


Cliff Thompson, ‘Twentieth Cen- 
tury,’ Col. 


Eugene Pallette, Kathryn Ser- 
gava, ‘Friends of Mr. Sweeney,’ WB. 

Gene Markey, adapting ‘Lost 
Lady,” WB, wit! Kay Francis 
probability for title spot. 

Earl Dancer's negro chorus, ‘Mur- 
der at the Vanities,’ Par. 

Ted Healy and stooges, ‘The Big 
Idea,’ MG short. Sam Berwitz pro- 
duces. 

Joe Mankiewicz checked in Metro 
writing dept. No assignment yet. 

Porter Hall, ‘Thin Man,’ MG. 

Belle Daube, ‘Operator 13,’ MG. 

Charles Levinson, ‘Twentieth Cen- 
iury,’ Col. 

— Reed, ‘Uncertain Lady,’ 


Warren Hymer, Sam Hardy, John 
Kelly, ‘Little Miss Marker,’ Par. 

John Miljan, ‘It Ain’t No Sin,’ Par. 

Ann Revere, Colin Tapley, ‘Double 
Door,’ Par. 

Grant Mitchell, George Baxter, 
‘Thirty-Day Princess,’ Par. 

Sidney Blackmer, Sidney Foxe,, 
‘Down to Their Last Yacht,’ Radio. 

Ricardo Cortez, ‘Dark Tower’, WB. 

John Eldredge, ‘Dark Tower’, WB. 

Jean Arthur, Donald Cook, Dick 
Cromwell, ‘Most Precious Think In 
Life’, Col. 

William Collier, Sr., ‘Thirty Day 
Princess’, Par. Schulberg. 

George Irving, ‘World Moves On’, 
Fox. 

Clarence Hummell Wilson, ‘Now 
I'll Tell’, Fox. 

Luis Alberni, ‘Black Cat’, Uni- 
versal. 

William Augustin, Frank Conroy, 
‘Too Many Women’, Fox. 

Tom Dugan, ‘Sawdust’, Warners. 

Russell Hardie, ‘Operator 13’, 
Metro. 

Robert Geckler, ‘Now I'll 
Fox. 

John Meehan, Jr., scripting B. F. 
Zeidman’s ‘Love Life of a Sailor’, U. 

Frank Conroy, ‘Too Many Women’, 
Fox. 

Harry Holman, ‘Malibu’, MG. 

John Swift, scripting ‘Sea Girt’, 
Radio. 

Billie Seward, 
tury’, Col. 

Al Rogell, directs ‘Hell Cat’, Col. 

Fred Niblo, Jr., Adele Buffington, 
scripting ‘Hell Cat’, Col. 

Clark Gable, ‘Manhattan Melo- 
drama’, MG. 

Gene Austin, ‘Candy and Coco’, 
Lou Brock short, Radio. 

Francis Faragoh, stays on Radio, 
scripting untitled yarn. 

Irving Pichel, ‘Too Many Women’, 
Fox, and ‘Cleopatra’, Par. 

Maureen O’Sullivan, Isabel Jewel, 
‘Thin Man’, MG. 


Tell’ 


‘Twentieth Cen- 


_ Kruger, ‘Treasure Island’, 
MG. 
Russ Powell, ‘Firebrand’, 20th 
Cent. 
Clifford Jones, ‘Murder in the 


Studio’, Col. 

Ralph Remley, ‘Double Door’, Par. 

Shirley Grey, Ward Bond, Bradley 
Page, Clifford Jones, Vincent Sher- 
man, Kane Richmond, Lucien Pri. 
val, Ed King, Alden Chase, Frank 
Mills. Helen Eby Rock, ‘Murder in 
the Studio’, Col. 
Bobby Watson, 
mite,’ Radio. 
Kay Johnson, ‘Of Human Bon- 
dage,’ Radio. 


‘Strictly Dyna- 





George tenavent, Rolf Sedan, 
‘Stingaree,’ Radio, 
Mary Kornman, Bobby 
Strictly Dynamite,’ Radio. 
Richard Allen, ‘Murder at the 
Vanities.’ Par. 


Watson, 
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RADIO CITY 


EXTENDED 
ENGAGEMENT 


STARTS THURSDAY 


e 
WITH 


ROBERT YOUNG 


RALPH BELLAMY 
MARTHA SLEEPER 


From the play “Trigger” 
by Lula Volimer 
Directed by John Cromwell 


RKO-RADIO 
PICTURE 


A Pandro $. Berman Production 
Merian C. Cooper 


Executive Producer 
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her blazing genius!... 

Today she reigns over Star- 
dom! ...Again the amazing 
Hepburn...superb in a role 


completely and daringly different! ) 


...as the fighting, thieving, loving 


——=s 

































N 
ie 
a 
s 
4 





Ro 


Stu 
Bo. 





Fen 


Qoo 














| 








Tuesday, March 6, 1934 


CALENDA 


—_—— + 
Office: 
Harold Auten 44 Owes. %. v.6 
Sensitive study of psychological difficulties. Elisabeth Berg- | 
93 mins. Rel, Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 6. 
Adventures of a girl who wants to be a star in 
Dir. Fedor Ozep. 82 mins 








elo (German). 
- ner. Dir. Paul Czinner. 


Mirages de Paris (French). 
Paris. Jacquelin Francell. Roger Theville. 
Rel Dec. 23 Rev. Jan. 9. 

Poll de Carotte ‘Red Head) (French). A story of adolescence. Robert Lynen 
Dir. Julien Duvivier. 96 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Dec. 20 and May 30. 

Savage Gold Commander Dyott's thrilling adventures with savage nunters 
Comm. Dyott. Dir. Commander George Dyott. 67 mins Kev Aug 3 


Chesterfield 


Dance, Giri, Dance. Musicai drama Alan Dinehart, Evalyn Knapp, Ada May 
bir Frank Strayer. 69 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Oct. 31. 

A prize fighter and his affairs with women 

Dir. Frank Strayer. 


Offices: 1540 Groadway, 
New York. N. ¥ 


Lois Wilson 


én the Money. 
66 mins. Rel 


Skeets Gallagher, Warren Hymer. 
Nov. 7. Rev. Jan. 9. 

Man of Sentiment. How an old man holds a family together 
Owen Moore, Wm. Bakewell. Christian Rub. Dir. Rich 
Rel Sept. 15. Rev. Nov. 14. 

Murder on the Campus. Mystery with a college background. Shirley Grey 
Charies Starrett and J. Farre! McDonald. 

Quitter. Human interest story. Charley Grapewin ani Emma 
Richard Thorpe. 65 mins. Feb. 5. 

Rainbow Over Broadway. Musical romance. Grace Hayes, Joan Marsh, Lucien 


Marian Marsn 
Thorpe. 67 mins 


Dunn. Dir. 


Littlefield. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 72 mins. Rel. Dec. 23. Rev. Dec. 27 
Stolen Sweets. [ramatic romance. Sally Blane, Charles Starrett. Dir, Rich- 
ard T| e. 79 mins. Kel. March 15. 
Vegether Again. Father and son story. Onslow Stevens, Lila Lee, Dickie 
MOOTe 


. oe Offices: R.K.O. Bidg., 
First Division * Mew. Varn 4. ¥ 


iivieases Algo Allied. Chesterfield and Monogram 


Avenger, The. A district attorney seeks revenge on the gang anich ‘tramed 
him to (wenty years in prison. Ralpt Forbes, Adrienne Ames. Claude 
Gillingwater. Dir. Edward Marin 78 mins. Re. Sept 15 

Beggars in Ermine. Lionel Atwill, Betty Furness. Dir. Phil Rosen, 70 mins. 

Broken Dreams. A father’s devotion to his young son. Randolph Scott, 
gs we : tase Mercer. Buster Phelps. Dir. Robert Vignola 6% 

ns. el ec. 1. 


By Appointmert Only. A physician couldnt make up his mind which of two 


women we loved the most. Lew Cody, Sally O'Neill, Marceline Day. 
Dir. Frank Strayer. 66 mins. Rei. Nov. L. . i 
Gross Streets. Young doctor, jilted by the woman he loves, ruins his career, 


until daugiuter of same woman talis in love with him, years later. 
Jan. 22. wir. Frank Strayer. 

Dance, Giri, Oance. Musical of backstage life. A small-time vaudevilian 
becomes a night club star. Eva!yn Knapp, Gloria Shea, Alan Dinehart, 
egg tugeet, Ada May, Mae Busch. Dir. Frank Strayer. 69 mins. 

e OV » 

Devil’s \\ ate. 
murdered. 
Rei. sept. i 

Eat 'Em Alive. Jungle super thrilier 56 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. 

Forgotten Men. Collection of uncensored war film, taken from government 
archives of 14 warring nations. Kel. April 1. 

Fugitive, The. secret service agents on the trail of a halt-miilion dollar mau 
seoeers.. Kex Bell, Cecilia Parker. Dir. Harry Fraser. 58 mins. Kei 
ept. ‘ 

Me. French production of a de Maupassant story. 
oe paragon who lost his virtue. 65 mins. 
an. 9. 


He Coulan’t Take It. 


Rei. 


condemned man, on the verge of execution, is mysteriously 
Peggy Shannon. Preston Foster. Dir. Phil Rosen. 66 mins. 


Dubbed in English. A 
Rel. Dec. 26. Rev. 


Inside story ot a process server who makes good with 
his summonses and gets his man. Kay Walker, Virginia Cherrill, George 
E. Stone. Dir. Wm. Nigh. 64 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. 


6 Have Livea. A Broadway stage sta: is faced with biackmatiers on the eve 
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These tabulations are eompited | 
from information supplied by the | 
various production companies and | 
checked up as soon as possible after | 


release. Listing is given when re- | 
lease dates are definitely set. Titles 
are retained for six months. Man- 


agers who receive service subse- 
quent to that period should pre- 
serve a copy of the calendar for 
reference. 

The running time as given here 
is presumably that of the projection 
‘oom showings and can only approx- 
imate the actual release length in 
those states or communities where 
local or state censorship may result 
in deletions. Running time in the 
reviews as given in ‘Variety’ carry 
the actual time clocked in the the- 
atre after passage by the New York 
state censorship, since pictures are 
reviewed only in actual theatre 
showings. 

While every effort is made to hold 
this list accurate, the informatior 
supplied may not always be correct, 
even though official. To obtain the 
fullest degree of accuracy, ‘Variety’ 
will appreciate the co-operation of 
all managers who may note discrep- 
ancies. 





Columbia Sues 


Los Angeles, Mar. 5. 


Seeking to establish the liability 
of stockholders, Columbia Pictures 
Corp. has filed suit in Superior 
court here against W. J. Fahey, 
Llewelyn Bixby and William M. 
Cook to collect $7,380 for Columbia 
product contracted by the Long 
Beach Theatre Co. in July, 1931, 
plus 10% attorney fees. 

Complaint charges that on July 
9, of that year the three defendants 
were stockholders of the theatre 
company, and that on the same 
date it entered into a _ contract 
whereby it agreed to supply the 
theatre with its 1931-32 feature 
product, consisting of 24 pix, to be 








OF CURRENT RELEASES 


+ 





Havana Widows. Two girls tn Havana searching for suckers. Joan Blondell, 
Glenda Farrell, Guy Kibbee, Ruth Donneliy, Frank McHugh and Allen 
Jenkins. Dir. Ray Enright. 64 mins. Rel. Nov 18 Rev. Nov. 28. 


| Loved a Woman. Based on novel by David Karsner. Story of the affairs 


of an industrial leader and an operatic star. Edward G. Robinson, 
Kay Francis. Genevieve Tobin Dir. Alfred E. Green 90 mins. Rel 
Sept. 23. Rev. Sept 26 

I've Got Your Number. Rowdy, rollicking story of the telephone trouble hunter 
who finds it. Joan Blondell, Pat O'Brien. Dir. Kay Enright. 67 mins. 
tel. — Rev. Feb. 6 

Mandalay. Adventure in the Indies. Kay Francis, Lyle Talbot, Riccardo 
Cortez. Dir. Michael Curtiz. 65 mins. Rel. Feb. 10. Rev. Feb. 20, 

Massacre. Drama of the modern Indian and his conflicts with the white men. 
Richard Barthelmess, Ann Dvorak. Dir. Allen Crosland. 70 mins tel, 
Jan. 13. Rev Jan. 23. 

Son of a Sailor. Comedy of a sailor who gets into a funny situation because 


of his habit of teliing romantic stories about himself. Joe E. Brown, 
Jean Muir, Frank McHugh. Johnny Mack Brown and Thelma Todd. 
Dir. Lloyd Bacon. 70 mins. Rel. Dec. 23. Rev. Dec. 5. 

Wild Boys of the Road. Drama of the ‘orphans of the depression. Frankie 
Darro, Dorothy Coonan, Rochelle Hudson, Ann Hovey. Dir. William A. 


Wellman. 66 mins. Rel. Sept. 30. Rev. Sept. 26. 

World Changes, The. An epic drama of a family through four generations. 
Paul Muni. Aline MacMahon, Mary Astor. Donald Cook, Margaret Lind 
say, Jean Muir, Patricia Ellis. Dir. Mervyn LeRoy. 95 mins. Rel. 
Nov. 25 Rev. Oct. 31. 

Studio: Fox Pills, F Offices: 444 West 56th St. 

Hollywood, Cal. Ox New York. N Y, 


‘When Ladies Meet’ with the sexes reversed. Warner Bax- 


As Husbands Go. 
Dir. Hamilton McFadden. 65 mins. 


ter He'en Vinson, Warner Oland. 
Rel. Dec. 29. Rev. Jan. 30. 

Berkeley Square From the stage play of the same titie. Turn back the 
years type of play. Leslie Howard, Heather Angel. Dir. Frank Lioyd. 
87 mins. (roadshow time). Rel. Nov. 3. Rev. Sept. 19. 

Carolina. From Pau! Green's stage play of last season. Janet Gaynor, Lione) 
Barrymore, Robt. Young Henrietta Crosman. Dir. Henry King. 82 
mins. Rel, Feb. 2. Rev. Feb. 20. 

Charile Cnan’s Greatest Case. Another adventure of the Chinese sieuth. 
Warner Vland. Heather Angel. Dir. Hamilton MacFadden. Rel. Sept. 15. 
Rev Oct. 106. 

Coming Out Party. Original done by the Lasky unit. Frances Dee, Gene 
Raymond, Alison Skipworth. Dir. John Blystone. Rel. Mar, 2. 

Devil Tiger. Wild animal yarn made in Asia. Marion Burns, Kane Rich- 
mond, Harry Woods and natives. Dir. Clyde E. Elliott. 60 mins. Rel. 
Feb. 16. tev. Feb. 13. 

Doctor Bull. From the novel, ‘The Last Adam. Will Rogers, Louise Dresser. 
Dir. John Ford. 76 mins. Rel. Sept. 22. Rev, Oct. 10. 

Frontier Marshal, The. Familiar theme of the unknown cleaner-up. John 
Wayne. Dir. Lew. Seiler. 66 mins. Rel. Jan. 19 Rev. Feb. 6. 

Good Companions, The. (British made.) From the Priestly novel of an Eng- 
lish concert troupe. Jessie Matthews. Dir. Victor Saville. Rel. Sept. 8. 
Rev. Oct. 17. 

Heir to the Hoorah. From an old stage hit by the late Paul Armstrong. 
George O'Brien, Mary Brian. Dir. Geo. Marshall. 72 mins, Rel, Feb. 9. 

Hold That Girt. Original story. James Dunn, Claire Trevor. Dir. Hamilton 
MacFadden. 65 mins. Rel. Feb. 16 

Hoopia. Talker version ot ‘The Barker, stage play made as a silent. Clara 
Bow, Preston Foster, Rich. Cromwell. Dir. Frank Lioyd. 85 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 30. Rev. Dec. 5. 

{! Am Suzanne. Novelty story with puppet sequences. Lilian Harvey, Gene 
Raymond, Piccoli Marionettes, Yale Puppeteers. Dir. R. V. 99 
mins. Rel. Dec. 22. Rev. Jan. 23. 

| Believed in You. Original story. Rosemary Ames, Victor Jory, John Boles. 
Dir. Irving Cummings. Rel. Feb. 23. 

| Was a Spy. (British). Based on the story by Marthe MacKenna. Herbert 
Marsta!l, Madaleine Carroll, Conrad Veidt. Dir. Victor Saville. 83 mins. 





played a full week each. 


BILLBOARDS SEEM DOOMED 








of marriage to wealth and jove. Anita Page, Allen Vincent. Alan Dine- 
hart. Dir R. Thorpe. 69 mins. Kei. Oct. 1 

Oa the Money. A goofy family, suddenly broke, pin their hopes on a Shake- 
spearean-minded prize fighting champ. Skeets Gallagher, Lois Wi.son, 
Warren Hymer, Sally Starr. Dir. Frank Strayer. 67 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. 


Man of Sentiment. Playboy son marries a poor gir! against his weaitny 


family’s wishes. Marian Marsh, William Bakewell, Owen Moore. Dir. 
Ric..ard thoipe. 68 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. 
Murder on the Campus. Mystery with college background. Shirley Grey, 


Charles Starrett, J, Farrel McDonald. 69 mins. Rel. Feb. 6. Dir. Rich- 


ard Thorpe. 
Mystery Liner. Noah Beery, Astrid Allwyn. Dir. Wm. Nigh. Rel. Dec. 19. 
Notorious But Nice. Driven from the man she loves, a gir; finds solace in a 
loveless marriage with the king of the underworld. Marian Marsh, 
Betty Compson, Donald Dillaway. Rochelle Hudson. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 
7+ mins Kel. Oct. 15. 


One Year cater. A young couple stari their honeymoon on @ train, and the 
following year finds them on the train under different circumstances. 
Mary Brian, Donald Dillaway, Russe!) Hopton, Will and Gladys Ahern, 
gg Searl. Dir. E. Mason Hopper. 65 mins.- Rel. Aug. 25. Rev. 

ov. 21. 


Phantom 6rc. icast. A radio crooner: attain: phoney fame when his accom- 
Panist secretly does his singing for him. Ralph Forbes ,Vivienne Os- 
borne Pauline Garon. Dir. Phil Rosen. 71 mins. Rei. Aug. 1. 


Quitter, The. A father with the wanderlust returns home long enough to 
straighten out the affairs of his now grown-up sons. Barbara Weeks, 
Billy Bakewell, Charles Grapewin, Emma Dunn, Glen Boles. Dir. Rich- 
ard Thorpe. Rel. March 12. 

Rainbow Over Broadway. Musical romance of an ex-musical comedy star ot 
twenty years before who makes a sensational, overnight comeback In 
a Broadway night club. Joan Marsh, Grace Hayes, Frank Albertson, 
Lucien Littlefield. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 72 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. 


Road to Ruin. Innocent girl finds shame through ignorance and neglect of 
modern parents. Film on modern youth, Helen Foster, Paul Page, Nell 


O'Day, Glen Boles. Dir. Mrs. Wallace Reid and Melville Shyer. 58 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. Feb. 20. 
Sensation Hunters. A college giri finds nerself stranded in Panama. Arline 


Judge. Marion Burns, Preston Foster. Dir. Charles Vidor. Rel. Sept. 15. 

Sixteen Fathoms Deep. Sponge diver thriller. Sally O'Neill, Creighton Cha- 
ney. Dir. Armand Schaefer. 60 mins. Rel. Nov. 17. 

Skyways. Adventures of a hot-tempered aviation pilot who gets into one 
scrape after another. Ray Walker, Kathryn Crawford, Lucien Little- 
field. Dir. Lew Collins. 72 mins. Rei, Sept. 15. 

Sweetheart of Sigma Chi. College musicai comedy romance. Based on the 
famous campus fraternity song. Buster Crabbe, Mary Carlisle, Sally 
Starr, Florence Lake, Ted Fio Rito and band. Dir. Edwin lL. Marin. 73 
mins. Rel. Dec. 16. 

Throne of the Gods. Travel in the Himalayas. 65 mins. 

Woman’s Man. Hollywood inside story. John Halliday, 


Rev. Dec. 27. 
Marguerite de la 


Motte, Waliace Ford. Dir. Edward Luddy. 68 mins. 
Studios: Burbank ° ° Offices: 321 Ww. 44th &t. 
ean. Firat National eam Vernal V- 
Bedside. Comedy-drama of a women’s doctor. Warren William, Jean Muir, 


Dir. Robert Florey. 65 mins, Rel. Jan. 27. 


Dramatic expose of the cut-rate drug racket. Bette 
Dir. John Francis Dillon. 64 


Allen Jenkins. 

Big Shakedown, The. 
Davis, Charles Farrell, Ricardo Cortez. 
mins. Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Feb. 3. 

Bureau of Missing Persons. Comedy-drama based on the activities of this 
little Known department. Bette Davis, Lewis Stone, Pat O’Brien, Allen 
Jenkins, Hugh Herbert. Dir. Roy de) Ruth. 74 mins. Rel. Sept. 16. 
Rev Sept. 18. 

Convention City. The hilarious lowdown on big business conventions. Adolphe 
Menjou, Dick Powell, Mary Astor, Guy Kibbee. Dir. Archie Mayo. 69 


o7 


mins. Rel. Dec. 30. Rev. Dec. 27. 
Dark Hazard. Edward G. Robinson as a whippet racer. Genevieve Tobin, 
Glenda Farrell. Dir. Al Green. 60 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. Rev. Feb. 27, 


Story of a style stealer set against a lavish background. 


Fashions of 1934. ; ; 
Dir. Wm. Dieterle. 80 mins. 


Wm. Powell, Bette Davis, Verree Teasdale. 
Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. Jan. 23. 

Female. A drama of a woman who does her own hunting. 
ton, George Brent, Ruth Donnelly. Laura Hope Crews. 
Curtiz. 62 mins. Rel. Nov. 11. Rev. Nov. 7 

Qoodbye Again. From the play. Comedy of a famous author who meets up 


Ruth Chatter- 
Dir. Michael 


Frisco Case Will Decide Fate of 


California Signs 
Los Angeles, March 5. 

Theatre managers who go in for 
billboard advertising view with 
alarm a campaign being staged by 
the California State Department of 
Public Works to destroy sign boards 
along public highways. Managers 
pin their hopes on a court test to be 
argued today (Monday) in the Su- 
preme Court in San Francisco. 

Boards being removed are those 
allegedly violating provisions en- 
acted into law last August with six 
months grace allowed to enable 
property owners to voluntarily re- 
move the offending signs. 

Principal objections listed in the 
new act are signs located too close 
to highways or intersections; ob- 
stru ting views and boards imitat- 
ing warning, stop or danger signals. 


Parent-Teachers Quit 
Frisco’s M.P. Council 


San Francisco, March 5. 


Bustup of the local Motion Pic- 
ture Council looms in the with- 
drawal of the Parent-Teachers’ As- 
sociation from that body. Council 
has been giving thought to picture 
censorship, causing local managers 
to fret because no such thing as 
censorship has ever been known 
here. 

Withdrawal of the PTA makes it 
likely that the entire council may 
distintegrate. 


Pix in Death Valley 


Los Angeles, March 5. 

Talking pix have invaded Death 
Valley for first time. Civilian Con- 
servation Camp at Furnace Creek, 
Calif., lowest spot in the U. S., now 
gets a weekly screen program, spon- 
sored by the federal government, 
and provided by Standard Talking 
Pictures of this city. 

Weekly siows are free to all 
members of the CCC camp. 


LYON IN ‘CORN’ 
Hollywood, March 5. 
Radio has secured Ben Lyon op- 
posite Ann Harding for ‘Alien Corn, 
KE. H. Griffith directs. 
Lyon set by the 








Selznick-Joyce 





with an old flame who is married. Warren Williams, Joan Blondell, 
Genevieve Tobin, Hugh Herbert. Dir. Michael Curtiz. 66 mins. Rel 
Sept. 9 Rev. Sept. 5. 


Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 16. 

‘ Jimmy and Sally. James Dunn, Claire Trevor. Dir. Jas. Tinling. Rel. Nov. 24, 

H Rev. Dec. 19 

| Last Tratt, The. 

i Dir. James Tinling. 60 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 

Mad Game, The. Spencer Tracy, Claire Trevor. 
mins. Rel. Oct. 27. Rev. Nov. 14. 

Mr. Skitch. From the story ‘Green Dice.’ 
Hudson, Harry Green, Eugene Pallette. 
Rev. Dec. 27. 

My Lips Betray. Lilian Harvey's second U. S. release, but the first made, 
From the play by John Balderson. Lilian Harvey, John Boles, El Bren- 
de!. Dir. John Blystone. 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 10. Rev. Nov. 7%. 

My Weakness. Musicai. Lilian Harvey, Lew Ayres. Dir. David Butler. 74 
mins. Rel. Sept. 29. Rev. Sept. 26. 

Olsen’s Night Out. El Brendel’s first feature. Barbara Weeks, Walter Cat- 
lett. Dir. Mal. St. Clair. 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 17. Rev. Jan. 9. 

Paddy the Next Best Thing. From the stage play. Janet Gaynor, Warner 
Baxter. Dir. Harry Lachman. 85 mins. Rel. Sept. 8 Rev. Aug. 22. 

Pligrimage. Mother love from a new angie. From the 1. A. R. Wiley story. 
Henrietta Crossman, Heather Angel, Norman Foster, Marian Nixon. 
Dir. John Ford. 95 mins. Rel. Aug. 18. Rev. July 18. 

Power and the Glory, The. Jesse Lasky’s ‘narratage’ story. A man’s career 


Zane Gray story. Geo. O’Brien, El Brendel. Ci ire Trevor. 
Rev. Jan. 23. 


Dir. Irving Cummings. 73 


Will Rogers, Zasu Pitts, Rochelle 
Dir. Jas. Cruze. Rel. Dec. 29. 


in flashbacks. Spencer Tracy, Colleen Moore. Dir. Wm. K. Howard. 
87 mins. Rel. Oct. 6. 

Shanghai Madness. Vagazine story by F. H. Brennan. River pirates on a 
Chinese stream. Spencer Tracy, Fay Wray. Dir. John Blystone. 63 
mins. Rel. Aug. 4. Rev. Sept. 26. 

Sleepers East. From the novel by Fredk. Nebel. Wynne Gibson, Preston 
Foster. Dir. Kenneth MacKenna. 69 mins. Rel, Jan. 26. 


Victor Jory, trene Bentley, Francis 
Rel. Dec. 8. Rev. Jan. 9. 
Sally Eilers, Norman Foster. 


Smoky. From the novel by Will James. 
Ford. Dir. Eugene Forde. 66 mins. 


Walls of Gold. From Kathleen Norris’ novel. 
Dir. Kenneth MacKenna. Rel. Oct. 13 


Worst Woman in Paris, The. Lasky production for Fox. 
tory. Benita Hume, Adolphe Menjou, Helen Chandler. 


75 mins. Rel. Oct. 20. Rev. Nov. 28. 
. Office: R.K.O. Bidg., 
Freuler Associates sem Vem, @. 


Sahara story of rBitish army and Riff, with jove 
Dir. Phil Rosen. 


Title is explana- 
Dir. Monta Bell, 





Kiss of Araby. Original. 
interest. Maria Alba, Walter Byron, Claire Windsor. 
fel. April 21 

Love Past Thirty. 
she loved! 


A woman’s struggle against the lure of youth for the man 

Aileen Pringle, Theodor von Eltz, Gertrude Messinger, Phyl- 
lis Barry. Dir. Vin Moore. 73 mins. Rel. Jan, 27. 

Marriage on Approval. Novel. The conflict between the old generation and 
the new in the realm of love and matrimony. Barbara Kent, Donald 
Dillaway. Dir. Howard Higgin. Rel. Nov. 20. 

War of the Range. Tom Tyler western. Dir. J. P. McGowan. 
Sept. 22. Rev. Dec. 12. 

When a Man Rides Aione. (Monarch.) Tom Tyler does a modern Robin Hood 
with a gold mine. Dir. J. P. McGowan. 65 mins. Rev. Dec. 27. 


*.? Office: 226 West 42nd St., 
Gaumont-British °"* om ew Vert. 
(BRITISH MADE) 


60 mins. Rel, 


Channel Crossing. Drama. Matheson Lang, Constance Cummings. Dir. Mii- 
ton Rossmer. 68 mins. Rev. Oct. 31. 

Falling for You. Comedy drama. Jack Hulbert, Cicely Courtnefdge. Dir. 
Jack Hulbert. 71 mins. Rev. Aug. 4. 

Ghoul, The. Thriller. Boris Karloff. Dir. T. H. Hunter. 73 mins. Rel. 
Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 30. 

Orders is Orders. Comedy of American making film in British army. James 


Gleason, Charlotte Greenwood. Dir. Walter Forde. 70 mins. Rev. Aug. 18. 
. *. Offices: RKO Bidg., Radio City 
Majestic New Verk City 


Charming Deceiver, The. (British made.) Romantic drama of Cinderella type. 


Constance Cummings and Frank Lawton. Dir. Monty Banks. Rel. 
Dec. 8. 
Curtain at Eight. Story of a murder mystery by Octavus Roy Cohen. C, Au- 


brey Smith, Dorothy Mackaill. Paul Cavanagh. Dir. E. Mason Hopper. 


72 mins. Rel Oct. 1. Rey. Feb. 13. 





~ 
olice, 


Morning After, The. A merry mix-up of international spy systems. Ben 
Lyon and Sally Eilers. Dir. Allan Dwan. tel. Jan. 1. 

Sing, Sinner, Sing. Torch singer marries a millionaire. Pau) Lukas, Leila 
Hyams. Dir. Howard Christy 74 mins’ Rel. Aug. 1 

Sin of Nora Moran, The. Woman is framed to shield the higher-ups. Zita 
Johann, Alan Dinehart Paul Cavanag! John Miljan. Dir. Phil Gold- 
stone. Ret. Dec. 12 Rev Dee. 18 

(Continued on page 56) 
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36 VARIETY PICTURES 
West ot the Divide. Lone Star western. John Wayne, Virginia Brown Faire 
Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 
Woman’s Man. Hollywood inside story. John Halliday, Wallace Ford, Mar- 
guerite de la Motte. Dir. Edward Luddy. 
Studios: 5851 Marathon St. Offices: 1501 Broadway, 
Hollywood, cali, Paramount New York. NY. 
(Continued from page 35) Alice in onderland. ‘The Carroll story visualized. Charlotte Henry and most 
of the Par. stars. Dir. Norman McLeod. 76 mins. Rel. Dec. 22. Rev 
Unknown Bionde. From the novel “Collusion.”” The divorce racket. Edward Dec. 27. 
Arnold, Helen Jerome Eddy. Dir. Hobart Henley. Rel. March. All of Me. From the stage play, ‘Chrysalis.’ Fredric March, Miriam Hopkins, 
You Made Me Love You. ‘British made). Farce comedy of the taming oj Geo. Raft. Dir. Jas. Flood. 70 mins. Rel. Jan. 26. Rev. Feb. 6. 
gg ay _— Thelma Todd and Stanley Lupino. Dir. Monty Banks | gig Executive. Story of big business from Alice Duer Miller's story. Ricardc 
OTs Be Cortez, Rich. Bennett, Elizabeth Young, Sharon Lynn. Dir. Earl C 
Studios: Culver City, Metro Offices: 1540 Broadway, Kenton. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 18. Rev. Oct. 3 
Calif. ‘ New vers. N. ¥ Bolero. Story of a gigolo who started in Hoboken. Geo. Raft, Carole Lom- 
Beauty for Sale. Faith Baldwin's ‘Beauty. Otto Kruger, Madge Evans, Una bard, Sally Rand. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. 83 mins. Rel. Feb. 23. Rev. 
Feb. 20. 


Merkel, Alice Brady. Dir. Rich. Boleslavsky. 85 mins. Rev. Sept. 19 
Rel. Sept. 1. 

Bombshell. Jean Harlow as a harassed picture star with Lee Tracy het 

ublicity man. Franchot Tone, Frank Morgan, Ted Healy, Una Merkel 
ir. Victor Fleming. 98 mins. Rel. Oct. 13. 

Broadway to Hollywood. Three generations in a stage family. Alice Brady, 
Frank Morgan, Madge Evans, Russel) Hardie, Eddie Quillan. Dir. Wil- 
jard Mack. 83 mins. Rev. Sept. 5. Rel. Sept. 15. 

Cat and the Fiddle, The. From the successful musical play by Jerome Kern 
and Otto Harbach. Ramon Novarro, Jeanette MacDonald, Frank Mor- 
gan, Charles Butterworth, Jean Hersholt Vivienne Segal. Dir. Wil- 
liam K. Howard. Rel, Feb. 9. Rev. Feb. 20. 

Chief The. Ed Wynn as a simpleton of the gay ‘nineties. Dorothy Mackail. 
William (Stage) Boyd, Effie Ellsler, C. Henry Gordon. Dir. Charles 
Riesner. 68 mins. Rel. Nov. 3. Rev. Dec. 5. 

Dancing Lady. James Warner Beillah’s Saturday Evening Post story. Joan 
Crawford, Clark Gable. Franchot Tone, Fred Astaire, Winnie Lightner, 
Ted Healy. Dir. Robt. Z. Leonard. 90 mins. Rel. Nov. 24. Rev. Dec. 5. 

Day of Reckoning. Based on Morris Lavine’s story, ‘Hal) of Justice.” Rich- 

ard Dix, Madge Evans, Una Merkel, Conway Tearle. Dir. Charles Bra- 
bin. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 27. Rev. Nov. 4 

Dinner at Eight. From the stage play. Al) star cast headed by Marie 
Dressler and John Barrymore. Dir. Geo. Cukor. Roadshow length 110 
mins. Rel. Jan. 12. Rev. Aug. 2 

Eskime. Love and hate in the icelands. Native cast. Dir. W. S. Van Dyke. 
Roadshow length, 120 mins. Rel. Jan. 13. Rev. Nov. 21. 

Fugitive Lovers. Robert Montgomery and Madge Evans as the lovers in a 
story most of whose action takes place on a transcontinental bus. Nat 
Pendleton, C. Henry Gordon, Ruth Selwyn. Dir. H. Boleslavsky. 84 
mins. Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Jan. 16. 

Going Hollywood. Marion Davies chases a radio crooner to the _ studio. 
Marten “5 ame Bing Crosby. Dir. Raoul Walsh. 75 mins. Rel. Dec. 22. 
ev c. 26. 


' Her Sweetheart Christopher Bean. The Broadway play by Rene Fauchois and 


Sidney Howard. Marie Dressler, Lionel Barrymore, Helen Mack. Dir. 
Sam Wood. 90 mins. Rel. Nov. 17. Rev. Nov. 28. 

it Happened One Day. Based on the novel by Marjorie Bartholomew Paradis. 
Lionel eg yo Fay Bainter, Mae Clarke, Mary Carlisle. Dir. W. K. 
Howard. Rel. Feb. 2. 

Laughing Boy. Ramon Novarro in the title role. Based on the Pulitzer Prize 
winning novel by Oliver La Farge. Lupe Velez. Dir. W. S. Van Dyke. 
Rel]. Feb. 9 (Tent.) 

Meet the Baron. Jack Pear) brings his radio characterization to the screen. 
Jimmy Durante, Zasu Pitts, Edna May Oliver, Ted Healy and his 
- stooges. Dir. Walter Lang. ‘70 mins. Rel. Oct. 20. Rev. Oct. 31. 

Men in White. Picturization of the successful Broadway stage play of hos- 
pital life. Clark Gable, Myrna Loy, Jean Hersholt. Dir. R. Boleslavsky. 

» Rel. Feb. 16. 

Mystery of Mr. X. Based on the Crime Club novel by Philip MacDonald. 
Robert Montgomery, Elzabeth Allan, Lewis Stone. Dir. Hdgar Selwyn. 
Rel. March 2. Rev. Feb. 27. 

Night Flight. Air story of a South American flight from the nove! by 
Saint-Exupery. John Barrymore, Helen Hayes, Clark Gable, Lionei 
Barrymore, Robt. as mee Myrna Loy. Dir. David O. Selznick. 89 
mins. Rel. Oct. 6. Rev. Oct. 10. 

Old Hannibal. May Robson as a Wall Street manipulator. Lewis Stone, Jean 

~~ Parker. Dir. C. Riesner. Rel. Jan. 26. 

Penthouse. Arthur Somers Roche Cosmopolitan seria). Warner Baxter, 
— Loy, Mae Clark, Dir. W. 8. Van Dyke. hel. Sept. 8 Rev. Sept. 


Prizefighter and the Lady. Max Baer, heavyweight contender, and Myrna 
y in the title roies. Primo Carnera, Jack Dempsey, Walter Huston. 
Dir. W. S. Van Dyke. 90 mins. Rel. Nov. 10. Rev. Nov. 1 

Queen Christina. Greta Garbo as the seventeenth century queen who was 
brought up as a boy. Lewis Stone, Ian Keith, Elizabeth Young. Dir. 
Rouben Mamoulian. 90 mins. Not yet released. Rev. Jan. 2. 

Should Ladies Behave. From the stage play, ‘The Vinegar Tree.’ Lione! 
Barrymore, Alice Brady. Dir. Harry Beaumont. 89 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 
Rev. Dec. 19. 

Solitaire Man. Crook story with plenty of punch. Herbert Marshall, May 
Robson, Elizabeth Allan, Ra!ph Forbes. Dir. Jack Conway. 62 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 22. Rev. Sept. 26. 

Sons of the Desert (Hal Roach). Laurel and Hardy attend a fraternal con- 
vention. Dir. Wm. A. Seiter. 65 mins. Rel. Dec; 29. Rev. Jan. 9. 
Stage Mother. From Bradford Ropes’ novel of stage life. Alice Brady, 
Maureen O’Sullivan, Franchot Tone, Phillips Holmes. Dir. Chas. R. 

Brabin. 85 mins. Rel. Sept. 29. Rev. Oct. 3. 

This Side of Heaven. Domestic drama from a novel. Lionel Barrymore, Fay 
Bainter, Mae Clark, Una Merkel, Tom Brown. Dir. Wm. K. Howard. 
78 mins. Rel. Feb. 2. Rev. Feb. 13. 

Tugboat Annie. From the Saturday Eve. Post series. Marie Dressler, Wai- 
lace Beery. Dir. Mervyn LeRoy. 88 mins. Rel. Aug. 4. Rev. Aug. 15. 

Turn Back the Clock. Stery of a man who relives his past. Lee Tracy, Mae 
Clerk, Peggy Shannon. Dir. Edgar Selwyn. 80 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 
Rev. Aug. 29. 

Viva Villa. Wallace Beery as the famous Mexican bandit chief. Fay Wray, 
Stuart Erwin. Dir. Jack Conway. Rel. Feb. 23. 

Women In His Life, The. Criminai iawyer, deserted by his wife, sends to the 
chair the man who stole her. Otto Kruger, Una Merkel, Ben Lyons. 
Dir. Geo. B. Seitz 74 mins. Rel. Dec. 3. Rev. Jan. 30. 

You Can’t Buy Everything. Story of a domineering old woman. May Robson, 
Jean Parker, Lewis Stone. Dir. C. H. Reisner. 72 mins. Rel. Jan. 26. 
Rev. Feb. 6. 

Studio: 6048 Sunset Bivd. Office: R. K. O. Buildin 

Hollywood, Cai. Monogram Rockefeller Center, N N.C. 

Avenger, The. Vengeance in prisor Ralph Forbes, Adrienne Ames. Dir. Ed. 
Marin. 72 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. Rev. Oct. 10. 

Beggars in Ermine. Lionel Atwell, Betty Furness. Dir. Phil Rosen. 

Black SGeauty. Horse story. Alex Kirkland, Esther Ralston. Dir. Phil 
Rosen. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 10. Rev. Aug. 29. 

Broken Dreams. From Olga Printziau’s story, ‘Two Little Arms.’ Martha 
Sleeper, Randolph Scott, Buster Phelps, Bery! Mercer. Dir. Robert Vig- 
nola. 68 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Nov. 28. 

Devil’s Mate, The. Convicted murderer who dies in the electric chair ahead 
of the shock. Peggy Shannon, Preston Foster. Dir. Phi) Rosen. 66 
mins Rel. Aug. 15. Rev. Sept. 26, 

Fighting Texan. Oi] country story. Rex Bel), Luana Walters. Dir. Armand 
Schaefer. 55 mins. Rel. Aug. 5. Rev. ‘Aug. lL. 

Fugitive, The. A_ $500,000 mail robbery. Western. Rex Bell, CeciJia Parker. 
Dir. Harry Fraser. 54 mins. Rel. Aug. 10.-- Rev. Sept. 26. 

Galloping Romeo. Western story. Bob Steele. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 64 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Oct. 31. 

He Couldn’t Take It. Story by Dore Scharg. Inside story of process serving 
racket. Ray Walker, Virginia Cherrill, George E. Stone, Dorothy 
Granger, Paul Porcasi. Dir. William Nigh, Rev. Dec. 11. 

Lucky Texan, The. Western story of a man accused of the murder of his pal. 
John Wayne. Dir. Paul Malvern. 56 mins. Rel. Jan. 22. Rev. Feb. 13. 

Mystery Liner. Noah Beery, Astrid Alwyn. Dir. William Nigh. 

Rel. Dec. 19. Rev. Noy. 28. 

Rainbow Ranch. Adventures of the welterweight champ of the Pacific fleet. 
Rex Bell, Cecelia Parker. Dir. Harry Fraser. 59 mins. Re). Aug. 25. 

Rangers Code. Texas cattle ranger story. Bobe Steele. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 
65 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 26. 

Riders of Destiny. Western scrap about water rights, with some big flood 
stuff. John Wayne. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 68 mins. Rel. Oct. 10. Rev. 
Dec. 12. 

Penebrush Trail, The. Lone Star western. John Wayne, Nancy Shubert. 
Dir. Armand Schaefer. 53 mins. Rel. Dec, 15. Rev. Jan. 9. 

Sensation Hunters. Society high life. Arline Judge, Preston Foster. pwr. 
Chas. Vidor. 75 mins. Rel. Sept. 20. Rev. Jan. 9. F 
Sixteen Fathoms Deep. Sponge diver’s romance. Sally O’Neill, Cre‘ghton 

Chaney, Russell Simpson,- Maurice Black. Dir. Armand Schaefer. 59 
mins. - Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 23.- 
ty.’ Ametion pass. ship-to-shore line, Ray Walker, Kathryn Craw- 
ford. ’ Dir.. Lew Collins. €7 mins. Rel, Aug. 22. 
“Sweetheart of =e Chia College musical. Mary. Carlisle, Buster Crabbe. 
arin. 80 mins. el; Oct. 1. Rev. Nov. 14. 


Cradic Song. Dorothea Wieck’s first Hollywood ~roduction. Mother tove oi 
nun for a foundling in a Spanish convent. Evalyn Venable, Sir Guy 
Standing, Louise Dresser. Dir. Mitchel) Leisen. 78 mins. Rel. Nov. 10. 
Rev. Nov. 23 
Death Takes a Holiday. Death takes a holiday to learn of life. From the 
stage play. Fredric March, Evalyn Venable. Dir. Mitchell Leisen. 79 
mins. Rel. March 30. Rev. Feb. 27. . 
Design for Living. Adapted trom Noel Coward's play. Fredric Mareh, Gary 
Cooper, Miriam Hopkins, Ed. E. Horton. Dir. Ernst Lubitsch. 90 mins. 
Release not set. Rev. Nov. 
Duck Soup. Marx Brothers’ nonsensicality. Raquel Torres, Margaret Du- 
mont. Dir. Leo McCarey. 69 mins. Rel. Nov. 27. Rev. Nov. 28. 
Eight Girls in a Boat. Love in a girl's school. Douglas Montgomery, Kay 
Johnson. Dir. Rich. Wallace. 85 mins. Rel. Jan. 5. Rev. Jan. 16, 
Four Frightened People. Mixed quartet in the jungle. Claudette Colbert, Her- 
bert Marshall, Mary Boland, Wm. Gargan. Dir. Cecil de Mille. Rel. 
Jan. 16. Rev. Jan. 30. 
Girl Without a Room. Americans in Paris. Chas. Farrell, Chas. Ruggles, 
Marguerite Churchill, Gregory Ratoff, Walter Wolff. Dir. Ralph Murphy. 
72 mins. Rel. Dec. & Rev. Dee. 12. 
Golden Harvest. Story of the middiewestern farms and Chicago wheat’ pit. 
Rich, Arlen, Chester Morris, Genevieve Tobin. Dir. Ralph Murphy... 7 
mins. Rel. Oct. 22. Rev. Nov. 7. 
Hell and High Water. Waterfront story with a U. 8. Navy Standing" Be 
Rich. Arlen, Judith Allen, Chas. Grapewin, Sir Guy Stan 
Grover Jones and Wm. Slavens McNutt. Rel. Oct. 27. Rev. Dee 1 
His Double Life. (Dowling.) Light comedy. Lillian Gish, ee rosne. 
Dir. Arthur Hopkins. 63 mins. Rel. Jan. 12. Rev. Dec. 9. 
i'm No Angel. Mae West original. Mae West in tights as a lion tamer 
Cary Grant, Edw. Arnold, Ralf Harolde. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. 87 mins 
Rel. Oct. 13. Rev. Oct. 17. : 
Last Roundup, The. Western with a Zane Grey title and a new story. Ran- 
dolph Scott, Monte Biue, Barbara Adams, Fred Kohler.. Dir, Henry. 
Hathaway. Rel. Jan. 26. 
Lone Cowboy, The. Western with Jackie Cooper as the hero. From a Will 
James story. Dir. Paul Sloan. 68 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 6. 
Midnight Club, The. London jewel thieves. Geo. Raft, Clive Brook, Guy 
tanding, Alison Skipworth. Dir. Geo. Somnes and Alex Hall. Rel. 
July 28 Rev. Aug. 1. 
Miss Fane’s Baby Is Stolen. Farcical play. Dorothea Wieck, Alice Brady 
Dir. Alex. Hall. 67 mins. Rel. Jan. 12. Rev. Jan. 23. 
One Sunday Afternoon, From the stage play. Loves in a smali town. Gary 
Cooper, Fay Wray, Niel Hamilton, Frances Fuller. Dir. Louis D. 
Lighton. 68 mins. Rel, Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 56. 
Search for Beauty, The. Pseudo-physical training yarn to display winners in 
Par’s ‘international beauty contest. Buster Crabbe, Ida Lupino, Toby 
rane, Jae Gleason. Dir. Erle Kenton. 77 mins. Rel. Feb, 2. ‘Rev, 
eb. 
Sitting , Reotty. Backstage story smartened up. Jack Oakie,. Jack Haley; 
Ginger Ro ~‘; Thelma Todd, Gregory R&atoff. Dir. Harry Joe Brown. 
80 mins. . Nov. 24. Rev.. "Dec. 5 
Take a Chance. vost & Brice production of the stage musical. Jas, Dunn. 
Cliff Edwards, June Knight, Lillian Roth. Dir. Lawrence Schwab: 86 
mins. Rel. Oct. 27. Rev. Nov. 28 : 
This Day and Age. Revolt of the children against politics and gangsters: 
Chas. Bickford, Judith Allen. Dir. Ceci] de Mille. 82 mins. Rel. Aug. 
25. Rev. Aug. 29. 
Three Cornered Moon. From the stage play. Domestic problems of a mildty 
insane family. Claudette Colbert, Rich. Arien, Mary Boland. Dir. El- 
liott Nugent. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 4. Rev. Aug. 1 
Thundering Herd, The. Upper class western with the usual ingredients. 
Randolph Scott, Judith Allen, Buster Crabbe, Noah Beery, Ray Hattie 
Dir. Henry Hathaway. 57 mins, Rel. Nov. 24. 
Tillie and Gus. Keeper of a Chinese resort and her brother, an Alaskan bad 
man come back home to claim their inheritance, a battered ferry boat. 
W. C, Fields and Allison Skipworth handle the comedy with plenty ot 
opportunity. Dir. Francis Martin. 57 mins. Rel. Oct. 13. Rev. Nov. 14. 
Too Much Harmony. Usual backstage story. Bing Crosby, Jack Oakie, Skeets 
Gallagher, Harry Green, Ned Sparks, Judith Allen. Dir. Eddie Suther- 
land. 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 26 
Torch Singer, The. Unwed mother doubles as a cabaret hotcha and a radio 
mother talker. Claudette Colbert, Ricardo Cortez, David Manners, Lyda 
sty Dir. Alex Hall and Geo. Sommers. 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 8 Rev. 
ct 
Way to Love, The. Chevalier, incognito, finds romance with a French car- 
nival troupe. Ann Dvorak, Ed. Everett Horton, — Gombell. Dir. 
Norman Taurog. 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 20. Rev. Nov. 14. 
White Woman, Tropica) story with a brutal © site ‘k ng’ ~ an island coiony. 
Chas. Laughton, Carole Lombard, Chas. Bickford. Dir. Stuart W-<Jjker. 
66 mins. Rel. Nov. 3. Rev. Nov. 21. 


: : Office: 1270 Sixth Ave. 
P rincipal New York, N. Y. 


Jaws of Justice. Kazan, the dog, in a melodrama of the Northwest Mounted 
Police, with Richard Terry and Ruth Sullivan. 54 mins. Rel. Dec, 15. 
Ferocious Pal. Kazan, the dog, in a thrilling mystery-melodrama of the 
sheep-raising country. Ruth Sullivan and Robert Manning. 50 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 1 
Thunder Over Mexico. Eisenstein’s Mexican made picture over which there 
has been so much controversy. All native cast. 60 mins. Rel. Noy. 
Office: R.K.O. Bidg., 


15. Rev. Sept. 26. 
R.K.O. Radio Radio City, N.Y.C. 


Studios: Nenywed, 
Calif. 

Ace of Aces.. A pacifist goes to war and becomes a great aviator with a lust 
for killing. Richard Dix, Elizabeth Allan, Ralph Bellamy. 78 mins. Dir. 
J. Walter Ruben. Rel. Oct. 20. Rev. Nov. 14. 

After Tonight. A beautiful Russian spy falls in love with an Austrian spy 
but they place duty to their countries above love. Constance Bennett, 
ag 9 Roland. Dir, George Archainbaud. 72 mins. Rel. Nov. 10. Rev. 

Ov. 

Aggie inePleby: Maker of Men. A woman reforms two of the men in her 
life, ing a gentleman of the rowdy and a rowdy of the gentleman. 
Wynne Gibson, Charles Farrell, William Gargan, Zasu Pitts. Dir, Mark 
Sandrich. 73 mins. Rel. Nov. 3. Rev. Oct. 24. 

Alien Corn. Talented young musician realizes after a series of disappointing 
love affairs that love and a career won’t mix and chooses career. Ann 
Harding, John Boles, Margaret Hamilton, Arnold Korff. Dir. Edward 
H. Griffith. Rel. May 25. 

Ann Vickers. From the Sinclair Lewis novel. frene Dunn, Walter Huston, 
Conrad Nagel. Dir. John Cromwell. 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 13. Rev. Oct. 3. 

Bed of Roses.-A girl of the streets reforms because of her love for a 
Mississippi boat man. Constance Bennett, Joel McCrea, Pert Kelton, 
Se ong " estmnenes Dir. Gregory LaCava. 67 mins. Rel. July -14.. Rev. 

uly 

Befure Dawn. Taken from Edgar Wallace’s last mystery novel. Stuart Er- 
win, Dorothy aan Warner Oland. Dir. Irving Pichel. 61 mins. Rel. 
Aug. 4. Rev. Oct. 2 

Blind Adventure. py ok in London during one foggy night. Robert 
Armstrong, Helen Mack, Roland Young, Ralph mf Dir. Ernest B. 
Schoedsack. 63 mins. Released Aug. 18. Rev. Nov. 7 

Chance at Heaven. The rich city girl who dazzles the country boy and mar- 
ries him only to send him back to his small town sweetheart. Joel 
McCrea, Ginger Rogers, Marion Nixon. Dir. William Seiter. 72 mins. 
Released Oct. 27. Rev. Dec. 27. 

Crime Doctor. A famous detective, jealous of his wife who no longer loves 
him, plans the perfect crime. Otto Kruger, Karen Morley, Nils Asther, 
Judith Wood. Dir. John Robertson. Rel. April 20. 

Deluge, The. Odd story of the world after a second deluge. Peggy Shannon, 
Lois Wilson, Sidney Blackmer, Matt Moore. Dir. Felix B, Feist. Rel. 
Sept. 15. Rev. Oct. 10. 

Double Harness. A gir) who got ter man. Ann Hardin William Powell. 
Dir. John Cromwell. 70 mins. Rev. July 25. - 

Dover Road. An eloping couple have a break-down in their car and spend 
the night in an unusual hotel where the host, a Semenepber, shows them 
the error of their way. Clive Brook, Diana Wynyard, Reginald Owen, 

- Rel. May li.” Alan Mowbray, Gilbert Emery. Dir, J. Walter Ruben. 
e ay i : 





(Continued on page 39) 





COMPETISH IS 
SURE TUFF IN 
SAN JOSE 


San Francisco, March 6. 

San Jose, in the prune and ranche 
ing district 100 miles from here, hag 
11,000 seats for a 50,000 total popue 
lation, and things are so tough thag 
the top general admission is 300, 
and kids’ prices have been cut to @ 
nickel in several theatres. 


Each of the nine showshops ts 
double billing on split week shifts 
except the Fox Mission, which getg 
20 and 30c for first run major 
product, All these bookings require 
33 pictures a week to fill the calene« 
dar, leaving some of the boys withe 
out much in the way of product, 
and therefore throws them into @ 
dynamiting policy. ; 


Chief dynamiter is the 900-seag 
Jose, owned by the Harvey Bros., 
who have a stage band with vaudeé 
acts; two subsequent run pix at 
15-25c, free parking, and kids @ 
nickel anytime. Gets a lot of peoplé 
in, . but small capacity and low 
prices, especially for young ‘’uny 
limits gross to $55 and $60 on big 
days. 

Victory, with 2,000 seats, is ane 
other one making it tough on come 
petition. Offers two pix at 15 and 
25c.and plenty of gift nights, even 
on Saturdays, when a ‘free kitchen 
gift for every lady’ is advertised. A 
pair of big balconies can swallow 
and do swallow up a lot of 15c buste 
ness. 

Padre, operated by Marco, geree 
Arthur, et al., has 900 seats and 
plays two first runs on a split weeks 
policy, getting 15c until 6 p. my 
when it tilts to 25 and 30c, mostly 
26c. Hester is another split wee 





double biller, cccasionally, but sele 


‘dom, going single pix with seconé 
and third runs at 15 and 25c. Libe 
erty is another admitting kids for @ 
nickel, and nicking adults lic. anye 
time for second run showings of 
Paramount product on double bills, 

American, with 2,000 chairs, is 156 


‘anytime, and throws in free parke 


ing along with two pix, while Wile 
low Glen, a naborhood, sells its 45@ 
seats for 15 and 20c for double bill 


THEATRE BIZ IN N E. 
BEGINNING TO LOOK UP 


New England, hardest struck 
section of the country by the de# 
pression, is beginning to stage what 
looks like real recovery, in the opine 
ion of theatre operators. Distribs 
see this locality peeping over the 
trénches by summer if theatre 
weather is favorable during the 
spring months. 

Sam Pinanski, co-receiver with 
Martin J. Mullin of the Publix holde 
ings in New England, brought ene 
couraging reports of the outlook om 
his last week’s oF to New York. 


Local Newsreeler Only 
One to Get Pitt Wreck 


Pittsburgh, March 5. 

Only newsreel man on hand at 
train wreck here last week of 
Pennsy flier, in which 10 passene 
gers lost their lives, was Charlie 
Stanton, owner of Atlantic Film Co, 
local outfit. Stanton got there 16 
minutes after the tragedy and next 
day Stanley and Warner theatres 
had shots on the screen. 

Understood Stanton later dis 
posed of his footage to Paramount 
News for around $500. 





INDIE T. C. IS NO MORE 
Lincoln, March 6. 


Indie Theatre Corp. is ended. Thé 
last holding of the almost extinct 
corporation went overboard wher 
the Swan, Columbus, Neb., had thé 
lease broken by the owner of the 
house. Col. Bard, in charge of 
ITC settlements, attempted © 
negotiate for the house on his per~ 
sonal list as he did the Rialto here 
when the ITC lost it, but he was 
unsuccessful, 

William N, Youngclaus, Madisow, 
Neb. operator, secured the hous® 
Bard brought Bob Fulton, Swap 
manager, to the Rialto here. Baré 
himself will do the booking and will 





live in Oniaha. ~ 
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CS BROOKLYN THEATRE-GOERS 
and BROADWAY NIGHT CLUB FANS 
SEND THE RECORDS SMASHING 


_ _@5| ...for the Girl the Whole 
i World Is Clamoring to See! 


Twenty policemen called to handle the throngs at the 
Brooklyn Paramount—and turn-away crowds at every per- 
formance at NTG’s Paradise Cafe 


The One and Only 


In Her Original | ae i j ; a  @ ' 


FAN DANCE 


that made the UY diz em | 8, 
World’s Fair Famous! 
FRONT PAGE SALLY on the Most 
Sensational Tour in Show History 
NOW! Brooklyn Paramount and 

NTG’s Paradise Cafe 


. ong , DAVID A. LIPTON, Publicity Director 
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Mag$ie words ... Soon NORMA SHEARER in ‘RIPTIDE’ from M-G-M 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 


(Continued from page 36) 


Finishing School. A young boarding school girl becomes 
young doctor. Ginger Rogers, Frances Dee, Bruce Cabot, Billie Burke. 
Dir. Wahda Tuchock and George Nicholls, Jr. Rel. April 27, 
laming Gold. Adventures in the of] fields of Tampico. Bill Boyd, Mae Clark, 
r Pat O’Brien. Dir. Ralph Ince. 63 mins. Rel. Sept. 29. Rev. Feb. 20. 


Ing Devils. Triangle in a fiying circus. Arline Judge, Bruce Cabot. Dir. 
” Snussell Birdwell. 60 mins. Rel, Aug. 14. Rev. Aug. 29. 


Fiying Down to Rio. Musical extravaganza which takes place in the air above 
io de Janeiro. Dolores Del Rio, Gene Raymond, Ginger Rogers, Fred 
Astaire, Raoul Roulien. Dir. Thornton Freeland. 89 mins. Rel, Dec. 
29. Rev. Dec. 27. 
odbye Love. A butler and his master both become involved with gold 
Go diggers. Charlie Ruggles, Verree Teasdale, Mayo Methot, Sidney Blok. 
mer, Phyllis Barry. Dir. by H. 
Nov. 10. 
Keep owen ening. Gao man's life-time fevotion to his loyal army horse. 
alter Huston, Frances Dee, Robert Shayne, Frank Conroy, Dir, George 
Archainbaud. Rel. March 2, y rE 


Hipe, Hips, Hooray. Musical girl show. Bert Wheeler, Robert Woolsey, Ruth 

-_ Etting, Dorothy Lee, Thelma Todd, George Meeker, Phyllis Barry. Dir. 
Mark Sandrich. Rel. Feb. 2, Rev. Feb. 27. 

tf | Were Free. A modern romance of two people, disappointed {n marriage, 

who meet and try to find happiness together in their way. Irene Dunne, 

Dir. Elliott Nugent. 66 





Involved with a 


Bruce Humberstone. 66 mins, Rel. 


Clive Brook, Nils Asther, Henry Stephenson. 
mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Jan. 9. 


Little Women. Talker version of the Louisa Alcott story. Katherine Hep- 
burn, Joan Bennett, Paul Lukas, Frances Dee, Jean Parker, Edna Mae 
Oliver. Dir. Geo. Cukor. 117 mns. Rel. Nov. 24. Rev. Nov. 21. 


hong Lost Father. Story in a London nite club. John Barrymore, Helen 

Ceandter. Dir, Ernest B. Schoedsack. 62 mins. Rel. Jan. 19. Rev. 
‘eb. 27. 

Lost Patrol, The. A detachment of British soldiers lost on the Mesopotamian 
desert are attacked by unseen Arabs with dramatic results. Boris Kar- 
loff, Victor McLaglen, Wallace Ford, Reginald Denny, Alan Hale. Dir. 
John Ford. Kel, Feb. 16, 


Man of Two Worlds. An Eskimo, his illusions shattered by a glimpse of Lon- 
don civilization, returns to his own people and is brought back to reality 
by his infant son. Francis Lederer, Elissa Landi, Henry Stephenson, 
Walter Byron, Steffi Duna, J. Farrell MacDonald, Sarah Padden. Dir. 
J. Walter Ruben. 92 mins. Rel. Feb. 9 Rev. Jan, 16. 


Meanest Gal in Town. Farce comedy love in the beauty parlor. Zasu Pitts, 
El Brendel, Pert Kelton, James Gleason, Dir. Rich. Schayer. 61 mins. 
Rel. Jan. 12. Rev, Feb. 20. 

Midshipman Jack. Annapolis eeerz. Bruce Cabot, Frank Albertson, Arthur 
Lake, Betty Furness. Dir. Christy Cabanne. 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 29. 
Rev. Nov. 21. 

Morning Glory. Backstage story of a country girl’s rise and fal). 

epburn, Doug. Fairbanks, Jr., Adolphe Menjou, Mary Duncan. 
Lowel] Sherman. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 18. Rev. Aug. 22. 

No Marriage Ties. From an unproduced play. Satire on advertising agencies. 

ae os. . “een Allen. Dir. J. Walter Buben. 75 mins. Rel. Aug. 
ce ev. Aug. 8. 


Of Human Bondage. A poignant story of a man who faces life as a partial 
cripple. Leslie Howard, Bette Davis, Reginald Denny, Reginald Shef- 
field, Alan Hale, Dir. John Cromwell. Rel. June 1, 

One Man’s Journey. Country doctor achieves fame. Lione) Barrymore, May 
Robson, Joel McCrea, Dir. John Robertson. 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 8 
Rev. Sept. 6. 

Rafter Romance. A story of Greenwich Village. 
Foster, Geo. Sidney, Laura Hope Crews, Robt. 
Seiter. 75 mins. Rel. Sept. 1, Rev. Jan. 16. 

Right to Romance, The. A famous woman-beauty specialist decides to go on 
a spree and becomes involved in a series of exciting adventures. Ann 
Harding, Nils Asther, Sari Maritza, Irving Pichel. Dir. Alfred Santell. 
67 mins. Rel. Nov. 17. Rev. Dec. 19. 

Sing and Like It. Gangster backs a Broadway show and makes sure of good 
reviews by furnishing special ‘escorts’ for each reviewer. Zasu Pitts, 
Pert Kelton, Edward Everett Horton, Nat Pendleton, Ned Sparks. Dir. 
William Seiter. Rel. April 13. 

Son of cates Further adventures of Car] Denham, the director who brought 
King Kong to civilization, this time with the Son of Kong. Robert Arm- 
strong, Helen Mack, Frank Reicher, John Marston. Directed by Ernest 
B. Schoedsack. 69 mins. Rel. Dec. 22. Rev. Jan. 2. 

Spitfire. A powerful story which deals with a beautiful mountain “witch’’ 
whose naivete, temperament and personality combine wickedness and 
immaculateness, Katharine Hepburn, Robert Young, Ralph Bellamy, 
Martha Sleeper, Sidney Toler, Louis Mason, Sara Haden, Dir. John 
Cromwell, el, March 30. 

Stingaree. Notorious Australian bandit of the “Robin Hood’ type with a 
flair for the esthetic things of life. Irene Dunne, Richard Dix, Conway 
Tearle, Mary Boland. Dir, William Wellman, Rel. May .18. 

Strictly Dynamite. A poet becomes a gag writer for a famous radio comic. 
Jimmy Durante, Lupe Velez, Norman Foster, Marian Nixon. Dir. Eliiott 
Nugent, Rel. May 4. 

Success Story. The ruthless rise to power and wealth of a boy of the New 
York telement district. Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Colleen Moore, Gene- 
vieve Tobin, Frank Morgan. Dir. J. Walter Ruben. Rel. March 9, 

This Man !s Mine. To preserve her marriage a young wife virtually hurls 
her husband into the arms of his first love. Irene Dunne, Constance 
en Ralph Bellamy, Kay Johnson. Dir. John Cromwell. Rel. 
Apr ° 

Two Aione. An orphan girl and a young boy who escaped from a reformatory 
fall in love and try to escape the inhuman farmer who keeps them 
enslaved on his farm. Jean Parker, Zasu Pitts, Tom Brown, Arthur 
Byron, Nydia Westman, Beulah Bondi, Williard Robertson, Emerson 
Treacy. Dir. Elliott Nugent. Rel. Jan. 6, 1934. 

Wild Cargo. Frank Buck’s expedition into the Asiatic jungles to capture 
wild animals. Frank Buck. Dir. Armand Denis. Rel. March 16, 


United Artists mee ie ork N'Y. 


Advice to the Lovelorn. Romance and adventures of reporter who edits the 
agony column and eventually exposes the drug racket. Dir. Alfred 
Werker. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. i9. 

Bitter Sweet. (British made). Noel Coward’s operetta. Romance of wealthy 
English beauty who elopes to Vienna with her music teacher, Anna 
Neagle, Fernand Graavey. Dir. Herbert Wilcox. 93 mins. Rel. Sept. 
22. Rev. Aug. 29. 

Blood Money. The bail bond racket with a love angle. Geo. Bancroft, Frances 
Dee. Dir. Rowland Brown. 66 mins. Rel. Nov. 17. Rev. Nov. 21. 
sowery. The. Story of the rivairy between Chuck Connors and Steve Brodie, 

amous Brooklyn Bridge jumper. Wallace Beery, George Raft, Jackie 

Dir. Raoul Walsh. Rel. Sept. 29. Rev. Oct. 10. 


Walter Winchell’s story of Broadway. Con- 
Dir. Lowell Sherman. 


Katherine 
Dir. 


Norman 


Ginger Rogers, > 
m. 


enchley. Dir. 


Cooper, Fay Wray. 

Broadway Through a Keyhole. 
stance Cummings, Russ Columbo, Paul Kelly. 
90 mins. Rel. Oct. 13. Rev. Nov. 7. 

Catherine the Great. The story of Russia's greatest ruler. 
banks, Jr., Elizabeth Bergner, Flora Robson, Griffiths Jones, 
Czinner. 93 mins. Rel. April 13. Rev. Feb. 20. 

Emperor Jones. Eugene O’Neill’s famous drama of a Pullman porter who 
becomes ruler of a West Indian island. Paul Robeson, Dudley Digges. 
Dir. Dudley Murphy. 80 mins. Rel. Sept. 8 Rev. Sept. 26. 

Gallant Lady. An unwed mother who pays the price of silence in_ order to be 
near her child. Dir. Gregory La Cava. Ann Harding, Clive , Brook, 
Otto Kruger, Tullio Carminati. 82 mins. Rel. Jan. 5. Rev. Jan. 23. 

Henry Vill (British made). Henry and his six wives. Chas, Laughton. 
Alex. Korda. 93 mins. Rel. Oct. 16. Rev. Oct. 17. 

House of Rothschild, The. The story of the famous family of financiers. 
George Arliss, Boris Karloff, Loretta Young, and Robert Young. Dir. 
Al Werker. Rel. April 6. 

Looking for Trouble. Thrills in the lives of telephone linesmen, with a couple 
of love stories on the side. Spencer Tracy, Jack Oakie, Constance Cum- 
mings, Arline Judge. Dir. Wm. Wellman, 77 mins, Rel. March 9 

Masquerader, The. Based on John Hunter Booth’s adaptation of Katherine 
Cecil Tharston’s novel. Cousins of identical appearance change places, 
with intriguing political and romantic results. Ronald Colman, Elissi 
Landi. Dir. Richard Wallace. 75 mins. Rei. Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 6 

Moulin Rouge. A talented wife proves her ability by a clever impersonation 

ruse. Dir. Sidney Lanfield. Constance Bennett, Franchot Tone, Tullio 

Carminati. 70 mins. Rel. Jan. 19. Rev. Feb. 13. ‘ 

Adapted from the Zola novel with Sam Goldwyn’s new star, Anna Sten. 

Phi'lips Holmes, Mae Clark, Lionel Atwill, Rich, Bennett. Dir. Dorothy 


Douglas Fair- 
Dir, Paul 


Dir. 


Nana. 


Arzner. 87 mins. Rel. Mar. 2. Rev. Feb. 6. ‘s 
Palooka. The s i +s in his father’s footsteps. Dir. Ben- 
. on of a prizefighter follows in his fa s fo 
jamin Stoloff. Jimmie Durante, Stuart Erwin, Lupe Velez. Rel. Jan. 26. 
Roman Scandals. A town simpleton transported in a dream back to the 
Srandeur that was Rome. Dir. Frank Tuttle. Eddie Cantor, Ruth 
Etting, Gloria Stuart. 91 mins. Rel. Dee. 29. 





a 


Sorrell & Son. An epic of the love between father and son. H. B. Warner, 
Ay o- nrose, Hugh W li iams, Winifred Shotter. Dir. Jack Raymond. 
vel. April 20, 

Studio: Universal City, . Offices: 730 Fifth Ave. 

Calit, Universal New York, N.Y. 

Beloved. Musical. John Boles, Gloria Stuart. Dir. V. Schertzinger. Rel. 
Jan. 29. Rev. Jan. 30. 

Sombey Mail. Edmund Lowe Production. Dir. Ed. Marin. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. 
an. 9%. 


Paul Lukas, Elissa Landi, Nils 


By Candlelight. Sophisticated 
70 mins. Rel. Dec. 18. Rev. 


Asther, Esther Ralston. 
Jan. 9. 

Counsellor at Law. Drama 
Wyler. Rel. Dec. 25. Rev. Dec. 12. 

Countess of Monte Cristo. Drama. Fay Wray, Paul Lukas, Paul Page, Car- 
mel Meyers, Reginald Owen. Rel. March 19, 

Cross County Cruise. Comedy-drama. Lew Ayres, June Knight, Alice White. 
Dir. Eddie Buzzell. .78 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 23. 

Crosby Case, The. Drama. Wynne Gibson, Onslow Stevens, William Collier. 


comedy-drama, 
Dir. James Whale, 


John Barrymore, Bebe Daniels. Dir. Wm 


Rel. March 5 
Glamour. Comedy-drama. Constance Cummings, Paul Lukas. Dir, William 
Wyler, Rel. April 9. 


Ken Maynard. Rel. Dec, 18. 
Dir. Wm, Wyler. 


Gun Justice. Western. 

Her First Mate. Comedy. Summerville-Pitts. 
Rev. Sept. 6. 

Horse Play. Comedy. Summerville-Devine. Dir. Ed Sedgwick. Rel. Nov. 27. 

I Like It That Way. Musical. Rodger Pryor, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Harry Lach- 
man. Rel. Feb, 12. 

Vil Tell the World. Rel. 
April 16, 
invisible Man. Mystery-drama. Claude Rains, Gloria Stuart, Henry Travers, 

Una O'Connor. Dir. James Whale. 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 13, Rev. Nov. 21. 
King for a Night. Comedy-drama. Chester Morris, Alice White, Helen 
Twelvetrees. Dir. Kurt Neumann, 78 mins. Rel. Oct. 30. Rev. Dec, 12. 
Ladies Must Love, Musical. Broadway story. June Knight, Niel Hamilton, 
Sally O’Neill. Dir. E. A. du Pont. 60 mins. Rel. Sept. 25. Rev. Dee. 5. 
Let’s Be Ritzy. Comedy-drama. Lew Ayres, Patricia Ellis, Frank McHugh, 
Isabelle Jewell, Hedda Hopper. Dir. Edward Ludwig. Rel. March 26, 
Little Man, What Now? Drama. Margaret Sullavan, Douglass Montgomery. 
Dir. Frank Borzage. Rel. May 7, 
Love Birds. Comedy. Slim Summerville, Zasu Pitts. Dir. Wm, Seiter. 
Love, Honor and Oh, Baby. Comedy. Slim Summerville, Zasu Pitts, Lucille 
Gleason, Veree Teasdale, Donald Meek. Dir, Eddie Buzzell. 63 mins. 
Rel. Oct. 16. Rev. Oct. 31. 
Madame Spy. Drama. Fay Wray, Nils Asther. 
Rel, Jan. 8 Rev, Feb. 13. 
Midnight. Drama. Sidney Fox, 
Erskine. Rel. Jan. 22. 
Myrt and Marge. Musical, Myrtle Vail, Donna Domeril, Eddie Foy, Jr., Ted 
Healy, Grace Hayes, J. Farrell MacDonald, Dir. Al Boasberg. 66 mins. 
Rel. Dec. 11. Rev. Jan. 23. 
Only Yesterday. Dramatic love story. 
inald Denny, Billie Burke. Dir. 
Rev. Nov. 14. 
Saturday’s Millions Football story. Robt. Young, Leila Hyams, Johnny Mack 
Brown. Dir. Edw. Sedgwick. 76 mins. Rel. Oct. 9. Rev. Oct. 17. 
Secret ot the Blue Room. Mystery drama. Lionel Atwill, Paul Lukas, Gloria 
Stuart. Dir. Kurt Neumann. 61 mins. Rel. July 20. Rev. Sept. 19. 

8.0.8. Iceberg. An Arctic expedition is stranded in Greenland, Rod LaRocque, 
Gilbert Gowland, Leni Reifenstahl Dir. Tay Garnett. 117 mins. (road- 
show). Rev. Sept. 26. 

Strawberry Roan, The. Story of a wild horse and his conquest. Ken May- 
nard, Ruth Hail. Dir. Alan James. Rel. Oct. 26. Rev. Deo, 12. 

Poor Rich, The. Comedy. Edna May Aliver, Edward Everett Horton, Dir. 
Ed. Sedgwick. Rel. Feb. 26, 

Trail Drive. Ken Maynard western story of a cattle drive. Dir. Alan James. 
9 mins. Rel. Sept. 4. Rev. Jan. 9. 


Warner Brothers °7°**! #21 W. sen & 


Rel. Aug. 3. 


Comedy. Lee Tracy, Gloria Stuart, Roger Pryor. 


Dir. Karl Kreund. 70 mins. 


Henry Hull, O. P. Heggie. Dir. Chester 


John Boles, Margaret Sullavan, Reg- 
John Stahl. 105 mins, Rel. Nov. 6. 


6tudios: Burbank. 
: Calif. 


Captured! Behind the scenes in a German prison. Leslie Howa Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr., Paul Lukas, Margaret Lindsay. Dir. Roy del Ruth. 
72 mins. Rel. Aug. 19. Rev. Aug. 22, 

College Coach. A football story with a new twist. Dick Powell, Ann Dvorak, 
Pat O’Brien and Lyle Talbot. Dir. William A. Wellman, 47 mins. 


Rel. Nov. 4. Rev. Nov. 14. 

Disraeli. Political drama of England. George Arliss, Joan Bennett. Dir. Al- 
fred Green. 88 mins. Re-rel. Dec. 16, 

Easy to Love. A frothy farce. Adolphe Menjou, Genevieve Tobin, Mary 
Astor, Guy Kibbee, Edward Everett Horton. Dir. William Keighley. 
61 mins. Rel. Jan. 20. Rev. Jan, 16, 


Ever in My Heart. War theme story, but without conflict angle. German- 
American hus d an American wife. Barbara Stanwyck, Otto 
ia Ras Bellamy. Dir. Archie Mayo. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 28. 

v. ° 


A petty gangster finally breaks away from his gang. James 
Cagney, Mae Clark and Leslie Fenton. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. Rel. Dec. 9. 


Gala musical with e locale. James Cagney, Joan 
in. Lioya Bacon. 190’ mine. 


Finger Man. 


Footlight Parade. 
londell, Ruby Keeler, Dick Powell. 

Dances by Busby Berkeley. Rel. Oct. 3. 

From Headquarters. A crime drama with a murder committed right in head- 
quarters. George Brent, oe “% Lindsay and Eugene Pallette. Dir. 
William Dieterle. 63 mins. Dec, 2. Rev. Nov. 21, 

Havana Widows. Comedy of two burlesque queens on the make fn Havana. 
Joan Blondell, Glenda Farrell. Dir. Ray Enright. 62 mins. Nov. 18. 

HI, Nellie. Comedy-drama of a newspaper ‘love’ columnist. Paul Muni, 

Glenda Farrell, Kathryn Sergava. Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. Rel. Jan. 20. 


Rev. Feb. 6. 

House On 56th Street. Drama of a gambling lady. Kay Francis, Ricardo 
Cortez, Gene Raymond, Margaret Lindsay and Frank McHugh. Dir. 
Robert Florey. 68 mins. Rel. Dec. 23. Rev. Dec. 6. 

Kennel Murder Case. A drama depicting the unusual solution of an unusual 
murder. William Powell, Mary Astor, Helen Vinson, Ralph Morgan and 
Eugene Pailette. Dir. Michael Curtiz, 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 28. Rev. 


Oct. 31. 
Lady Killer. Jimmy Cagney bats ’em around again. Jas. Cagney, Mae Clark, 


Leslie Fenton. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. 67 mins. Rel. Dec. 5. Rev. Jan, 2. 
Son of a Sallor. Comedy of a frivolous sailor. Joe E. Brown, Dir, Lioyd 
Bacon. Rel. Dec. 23. 
The Man from Monterey. 


Western drama. John Wayne, Ruth Hall. Dir. 
Mack V. Wright. 67 mins. 22. 


Rel, July 22. Rev. Aug. 


Voltaire. Life of France’s celebrated wit and philosopher. George Arliss, 
Doris Kenyon, Margaret Lindsay. Dir. John Adolfi. 72 mina, Rel. 
Aug. 5. Rev. Aug. 22. 


Miscellaneous Releases 


(Greenblatt.) From a stage play. Police official eleverly 


Before Morning. , 
Leo Carillo, Lora Baxter. Dir. Arthur Hoerl 66 


traps a murderess. 


mins. Rev. Nov. 21. 

Big Chance, The. (Eagle.) Prizefighter-soclalite story. John Darrow, Merna 
Kennedy. Dir. Al. Herman. 63 mins, Rev. Sept. 6. 

Carnival Lady. (Goldsmith-Hollywood.) Carnival background for a triple love 
story. Boots Mallory, Vincent Allen. Dir. Howard Higgin. 67 mins. 
Rev. Dec. 6. 


Criminal at Large. (Helber.) Edgar Wallace mystery story, British made. 
British cast. 74 mins, Rev. Dec. 27, 


Dawn to Dawn (Duworld.) Rural story in a foreign setting. 25 mins, Rev. 


Jan, 9 
Enlighten Thy Daughter, (Exploitation.) Warning to parents. Remade from 
a silent. 75 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Feb. 20. 


Falthful Heart, The. (Helber.) British made. Romantic story of a faithful 
love. British cast. 66 mins. Rev. Aug. 22. 
Flim Parade, The. (State rights.) Old clips and new material assembled by 
J. Stuart Blackton. 62 mins. Rev. Dec. 27. 


Gigolettes of Paris. (Equitable.) Gold digger story in Parisian locale. Madge 
Bellamy, Natalie Moorhead. Dir. Alphonse Martel. 69 mings, Rev. 
Oct. 17. 

Hell’s Holiday. (Superb.) Compilation of war scenes. $0 mins. Rev. July 18. 


Her Forgotten Past. (Mayfair.) Society girl marries her chauffeur then weds 

a lawyer believing her first husband dead. Monte Blue, Barbara Kent. 

Dir. Wesley Ford. 65 mins. Rev. Nov. 7. 

Her Splendid Folly (Progressive). Studio girl impersonates a star in Holly- 
wood. Lillian Bond, Bery] Mercer, Theo. von Eitz. Dir. Ralph Black. 

60 mins. Rev. Nov. 14. 

Important Witness, The. (Tower.) Story with a gangster touch, but mostly 

done in a long distance bus. Noel Francis, Donald Dillaway. Dir. 


Newfeld. 63 mins. Rev. Sept. 26. 
Laughing at Life. (Mascot.) Story of a gun-running adventurer. Victor Mc- 
Lagien, Conchita Montenegro, Ruth Hall, Dir. Ford Beebe, 71 mins. 


Rey. July 18. 





(Continued on page 71) 


NO MORE WOMEN 


(Continued from page 27) 


highly melodramatic for the finish, 
It does not merge. The result is an 
only moderately entertaining com- 
edy drama that does not appear to 
be headed for respectable crosses. 
It might have been better had the 
parts been assigned other players 
with a straight drama in mind. 

As usual, McLaglen and Lowe are 
rivals, this time deep sea divers on 
competing craft. The boat on which 
McLaglen works is inherited by 
Sally Blane, who moves in and 
takes possession of the captain’s 
cabin. The rivalry flames when, in 
an effort to stave off failure, the 
captain adds Lowe to his diving 
staff. ’ 
The two men get in a row at an 
amusement park and in the fight 
McLaglen falls out of a _ roller 
eoaster into the ocean. He hides 
and permits it to be assumed he is 
dead. The police arrest Lowe for 
his murder. A gold ship sinks an@ 
is abandoned by the underwriters 
(though it seems an easy salvage 
job). Two boats rush to claim the 
ship. At the bottom Lowe and the 
diver from the other ship agree to 
a 50-50 split. A second diver ts 
sent down by the rival ship and cuts 
the airline on his own ship’s diver, 
He and Lowe engage in an undere 
water battle; one with knife and 
the other with a blow torch. Lowe 
is saved by McLaglen. Both need 
hospital treatment. In their cots 
they are still arguing over Miss 
Blane when she breezes in to ine 
form them she is going to marry 
the captain. 

The basic story is flat and fails 
to arouse proper suspense, but now 
and then a sequence stands out, 
The fight in the roller coaster is 
purely mechanical punch, but it 
does win thrills. The underseas 
fight chills the blood and there is 
a capital bit where a ‘longshoré 
charmer sees herself getting thé 
money for McLaglen’s insurance, 
only to have him bob in through the 
window. Here and there a ga 

stands out, and with other leads 
this would pass for drama. Disape- 
pointment rather than dissatisfac= 
tion may militate against the result, 
It’s not what’s expected from the 
combination, - 

Production is very well done, w 
a tank for the underwater stu 
tipped off by the decoration of sea 
weeds close to the glass. Still, # 
looks convincing and hold interest, 
The above-water bits are better, 
though direction errs in permitting 
the men to lounge around until they 
reach the ship before getting into 
divers’ dress, though need for speed 
is emphasized, 

Cutting is very poor. Some third 
degree stuff is tiresome and many 
bits are permitted to run too long, 
Ten minutes out would make it 
much smarter, 

The stars do the best they can to 
cover up, but they are not given the 
material they need. Miss Blane is 
colorless as the girl, though she 
plays competently. Minna Gombell, 
as the tough girl, is really given the 
best chance and she troupes it to 
the limit. Her part should havg 
been fattened. Chic, 





THE NINTH GUEST 


Columbia production and release, featus 
ing Donald Cook and Genevieve Tobin, 
Directed by Roy William Neill. Screen 
play by Garnett Weston, from stage play 
by Owen Davis and novel by Gene Bristow 
and Bruce Manning. At Roxy, 
week March 2. Running. time, 65 mins. 
Jim Daley. .cccocsecesss++.---Donald Cook 
Jean Trent..cscscoossse..-Genevieve Tobin 
Henry Abbott. scavcecesess.- Hardie Albright 
Tim Cronin...scecescccess,....Edward Ellis 
Jason O8f00d.ssceosenensss-Edwin Maxwell 
Assistant Butler. cedeceess. Vincent Barnett 
Sylvia Inglesby. casscecess+--.. Helen Flint 
Dr. Reid....ccocscesemcoess- Samuel S. Hinds 
Margaret ccoccéceccocesess+.. Nella Walker 
Butler sccocccesenemecess+. Sidney Bracey 





Better than average mystery film, 
somewhat incredible but okay. It 
isn’t geared for smash business but 
ought to get a neat return in most 
spots. 

Owen Davis wrote this play from 
@ novel some years ago and it did 
pretty well on the stage. It's got 
all the necessary elements of the 
shivery-spine school of fiction, ex- 
cept that it’s a bit lacking in humor, 
Eight people get mysterious ine 
vitations to attend a dinner party, 
none of them knowing who the host 
is. When they arrive the radic bee 
gins talking, telling them the ninth 
guest is death and they'll all get 
knocked off, one by one, during the 
night. No way out of the house 
and they’re locked in. One by one, 
on the stroke of each hour, they die 
until just the boy and girl and ane 
other boy are left. By then it’s a 
cinch the boy and girl are gonna be 
saved, so no surprise when the other 
boy proves to be a madman. 

It works out cleverly and almost 
logically. Genevieve Tobin as the 
girl and Donald Cook as the boy are 
in all the way. Hardie Albright, 
Edwin Maxwell and Tim Cronin 
are oke in eharacter bits. Vince 
Barnett is dragged in for comedy 
as a butler, but doesn’t have much 
to do. Kauf. 





HACKETT-GOODRICH RENEW 
Hollywood, March 6. 

Albert Hackett and Frances Good} 

rich stay at Metro on another years 

writing contract. 

Team, at M-G a year and a half, 

are currently scripting ‘Thin Man,’ 
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Columbia 56%, 


Over Best Previous 


February with $1,387,832 Gross; 
NBC Tally 26% Over Feb., 1932 





For the second successive month 
this year CBS has bettered what 
had previously been the web’s rec- 
ord figures. Columbia last month 
‘grossed $1,387,832, or 56.7% over 
the tally from time sales that pre- 
vailed for February, 1933. Repre- 
sented in this margin is the big- 
gest monthly jump scored in the 
history of the network. 

In February. 1932, the old high 
for CBS, the billings came to $1,- 
319,414. During the parallel month 
for 1923. they dropped to $884,977. 
Columbia’s March outlook is equal- 


ly bright. Indications are that the 
coin from facilities turnover this 
month will not only figure over 


50% above the 1933 total of $1,016,- 


new ones slated to start on Colum- 
bia this month are Grigsby-Gronow 
(Minneapolis symphony) and Gold 
Medal flour (Abe Lyman-Helen 
Morgan-Everett Marshall). 

NBC's time revenue for February 
came to $2,197,297, or 26% better 
than the 1933 gross, which was 
$1,742,784. Network's February 
high was attained in 1932. For that 
month NBC piled up _ $2,571,609. 
Scheduled for unveiling during 
March on this web are General 
Foods’ Beatrice Fairfax shew for 
LaFranco washing powder, Col- 
gate’s Saturday Night Party, A. C. 
Spark Plug’s revival of the Cookoos 
and the new Palmer House series. 
Breakup of NBC's February fig- 




















102, but set a new March record.|ures gives the web $1,184,871 on the 
In the third month of 1932 CBS|red (WEAF) link, anw $916,602 on 
garnered $1,436,050. Among the/the blue (WJZ). 
1934 1933 1932 1931 
SRUMOIY . -ccccesee, S2,040 088 $1,869,885 $2,635,447 $2,026,860 
POREUAry ©...0062<000 ) 8,197,397 1,742,784 2,571,609 1,924,778 
_« ee oer $4,571,220 $3,612,669 $5,207,056 $3,951,638 
1934 1933 1932 1931 
January ........ +» $1,405,948 $941,465 $1,348,842 $692,114 
February .....,++0 1,387,823 884,977 1,319,414 750,621 
Total cnneweced: Gapteurt tn $1,826,442 $2,668,256 $1,442,735 











SHORT WAVES 
_ ATTENTION 
IRKS WEBS 


eee 


Radio departments of several 
New York dailies have come to 
recognize the wide spread of pub- 
lic interest in combination long and 
short wave receiving sets. Special 
space is being given to program 
listing and comment on short wave 
programs. New York Journal now 
not only carries a daily listing of 
foreign stations, but advises on how 
to locate them on the short wave 
dial. Extensive info. on this phase 
of broadcasting is also to be found 
in the Saturday issue of the New 
York Sun. Radio section of the 
World-Telegram gives a_ daily 
resume of short wave reception 
conditions. 

What has proved a boon to the 
set manufacturer has the networks 
worried. Growth of interest in 
world-wide pickups by the general 
run of loudspeaker fan means but 
one thing to the webs, and that is 
the proportionate loss of listener at- 
tention when it comes to their own 
commercial broadcasts. What has 
aggravated the concern is the move 


7 Quit KTAB, Frisco; 
Blame Woman Program 
Director Who Stays 


San Francisco, March 5. 
Shakeup of the indie KTAB 
wherein half dozen execs, announc- 
ers and artists walked out, claiming 
they didn’t like the new femme pro- 
gram director, Mrs. Irene Sorenson, 


has wound up with Wesley I. 
Dumm, president of Associated 
Broadcasters, station owners as- 


suming office of general manager 
as well. 

Dumm succeeded Frank Galvin, 
manager, who ankled out with 
wrant Pollack, chief announcer, 
Walter Sullivan, staff accompanist, 
Newell McMahan, continuity writer, 
Earl Sanderson, announcer, Harold 
Peary, special program artist, and 
Chubby Coleman, also an artist. 
Pollack has already landed on 
KFRC as a spieler. 

Leo Rumsey has been installed at 
KTAB as chief announcer, Mrs. 
Sorenson is in as program direc- 
tor, Frank Wright remains in Oak- 
land as manager of branch studios 


also an announcer. 

Dumm senior has been in the 
banking business, at one time own- 
ing seven or eight banks through- 
out the state. His inception as 
KTAB manager is first time he has 
been in the radio biz. 





on the part of the dailies to cater 
to this short wave interest. 


Kuhl Produces Shell, 
Others on West Coast 


l.os Angeles, March 5. 

H. Calvin Kuhl, of the J. Walter 
Thompson office, transferred here 
from New York will handle the fu- 
ture production of the Shell Show, 
the Chase and Sanborn, Burns and 
Allen and other transcontinentals 
emanating from here. He will be 
assisted on this activity by Sam 
Moore and Richard Weil. 

Fred H. Fiddler has been trans- 
@erred back to San Francisco. 








Harry Knowles Quits 


Philadelphia, March 5. 
Harry Knowles resigned suddenly 
Monday as manager of WTEL. 
Carlton Van Taube from WNAC, 
Boston, Yankee network station, 
@omes is as program director. 


Ben Bernie’s Guesters 
sG 
Hollywood, March 5. 

Dixie Lee (Mrs. Bing Crosby) 
will be the guest artist on the first 
Ben Bernie program from here 
March 13. 

Program will go on each Tues- 
day twice a night in order to hit 
the country virtually at the same 
hour. Ralph Farnum is lining up a 
different guester from films for each 
broadcast. 





Previn Band on Real Silk 


Chicago, March 65. 

Charles Previn orchestra goes on 
the Real Silk show on NBC on 
April 1, replacing the Ted Weems 
band. 

Previn selected for his classical 
and jazz background, having sold 
himself when he guested as im- 
promptu director for the Real Silk 
program last month with George 
Gershwin. 











there where Dumm’s son, Robert, is | 


CHI COMPETITION 





Stations Express Rivalry in Hot 
Ping-Pong Tournament 





Chicago, March 5. 


Forgetting about one-minute an- 
nouncements for the time being and 
what rats the other stations are, the 
local transmitter outfits locally have 
gotten together in the tremendous, 
all-Chicago radio ping-pong tourna- 
ment. Boys are neglecting to call 
on agencies while they practice the 
back-hand slice. In the melee are 
WJJID, KYW, WBBM, WCFL, WLS 
and CBS. 

Standing of the teams thus far 
has WJJD in the lead with the 
team of Joe Allabough, Ralph At- 
lass, Bub Pickard and Dell Shar- 
butt. KYW foursome is Charlie 
Wagner, Charles Barber, Jim Fallis 
and Rex Maupin. For WCFL Price 
Patton, Bob Hawk, Ralph Parker 
and Bill Shaw. For WBBM Holland 
Engle, George Sherman, Henry Wit- 
taker and Lewis Thompson. Bat- 
ting for WLS are Al Rice of the 
‘Maple City Four,’ Fritz Meisner, 
Red Foley and one-to-fill. Colum- 
bia Broadcasting System’s honor at 
the ping-pong table is being de- 


fended by Jack Brooks, Truman 
Bradley, Don Maddza and Harlan 
Gregg. 


After WJJD comes KYW in the 
deuce, while thus far CBS takes 
the cellar with five losses and one 
winning marker. In individual 
standings Ralph Atlass takes the 
cellar with two games lost and no 
wins. But Atlass doesn’t worry, 
since both of his stations, WJJD 
and WIND, set new revenue highs 
in February. 


Chi NBC Names Kaney 
As New Editor-in-Chief 
Over All Its Continuity 


Chicago, March 5. 

Radio takes another step in a 
new direction. 
appointed Sen Kaney as editor-in- 
chief of all continuity and copy. 
It will be Kaney’s duty to scruti- 
nize all copy, both commercial and 
sustaining, to see that what goes 
on the NBC wires is fit and proper. 

Follows a number of kickbacks 
to NBC, CBS and indie stations 
following thoughtless copy. Kaney 
starts on this job March 12. 





BARNUM TO AGENCY 


Pete Barnum has quit CBS’ pro- 
duction department for a producing 
assignment in the Young & Rubi- 
cam agency. 

Program that he will concern 
himself with primarily is Col- 
gate’s ‘Saturday Night Party’ on 
NBC, 


NBC office here has! 


50%, of Sponsors Known 50%, of Time 
In Product-Conscious Indianapolis 








Several requests from. ad- 
vertising agencies have been 
received by Variety asking 
to have additional programs 
included in VARIETY’S sponsor 
identification survey. VARIETY 
is unable to grant these re- 
quests as the questionnaires 
have been in the hands of its 





correspondents for some time. 








VaRIETY continues its series of 
weekly summaries of answers re- 
ceived, city by city, to a question- 
naire which asks in substance, ‘Do 
fans know sponsors?’ This week's 
tally is based on 90 replies gathered 
in Indianapolis, proud metropolis 
of a state with steel mills on one 
end and cider mills on the other. 

Amos ‘n’ Andy romp ‘n with the 
Indianapolis lead. Out of 90 per- 
sons 88 know about Pepsodent. Joe 
Penner makes his best showing to 
date in point of public familiarity 


with his bankroller. Of 25 pro. 
grams it will be noted that 12 pro. 
grams were known by 50% or bet- 
ter of all those quizzed. 


Such seemingly difficult to name 
sponsors as those of Casa Loma, 
Easy Aces, Edgar A. Guest and the 
Metropolitan Opera did better in 
Indianapolis than in cities pre. 
viously tabbed by Variery, 


Five citizens of Indianapolis 
wrongly identified Jack Benny's 
sponsor as Past Blue Ribbon Malt 
marking a plain state of confusion 
between Benny and Bernie because 
of name similarity. Nine of the 
14 wrong identifications for ‘March 
of Time’ are the obvious mistake 
of naming ‘Time’ magazine. Easy 
Aces suffered six wrong guesses on 
the basis of former sponsorship. 
Clara, Lu and Em in Indianapolis 
as in other cities are widely as- 
sociated with a variety of soap 
products other than the correct one, 

Next week: Des Moines. 








——  _—--- 


Questionnaires tabulated from the 


civil service, 7; clerks, 11; jeweler, 1 
4; reporter, 1; salesmen, 13. 











Code Talent Fact-Fi inding Lags 


Report on Radio Technicians, However, 


Ready for NRA This Week 





Washington, March 5. 
teport on radio code inquiry into 
working conditions of radio tech- 
nicians probably will go'to the NRA 
the latter part of this week, but 
recommendations for solving radio 


artist problem will not be ready for 
some time yet. 

This word came from C. A. mem- 
bers Saturday (3) as week-end ses- 
sion was held in anticipation of 
Gen. Hugh Johnson’s general code 
confab this week. James Baldwin, 
executive secretary, explained that, 
while prelir-inary report on tech- 
nicians has been prepared, little has 
been done toward retting facts to- 
gether about artists. 

Attention has been concentrated, 
Baldwin, explained, on the tech- 
nician problem as deadline was set 
by Johnson for submission of this 
report. Asserably of facts and fig- 
ures has proved difficult task be- 
cause of slowness with which 
broadcasters have returned ques- 
tionnaires. 

C.A. will discuss ways and means 
of collecting dope about artists and 
performers and map out procedure 
to be followed. Little preliminary 
information is at hand, Baldwin 
pointed out, although results of 
Equity survey have been gone over 
thoroughly for ideas and sugges- 
tions, 





Publication of report on techni- 


cians probably will be delayed un- 
til middle of week, although mat- 
ter was in type when C.A, assem- 
bled to prepare for the general code 
discussion. 


LINK WOR, WLW, WGN 


Pebeco Uses 3 Leading Independent 
Stations 








Pebeco program heretofore con- 
fined to WOR, Newark, extends this 
week to include WLW, Cincinnati, 
and WGN, Chicago. Through this 
linking of three leading independent 


stations the sponsor has a hunch 
that it is within striking distance 
of 40,000,000 people. 

Several changes in the Pebeco 
line-up are in prospect. Time trans- 
fers from Wednesdays at 7:30 to 
Fridays at 9-9:30 p.m. Wiil Osborne 
orchestra holds over but will be 
augmented to 18 men. Crumit and 
Sanderson may join the program. 





JACK PEARL STAYS 


Jack Pearl has been renewed for 
another 26 weeks by Royal Gela- 
tine. 

Extension becomes effective April 
4, which will mark the expiration of 
his first 13-week contract with the 
food account. 





12; stenographers, 10; dentist, 1; druggists, 2; 


Program Sponsor Identification 


INDIANAPOLIS 


following: Housewives, 16; salesgiris, 
lawyers, 3; managers, 6; 
; buyer, 1; beauticians, 2; machinists, 


(90 REPLIES) 

Sponsor Sponsor Sponsor 

Correctly Wrongly Not 

Named Named Known 
Amos 'n’ Andy Coen eee eee OMeeeerere 88 oe 2 
Ed Wynn ererenee eereerseeeeeeeerereereoe 76 z 12 
Eddie Cantor ore eer ee eeeereeeereeeeeee 75 oe 15 
Maxwell Show Boat eereeeeseeeeresese 72 1 17 
Rudy a. cocccccccecescess 63 l “6 
Jack Benny ......... seecceccccceseses 59 5 26 
Joe Penner ......... ceeeeceeseerseere 58 ‘ "6 
Wayne King Orchestra .ecccccecceseee 57 2 31 
Will Rogers ......... shecedinerbacersse Z 32 
Bing Crosby ee eereeeeseeseseseaeteeses 49 l 44, 
' Burns and Allen ..ccocccccccacecsesss 49 5 26 
Myrt and Marge ececccccccceesocesese 48 S 40) 
Paul Whiteman ..ccccccccccceaccecess 43 1 16 
‘March of Time’ wee EEEETR CEER EES SEES 40 i4 ob 
‘Rise of Goldbergs’ ecocaccoomecnnececce 33 2 5h 
Olsen and Johnson eccccscccccccceesss Sl 2 57 
Boake Carter coccccccesccccccceseeoos § 28 .° 62 
Easy OO ere seeeesceseeeeeesere 27 6 57 
Casc Loma Orchestra ceccceccecssesss 26 2 62 
Jessica Dragonette ..cccccccesccessss 24 2 64 
Phil Baker ere ereeww eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeere 22 2 66 
Metropolitan Opera ..cccccccceeseeses 20 16 54 
Edgar A. Gilest ..ccccccccccccccccccee 18 v 72 
Clara, Lu & Em ..rcccccccccccccsecse 17 9 64 
Harry Horlick ...... cccccccetceoceces§ Al 3 76 





(MRS, RUBINOFF ASKS — 
~~ $169,000 ALIMONY 


Dave Rubinoff’s former wife, 
Blanche Moreland, has filed suit for 
back alimony against ‘1e conductor. 
Amount she claims he is in arrears 
is $169,000, or a fourth of what she 
estimates his income has been 
since, she alleges, he stopped mak- 
ing payments, in late 1932. Rubinoff 
was served with a summons of his 
ex-wife’s action Jast week at the 
Roosevelt where he holds the dance 
combo assignment. 

Divorce took place October, 1927, 
in Minneapolis, after Rubinoff and 
the former showgirl had been mar- 
ried three. years. Grounds were 
cruelty and the agreement stip- 
ulated that he pay her 25% of his 
income until she married. She is 
still unmarried. The ex Mrs. Ru- 
binoff is being represented on the 
New York end by Maurice Rose. 
He’s acting for Henry H. Bank, her 
Minneapolis counsel. 


WRAM May Move 


Charlotte, N. C., March 5. 

A group has been organized at 
Durham to purchase WRAM, now 
located at Wilmington, and move it 
to Durham for location in the 15- 
story Washington Duke hotel. 

WRAM broadcasts now on day- 
light time at 1,000 watts and at 
night on 500 watts. 


BEBE DANIELS CHARISING 
Hollywood, March 5 
Bebe Daniels will be interviewed 
by Louella Parsons on the Charis 
program, Wednesday (7). 
Following week Kay Francis wil! 
be the chatterer’s victim. 
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CRY BABY STATIONS 





Gene and Glenn NBC Affiliation 
Keeps Gillette Discs Off WNAC 


Bostor March 5. 

Even after the Yankee network 
had gone to the expense of having 
a research bureau make a listening 
survey of Boston stations it didn’t 
get the Gillette spot business for 
thfS town because John Royal ob- 
jected to the releasing of recorded 


versions of Gene and Glenn over 
a CBS affliate. When the agency 
on the account, Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
threatened reprisals for this atti- 
tude NBC arranged to switch its 
programs on WEEI, Boston outlet 
for the red (WEAF) link, so that 
the blade maker’s series would be 
provided for. 

In soliciting the Gillette account 
for its WNAC the Yankee string 
offered to have a test made to prove 
its contention that it had more lis- 
teners at the time required than 
any other outlet in Boston. Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan took up the offer and 
arranged to have a rep from its 
New York office on hand for the 
test. Between 6 and 6.30 of an eve- 
ning the Ross Federal Service with 
the co-operation of the Boston tele- 
phone company put through 525 
calls with the operators asking all 
those who answered what, if any, 
station were they listening to at 
the moment. Results of this query 
gave WNAC, 37.1%; WEEI, 32.5%; 
WAAB, 14.2%; WBZ (operated by 
NBC), 89%; WHDH, 3.7% and 
WLEY, 2.9%. 

When it came to turning over the 
recordings to WNAC Ruthrauff & 
Ryan found that RCA Victor would 
not okay their use on a CBS sta- 
tion unless it was amenable with 
John Royal. NBC’s program man- 
ager rejected the request, holdinz 
that it was his policy not to perm. 
Gene and Glenn to work on other 
than NBC outlets. 

Contract given by Gillette to 
WEEI, which is indie operated, was 
for six times a week over a period 
ef eight weeks. 


CROSLEY NO, 2 STATION 
REVAMPS RATE CARD 


Cincinnati, March 5. 
Crosley Radio Corp. has engaged 
Edwin Freshney as sales manager 
of its smallie WSAI station, the 
rates for which have been sliced 


about 35% as a bid for local biz. 
WSAI has a strength of 2,500 watts 
during the day and 1,000 after dark, 
it. having recently increased from 
1,000 watts during the day and 500 
watts at night. 

Freshney assumed the position 
March 1. He lately was director of 
advertising and conventions for the 
Hotel Gibson in this city and for- 
merly was connected with the ad- 
vertising departments of the En- 
quirer and Post, local dailies. 





PURNELL GOULD AT WFBR 


Baltimore, March 5. 


Purnell Gould new commercial 
manager of WFBR, going into of- 
fice today (4). Replaces Jack 
Stewart, who leaves to enter ad- 
veitising business. 

Gould comes over from WBAL, 
where he has been on staff past two 
years. Previously he served on adv. 
staff of mag ‘Time,’ and more re- 
cently was editor of Tallahassee 
‘Democrat.’ 

Also originator of ‘House That 
Jack Built’ either series idea, which 
he inaugurated at WBAL and later 
£0ld to many indie stations through- 
out the country. 





FREE-SLEININGER ADD 

Chicago, March 5. 
Free and Sleininger, special rep 
outfit, make two additions this week. 
First means the entry of Austin 
Joscelyn into their New York office 

as assistant to J. Preston Peters. 
Second is the new lettering on the 
door for CKLW, Windsor (Detroit) 


- 
— 
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' American Association of Advertis- 


rector, will continue to produce 
‘Bar X Days and Nights,’ backed | 
by Health Products Corp. on — 





Theatre Man., Ex-Musiker 
Heads Advertising Agency 


Portland, Ore., March 5. 

George McMurphey, former Co- 
lumbia recording orchestra leader 
and Paramount-Publix and Fox- 
West Coast theatre manager and 
publicity man, is now engaged in 
the operation of his own advertising 
agency in Portland. 

McMurphey is Oregon and South- 
ern Washington representative for 
Chet Crank, Inc. Los Angeles 
agency in charge of advertising for 
the Gilmore Oil Company and in 
charge of advertising for 200 Ford 
dealers in the Pacific Northwest 
Ford division. 


BOWEN LOSES 
H. S. MEIGHAN 





Howard S. Meighan, regarded in 
the trade as one of the outstand- 
ing authorities on spot broadcast- 
ing, last week resigned as _ vice- 
president of Scott-Howe-Bowen, 
Inc., following a disagreement with 
Bowen over organization pokcy. 
Move takes effect at the end of this 
week. 

Meighan joined Bowen about two 
and a half years ago, coming from 
the J. Walter Thompson agency, 
where he had helped establish the 
radio department now headed by 
John U. Reber. While with Thomp- 
son Meighan was instrumental] in 
creating a radio committee in the 


ing Agencies. He served as one of 
the original members of this co- 
terie. 


Mexican Gov't Shutters 
Doc Brinkley’s Station 


Mexico City, March 2. 

Government has made good its 
threat to close for 30 days Doc 
Brinkley’s loud speaker at Villa 
Acuna because the American al- 
legedly infringed on the general 
communications law. Doc is seek- 
ing an injunction against the rul- 
ing. 

Villa Acuna civic fathers and sev- 
eral citizens are all for the Doc; 
they’ve petitioned the governor of 
Coahuila state, in which the station 
is located, to act toward getting the 
ban lifted. 





Floods Menace KDKA 


Pittsburgh, March 5. 

With flood-threatened Pittsburgh 
making hasty preparations to cope 
with high waters from Allegheny 
and Monongahela rivers, KDKA 
faces possibility of having its stu- 
dios cut out of service. 

Phone company has arranged re- 
routing so that broadcasts can go 
on from Saxonburg, actual location 
of station’s transmitter, or other 
emergency points. Cables from 
Saxonburg to studios cross the two 
rivers and therein lies the danger. 





Chester Miller’s Job 


Chester R. Miller has assumed 
charge of the production depart- 
ment of Jean V. Grombach, Inc., 
operators of a recording studio and 
indie producers of network com- 
mercials. Miller has been’ with 
Grombach for over two years, com- 
ing from the radio department of 


the Erwin, Wassey agency. Prior 
to that he was Chicago office man- 
ager of the Judson Radio Program 
Corp., a CBS affiliate. 


Donald Macfarlane, who recently 
resigned as the firm’s dramatic di- 





dragged the government 


TO GUIDE THEM 


Administration Policy Which 
Seemingly Dooms_ Fed- 
eral Radio Commission 
Opens Up New Aspects of 
the Washington Night- 
mare and Points Atten- 
tion to Some of the Habits 
Developed Under FRC 





ROYALTY IDEA 


Nobody knows at present just 
exactly what may happen in Wash- 
ington to the Federal Radio Com- 
mission us an institution or its 
members as individuals. But it’s 
likely that the commission will be 
abolished or absorbed and that the 
present commissioners will be 
dropped or reassigned. In any event 
a bigger, wider, and probably dif- 
ferently constituted and motivated 
authority is apt to step into the 
broadcasting set-up. 

Until the government reveals its 
detailed intentions the great Wash- 
ington nightmare of all broadcast- 
ing stations will go on. Greatest 
blessing that could be conferred on 
the industry, it is generally felt, 
would be a new system of lease- 
holds whereby stations could have 
some assurance that their invest- 
ment was protected and not subject 
to license renewal every 90 days. 

Some stations even feel that it 
would be worthwhile to pay the 
government ~- royalty for the use 
of the air as such payment would 
presumably confer upon the sta- 
tions at least the moral equivalent 
of property rights in the air chan- 
nel occupied. At present the sta- 
tions are at the mercy of the FRC 
if the government agency chooses 
to decide, as in the WIBO case, that 
a certain wavelength would be hbet- 
ter used by someone other than its 
incumbent licensee. 

System of which the present 
Federal Radio Commission is the 
crux and pivot has been subject to 
much criticism and from different 
sources for different reasons. One 
aspect all too often overlooked has 
been the FRC’s tendency to reduce 
stations to the role of perpetual 
supplicant for favors. Especially 
are the small stations at a disad- 
vantage with lawyer fees and trips 
to Washington being the luxury 
they are. 

Existing under the shadow of 
possible official disapproval at all 
times many stations have fallen 
into the habit of complaining about 
the Federal Radio Commission in 
accents of pain and bitterness yet 
reversing themselves and running 
to the commission to settle their 
picayune difficulties. 

Competition 

With the FRC as combination 
policeman and kindergarden teacher 
to the stations the result of the 
system all too often has been the 
encouragement of what may be de- 
scribed as cry baby stations, These 
bawlers thought the FRC should 
protect them and sock the other 
fellow whose aggressive business 
tactics or showmanship was deemed 
uncomfortable. 

Cry baby stations have been too 
ready to run to FRC and point an 


accusing finger at some business 


rival. It got to a point where some 
stations were almost devoting more 
time to stopping the other fellow 
than to doing their own job. They 
into ail 





Columbia Section 





A special advertising sec- 
tion devoted to the Columbia 
Broadcasting System will be 
found on pages 45-52. 








for Grombach. 








Vallee’s Ambition 





Rudy Vallee didn’t say he 
would like to head the consoli- 
dated wire-radio commission 
that President Roosevelt has 
asked Congress to okay. What 
he did say was that he would 
like to be the Will Hays of 
radio. 

First was the version that 
the Associated Press got after 
a talk the warbler delivered 
on NBC’s Farm and Home 
Hour Wednesday afternoon 
(28). Second was what the 
news combine found out Val- 
lee did express as his ambi- 
tion when it checked up on the 
report through the network. 











NBC-WGN TALK 
REUNION PACT 


Negotiations are on for WGN, 
Chicago, to return to the NBC fold. 
Network is anticipating the sched- 
uled move of KYW to Philadel- 


phia, while the Tribune mouthpiece 
favors the reaffiliation because of 
the day-time sustaining programs 
it will make available, 

NBC and WGN severed relations 
after the web had taken over 
WMAQ from the Chicago Daily 
News. In November, 1931, WGN 
became a CBS affiliate on time- 
buying arrangement which guaran- 
teed it $5,000 a week from the net- 
work. Contract terminated last fall 
and the Trib outlet has been free- 
lancing it since. 


2nd Local Commercial 
Test for Vic and Sadie 


Chicago, March 5. 


Vic and Sadie dramatic show 
again readying to go commercial] on 
a local test. Though on lecally for 
commercial, show will stick on the 
network as sustaining at another 
hour. 

Program went off the network 
some months ago when Jelke prod- 
ucts took it for a local ride and 
went back to network sustaining 
when Jelke backed out of going 
network with the program. 














Dawes Explains Expo 
Chicago, March 65. 
Rufus Dawes, front man for the 
Chicago World’s Fair, will announce 
the lowdown for the second year of 
the expo in the Palmer House com- 
mercial program tomorrow (Tues- 
day) at 10 p. m. over the WJZ link. 
This is the program that Ray 
Perkins aeroplanes in from New 
York every week to fill. Perkins is 
on WOR, Newark, at 6:45 Monday 
night and then takes wing west- 
ward. 





sorts of strictly competitive quar- 
rels. 

Multiplied protests from stations 
brought increased dominance of 
Washington over the affairs of 
broadcasting. The cry babies were 
egocentrics. The world revolved 
around them and the FRC was the 
mother of the brood. 

Permission to do almost every- 
thing had to be obtained from FRC 
and permission could be postponed 


or stopped by protests from other 
stations. Every effort of a station 
to expand its service, wattage, or 
move its studios, transmitter or 
primary coverage so much as a 
block and a half was immediately 
challenged. Initiative in the other 


fellow was always conspiracy to the 





cry 


babies 


NN FAP MOTHER \Snift-Sniff Gelatine Test Semething 
No Scholar Should Mention—Knox 


6 


Manufacturer of the Knox brand 
of gelatine is preparing to launch 
a radio campaign primarily primed 
to controvert the sales copy that 
Royal Gelatine, a Standard Brands 
product, has been using on its 
Wednesday night session over NBC, 
Before letting loose with a nation- 
wide slapback at its competitor 
Knox is testing out the counter 
sales idea it has in mind on sev- 
eral local stations. 

Advertising angle about the Royal 
brand’s copy that Knox assails as 
unethical has to do with the query 
which asks whether the housewife 
has, in the process of preparing the 
product of competitive gelatine 
makers, ever noticed the disreput- 
able odor that arises when the hot 
water is poured into it? 


So’s Your Old Shin! 


By putting this question to the 
public Standard Brands, declares 
Knox, has taken advantage of a 
point that no gelatine maker would 
presume to argue about in the open, 
For years the manufacturers have 
been trying to overcome among 
consumers this very antipathy to 
the product. All gelatine is derived 
from the anatomy of cattle and 
naturally when hot water is brought 
in contact with dried bone an e%&)’*‘ 
none too delectable to the nostri 
is bound to arise. 


SPAIN TO HEAD 
ALL RADIO 
STATIONS 


Madrid, Feb. 24, 


Government is getting set to take 
over all radio stations here. Bill 
read in parliament revealed gov- 
ernment plans to purchase all 
stations, devoting $257,650 annually 
in the budget for that purpose until 
purchase price, so far not revealed, 
is completely paid off. 

Stations would be under control 
of the direction of telephone and 
telegraphic «ommunications which 
would be empowered to concede the 
program handling to national ore 
ganizations, if it so desires. 

Publicity on the air would be 
limited, while all radio listeners 
would chip in monthly. Owners of 
sets of less than three tubes would 
pay 50 centimes (about 6 cents); 
three-tube sets, one peseta (12 
cents); and larger sets, two pesetaas, 


Pabst Theatre Pickup 


Omaha, March 65, 
Ben Bernte’s regular Tuesday 
night Pabst Blue Ribbon program 
will be broadcast from the stage of 
a theatre—the Omaha Orpheum for 











the March 6 broadcast through 
wow. 
Playing the week’s engagement 


with Bernie will be the most popu- 
lar radio act of the three local stu- 
dios—WOW, KOIL-KFAB, WAAW 
—which was selected in a poll of 
the fans. This act will also be in- 
cluded in his Pabst broadcasts as 
the winner of the local audition. 

Tuesday theatre broadcast was 
engineered by Manager Joe Rosen- 
field of the Orpheum and John @il- 
lin, boss of WOW, in conjunction 
with the Pabst people, who bought 
a large section of seats for the eve- 
ning for their local and nearby oute 
state dealers. 


Rotate KHJ Leaders 





Orchestra leaders for ‘California 
Melodies’, KHJ program for the 
CBS network will be rotated heree 
after, instead of being handled exe 
clusively by Ray Paige. 

Frederick Stark takes the baton 
at tomorrow's (6) program. Eddie 
Kay handles the following week 
and then Ray Paige. Future ba- 
toning will follow in that order. 
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CARNERA-LOUGHRAN FIGHT 
Sam Taub, Angelo Palange 
COMMERCIAL 

WMCA, New York 


A broadcast of a heavyweight 
championship fight, crudely done. 
Fact that the scrap was broadcast 
exclusively in the metropolitan area 
by WMCA offered limitless possi- 
bilities to the program’s backer, 
Adam Hats, but the chances were 
dissipated by poor announcing and 
a series of between-the-rounds 
spiels that were presented as badly 
as they were written. 

Under the circumstances, and 
considering that WMCA at the mo- 
ment was probably being dialed in 
by one of the largest audiences ever 
enjoyed by an independent station, 
the best way would have been sim- 
ple, prudent spotting of the adver- 
tised product. Even bare mention 
of the advertiser and its hats would 
have been better than the Palange 
melange of superfluous and silly 
praise that would have done justice 
to a Rembrandt, let alone a straw 


skimmer. 
Sam -Taub'’s blow-by-blow de- 
scription of the fight was bad 


enough, but Palange’s commercials 
were even worse. For the first 
three or four rounds both were sad. 
Later they became funny. Net re- 
sult for the advertiser was ridicule, 
rather than favorable exploitation. 
This was generally noticeable the 
next day among those who had 
tuned in. 

Taub impressed as a press agent 
for the Madison Square Garden 
more than as an impartial observer 
and . reporter. He was all for 
Carnera, and the big boy’s lapses 
into the rabbit-punching class, 
which all the sports writers men- 
tioned the next morning, were en- 
tirely overlooked by Taub. 

Taub’s forte is making a ballet 
dance sound like an Indian massacre. 
E ;: weakness is his limited vocabu- 
lary. He is unable to impart his 
expert knowledge of fisticuffs to a 
radio audience. He knows the dif- 
ference between a left jab and a 
pair of tights, but he can’t seem to 
differentiate between an ether fight 
fan who wants an impartial account 
of a fight and a sucker who believes 

exything he hears, After all, this 

sa commercial broadcast, and if 

Taub’s description was hard to be-. 

lieve, how could the advertiser ex- 

pect its ad copy to be accepted as 
the whole truth and nothing but? 
Bige. 


SOHIO MELODY MASTERS 
Music 

15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 

WLW, Cincinnatt 

Standard Oil of Ohio is back on 
this 50,000-watter after an absence 
of eight months. Former series ran 
long and was piped from Cleveland. 
It featured Gene and Glenn as ‘Jake 
and Lena’ in pop tunes and chatter 
with a wooden-shoe tinge, blasted 
six evenings weekly. New sched- 
ule, which began March 1, is a 
studio presentation and calls for 
airings Tues., Thurs, and Sat. nites 
at 7:30 and on Sundays at 5:45 p.m. 
Account handled by McCann-Erick- 
son, Cleveland. 

Present offering is a darb for mu- 
sic lovers and seems a cinch to line 
up a large and steady audience. 
Rhythm is slow and easy and 
created wholly by strings and reeds. 
Class atmosphere is adhered to by 
the announcer, Eddie Lenn, who 
soft voices the briefly limited and 
perfectly timed commercial plugs. 

Themer is ‘Beautiful Ohio.” Num- 
bers used on program reviewed 
were ‘Soft Light and Sweet Music,’ 
‘One Morning in May,’ ‘Hold Your 
Man,’ ‘Just a Song at Twilight’ and 
‘Old Spinning Wheel.’ 

Only solo vocalism was by a male 
whose whispering and. gasping de- 
livery whispering betwix tenor and 
baritone. It happened on a chorus 
of ‘One Morning in May.’ That and 
the group humming of ‘Song at 
Twilight’ were the scant duds. High 
calibre of instrumeéntation and ar- 
rangements merits improvement ‘in 
song section, ' 

‘Good evening and pleasant mo- 
toring, sign-off adds to _ highly 
pleasing taste left. with auditors. 

: ’ Kolling. 

THE NEWLYWEDS 

Mary and Johnny Lee 

Son s and talk 

ins. 

COMMERCIAL 
WOKO, Albany. 

This is a Fels-Naptha Soap local 


talent program, and is aired at 11:15 
a.m. on Wednesdays and Fridays. 
Mary and Johnny Lee are the 


newlyweds who are beset by prob- 
lems of housekeeping, ete. 3oth 
sing and Johnny Lee plays the 
piano, with pop songs wafting nat- 
urally out of the dialogue, which is 
replete with situations calculated to 
show what a newly knot-tied couple 
is up against, such as Johnny trying 
to wash the dishes and dropping a 


handful to smithereens and making 


bad breaks that bring tears to his 
amateur housekeeper. 

Skits are written in such a way 
as to develop interest into what's 
going to happen next. This local 
talent offering is a whole lot better 
than some of the transcriptions an 
independent. station gets in lieu of a 
hookup from. a central: point. 
Newlyweds’ script is written by Dr. 
Royden N. Rand, WOKO dramatic 
director. 


a 


‘The’ 


JACK WHITING 

With Jeannie Lang, 
Orchestra 

‘Musical Powder Box’ 

30 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WABC, New York 


Jack Whiting comes close to fill- 


Jack Denny 


ing the requirements of what a 
radio matinee idol ought to be. He 
starts with the varied experience of 


half a dozen seasons in $5.50 musi- 
cal comedy. He has a miscellane- 
ous experience in the varieties with 
its more exacting needs for speed 
and punch, On top of that his voice 
always as good, or better, than the 
musical comedy romantic lead aver- 
age which comes across the kilo- 
cycles. 


This, however, should be quali- 
fied to the extent that Whiting 
needs careful song_ selection be- 
cause of his low register and 


doesn’t sound so well on _ certain 
types of tenor melody. And, too, a 
more womanly, less girlish, foil than 
Jeannie Lang would probably be a 
better combination. 

But more than any mere question 
of Whiting’s capacities as a singer, 
and of course he’s no candidate for 
opera, is his authoritative manner. 
The years of good stage direction 
he has enjoyed are reflected in his 
manner. He is one m.c. who is in 
command at all times. He com- 
bines a romantic personality and 
vocal manner with enough aggres- 
sion to stand out. Yet it is not the 
self-pushing, so offensive in some 
comedians, for example, but rather 
the show-wise background that 
steps in. 

Whiting is on the Richard Hud- 
nut program over CBS getting 
strong musical support from Jack 
Denny. It’s a program that ought to 
appeal, ..lthough some confusion in 
the sponsor’s mind is reported. No 
particular criticism of Miss Lang. 
Simply. a. matter of type. 

Hudnut company is using lots of 
window displays and other follow- 
through devices so that the ¢com- 
bination of good show and good 
showmanship should bring results. 
Advertising copy carried by the 
program itself is restrained in 
length and in claims, stressing the 
phrase ‘mirror-fresh’ and recom- 
mending the Hudnut powder as 
holding to milady’s cheeks longer. 
Numbers are handled in produc- 
tion: style, with several samples of 
lyrical dialogs between Whiting and 
Miss Lang. Love is the prime sen- 
timent and romance, orange blos- 
soms, and sweet day dreams the 
stuff of which the program is fash- 
ioned. Programs are broadcast in 
New York from Columbia’s Radio 
Playhouse ‘(nee Hudson theatre) 
where 1,100 persons can be accom- 
modated. That makes Whiting even 
more likely to. become a radio mati- 
nee. idol because in. musical. comedy 
he was aces with the girls and, since 
the Hudnut company allows the 
ladies to’ see’ as well as hear, the 
set-up is enhanced. Hudnut re- 
quests ‘invited audience to reserve 
applause until the end out of de- 
ference to the ‘larger unseen audi- 
ence.’ 

Good deal of conversation has 
gone up the chimneys in the last 
year or two anent radio’s need of, 
and simultaneous lack of, an equiv- 
alent to matinee idols. Of course 
the original lure of Rudy Vallee, 
Bing Crosby, and certain other male 
entertainers had a good deal of this 
element of acclaim. Jack Whiting 
seems to start with a lot of what 
it takes and if handled right its not 
a bad guess that he'll climb. His 
voice and manner are unlike any- 
body else’s on the air. Land, 


PURE OIL DIXIE MINSTREL 

Clair Shadwell and Lee Everett, 
producers, with A. C. Lockman 
and Irwin Setzer, and George 

Fraser’s 10-piece minstrel band. 
Old: Time Negro Minstrel 
30 Mins... -° 
COMMERCIAL 
WBT, Charlotte, N. C. 

Four. years ago Shadwell: and 
Evetett. originated the Dixie Mam- 
moth Minstrel and ran the half-hour 
show weekly for two years under 
the ‘sponsorship of a baking con- 
cern. ‘The Pure Oil Dixie Minstrel 
is, strictly’ speaking, a revival of 
this: show, after an absence from 
the air of two. years. It recalls the 
best of. the minstrel talent from the 
other. show and introduces Irwin 
Setzer, with years of trouping ex- 
perience in minstrels, and a new 
band. 

Pure Oil show makes good with 
and improves on WBT’s reputation 
established with the former min- 
strel.. Studios and hallways packed 
with spectators, and scores of calls 
and letters greeted the show on its 
first broadcast Feb. 27. It will run 
each Tuesday night from 8 to 8:30 
o'clock. The program, fruition of 
hard work and much more re- 
hearsal time than some of the best 
air programs get, is likely to click 
big. 


Shadwell is intertccutor. Soloists 
are Al yarr, Bill Elliott, John 
O'Daniels and Cecil Venier. These, 
together with Charles Little and 
Hansen Griffin, comprise the chorus. 

Pure Oil Company of the Caro- 
linas, sponsors, are pushing the 
show. hard, with newspaper space 


-and thousands of pieces of adver- 
tising matter, announcing the 22- 
man ,radio minstrel show. A new 
sort of minstrél parade through the 
streets of Charlotte preceded the 
opening program, with Purol trucks 
decked with signs. 





POLA NEGRI 
Talk and Song 
Underwood- Elliott Program 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 

Pola Negri, who remains a pic- 
ture ‘name’ despite having been 
away from pictures for a long while, 
filled a brief spot as guest star on 
the Underwood-Elliott show (CBS) 
Thursday night (1). She started 
with a few moments of dialog, in 
which she highly praised America 
as the land of her adoption, and 
then hummed and sang her recent 
vaude stand-by, ‘Paradise.’ 


No hits, no runs, noerrors. Bige. 


BERGHOFF and BEAVER 
Songstress, Piano 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WOwWO, Fort Wayne 

This is a station move to inject 
some class into morning hours. No 
kitchen advice or kiddie appeal. In- 
stead sticks close to program-billing 
‘words and music.’ It also marks 
return of Mary Berghoff and Con- 
stance Beaver to air after an ex- 
tended furlough. First has a rather 
deep voice which registers well and 
is flexible for both popular and 
classical offerings. The latter an 
expert pianist gets a solo break 
in the middle which also leans to- 
ward the modern school. 

On once a week but may be 
added to other schedules. Duo has 
been doing their own arranging but 
a professional coach might do a lot 
of good. 





SUNNY SIDE UP 
Variety Review 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WCAU, Philadelphia 


Basic idea of this CBS network 
show from Philly is'the use of the 
Warwick Sisters trio as m.c.’s, sing- 
ing introductions to numbers in cute 
rhyme couplets. Marie Budde, a 
soprano, trembles through a num- 
ber, a show tune, in a lyric voice 
too dramatic for the medium. The 
Knickerbockers, a male trio, follow 
with a neatly arranged scat song 
which pleases and leads into a 
single by Marie Carlisle, who apes 
the Ramona style, but swallows her 
low notes in a fashion that makes 
the words unintelligible. A duet by 
the Budde gal and George Johnston, 
a tenor, gets the next spot, but the 
girl can’t match Johnston's smooth- 
ness of delivery and the song flops. 
Mason’s house band fills the first 15 
minutes. 

The show’s last half, although 
continued on the chain, is not car- 
ried by the local: outlet, and is re- 
peated half an hour later, Incon- 
gruously, the second act topped the 
first by a wide margin, particularly 
through the efforts of the Warwicks, 
who demonstrate the best female 
harmony they’ve done to date. Also, 
the latter stanza has more free ac- 
tion and smoothness. 

Outstanding trouble with this pro- 
gram is the desire to spot too much 
talent into one show. Paul Mason’s 
band, for example, is rarely used to 
relieve the monotony of one voice 
number after another. Program 
pace is greatly handicapped by the 
constant use of the girl trio to in- 
troduce numbers; better idea to 
have the band step in with a hot 
tune about four times during the 
show, instead of just opening and 
closing. Present set-up crams tal- 
ent into a single bunch of unbal- 
anced spots. Elimination of an act 
or so would not hurt. 

Program airs weekly,’ each Thurs- 
day at 11 a.m., over a nation-wide 
hook-up. 


WINTERS and WEBER 
Organ Duo 
Sustaining 
15 Mins. 
WGY, Schenectady 

Pair broadcast a program of pops 
one afternoon weekly over’: WEAF 
and the NBC network. .Announcer 
states that they are playing from 
their studio overlooking Times 
square.’ Boys manipulate the stops 
skillfully, playing well in unison, 
and producing a smooth, jazzy type 
of music. For contrast, it might be 
well to include one or two semi- 
classical numbers on ‘the programs. 


Various femme singers work with 
Winters and Weber, doing pops tod 
organ accompaniment. For an aft- 
ernoon shot, this one wings home 
okay. Jaco. 





THE LOVE RACKETEER 
Myrtle Boland 
Songs 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
WOR, Newark 
For midafternoon Myrtle Boland’s 
act makes a perfect little fit. It’s a 
smoothly balanced cycle of song re- 
stricted to pop ditties of the roman- 
tic genre and delivered in the sub- 
dued manner. Her voice combines 
a fine sense of melody with a flair 
for giving a Tin Pan Alley verse an 
authentic touch of meaning. The 
songstress’ style all around makes 
her an ideal plug for the publisher 
fraternity. 
Piano does all the accompanying. 
For her type of act that’s all she 
should réquire. Program is clocked 





for 3 p.m., Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday. Odec. 





Air Line News 


By Nellie Revell 





New Lucky Strike show will consist of Al Goodman and his orchestra, 
Robert Simmons, Helen Ward, the Pickens Sisters and the Songsmiths 


vocal group. 
Harold Hackett on production, 


Howard Claney will 
Show is expected to start as soon ag 


return as Lucky announcer, with 


NBC can clear the time after March 31, when the Metropolitan Opera 


ends under Lucky. 





Vallee’s Escalator 


Rudy Vallee Yeast program is good for a rise. 


Radio performers re- 


gard it as good a stepping stone to radio and commercials as a sustain- 
ing, with performers eager to audition, four to 10 acts trying weekly. 
Program has also contributed a number of name acts to the air, includ- 
ing Joe Penner, Gertrude Niesen, The Scamps ana the Sizzlers, 





Late Winter Items 


Laryngitis is exacting its toll among performers. 


Last week Morton 


Downey's broadcast from Chicago was cancelled because of this throat 


condition. 


Col. Stoopnagle (Chase Taylor) just about struggled through 


his Camel broadcasts and was forced to postpone his ‘Meet the Artist’. 
Kate Smith has recovered from it after a stay at Hot Springs, Ark., and 
is now continuing in vaudeville in Indianapolis, 





‘Knight Spiels Again 
Frank Knight, former CBS announcer, is likely to make a return to 
network announcing on NBC, as announcer on:the Nonspi show. Knight 
auditioned last week with Roger Wolfe: Kahn and his orchestra and 


Audrey Marsh, vocalist. 


Since away from CBS Knight has been doing 


dramatic work and independent announcing. 





Double Sustaining Sessions 
NBC is doing the unusual, beginning Friday when sustaining acts will 
be given two spots on certain nights, one for the regular network and 
another for a southwestern. hookup, the Scamps being the first sustain- 
ing act so booked. Broadcasts to emanate from New York replace shows 
formerly going out of Washington, D. C. Several other acts will be 


similarly set soon, 





Radio Mamas Clubs 
Two corners of NBC studio floors, on the 3rd and 8th, are getting 


reputations as ‘Mothers’ Corners’. 


In both these places are daily con- 


(Continued on page 53) 





SIMMONS BEDS 
With The Jesters 
Disc 


15 Mins. 


COMMERCIAL 
WOR, Newark 

This is a series of radio discs 
made by Simmons beds, but cred- 
ited in each locality to the furniture 
store handling the product. In the 
case of WOR the sponsor-men- 
tioned name is Abraham & Straus. 

Admittedly, judging from a single 
example, the Simmons bed series is 
poor stuff. No unity to the pro- 
grams. After the initial explanation 
about the following program being 
electrically. transcribed, a vocal 
number is rendered. Program is not 
identified in advance, either, as be- 
longing to Abraham & Straus or 
Simmons Beds, 

Continuity is ragged and uses dis- 
credited and small-timey radio de- 
vices. For example, the anonymous 
feminine spieler, called Sally Sim- 
mons, breaks in to start the sales 
message but doesn’t put any point 
across. Instead, she says, ‘but be- 
fore we go into that, let’s listen to 
the boys again.’ 

When Abraham & Straus says 
something about itself it’s apro- 
pos of a $100 suite of furniture, 
about having the benefit of expen- 
sive interior decorators free, about 
a permanent wave that apparently 
goes with every furniture purchase. 
But it doesn’t tie-in clearly with 
Simmons beds, nor does the store’s 
local copy give a clear message on 
its own behalf. A program delib- 
erately calculated to spread confu- 
sion and befuddlement could scarce- 
ly achieve that result more conclu- 
sively than this one. 

Behind the Simmons end of the 
tie-up is the central thought, a 
plausible one, that good sleep is. bet- 
ter than all other beauty secrets put 
together. Answer to good sleep is 
a good mattress, etc. That’s intel- 
ligible and intelligent, so far as it 
goes. Sub-billing of the series is 
‘First Ladies of the Air,’ and a 
group ef prominent women,:such as 
Amelia Earhart, Lady Wilkins, 
Katheryn Dougherty and Mrs. ‘Low- 
ell Thomas, are recorded as guest 
commentators on the importance of 
sleep in beauty.. Mrs. Edna Chase, 
editor of ‘Vogue,’ spieled on the pro- 
gram reviewed. A _ cultured lady 
with a Women’s Club Wednesday 
afternoon manner, Mrs. Chase fitted 
nicely except that to top off all the 
others flaws the quality of the re- 
cording left plenty to be desired. 

Abraham & Straus neglected to 
give its street address, and, with 
WOR listeners scattered throughout 
the metropolitan area, it was im- 
possible to know whether the store 
was in Newark, Manhattan or 
Brooklyn. Sloppy copy from the 
standpoint of bringing in new cus- 
tomers who possibly never heard of 
the store. 

All in all, the Simmons Bed pro- 
gram is an object lesson in bad 
radio showmanship. Land, 


GOVERNOR JOHN G. WINANT 

Taik 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady . 
New Hampshire's only three-ter 

Chief. Executive and mentioned as 

a possible candidate for President 

on the Republican ticket in 1936, 

Governor Winant gave a 10-minute 





peace talk as guest on the Wom- 
an’s Radio Review over the NBC 
red network, Address was billed 
as ‘Peace and Poverty,’ but Gov- 
ernor Winant remarked that ‘Peace 
or Poverty,’ would be a better title 
for it. 

Talk was a reasoned appeal for 
peace, for -\merican co-operation 
with the League of Nations, and for 
restoration of this country’s export 
trade. Governor Winant contended 
that the question of peace had a 
direct bearing on the fortunes of 
every farmer and laboring man. 
From the.tenor of his talk, it was 
evident that he is an _ intellectual 
liberal, in sympathy with the New 
Deal in .Washington. 

Governor Winant is not an orator 
—at least in the studio. He read 
the address in a clear voice, but at 
times had difficulty in fojowing the 
manuscript. The Governor appeared 
under the auspices of the Interna- 
tional Y. M. C. A. Jaco. 
IRVING CAESAR 
Talk and Song 
COMMERCIAL (Fleischmann) 
WEAF, New York 

Irving Caesar is a lyricist, not an 
actor, although he has been on the 
stage a few times. It might be best 
for him: to figure his radio venture 
on the Fleischmann show Thursday 
(1) as a lark, rather than a serious 
attempt to get somewhere as an 
ether performer. 

Out of his element just by going 
on at all, Caesar made it worse by 
turning Hebe dialectician with Rudy 
Vallee in*a couple of minutes of 
cross-fire that didn’t even get a 
rise from the pushover Fleisch- 
mann studio audience. He finished 
better than he started, singing one 
ef his own songs. ~ Bige. 


OLD GOLD 
With Ted Fiorito’s Orch. and En- 

‘tertainers and Dick Powell 
30 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 
KFRC, San. Francisco 

Old Golc is one of the.latest spon- 
sors to come West for its. cross- 
country show, liks White Owl and 
Pontiac; ‘choosing this end of the 
CBS chain as its source. Show is 
done in thu’ local KFRC studios of 
the Don: Lee network and continues 
here until.March 6, when it will 
emanate from KHJ with Fiorito 
moving from local Hotel St. Francis 
to Cocoanut Grove, L. A. 

Fiorito goes heavily for those 
novelty arrangements, his favoring 
of reeds serving as a distinct trade- 
mark. Band impresses throughout, 
being smartly routined and paced 
and cannily directed for best effects. 
Entertainers: Muzzy Marcellino, 
Lief Erickso1, Ray Hendry, and the 
Debutantes, latter femme trio, 
handle vocal assignments nicely. 

Sponsor, however, doesn’t seem to 
be taking full advantage of Dick 
Powell, who flies up from Warner 
studios weekly, along with Kenneth 
Niles, KHJ announcer, who also 
commutes. Powell got a WB okay 
for this show, in return for which 
the studio gets a free plug, but since 
he is.a name and has capabilities, 
listeners might naturally expect to 
hear more from him. 

Instead he is confined chiefly to 
straight announcements and two 
songs, but there is so much chant- 


(Continued on page 50) 
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George Storer Heads WMCA, New York 


oe 
» 4 





First Step 


in Contemplated Network— 
Adams as Vice-President 





George Storer, whose aim it is to 
have a third national chain in op- 
eration by October 1, yesterday 
(Monday) took a step nearer to that 
objective when he became a sub- 
stantial stockholdér and operating 


president of the.Federal Broad- 
easting Corp., which has WMCA 
under a three to five year lease. 
Confirmation of Storer’s status for 
the minutes will take place Wednes- 
day (tomorrow) at a meeting of the 
FBC directorate with former Gov- 
ernor Alfred E. Smith, chairman, 
presiding. 

With Storer’s entry Jack Adams, 
who brought the Whitney-Ryan 

. group into Federal, resigns his 
post as president of the holding 
corporation and takes the title of 
vice-president. Adams’ new con- 
tract is based on three month pe- 
riods. He leaves this week on a 
vacation, 

Storer’s conduct of the station as 
well as the outlet’s policies will, 
however, be subject to agreement 
with Donald Flamm, owner of 
WMCA and licensee of its wave- 
length, and Allen Ryan, Jr., as head 
of the group of Wall Street scions 
that took over the station’s opera- 
tion last fall. No changes in per- 
sonnel are contemplated for the im- 
mediate future. 

In addition to his buy-in into the 
Federal Broadcasting Corp. Storer’s 
broadcasting interests consists of 
his ownership of CKLW, Detroit- 
Windsor; WSPD, Toledo, and 
WWVA, Wheeling, W. Va. 


ADVANCE PROGRAMS 
WAXED FOR STAFF 


Chicago, March 6. 

Before hitting the air on March 
20 with their new Wade Booth and 
Dorothy Day show for ‘Blue Jay,’ 
the Bauer & Black firm will let 
their salesmen in on the program 
setup by sending them test record- 
ings. 

Through the Needham, Lewis and 
Brorby agency here, with every ra- 
dio disc studio in town climbing 
over each other’s backs to lose 
money on the recording deal by of- 
fering the job at cut-rate prices. 


CRC PARDONS CKC 


Insubordination Flareup Smoothed 
Over 











Toronto, March 2. 

CKCL and the Canadian Radio 
Commission have kissed and made 
up after the latter had recom- 
mended that the station’s license 
be suspended as punishment for 
broadcasting the Ford Motor pro- 
gram after being expressly forbid- 
den by the commission to carry the 
CBS program when CFRB, that 
network’s outlet here, found itself 
with no opentime for the American 
program. 

Henry Gooderham, president of 
CKCL, reputedly apologized for his 
station’s disobedience, and Hector 
Charlesworth, chairman of the com- 
mission, has withdrawn his recom- 
mendation for the license suspen- 
sion. Closing of the station would 
have left 33 jobless. 





Sports-Minded Oil Co. 


San Francisco, March 5. 
Until next football season rolls 
@round Associated Oil is keeping 
its finger in the radio advertising 
Pie by sponsoring minor sports on 
imdie stations around here. Ad 
Chief Harold Deal has signed for 
the six-day bike races starting at 
the Civic Auditorium March 11 and 
will put them on KTAB with Ernie 

Smith describing ’em twice daily. 
Associated also is paying for 17 
broadcasts of Stanford-California 
Pacific Coast Conference basketball 

~ ames aired by KLX, Oakland. 


SOUNDS LIKE PUBLICITY 


Vocal Coach to Wild Ducks Criti- 
cizes Penner 








Minneapolis, March 5. 

Prof. Oscar Quam, the north- 
west’s greatest authority on duck 
calling and who conducts a school | 
of duck quacks where city hunters 
may learn the ducks’ language to, 
lure them to slaughter the better, | 
has written an indignant letter to 
Joe Penner, informing the latter 





Yankee Network News Ser- 


WAR IN BOSTON 





vice Gets Plenty of Run- 
around from Beantown 


Politicians — Press Room 
Given Lock and Keys 








GOES ON AIR 





- 


Boston, March 5. 
Dick Grant, the editor-in-chief 


that his duck call used over the| of the Yankee Network News Serv- 
radio is—perhaps, unknowingly—|jce, over WNAC last week de- 
what the mama and papa ducks nounced the Boston police depart- 
wouldn't want their little ones toO| ment for its treatment of one of 
hear. Grant’s reporters. 


Under separate cover Prof. Quam 


€ince John Shepard, president of 


shipped Penner a phonograph re-|tnhe yankee web, in lieu of the for- 
cording of his own official rendi- | mer news periods radiocast over its 
tions of the more proper ducks, so lines by four Boston papers, has 
that the comedian won't commit the | get up a news agency of his own 


error again. 


WGN COMBINING 
DISC AND FLESH 


Chicago, March 5, 


Latest wrinkle in radio now is the 
combination of an ether disc and 
studio talent on one program. Iron- 
ized Yeast is now using that angle 
in order to get preferred time on 
WGN. 








Grant has run into plenty of diffi- 


culty in lining up staff and facil- 
ities for gathering news. In en- 
deavoring to place his reporters at 
strategetic points where news orig- 
inates, Grant quickly became aware 
that efforts were being made to 
close news sources, chiefly at police 
headquarters. 

Yankee Network applied by “let- 
ter last week to Commissioner 
Hultman for the same priviliges for 
its news reporters as are given to 
reporters of the daily press. In a 
conference with Hultman’s secre- 
tary, August J. Gill, the assurances 
were given Grant that the privileges 
would be given, including access to 
police teletype reports and other 
matters of public information, but 


Yeast is sending in a regular|q reporter sent to headquarters in 


five-minute disc and using the stu- 


less than an hour speedily found 


SHEPARD FIGHTS PRESS 





DAILIES-RADIN Patterson Thinks Liberal Policy on 


Booze Will Follow FRC Demise 


’. 
» 4 





PLAGIARISM CHARGE 


San Francisco, March 5. 
Likelihood that the networks may 


Plough Too Close to Cutex Sez... liquor accounts when the ad- 


Thompson Agency 





ministration’s radio control setup 


J. Walter Thompson has com-/is completed, was expressed by 
plained to NBC that the Plough|Richard C. Patterson, Jr., NBC 
medicine show on the red (WEAF) executive vice-president, here on & 


link Wednesday nights has copied 
the routine of the Cutex affair with 


swing around the western division. 


Phil Harris, which is released over | Patterson spent two days here with 
the same loop Friday evenings.|Don E. Gilman, western chief, then 


work to call this to the Plough Co.’s 
atention and prevail upon it to 
adopt another continuity frame for 
its program, 


son pointed out that the Cutex!, 
stanza has for the past 26 weeks 


and during each continuity assigned 
nautical titles to the various per- 
sons in the cast. Tag assumed by 
the Wednesday night session is 
Plough’s Musical Cruiser with the |‘ 
background described as aboard 
ship and terms such as ‘captain,’ 
‘first mate,’ etc., used in addressing 
members of the cast. 


Earnshaw-Young Not 
Contacting Sponsors 
Directly Any More 


Earnshaw-Young’s new  opera- 
tions policy removes this program 
producing concern from the field 
of competition to ad agencies. From 
now on the E-Y group will not con- 
tact advertisers direct but do all 
business through the latter’s agen- 











dio orchestra for an additional 10/ that his presence was unwelcome. 


minutes to build the program into 


Lock Press Room 


standard length. 

On three times weekly and placed 
through the New York Ruthrauff| King’s office, the office of Leo 
and Ryan agency. 


Albany News Shifts 


Albany, March 65. 
radio - news 
brought changes in the broadcasts 
of the three Albany papers. 

Knickerbocker 
News 
grams are supplanted on WOKO by 
flashes from CBS. 





Press - Evening 


Immediately af- 
the CBS 10:30 a.m. period 
from the News 


ter 
Charles Lathrop, 
mike, gives five minutes of spot lo- 

and promotion 
Byron Snowden for the 
Press following the 11:15 p.m. CBS 
flashes. 

Times-Union (Hearst aft) 
tinues with its broadcasts at WGY, 
but omitting national news. 
caster gives two or three spot local 
items. 


cal 
Ditto by 





ers 


who presents 
‘The Village Nutsmith’ for Atwater 
and Philco 
singer on the Philco program, met 


ner, 


Kent, 


After hours of barging back 
and forth between Superintendent 


Schwartz, Hultman’s legal advisor, 
and network offices, the reporter re- 
turned to Grant with the story that 
beginning the next day the press 
room at police headquarters would 
be closed entirely to the network 
organization through the furnish- 
ing to the newspaper representa- 
tives of individual keys by the po- 
lice department. : 

Grant went to the State House 
and conferred with Gov. Ely. de 
asked the Governor to intervene in 
order to give the web the same 
chance to serve the public as is 
freely accorded to newspapers. 
The Governor’s final answer was: 
‘I don’t want to get mixed up in this 
thing.’ He did say, however, that 
he was willing to admit the radio 
reporter to his own conference with 
the press—provided he observed the 
same conditions by which the press 
reporters are bound. 

Grant is fighting the press-domi- 
nated politicians over the air. In 
one broadcast he said: “The next 
place where we have encountered 
difficulty, although we had reason 


Taking Radio Seriously __, to believe that none would be forth- 


Charlotte, N. C., March 5. 
Rivalry between three broadcast- 
conduct programs over 
WRBT for rival brands of radio sets 
almost culminated in a free-for-all 
in the station’s reception room, un- 
til members of the staff separated 
the three. 

Grady Cole, who conducts a news 
events program for Stewart-War- 
Ted Doolittle, 


coming from that direction, was at 
City Hall, where Mayor Mansfield 
has not been able to make up his 
mind about co-operating with us on 
the same basis as he does with the 
newspapers. 

‘Where do you suppose the pres- 
sure is coming from that is so 
strong that public officials charged 
with the administration of your af- 
fairs seem to be afraid to. move 
when a perfectly legitimate request 
is made by a perfectly legitimate 
news service that will serve in the 
neighborhood of ten million people? 


cies. Same method will apply when 
local stations are involved. 

Earnshaw-Young has opened a 
branch in Chicago and placed Nor- 
man Bauch, formerly with the Wes- 
sel Co., in charge. 





WPTF TRANSMITTER 


Charlotte, N. C., March 5. 

A site has been selected four 
miles from Raleigh for the erection 
of a new 5,000-watt transmitter for 
station WPTF. Early approval of 
the site by the Federal Radio Com- 
mission is expected. 

Station is now operating on ex- 
tended time at night as an experi- 
ment to see if it interferes with 
reception of a California station on 
the same wave length. 





Here and There 


Five stations in Alabama hooked 
together for first time Feb. 20 for 
Bibb Graves, candidate for gov- 
ernor. An innovation in the South 
as heretofore politicians have pre- 
ferred tc meet voters face to face. 





United Drug has switched agencies 
and will use over 200 stations in 
plugging its spring 1c sale. Previ- 
ous station setup supported by the 
drug combine tallied 184. Like the 
others the new series consists of 
five-minute platters. 





Lal Chand Mehra, who plays 
Hindu parts in motion pictures, is 
on three times a week at KMTR, 
Hollywood, talking on ‘practical 
philosophy.’ 

Bull Connor, sports announcer at 
WBRC, Birmingham, is a candidate 
for the Alabama Legislature. 





Thompson agency wants the net-, hiked off to Los Angeles with him 
for a brief stay there. 


Patterson cited a _ recent talk 


which he and M. H. Aylesworth had 
In its plaint to the web Thomp- with the President some weeks ago 


n which Roosevelt expressed the 


billed itself as the ‘Musical Cruise’|intention of supporting those me- 
diums aiding the legitimate manu- 
facturer and dealer, who should be 
favored instead of the bootlegger. 
With formation of the new federal 


-ommunications control system, the 


Federal Radio Commission, which 
has been against liquor broadcast- 


ing, will pass out of the picture, the 
President indicated. 

Networks have been giving much 
serious thought to liquor accounts, 
Patterson said, though fearing that 
their acceptance might offend many 


dry ears. That same fear of offense+,» 


has resulted in NBC’s turning down 
more laxative accounts, Patterson 
said. 

Exec also predicted the begin- 
ning of sponsored international 
broadcasts, stating that NBC is 
working on at least one account 
now, which, before the year is out, 
might become the first international 
broadcast for a bankroller. 





Los Angeles, March 5. 

Richard C. Patterson, Jr., exec. 
v.p. of NBC, left here Friday (2) 
for the east after an inspection tour 
of coast chain outlets. He was in 
Los Angeles three days, spending 
most of his time at the NBC studio 
on the Radio lot. 

He went from here to Phoenix, 
Ariz., and plans to take in stations 
in Texas and the Southern Atlantic 
states before arriving back in New 
York in time for the NBC board of 
directors’ meeting, March 16, 


GAS BUGGY COMPANY 
EYES DETROIT ACTS 


Detroit, March 5, 

One of the national automobile 
ma..ufacturers is known to be giving 
the local stage shows a weekly in- 
spection with an eye to uncovering 
talent that might be used on his 
national radio program. While Ford 
is rumored it might be either Gen- - 
eral Motors or Chrysler. 

Ford is rumored as the inter. 
ested party as he is supposed to be 
contemplating expanding his cur- 
rent program over CBS to include 
guest stars. 

Amos and Andy, while playing 
the Fox Theatre here were offered 
$16,000 for two broadcasts but 
Pepsodent holds an exclusive radio 
claim upon their services. 











TITLE SIMILARITY 


Can’t Be Two American Broadcast- 
ing Systems, Is Warning 








Los Angeles, March 5. ‘: 
Charging infringements of its 
name, American Broadcasting Sys- 


and were discussing the three lines 
of radios, each holding out for his 
own. A three-cornered argument 
followed, then hot words, and finally 
they were taken off in three differ- 
ent directions just as the fists were 


(Continued on page 44) 


H. J. MAXWELL’S JOB 


San Francisco, March 5. 
Reversing a previous decision to 


Edith Evans, warbler, has been 
renewed for five weeks on the Shell 
Hour, Los Angeles. 





Mohawk Carpet Mills through 





about 





KFWB’S NEW BRASS 
Hollywood, March 65. 
KFWB shook up its staff orches- 
tra and replaced 12 of the 17 tune- 


sters. 
Most of the changes were in the 


brass section. 


keep vacant the assistant to the 
western manager’s post vacated by 
Cc. L. McCarthy, Don Gilmon, NBC 
vice prez and western prexy, has 
named H. J. Maxwell to the post. 

Effective immediately, Maxwell 
steps up to the new job from the 
desk of office manager and auditor, 
where he is replaced by F. V. Del- 
lett, former assistant auditor. 





15 minute a, m. spots on NBC's red 


starting March 20. 
volved 19 stations. 








tem, with headquarters here, has 
served notice on the American 
Broadcasting System recently an- 
nounced in New York, requesting 
that the latter change its title or 


B. B. D. & O. has picked two-week | eourt legal entanglements. 


Notice to cease was served on 


( .EAF) link for a musical affair] behalf of William M. Arms, coast 
Hookup in-|showman, who claims priority to 
that title since June, 1918, during 
which time intervening campaigns 
WJR, Detroit, has the necessary have been conducted in numerous 
sanction from the FRC and will] western and midwestern states by 
move its transmitter to new site| means of 


etherizing and loud 





ready to use June 1. 


speaker programs, 
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Paley in Annual Report Deprecates 
‘Straightjacket’ for Broadcasting: 
Air Voluntarily Censors Programs 


In his report for 1933 which he 
submitted to the CBS board of di- 
rectors last week William S. Paley 
took issue with those advocating 
censorship and a more stringent 
regulation of broadcasting. Radio, 
he said, has proved itself capable in 
the few years of its existence of 


regulating itself and it was his 
opinion that the medium could go 
on working out its own problems in 
the public interest without having 
the ‘throttling hands of a too rigor- 
ous regulation” laid upon it. 





Radio Literacy Test 





Fort Wayne, March 6. 
All applicants for jobs on 
Wowo and WGL studio 
staffs must pass an _ intelli- 
gence exam., as compiled by 
F. C. Zieg, head of the station. 
In addition to the general 
routine of such questionnaires, 
one’s knowledge of geography, 
history, agriculture and math- 
ematics is also taxed. Idea be- 
hind it is to be able to catalog 

person's ability immediately. 











Like the press broadcasting busi- 
ness, opined Paley, will thrive best 
all around when left free of cen- 
sorship. As for over-regulation 
there is a ‘rigidity that retards 
growth.’ Paley averred that if those 
urging a governmental ‘straight- 
jacket’ on broadcasting’s operations 
only knew of the energy, the 
thought, and sacrifice that are go- 
ing into the medium’s effort to im- 
prove itself they would agree that 
censorship is an unnecessary evil 
which should never be allowed to 
be substituted for the editorial 
rather than censorial function radio 
voluntarily exercises. 

Columbia, he saic, has. per- 
sistently, despite ‘temptations of 
added revenue,’ declined to take 
programs which it felt would be 
contrary to the public’s interest. He 
declared that he knew that the 
public would be astonished if it | ! 
knew of the income sacrificed by 
the leading broadcast enterprises in 
good 
morals and honest business. 


Hartford, Radie’s Dog 
Town, Gets Another 
2-Way Program Test 


Hartford, March 5. 

Hartford has again been chosen 
by the Radio Cooking Club of 
America as a test city for its ex- 
perimental schools in a huge audi- 
torium and broadcast at the same 
time. 

Cooking school will open the first 
of its sessions in Foot Guard Hall 
on April 3 and continue through to 
April 6 with displays and demon- 
strations in the huge arena. Two 
hours of time has been purchased 
on WDRC when the series will be 
broadcast. The school, supported 
by the larger national advertisers 
and managed by Gordon Strick of 
Baltimore, is called the ‘two way 
cooking school.’ 


GOLD MEDAL ON CBS 
WITH 4-NAME SHOW 


Talent set-up for Gold Medal’s 
Saturday Night Party, which starts 
March 26, will include Abe Lyman’s 
combo, Helen Morgan, Jean Sar- 
gent and Everett Marshall. Pro- 
gram, plotted for an hour, will take 
36 stations on CBS. 

It will be the first night-time 
ballyhoo for the Gold Medal brand 
of flour, Entry of Pillsbury, with 
the Minneapolis Symphony, on the 
evening list had something to do 
with Gold Medal’s move. 





ft 














CAN’T CAST PROGRAM 


WBT Sets Stunt, but Human Fly 
Had No Understudy 








~~ Charlotte, N. C., March 5. 
WBT secured a sponsor last week 
for a novelty stunt and then 


couldn’t go through with it. Stunt 
was for a human fly to climb the 
outside of the 10-story building in 
which WBT has its studios. On the 
way up, by means of a lapel mike, 
the human fly would keep up a run- 
ning comment for which an adver- 
tiser was willing to pay. 

With the deal closed, WBT sent 
for Daredevil Wood, professional 
building-climber, but found he had 
tired of waiting and left town. 
WBT didn’t have an understudy or 
a@ mountain climber on its staff. 





Preston, 
Herald and Traveler, that every re- 
porter, editor and other employee 
of his organization has been in- 
structed to be strictly neutral in 
any controversy involving the Yan- 
kee Network News Service and its 
employees. Certain evidences have 
reached us, however, 
seem to indicate that this injunc- 
tion is not being followed out to 
the letter. 
fluences in Boston that may be 
working against us, 
no contacts 


John Shepard Fights 





(Continued from page 43) 


‘We have the assurance of E. W. 
publisher of the Boston 


that would 


As for any other in- 


we have had 


ey in the matter.’ 
Asks “4elp 
‘Now to get back to Mr. Schwartz 


—he is the man who is feared by 
every subordinate officer im the po- 
‘lice department and for a good rea- 
son. For Mr. Schwartz has had a 
‘large 
transfers within the department and 
‘if you know anything about police 
work you will appreciate the mean- 
ing which the phrase ‘being sent out 
n the sticks’ conveys to the aver- | 
age policeman. 


part in arranging police 


‘Mr. Schwartz has been a stormy 


petrel in Boston municipal affairs 
since he was a member of the City 
Law Department, when his actions 
on frequent occasions met with the 
displeasure of his superiors. Since 
he became Mr. Hultman’s adviser, 
he has continued to antagonize peo- 


ple with whom he has had contact.’ 

Grant wound up his,radio pleas 
by asking listeners to help the net- 
work fight for news broadcasts by 
writing to the Governor and the 
Mayor. 

On Thursday, March 1, the Yan- 
kee Network News Service started 
to operate over the web on the fol- 
lowing schedule: WNAC at 7:15 
a.m., 12:20, 6 and 11 p.m., and over 
WAAB at 8 a.m., 3, 7 and 9:45 p.m. 
In addition, two periods are radio- 
cast to the Yankee Network ex- 
clusive of Boston stations, for those 
stations whose program commit- 
ments prevent them taking the 
other schedules, These periods are 
at 1:30 and 6:30 p.m. 

As before, there are thirty-word 
flashes given during. the station 
breaks at every half hour. This 
continues all during the day and 
evening. 

Only paper in Boston that is con- 
tinuing its news broadcasts is the 


Christian Science Monitor. All 
other’ papers have: discontinued 
their radio news affiliations. The 


Monitor’s broadcast is of a com- 
mentative type and is not affected 
by the radio-press act. It will con- 
tinue on WBZ as usual except that 
in harmony with the general agree- 
ment it will use none of the news 
which it receives from the press or- 
ganizations. 

American is going to continue its 
feature period at 11 a.m. every day 
over WAAB. On Monday, Wednes- 
day and Friday this will consist of 
Martha Lee’s cooking school, on 
Tuesday a fashion period, on Thurs- 
day the home institute, and on Sat- 
urday their feature forecaster. 

Boston Publishers Association, of 
which every Boston newspaper is a 
member, met Feb. 28 and voted that 
no broadcasts of local news would 
be made, effective the next day. 
They also agreed to make no men- 
tion in their program listings of 
any period tnat could by any stretch 
of the imagination be regarded as 
devoted to news. 

Various commentators such as 
Lewell Thomas, Boak Carter, Edwin 


that would indicate | 
whether they have a definite pol- 


Lehn & Fink to CBS 


Lehn and Fink’s Sunday night 
Hall of Fame session will switch 
networks as well as agencies April 
8. Columbia gets the half hour 
show after the April 1 broadcast 
on NBC. Latter will be the last 
program handled through the Ruth- 
rauff and Ryan agency. For the next 
13 weeks Lennen & Mitchell will do 
the supervising. 

NBC is currently clearing the 
show at 10:30 p.m. over the red 
(WEAF) link. Niche it will fill on 
CBS Sundays is from 9:30 to 10 
EST, which means taking over half 
of the hour now held by Linit. 


I. D. LEVY GIN 
SHOWS SHARE 
SALES % 


Philadelphia, March 5. 

Arrangement which L D. Levy, as 
head of the Radio Promotion Corp., 
has on Silver Wedding Gin with the 
Schenley interests is the first of its 
kind in broadcasting. Levy furnishes 
the time and the entertainment and 
pays all bills entailed and from the 
liquor combine collects a stipulated 











amount on each case of the &. W. 


brand sold in the areas covered by 
the broadcasts. Levy’s promotion 
tie-in embraces Pennsylvania, New 
York, New Jersey, Delaware and 
Louisiana, which he figures covers 
42% of the legally wet market. 

On his own station, WCAU, Phil- 
adelphia, Levy uses live entertain- 
ment, while on the outlets from 


‘which he buys time the program 


consists of recorded sports spiels 
by Boake Carter. 





Cc. Hill and the rest found their 
names. left out om March 1. Also 
deleted were the listings of periods 
devoted to weather forcasts, these, 
in the opinion of the publishers, 
being news. 

Mention of the shopping services 
on the various’ stations were 
omitted. Programs which the news- 
papers were obviously in doubt 
,about were listed simply as ‘record- 
ings,’ regardless of whether these 
programs comprised live talent. 





Lincoln, March 5. 

Foster May, KFOR newscaster, 
has accumulated a lot of interest in 
his 15 minute period from 6:30 to 
6:45 p. m. each weekday except 
Saturday and listening attention 
becomes pretty generally concen- 
trated on the small 250-watt station 
during those periods. — 

May covers the police station, 
city hall, state capitol, university 
and a few family scraps to spice it 
up. KFOR is the only station in 
this area which has a news period 
sponsored directly by the station. 
Program was started just about a 
month ago. Spot in the daily pro- 
gram catches the town on a full 
stomach, just leaning back from the 
dinner table. 





Chieago, March 5. 

Newspaper-owned stations ap- 
pear little inclined to relinquish 
natural advantages in the matter 
of new broadcasts. WGN, owned 
by the Chicago Tribune, is in the 
van of such stations. Apparently a 
chief objection to the mews bureau 
set up under James Barrett by the 
networks is that big outlets dislike 
offering the public the same 600 
words of sterilized news comment 
that is available to any and all sta- 
tions for $12.50 a month. 

Provisos setting 9:30 a. m. and 
9 p. m. as the earliest hours for offi- 
cially sanctioned news flashes is 
creating a situation whereby indi- 
vidual stations seek to broadcast 
exactly on the minute it’s legal 
whereas the networks because of 
across-the-board commitments to 
commercials can’t get on the air 
until an hour later when they must 
follow with the same material used 
by rival stations. 





Los Angeles, March 5. 

Guy Earl, president of KNX, left 
here Friday (2) for Chicago for 
conferences with independent radio 
station operators from various 
parts of the country, to launch the 
proposed indie national air news 
service. 

Earl goes as representative of 20 
or more western stations. Confabs 
are being held today (5). 





from New York. 


Artist Bureau Reasons 





By RALPH WONDERS 
(Mgr. Columbia Artists Bureau) 


recently about talent representa- 
tives who ‘rendered ncthing but 
commissions.’ 
an artist’s representative doesn't 
deserve much. But at Columbia, 
we render a type of service not 
available elsewhere. 

For instance—we know radio 
showmanship. Columbia knows the 
technique of making stars. Our ex- 
perience and advice—plus their own 
good work—have done a let te put 
on the top rungs of the ladder such 
stars as Kate Smith, Morton Down- 
ey, the Boswell Sisters, the Mills 
Brothers, Edwin C. Hil, Isham 
Jones, Gertrude Niesen, Little Jack 
Little, Col. Stoopnagle & Budd, 
Nino Martini, Tony Wons, Charles 
Carlile, Tito Guizar, Vera Van, Casa 
Loma Orchestra, the Eton Boys, 
and a score of others. Remember 
the recent World-Telegram poll of 
radio editors throughout the coun- 
try, which gave so many honors to 
Columbia stars. 
These stars are not only on the 
top rungs of the radio ladder; they 
are at the top of things in practi- 
cally all other branches of the en- 
tertainment world. 
We don’t want to appear to be 
taking all the credit for their suc- 
eess. You know that unless they 
were good at the start they wouldn't 
have gotten there. But the wrong 
kind of advice and almost any kind 


Actors Equity had a let te say 


According to Equity, 


of mismanagement in these days of 
competition would land even a fine 
artist back of the eight ball. 
That’s why we say we 
more than commissions, 


When an artist needs it, we as. 
sign some one of Celumbia’s staff 
te coach him. We work with a 
newcomer’s material and experi- 
ment with different styles of pro- 
grams in order to get the best ef. 
fects. We watch out to get the 
most favorable air spots we can get 
for all of our pecple. We put in 
back of them the resources of one 
of the best publicity departments in 
the field. We contact the advertis- 
ing agencies constantly’ on behalf 
of our artists and we give them 
complete representation in every 
branch of the entertainment busi- 
ness. The sum total of all these 
things is beyond the power of the 
ordinary agent to give his attrac- 
tions. 


Many of the agents are able to 
book their artists only after a build- 
up in one of the entertainment 
flelds. Because Goltumbia ean give 
an artist the finest kind of radio 
build-up, it is, therefore, unlike any 
other talent bureau. It does some- 
thing the ordinary manager cannot 
do—it gives before it gets. It often 
gives for months before it gets any 
return at all. 

More than commissions? You can 
be sure Columbia renders more, and 
then some more, than commissions 
—and always will. 


render 





Announcers Pinch-Hit 
As Sterm Keeps WSJS 
Off Columbia Network 


Winston-Salem, N. C.,. March 5. 
Sleet and hail forced WCJS off 
the air for 24 hours last week when 
all telephone and power lines in 
this section of North Carolina were 


put out of service. WSJS is still 
off the Columbia Broadcasting 
chain, unable to get a wire in here 





Station has been using’ records 
and pressing announcers into serv- 
ice as entertainers to weather the 
enforced period off the chain. Tele- 
phone company promises wire by 
Monday (March 5). 

Johnny Miller, announcer, has 
been going over the ether as a bari- 
tone crooner and Walter Haislip, 
announcer, has been doing a little 
piano soloing to fill in between pro- 
grams. Station been signing off 
two hours in afternoon and an hour 
earlier at night to take care of loss 
of Columbia programs. Lights went 
off Sunday, February 25, after Ford 
program and nothing has come in 
over wire since. 





‘Little Italy’ and Coal 
Season End April 1st 


Blue Coal has set April i as the 
folding date for the ‘Little Italy’ 
series on CBS. 

Script show made its debut on a 
Tuesday and Thursday night sched- 
ule the first week in October last. 





CBS DIRECTORY 


WEAN Providence 
WFEBL Syracuse 
WFBM Indianoplis 
WBT Charlotte WFEA Manchester 
WCCO Minneapolis} WGLC Hudson F'lls 
WJSV Washington |WGR Buffalo 
WKRC Cincinnatti |WGST Atlanta 
Affiliates WHAS Louisville 
KDB Santa B’rabra|WHEC Rochester 
KERN Bakersfield |WHE Cleveland 
KFAB Lincoln WHP M4SHarrisburg 
KFBK Sacramento |[WIBW Topeka 
KFH Wichita WICC Bridgeport 
KFPY Spokane WIND Gary 

KFRC S'n Fr'ncisevo|WIP Philadelphia 
KGB San Diego WISN Milwaukee 
KGMB Honolulu WJAS Pittsburgh 
KHJ Los Angeles |WKBH La Crosse 
KRLA Little Rock |WKBN Youngstow: 
KLZ Denver WKBW Buffalo 
KMBC Kansas City|WLAC Nashville 
KMJ Fresno WLBW Erie 

KOH Reno WLBZ Bangor 
KOIN Portland WMAS Springfield 
KOL Seattle WMBD Peoria 
KOMA Okla. City |WMBG Richmond 
KRLD Dallas WMBR Jacks’nville 
KSCJ Sioux City WMT Waterloo 
KSL Salt Lake City}|WNAC Boston 
KTAT Ft. Worth WNAX Yankton 
KTRH Houston WODX Mobile 
KTSA San Antonio |WOKO Albany 
KTUL Tulsa WORC Rochester 
KVI Tacoma WOwWO Ft. Wayne 
KWG Stockton WPG Atlantic City 
WAAB Boston WQAM Miami 
WACO Waco WREC Memphis 
WADC Akron WRR Dallas 

WPEIG Greensboro |WSBT South Bend 
WBRC Birmingh’m|WSFA Montgomery 
WCAH Columbus |WSJS Winst’n-S’lem 
WCAO Baltimore WSPD Toledo 
WCAU Phil’deiphia|WTAR Norfolk 
WDAE Tampa WTOC Savannah 
WDBJ Roanoke WWVA Wheeling 
WDBO Orlando CFRB Toronto 
WDOD Chattano’galCKAC Montreal 
WDRC Hartford CKLW Detroit 





WABC New 
KMOX St. 


York 
Louis 
WBBM Chicago 





LOCAL SURVEYS 
OF RADIO BY 
CWA 


Birmingham, March 6. 
Civil Works Administration has 
run out of ways to keep its men 
busy so they have been put to work 
making a radio survey in greater 


Birmingham. About 40 men are 
busy canvassing to get the number 
of sets here. The survey will cost 
around $3,600. 





Minneapolis, March 5. 

A new ‘drive’ on radio interfere 
ence here is under the CWA. Radio 
stations are cooperating through 
announcements urging listeners-in 
to notify ‘radio elimination sur- 
vey headquarters’ if interference 
bothers their reception. 


2 MCA Bands Rivals; 
1 Has Stein Blessing, 
Other Gets the Job 


Though affiliated with the Music 
Corp. of America Jimmy Grier, who 
joined the Woodbury show on CBS 
yesterday (Monday), got the as- 
signment in competition with an- 
other combo, Carl Lofner, submitted 
by the same booking office. 

Tom Rockwell, Bing Crosby's 
manager, expressed a preference for 
the Grier unit, but William Stein, 
MCA v.p., who had been furnishing 
the band for the program, insisted 
that the job go to Lofner. Agency 
on the account, Lennen & Mitchell, 
finally put the choice up to Crosby 
personally and the warbler wired 
from Hollywood that it was Grier. 
Price asked by Grier group was 
$100 over the salary set by MCA 
for Lofner. 

Indications are that Crosby will 
not resignature for the Woodbury 
stanza when his current contract 
expires six weeks hence. He has 
plans for a tour of personal appear- 
ances following the completion of 
his present picture obligations. 











Scandinavian Dialect Act 
Clicks in Minn. Theatres 


Minneapolis, March 5. 

‘Feena and Tim,’ skit on WCCO, 
is playing theatre dates for Publix. 
Opened at Mankato, Minn., and 
business reported big. 

Cast is headed by Peg Beckmark, 
the author of the skits, who plays 
Teena, servant girl, in Scandinavian 
dialect. Other members of the com- 
pany are Bobby Jellison, Doug Bald- 








WDSU New Orleans 


win and Stan Thompson. 
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— THE ARTISTS 


BUREAU... o¢ re 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


Rhoda Arnold 
Boswell Sisters 
Connie Boswell 
Elizabeth Barthell 
Taylor Buckley 
Marion Bergeron 
Charles Carlile 
Crane Calder 


Abram Chasins 
(Radio only) 


Morton Downey 
Do Re Mi Trio 


Emery Deutsch 
and his Gypsy Violin 


Mary Eastman 

Eton Boys Quartet 
Evan Evans 

Sylvia Froos 

Fray and Braggiotti 
Five Spirits of Rhythm 
Fred Feibel 

Tito Guizar 
Connie Gates 
Arthur Godfrey 
Edwin C. Hill 
George Jessel 


H. V. Kaltenborn 
(Radio only) 


Roger Kinne 
Kennan and Phillips 
Little Jack Little 

Ann Leaf 

Edith Murray 
Evelyn MacGregor 
Melodeers Quartet 


Lon McAdams 
Gertrude Niesen 
Gypsy Nina 
William O'Neal 
The Playboys 
Earl Palmer 

Bill Perry 

Phil Regan 

Reis and Dunn 


Carson Robison 
and his Buckaroos 


Claude Rees 

Charles Robinson 

Kate Smith 

Col. Stoopnagle & Budd 
Bob Standish 

Vera Van 

Alexander Woollicott 
Tony Wons 

Mark Warnow 

Frederic William Wile 


SPECIAL ANNOUNCERS 
AND ACTORS 


Andre Baruch 
Hugh Conrad 
Paul Douglas 
Stephen Fox 
Ted Husing 

Ken Roberts 
David Ross 
Harry VonZell 
Davidson Taylor 


presents the following artists 


under its exclusive management 


Bert Parks 

William Randol, Jr. 
Carlyle Stevens 
William Brenton 


ORCHESTRAS AND 
CONDUCTORS 


Howard Barlow 
Ray Block 


Leon Belasco 

and his Orchestra 
Jeno Bartal 

and his Orchestra 
Charles Barnett 

and his Orchestra 
Glen Gray and his 

Casa Loma Orchestra 
Jimmy Carr 

and his Orchestra 
Benny Carter 

and his Orchestra 
Emery Deutsch 
Eli Dantzig 

and his Orchestra 
John C. Diehl 

and his Orchestra 
Jerry Freeman 

and his Orchestra 
Felix Ferdinando 

and his Orchestra 
Johnny Green 
George Hall 

and his Orchestra 


Claude Hopkins 
and his Orchestra 


Billy Hays 
and his Orchestra 


Isham Jones 
and his Orchestra 


Andre Kostelanetz 
Albeit Kavelin 

and his Orchestra 
Little Jack Little - 

and his Orchestra 
Enoch Light 

and his Orchestra 
Allen Leafer 

and his Orchestra 
Frank La Marr 

and his Orchestra 
Richard Messner 

and his Orchestra 
Ozzie Nelson 

and his Orchestra 
Pancho 

and his Orchestra 
Freddie Rich 

and his Orchestra 
Jacques Renard 

and his Orchestra 
Louis Russell 

and his Orchestra 
Sam Robbins 

and his Orchestra 
Mischa Raginsky 

and his Orchestra 
Leith Stevens 
Harry Simeone 
Vincent Travers 

and his Orchestra 
Fess Williams 

and his Orchestra 


The Artists Bureau also offers the concert and opera artists under the direction of the 
COLUMBIA CONCERTS CORPORATION OF COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM, INC. 











THE ARTISTS BUREAU OF THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
485 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY 


STAFF: 


° WICKERSHAM 2-2000 


Ralph J.Wonders, Manager @ F. Leroy Wilson, Business Manager ¢ Peter Delima, Assistant Manager ¢ Paul Ross, Theatre Bookings 


Al Zugsmith, Orchestra Bookings @ Neil Conklin, Orchestra Bookings ¢ Moxine Freeman, Club Engagements © Edmond Supple, Publicity 
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Press with No Direct Revenue from 
Baseball Grumbles as Stations Seek 


To Commercialize Season's Games 





Chicago, March 5. 

Another rumpus between news- 
papers and radio is in the making 
over the increasing tendency of the 
etherites to invade the baseball 
field. Radio is making every effort 
to turn the tide of baseball away 
from night games to daylight in the 
hope of selling them as com- 
mercials, 

Radio has found baseball profit- 
able, and so have the stations. But 
there is a constantly decreasing 
supply of baseball as the minor 
league parks shift from day ° to 
night ball games. And for. radio 
there is no .possibility of evening 
broadcasts bécause of the compéti- 
tion and fight-of-way of the big 
network shows. 

Newspapers are starting to get 
their backs up again over this new 
phase of competition. Newspapers 
have never made any direct money 
from baseball, other than from a 
circulation standpoint. And there's 
no question that the newspapers 





have made baseball the great na- 
tional pastime. From sandlots right 
up to the World’s Series baseball 
gets more free space than any spe- 
cial feature in newspaperdom. 
Which Way to Turn? 


Baseball itself is still largely 
skeptical of radio and feels etheriz- 
ing might hurt attendance, 


In New York, radio i: absolutely 
taboo. : Likewise in Pittsburgh and 
this year in St. Louis though that 
town had radio broadcasts last sea- 
son. The Cleveland club is keeping 
radio out. by asking $7.500 for the 
radio rights. In one town last year, 
after barring radio, the ball club 
appointed a quartet of guards. to 
see that. no radio man got-into the 
park and if they did get in not. to 
allow them to get to a telephone, 
no matter what excuse. 


However, this doesn’t worry radio 
as much as the night bali games are 
concerned. Radio figures that as 
long as the games are daylight 
radio will get a crack at them, if 
not this, year then next. 

ee worry, is particularly annoy - 








LYN MURRAY and 


Wed. 11:15 A.M. 


the FOUR SHOWMEN | 
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ing in the small town situations 
where night games are the rule. 
For instance, the Wheaties com- 
pany, having some additional coin 
to spend decided to use baseball in 
several towns. And then ran into 
night 











difficulties. Because of the 
situations. Wheaties was able to 
locate only two spots for sponsor- 
ship, Des Moines and Buffalo. 
Portland, Ore., March 5. 
Exclusive rights to broadcast 
games played this season by the 


Portland baseball club has been 
granted to station KEX. This was 
announced by Thomas L. Turner, 
president of the club, following the 
signing of a formal agreement. 
Terms of the agreement specify 
that KEX will release not only the 
games played out of town, as has 
been done by local radio stations in 
previous years, but all games played 
in Portland as well. Present plans 
by .KEX call ‘for covering the 
seventh, eighth and ninth innings of 
all hime games, The agreement also 
provides Tor telegraphic coverage 
of games played out of town. The 
announcer willbe Rollie Truitt. 
The first game KEX will broad- 
cast will be the opener, April 3, at 
Los’ Angeles, The first home game 
will be April 17,* with Hollywood 
playing at Portland. 
To stimulate interest in baseball 
and baseball broadcasts KEX an- 
nounced plans to form a _ baseball 


sehool. Sessions will be released 
rover the air. There” will be two 
classes, Class A for boys old 


enough to be prospective players 


for the Portland: Club and Class B 
for boys of grammar and junior 
high school age, 





ote: Cincinnati, March 5. 
While Powel Cresley is the prin- 
cipal owner and. prexy of the Cin- 
cinnati Reds baseball company, the 
business affairs are handled by 





Larry McPhail, gen. mgr. Latter 
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Basic CBS @ Associate Yankee Network 
CONNECTICUT 


x MARKS THE SPOT” 


Sold to National and Local Accounts 





Mar. 





3 6P.M.. 7P.M. 8P.M.° 9P.M.  10P.M. 
4 34 i 15 30 45 {| 15 30 45 4 15 230° 45 |" 15 30 45 | 15 30 
‘SUN. | ©] ©/X| @|X/X) |X| | ©/X|X[X|XXIX|X|X 











MON. __||X{°|X/X/X|X|X[X|X/|X|X|X[X 


X|X|X 






































| X 

W D m Cc ‘TUES. | ©|X| ©/X)X/X|X|X|X| |X| X|XIX] ©] o|X|X 

Bn flag WED. | ©|X| ©/)X/X|X|X|X|X|X|K|X/X|K|X|K|AKIK 

FULL TIME 46 HOURS DAILY | PHURS._| °iX|°/XIX|X|X|X| ©|X|X|X|X/X[X|X|X[X 
The Advertising Test Station ‘FRI. ©|X| |X) X|X| KX) X|X|X|X| AAA X| XX 

in the Advertising Test City ‘SAT. ©|X| °|X) 0) °|X'! ©) X|X|MK/X|X|X|X|X|X|X 








Tuesday, March 6, 1934 





——_—3 





~~ 
—————-- 





Petrillo Bans Chi Musicians from 
Simultaneous Broadcast-Recording 





Chicago, March 5. 
Jimmy Petrillo, president of the 
Chicago Federation of Musicians, 


last week cracked down on all radio 
discing taken simultaneously with 
broadcast and recorded directly 
from the broadcast wires. Has 
ruled that radio platterizing is a 
separate function and industry and 
therefore must be conducted entire- 
ly separate from ethering. This 
ruling, of course, holds as long as 





last week called representatives of 
Cincy’s five stations together for a 
discussion of rates covering this 
year’s radio concession. McPhail 
explained that Crosley is maintain- 
ing a hands-off policy and placed 
him entirely in charge of whatever 
settlement is agreed upon. McPhail 
set $4,000 as the price for exclusive 
rights—$2,500 apiece for two sta-. 
tions and $2,000 apiece for three 
station. These figures guarantee a 
minimum of 85 games for broad- 
casting, only 13 of which are to be 
home games. And for the out-of- 
town games the station or stations 
pay the wire charges. Additional 
compensation for the ball club is 
demanded in the form of five an- 
nouncements each day, between 10 
a..m. and 2 p. m., for home games, 
and frequent noon and evening pro- 


on which are to be heard talks by 
Reds and visiting players. McPhail 
also reserves the right to say how 
many commercial accounts may be 
linked with the baseball broadcast- 
ing. 

McPhail set another meeting of 
the broadcasters for this week, when 
he asked them to submit accept- 
ances or counter proposals of his 
scale. 





Gillette Safety Razor Co. has 
placed minute recordings on a twice 
daily scheduled for 26 week days 
through March on 111 stations. 
Discs - produced. and time booked 
by the World Broadcasting System. 
Ruthrauff & Ryan is the agency. 





Marmola Co., Chicago, through 
the Kaster Agency has placed on 
KMBC, Kansas City, and KMOX, 
St. Louis, for 13 weeks 15 minute 
recordings, ‘Lovemaking Incorpo- 
rated,’ at che rate of two a week. 
World Broadcasting produced 











cleared the series. 


grams in the course of the season. | 

















_ PERSONAL 


MANAGEMENT 


TED BRAUN 


Manager 


ELLIS LEVY 


SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE 
STATION KFRC 


J. C. LEWIS, JR. 
Associates 


RADIO—THEATRICAL—SCREEN 


THOMAS LEE ARTISTS BUREAU 


BOOKING REPRESENTATIVE FOR DON LEE BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


ROBERT BRAUN 


LOS ANGELES OFFICE 
STATION KHJ 





there are any musicians on the 
program. 

Under the previous arrangement 
radio discs could be taken off the 
broadcast wires on the payment of 
an additional stipend of $30 per 
man per disc. With the new order 
in effect no direct off-the-wire re- 
cording is permissible despite ad- 
ditional coin for the job. Recorded 
shows must now be turned out 
either before or after the broad- 
cast. 

Chicago rates as the first town 
thus far to insist upon this flat and 
distinct cleavage between broad- 
casts and recordings. Petrillo this 
week will hold a meeting with Jos. 
N. Weber, president of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians, upon 
further development of this ruling, 











TO COLUMBIA 


Radio's tallest self-supporting verti- 
cal radiater joins all stations of the 
World's greatest network in extend- 
ing heartiest congratulations to Co- 
lumbia’s officials whose foresight and 
ability have been so ably demon- 


strated. 


“OVER 3,200 PROGRAM ORIGINA- 
TIONS FROM KMBC TO COLUM- 
BIA’S WESTERN NETWORK SINCE 
OCTOBER, 1931.” 


ARTHUR B. CHURCH, 
Vice-President and 
General Manager. 


WwW 


4 MIDLAND BROADCASTING CO. 
Station KMBC Kansas City, Missoun 

‘ New York Offices: 17 East 49th Seress 

Phone: Eldorado 5-5070 


IN THE HEART OF 
AMERICA 



























THE CADETS 
QUARTETTE 


4:45 P. M. 
(Sendol) 
CBS Mon. and Thur. Nite 


Week Days 

















FRED FEIBEL 


ORGANIST 


Broadcasting daily weekdays on CBS 


Organist, Paramount, New York 
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Hello Everybody 


BOAKE CARTER 


Speaking 


STATION WCAU PHILADELPHIA 
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Woodbury Hour for 
Lennen & Mitchell, 
WABC-Columbia 


Broadcasting System, 
Mondays, 8.30-9 P.M. 


perator 13 for 
M-G-M, Hot Air’ for 
Warner Bros., Strictly 
Dynamite for RKO 


Opening May7th, Pal- 
Forel Ulssmmm Nat-Xolig-Mel ate 
Witowarelia medica Relateloys 
BRUNSWICK RECORDS 


Personal Management 


THOMAS G. ROCKWELL 




















ee ete be paca sates 


~ 








ERAN wry 


7 


Wom, 





- 
‘ 
a 
¥ 


i 















VARIETY 


RADIO 








FOSS OLE HOG PROT ET EEE RD PT 4 Pee PEE EP eS 6 ee PRT eee Tre 


RADIO CHATTER 


{ Rite bi 4s bbt 04 04 0444 et Ot Et Pt PE Peet ie Ft at eee ae 


New York 


Sisters of Skillet and Joe Penner 
did cuffo guesting for Paul White- 
man at Biltmore 

Herbert Kerkow off ‘Sales Man- 
agement’ and now in Detroit. 

George Jessel returns from Flor- 
fda March 12, 

NBC points 





feea be tinvs 





Roosevelt in his first year in office 
spoke 26 times over the air, or once 
every forntight. 


Gertrude Berg played her 1,000th 
script for Pepsodent and NBC on 
March 2, 

George Jessel raised $2,000 for his 
pet charity with a Florida benefit 
performance, 

Frank Novak and Frank Banta 
form a piano team under the title 
‘Octopus of the Piano’, 

Anthony Frome plays that post- 
poned Paramount N.Y. date March 9. 

Charles Previn goes to Chicago 
for a commercial after eight months 
leading Paramount theatre or- 
chestra, 

Whitney Bolton's reaction to his 
first broadcast over WNEW in- 
spired him to an imaginative article 
comparing the experience to Sing 





out that President 














JIMMY Sing with Announcer Ted Webbe as 
his executioner, 
KEMPER Groucho Marx family is motoring 


in from California to join the comic 
who is now a radloite. 

Vera Van goes back with the 
George Jessel CBS sustainer on 
March 17. 

CBS has added a Wednesday 
night spot to Edith Murray’s sched- 
ule making it two a week in all 


























THE MEXICAN MINSTREL 


TITO GUIZAR 


Mid-day Serenade Sunday 12:30; Thursday 6:30 FP. M.—WABO 
Management—COLUMBIA ARTISTS BUREAU 























Colonel Stoopnagie afflicted with 
laryngitis all last week but did both 
his Camel shows. 

Molle hands renewals as of this 
week to the Jesters and Shirley 
Howard. 

Colgate’s Arthur Boran, dialect 
comic, goes into Roxy, New York, 
week of March 16. 


A year’s incumbency at the St. 
Moritz hotel appropriately cele- 
brated Tuesday (6) by Leon Be- 
lasco. 

Phil Spitalny has lost social 
standing since becoming a Ken- 
tucky colonel. 

John Royal went along with 
NBC’s contingent of talent for the 
White House Correspondents’ din- 
ner in Washington. 

Niela Godelle, Buddy Roger’s 
warb standby, stays on in New 
York for a mike contract. 

Jack Davidson, Ruthrauff & 
Ryan’s network program contact, 
may switch to Briscoe & Gold- 
smith, talent and literary booking 
office, 

Modern Screen Review affair on 
WMCA, New York, and WPRO, 
Providence, has been renewed, with 
Robert Landrum, Sam Taylor and 
Conrad and Tremont retained. 

Jack Denny wouldn't take a cut 
on the American Oil whirl on CBS 
unless it was for 21 weeks. Katz 
agency offered eight at a clip or the 
stretch stipulated by the bandman 
if his services became exclusive. 
Proposition no go either way and 
Freddie Martin replaced Denny. 

Maxwell House no want Annette 
Hanshaw to take elocution lessons. 

Tom tLuckenbill, J. Walter 
Thompson producer recently moved 
in from Chicago, has been assigned 
to the Royal Gelatine, Jergens and 
the New York end of the Chase & 
Sanborn shows. 

Eddie Peabody has been added to 
Pure Oil's Saturday night sessions 
over WJZ. 

John J. Troun, reader for book 














OF THE 


Catherine the Great......-.Historical Drama 


HEAD OFFICE 


KHJ 


LOS ANGELES 


DON LEE 
BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


WESTERN UNIT 


Columbia Broadcasting System 


Currently being released from our California Studios to the entire Columbia 
network are the following programs: 


General Cigar Company....Guy Lombardo—Burns and Allen 
Woodbury Soap Co........Bing Crosby—Gus Arnheim 

Oid Gold Cigarettes ........Ted Fio Rito—Dick Powell 

Pontiac Antomobiles ......“Surprise Party’—Raymond Paige 
Charis Company.........-Louella Parsons—Raymond Paige 
California Melodies........Raymond Paige and Movie Celebrities 





publishers, told °em over KNEW 
last Tuesday (27) something about 
the inside of the publishing busi- 
ness, 

Leo Reisman has Thelma Nevins, 
who hails from Washington, D. C., 
back on his Philip Morris show. 


Philadelphia 


Iry Strassman, WDAS chief engi- 
neer, left the station last week to 
connect with RCA as microphone 
technician. 


True story about Jerry Crowley, 
WIP program manager, is_ that 
Crowley really had that offer to go 
into the Russian Embassy, but 
turned it down. Jerry studied at 
the Foreign Service School while at 
Georgetown, before coming to Philly. 

John Hays subbed for Andy Stan- 
ton, WIP sports aircaster, while the 
latter journeyed to Florida for the 
heavyweight go, with Ray Fabiani, 
dean of Philly’s wrestling promoters. 

WCAU cooking school receiving a 
temporary setback while its con- 
ductor, Elsie Caroll, takes time out 
for a bad case of mumps. 

Comely Doris Chalfonte, WCAU 
blonde hostess, leaves the studio for 
an advertising connection with the 
McKee Albright Agency. 

WIP aired the 5lst annual ban- 
quet of the class of 1883 of Phila. 
Central High School—one of the 
oldest schools in America. Ellis 
Gimbel, of the department store 
family, who is president of the class, 
acted as the program's master of 
ceremonies. 

WFI planning local build-up for 
Anthony Cuoda’s act, ‘Tony and 








Dandelion’, Show is town's only 
comedy, recently imported from 
Chicago. 


Three Roberts Brothers in town 
for a night club show. First got 
their start on WIP. 

Mrs. George Strawbridge, spouse 
of partner in Strawbridge and 
Clothier store—which owns WFI, 
never went on the air until asked 
to do so recently by Helen Grey, 
the outlet’s press agent. 

Adams Chiclets making promotion 
Pilly and Now ‘York by featuring 

ly an ew Yo 
pictures of ether stars. oy | 
were Helen Warwick, Carlotta Dale 
and Larry Tate—who each got a box 
of gum for the pose! 

All Philly newspapers, always 
down on space for radio, may be 
loosening up. Most sheets viewing 
prospective short-wave feature with 
kindly eyes. Only columns in dis- 
trict are Dot Love’s on the ‘News’, 
and ‘By Gosh!’ in the Courlier-Post. 


Mid-West 


Harry Shaw has been elected 
chairman of the Iowa state advis- 
ory board to the national emer- 
gency council to assist in the affairs 
of the national recovery adminis- 
tration in Iowa. He is president of 
the Waterloo Broadcasting Co., 
WMT., and one of three members of 
the national code clarification 
commission under the federal radio 
commission, 

Diana DuGuard, Chatterbox 
dancer on Lester Spencer’s ‘Ques- 
tion Box’ hour over WGI, Fort 
Wayne, and telling of her experi- 
ences as c~tra in some of those big 
Hollywood extravaganzas. 

Bob McGrew and Hotel Fort Des 
Moines orchestra started a new 
6:30 p.m. series March 4, every Sun- 
day with guest artists from all sec- 
tions of the state to feature pro- 
grams, bolstered by vocal team and 
Garnette Arrick, harpist, over Cen- 
tral Broadcasting company outlet 
WHO-WOC. 

KSO, Register-Tribune, Des 
Moines, Iowa, outlet, clicked on a 
musical potpourri Sunday night 
feature 8 to 8:30 and will continue 
indef. Features Bernie Lowe's 
orchestra, Brooks and Pierson, the 
Happiness Lads; the Three Jays— 
Jean, Joan and Jerry—Harmony 
trio, and Lloyd Hundling, tenor. 

Wife of Edwin J. Ellig, auditor of 
the Crosley Radio Corp., Cincinnati, 

















died March 1 at their home, follow- 
ing a brief illness. 
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— 

Sammy Kaye's orchest 
at the Hendrick eed Pe 
Troy, N. Y., broadcast over WGy a 
program dedicated to Ohio State 
University and its president. Ohio 
U is the alma mater of every mem- 
ber of the band. 

WGLC, Hudson Falls, N. Y., has 
increased its use of Columbia pro- 
grams after having curtailed them 
for the last two months, Dick Og. 


(Continued on page 62) 
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WHITE 


ORGANIZATION 


RKO Building 
Radio City, New York 





Current Productions 


LINIT 7-STAR REVUE 
OHRBACH PROGRAM 
KARO SYRUP 
KREMEL 
MAZOLA 
LITTMAN PROGRAM 


Artists Featured: 


Erne Rapee Frank Parker 

Ferde Grofe Pedre de Cordoba 

WHI Osbora Ben Alley 

Mime Martini Betty Ray 

Jame Frohmaa Vagabonds 

Ted Husing Leaders Trio 
Ed. Cashman 


‘SD AR EREI 


Are You Listenin’? 


When I spend money for an 
Ad I want it to do good. So I 
hope this one will encourage 
some artist who is panned by 
would-be critics and is discour- 
aged about it. 


2 On May 16, 1933, 
Listen! ‘Variety’ handed 


Tony Wons this bouquet: 

‘When Tony Wons was red hot 
as a radio name there was a bet- 
ter reason for a stage turn by 
him than now. He's no longer 
the star that he was in radio, 
where he belongs, which lessens 
his value for the stage, where he 
doesn't belong.’ 

let’s ‘look at the rec- 
Now, ord’ Since that bril- 
liant observation Tony Wons 








Landed a year’s commercial on 
50 CBS stations; broadcast 150 
times; played in leading theatres 
throughout America; received 
200,000 letters; sold thousands of 
Scrapbooks; made money for 
radio stations, his sponsors, the- 
atres and himself—the best year 
of his career; and is at present 
rehearsing a new show. 


All of which, my ‘fellow ar- 

tists, proves that some of 
the critics may be wrong most 
of the time. 


GOOD LUCK 


Tony Wons 





CBS 
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A RECORD BROADWAY ENGAGEMENT—THREE YEARS SOLIDLY 


GEORGE HALL 


and his 


AT THE HOTEL TAFT, NEW YORK 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING ORCHESTRA 


Exclusive Management COLUMBIA ARTISTS’ BUREAU 
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MYRT and MARGE 


3rd Year Columbia Broadcasting System; Chicago 
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| RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


(Merchandizing Stunts and Program Tieups) 





———— 


OUTSTANDING STUNTS: 


PAN-AMERICAN EXPRESS 
(Station WSM, Nashville) 








Nash viile. 
Every afternoon at five o’clock the 
Pan-American Express, crack train 
of the Louisville and Nashville rail- 
road is heard in actual reproduction 
over Station WSM as the flyer 


gooms by a certain point. 

WSM has a mike in a booth buiit 
alongside the track and as the ex- 
press roars down the steel boule- 
vard the mike picks up the whistle 
which the engineer prolongs for the 
benefit of the radio. Mike remains 
alive as the cars click over the rails 
and are lost. It takes only a minute 
or so but there’s an atmosphere of 
authenticity, excitement, and ro- 
mance about it. A short commer- 
cial announcement about the Louis- 
ville and Nashville’s passenger serv- 
ice follows. 

Stunt is memorable and brings the 
express into the lives of radio lis- 
teners in much the same manner as 
it enters the lives of farmers living 








adjacent to the railroad tracks 
something to set clocks by. 


It's 





WDAS’ Sports Club 


Philadelphia. 


Neat idea being started here by 
“I. W.,” sports commentator of | 
WDAS. for some time this nightly 


program has favored the kids, get- 
ting a tremendous response: so 
I. W. has organized a Sports Club 
of the Air for the purpose of cre- 


ating open parks for the young- 
sters, im,r>ving playgrounds and 
possibly tie-up with a summer 
camp. To date the club totals a 
membership of 2,000. 

Meetings are held monthly in a 
local theatre and well-known ath- 


letes have already joined in the ef- 
fort to put this thing across. How- 
ard Berry, former Penn grid grad., 


as honorary head, has accepted 
membership from Jerry Nugent, 
owner of the Philly Nationals. 


Harry Struhldrer, football coach of 
Villanova; Connie Mack, Big Bill 
Tilden, Mickey Cochr-ne, Bing 
Miller, and famous representatives 
from all fields of sports. In joining 
the kids are required to fill out a 
questionnaire listing their favorite 








fession. 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. 


A Music Publisher Commends the 
Columbia Broadcasting System 


.--for the many courtesies 
which it extends the mem- 
bers of the publishing pro- 


---for the splendid feeling of 
co-operation 
been created between CBS 
and the music publishers. 


..-for its recognition of the 
fact that the music pub- 
lishing industry is an all- 
important factor in the suc- 
cess of Broadcasting. 


ri 


which has 


: given a Harvard vocabulary, might 








asttimés and interests; and from 
these tabulations the club has been 


able to secu. valuable prizes of- 
fered as awards during frequent 
contests, with a local aviation 


school giving a $500 scolarship to 
be won in open contest. 

Although the club is not directly 
sponsored by the station, but by 
the sportcaster instead, the outlet 
has found the organization coming 
into such prominence that spon- 
sorship may result. The okay of 
the mayor, city officials and big 
names in sports has afforded the 
air feature loads of news space in 
publicity. No fees are charged the 
kids for membership, and promi- 
nent people are donating liberally 





Hartford Meets Emergency 
Hartford. 
For two weeks this city and most 
towns in the vicinity have been 


|beset by huge snow storms which 


infiicted hardships upon the entire 
county. WDRC, with a small staff, 
turned over its facilities to the pop- 
ulace with broadcasts every fifteen 
minutes for three solid days on 
news flashes, postponements of 
meetings, schools’ closeups, road 
conditions and other news bits that 
arose during the day. 

When calls came in seeking na- 
tional and foreign news Hartford 
newspapers sent staff reporters into 
;:-WDRC and WTIC with regular 
broadcasts for fifteen minutes at a 
time. 

Efforts for these stations brought 
favorable comments from listeners 
;and civic organizations and for the 
| first time in many years the news- 
‘paper really gave some space to the 
good work radio can do. 








Medical Diagnosis By Air 
New York. 

Stunt that Grapenuts (General 
; food) had arranged to pull during 
‘the Byrd expedition broadcast of the 
previous Saturday (25) went askew 
jbecause the physician involved 
found that the Academy of Medicine 
; would frown upon his participation. 
|!Rather than risk censure from this 
— he bowed out at the last min- 
ute. 

Through one of the wireless mes- 
sages received from the Antarctic 
General Foods learned that one of 
the men in the crew had seriously 
wrenched his back. Account then 
obtained Dr. C. L. Crampton to do 
a diagnosis by shortwave during 
the course of the program and also 
.suggest a remedy. The medical ex- 
change was to be a part of the regu- 
lar broadcast over CBS. Time was 
allowed for this in the script pre- 
pared for the broadcast and the 
withdrawal of the physician re- 
quired a hurried revision of the en- 
‘tire broadcast just an hour before 
j}the hour of release. 


Oxydol’s Dish Mop 
Chicago. 
Prize contest for the naming of a 
dish mop was worked into the script 
of the ‘Ma Perkins’ Oxydol sketch, 





‘over NBC, members of the cast 


making direct appeals to listeners 
to enter the affair. 210 cash awards 
offered. 


Without the Cod 
New York. 
Health Products commercial copy 
on behalf of their strawberry- 
flavored codliver oil pellets is a 
gem of its kind. Codliver oil as 
manufactured by the humble North 
Atlantic deep sea denizen is de- 
scribed in language that a small boy, 


endorse. It is, says the script from 
McCann-Erickson, ‘a thick, fishy- 
smelling, nauseous fluid. But all 
that has been changed. Codliver 
oil now is available in pills that, 
one is pursuaded to believe, are 
something like a lover’s delight 
sundae, 


Street Corner Yodeling 
Charlotte, N. C. 

For a Washington’s Birthday 
‘Man on the Street’ program, over 
WBT, passers-by joined in the mass 
singing of patriotic songs instead 
of the usual interviews on pertinent 
questions of the day. 

Stunt was tried Christmas with 
carols, to great success. Clair Shad- 


furnishing the background for the 
singing. The program originates on 
a busy street corner near the stu- 
dios. While most folks seem to 
speak their mind better than they 
raise their voices in song, it made 
a good novelty. 

Alert Printer. 

Pittsfield, Mass. 

Synopses of the operas broadcast 
by Lucky Strike are being offered to 
the public by the Eagle Publishing 
Company, which prints the Berk- 
shire Evening Eagle. 
The price is 15 cents. 








Raps Court Pick-up 

San Francisco. 
Beginning a thrice weekly series 
of broadcasts direct from the court- 
room of Municipal Judge George 
Steiger, KJBS has run into protests 
from the Frisco Bar Association, 
which claims the broadcasts are 
undignified. 

Radio hookun was engineered by 
Ralph Brunton, manager of the 
indie station, who put the mike into 
the chambers for half hour periods 
each Monday, Wednesday and Fri- 
day morning. Judge Steiger started 
first show off with a brief resume 
of what was to follow, and the 
prosecuting and defending attor- 
neys, if any, and the plaintiff and 
defendant alike each had a crack 
at the mike. 

Daily papers, in a town where 
there’s a close spirit of co-operation 
between sheets and stations, largely 


Association 





because of affiliations, didn’t pan 
the enterprise as was expected. In- 
stead they played it up, carrying 
pix and stories. Only one, Hearst’s 
p.m. Call-Bulletin, quoted barristers 
and other jurists on the idea, most 
of them decrying such a policy. 
But after two broadcasts S. F. Bar 
adopted aie resolution 
calling upon the State Judicial 
Council, the Supreme Court and the 
State Bar to cause the discontinu- 





ance of the broadcast. 
No further action has been taken 
and remote control continues. 
WCAX After Students 
Burlington, Vt 


WCAX is trying to round up all 
the local youngsters studying music 
into a club. Selected members will 
be given an opportunity to broad- 
east once a month. Another come- 
ou for youngsters, is a letter writing 
contest on music appreciation with 
prizes for the best compositions. 
Plan may eventually work into a 
tie-up of some kind with local music 
schools. 

Conservative Philly 
Philadelphia. 

Local department of education, 
usually frigid toward the ether, is 
going in for air ‘ieups in a big way. 
With the okay of Dr. Edwin C., 
Broome,  superiatendent. of the 
Philly public schools, WIP is airing 
a series of weekly programs under 
the sponsors] ip of the city’s educa- 

(Continued on page 50) 
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well and Grady Cole handled the 
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Fite Broadcasts, Paid Concerts 


‘. Dual CBS Policy at Hudson, N. Y. 





Columbia Broadcasting System| people on the payroll, three ushers 
plans a departure in the policy and | 4nd one superintendent are retained. 
conduction of the Hudson, N. Y., Concert arm of CBS has been 

: ‘ c “ting recitals at the Guild the- 
which was recently taken under | COMducting re doy 2 

atre. However, with the broadcast- 
“2 « rear £ i  @ ‘ : 
rental for a year, renaming it Co- ing schedule reduced, the theatre 
lumbia’s Radio Playhouse. House} has become available for the con- 


certs and means a considerable sav- 
ing in their presentations. Admis- 
sion scale for recitals will prob- 
ably be the same as at the Guild 
and other auditoriums. 

Contracts between the ad agencies 
and the air chains generally stipu- 
late that no admission can be 
charged for any broadcast. That 
provision has been something of a 
problem with Ed Wynn, on tour 
dozen broadcasts weekly, consider- | With his own show. Up to now there 
ably under the number planned. It| have been no Tuesday show per- 
was these free broadcasts along|formances but starting March 20 
with others that roused no little | Tuesdays will be included, the reg- 
comment among showmen, who pro- | Ular performance being played and 
tested to the radio Code Authority.| the broadcast given without extra 
Staff at the Hudson has been con- | Charge. 
siderably reduced and instead of 17 Wynn's tour 


will be used for recitals by artists 
of the Columbia Concert Corpora- 
tion in which CBS has a 50% in- 
terest. Admission will be charged 
for the concerts but the recitals will 
not be broadcast. 

That will give the house a dual 
policy, broadcasting being conducted 
with no admission charge as here- 
tofore. There have been but half a 


started badly, bad 











Something New About 


FREDDIE RICH 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR for the 
COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


RADIO’S MOST IMPORTANT PROGRAM 


According to a Nation Wide Poll of Radio Editors in ‘Radio Stars’ 


—FREDDIE RICH ENTERTAINS.... 
“fast, skillful, competent air-fare” 


2—* * * * *FLEISCHMANN HOUR WITH RUDY 
VALLEE .. 25 
The only two five-star features selected, an 
unusual tribute from a definite authority 





1—* * * * # 


Freddie Rich: 
Postum, 
Rit 


Some of The Sponsored Programs Conducted by 
Mennen’s, Vitality Shoe, Chrysler, Veedol, Necco, 
Weed Chains, La Palina, Vitaphone, Tydol, Squibbs, 


Some of the STARS for whose Radio Show FREDDIE RICH 
was selected as conductor 


WILL ROGERS KATE SMITH GINGER ROGERS 
MARIE DRESSLER HELEN MORGAN GERTRUDE LAWRENCE 
EDDIE CANTOR FANNIE BRICE FRANK FAY 

GEORGIE JESSEL BELLE BAKER BARBARA STANWYCK 
BING CROSBY SOPHIE TUCKER 


MORTON DOWNEY BCSWELL SISTERS 


Management 


COLUMBIA ARTISTS’ BUREAU 
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CBS 
BILL AND GINGER 


Arthur Q. Bryan Scripting 


Mon., Wed., Fri. 
10:15 A.M. 


Mueller Macaroni Products 

















Kay Tuompson 


Corumpia Broancastine System 


FROM 





weather being partly blamed. Tak- 
ings three days in Boston totaled 
$8,000, which was 560% of the ex- 
pected gross. Takings in other 
stands are being watched with some 
interest because of the theory that 
Wynn's broadcasts may have af- 
fected his theatre draw, the conten- 
tion being that air fans won't pay 
$2.75 to see the comic in action. 
Wynn's show costs $12,000 weekly 
to operate. 





Radio Reports 
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ing by the Fiorito entertainers that 
any buildup for Powell is destroyed. 
Program can _ stand considerable 
more, comedy than at present and 
possibly les= extraneous chatter, 
such as those lines about Powell's 
golf game which didn’t belong. 
Bankroller and agency deserve a 
back pat for commendable style in 
which advertising is handled. Con- 
sists chiefly of the theme song, 
‘You're an Old Smoothie,’ pertaining 
to the ciggie, and no fear or force 
psychology involved. Simply ‘Try 
an Old Gold some time; you'll like 
it’ idea, and it’s a pleasure to the 
ears. Kenneth Niles the announcer, 
and he, too, does <. good job. 
Review is written after hearing 
several of the shows, and each was 


an improvement over the other, 
being snapped and tightened up 
considerably. Bock. 


WOKO PLAYERS 


Wire Charge rae Scheduled to Go Off 





and, along with a placard plugging 
the broadcast, has set up as eye- 
catchers, a display of 2, 5, 50 and 
250 watt tubes and a 10, 000 watt 
water-cooled vacuum tube that 
WBAL uses at its transmitting sta- 
tion, Also an insignaed carbon 
mike on a stand. 

Library has contributed a score 
of volumes to the widow, tomes con- 
cerned with or surveying ‘Amer- 
ican Art’ from beginning to close of 
Civil War. Tie-up represents the 
first locally between ether station 
and municipal institution. 





Minstrel Parade 


Charlotte, N. C., 

Immediately preceding the inaug- 
ural broadcast over WBT of the 
new Dixie Minstrel program (once 
weekly) a minstrel parade was 
staged through the streets of Char- 
lotte in the form of a fleet ef trucks 
of the Pure Oil Co. calling atten- 
tion to the program. 

Newspaper space, heralds, hand- 
bills, ete., also used to whoop-up 
attention, 





As Pacific Coast Production Tonic 


7% 
. 





NBC may effectively by April 
eliminate entirely the _ telephone 
line charges for commercial shows 
picked up from Los Angeles. Toll 
for this service as it now stands is 
$225 if originated from the RKO 
studios in Hollywood and $235 if 
KFI, Los Angeles, is the source. 

In return for this beneficence the 
advertisers are expected to forego 
a half minute from the beginning 
and ending each of their programs 
to allow for the ordinary line 
switch-over by the A. T. & T’s 
traffic department. If NBC goes 
through with the contemplated re- 
moval of wire reversal charges it 


is expected that CBS will follow 
suit. 

Lifting of the west to. east 
charges, say ad agency men, will 


result in a hefty increase of pro- 
grams originating from the Holly- 
wood sector. 











‘Joan of Arc’ 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WOKO, Albany, N.Y. 
In the WOKO Players, this Al- 
bany station has a stock company 
of exceptional quality and versa- 
tility. Featuring biographical dra- 
mas on an early Sunday night spot, 
the players leaped in one week from | 
George Washington to Joan of Arc. 
Inventors, as well as other impor- 
tant figures of history, form the 
basis of the presentations. A cast 
of 14 competent players has been 
assembled under direction of Dr. 
Royden N. Rand, WOKO drama di- 
rector. Dr. Rand also writes the 
continuity. 

‘Joan of Arc’ was given a vivid 
portrayal with the various sequences 
providing a rapidly shifting pano- 
rama of the highlights in the life 
of the maid of Orleans. Sound ef- 
fects heightened the scenes. 

Wisely limiting his comments to 
bare essentials to build up the 
background, Dr. Rand, as narrator, 
set the stage and brought a class to 
the program that not even a plug 





for horseradish could erase. 

As Joan of Arc, Geraldine O’Brien 
Gleason exercised admirable re- 
straint in a role that easily could 
be overdone by excessive dramatics; 
just a straightaway characteriza- 
tion without any frills. 

Others in the cast were Harold 
Stephen Cole, Al Kellert, Grenfell 
Rand, William Winne, Harold D. 
Alexander, George F. Kehn, Mildred 
Irene March, Ethel Robinson Cole 
and Carl Playford. 

WOKO has been presenting these 
biographical dramas for almost six 
months and they are a bright spot 
among the station’s local programs. 





Radio Showmanship 


(Continued from page 49) 


tion burea .. Time being used is the 
popular kid’s period with Uncle 
Wip, daddy of children’s hours. 
Idea is to use orchestras, dra- 
matic groups and talks by students 
and instructors of all the local high 
schools, and marks the first time 
the board has actively approved 
anything like this present set-up. 





Auto Giveaways 
Chicago. 


Penetro company, which has the 
‘Musical Cruiser of the Air’ show 
on NBC with the Vincent Lopez 
band, is running an auto giveaway 
contest on letter writing. But is 
asking for two sales instead of one. 
Letter writer must enclose empty 
cartons of the two products, Penetro 
Salve or Drops and the St. Joseph 
Aspirin carton. 

Prize weekly is choice of Plymouth, 
Chevrolet or Ford. 





Window Display 
Baltimore. 
In connection with the NBC 
(WJZ) program, ‘Art of America,’ 
which WBAL transmits, the local 





Musical 


“BODY AND SOUL” 
“OUT OF NOWHERE” 


ohnny Green 


OLDSMOBILE 
Program-WABC 


Tuesday and Friday, 9:15 EST, Coast to Coast 
COLUMBIA NETWORK 


COMPOSER OF 


“| COVER THE WATERFRONT” 


Director 


“I’M YOURS” 
“| WANNA BE LOVED” 





ALSO MUSICAL 


Jack Buchanan's “MR. WHITTINGTON” 
Currently Hippodrome, London 


SCORE FOR 











’ 








Exclusive Mgmt, 


CBS Artists’ Bureau 


Personal Representative 
Irvin Z. Grayson 


THE DRAMATIST OF SONG 


EDITH 
3+ MURRAY 


Recently Returned from 
London Lead in 
“‘Good News” 
<> 
Now Stopping Shows in Metro- 
politan Theatres and Clubs 

> 

Heard Several Times 
Weekly 

CBS—Coast to Coast 

















station has secured a front window 





KAY 


of the newly-erected Public Library, 





FRANK WILSON 


SPONSORED BY 


EVANS FUR CO. 


Monday to Friday, 11:45 A. M.-12:00 CST 
Sunday, 4:30-5 P.M. CST 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
CHICAGO 























VOICE of EXPERIENCE 


Columbia Broadcasting System 
Coast to Coast Network Daily 
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Reincke-Ellis-¥ ounggreen & Finn. | series of 61 announcements and two 
ew usiness WSM. ; |programs to be divided between 
Central Shoe Co., 15 minute elec-]KJR and KOMO between Feb. 26 

trical transcription, Tuesdays and/and Mar. 10. 
Fridays, Ne ge P. M. Begin Feb- Carter Medicine Co., one weekly 
: ruary tth for eight weeks. Agency,}/announcement for 52 weeks over 

NASHVILLE Weston-Barnett, Walker Remedy|Jim Daugherty, Inc. WSM KJR. 

Cain-Sloan Co., Robin Hood Shoe} ©0., Waterloo, lowa. WSM. Eari Ferris Nurscry, 1 minute an-| F. 8 Land Mfg. Co., 26 15-minute 


Dorothy Perkins Co., St. Louis,| MOUNcement daily except Sunday,| programs, studio quartet, starting 


. uncemen 1 imes : : - ; . 
tie-in anno t a9 t es), Missouri, 15 minute electrical tran- | begin Feb. 19th for 13 weeks, be-| March 6. KJR 


9 “ny ol ; ‘ . cane 

February 23rd through May 4th. scription, Fridays, 7.00-7.15 P. M.| tween 6 30-6 45 A. M. Agency, Le ss-| New Haven Co-operative Ass'n, 

5.30 P. M. Tuesdays and Fridays.| Begin February 23rd for 13 times, | ‘NS Adv. Co. WSM. three announcements weekly over 

WsM Agency, Ridgway Co. WSM. } ae Tobacco Co., Owens-|KOMO and three over KJR for one 
: a Reliance Mfg. Co., Chicago, Satur-|0r0o, Ky.. Saturdays 6.45-7.00 P. M.,| month; started Feb. 28. 

pig = ho n a —— a day, 10.30-10.45 P. M., ‘Big Yank | Delmore Brothers, begin Feb. 10th Campbell Cereal Co., series of 26 

trica 7 . Se — Southerners,’ begin February 17th|f0r_13 times. Direct. WSM. five-minute discs, three weekly, on 





through May 2nd, Monday, Wednes-/ for 13 times. Agency, Carroll Dean|. Pathfinder Publishing Co., 7.45-|KJR, Feb. 19-April 18. 


day, Friday, between 6.00 and 9.00 Murphy. WSM. 8.00 P. M. Saturday, The Vagabonds, Bon Marche (dept. store), an- 
Pp. M. Agency, Ruthrauff & Ryan,| Armand Company, Des Moxnes,} S€8an Jan. 27th for 13 times. Agency,| nouncements over KOMO, March 10- 
New York. WSM. Iowa, four 15-minute programs, 3.00- Rhodes and Leisenring, Chicago./ 13. 

Walker Remedy Co., one minute/3.15 P. M. Sunday—March 18th ana} WSM. R. BE. Morgan (advt. counsel), 15- 


announcements, begin March 10th} 25th and April 1st and 8th. Elec- Olson Rug Co., Saturday, 7.00-7.30| minute talk, March 12. KOMO. 














for 26 times, 6.45 A. M. Agency,| trical transcriptions. Agency,|P: M., began Sat., Jan. 20th, for 10 Coe By nee ge ey hy 
_ weeks, Olson Sixtieth Anniversary | ments plugging egg dyes; March 
= |Jubilee. Agency, Philip O. Palmer &| 26-30. KOMO. 
Co., Chicago. WSM. aie ie 
NEWARK WINSTON-SALEM, N. C. 


. Roger Cox Music Studio, spot an- 
U. 8. School of Music, renewal for a ll a dailv for ~ poke a 

13 weeks, starting March 3, five min- Placed locally. WSJS 

ute Féecordings, Saturdays. WOR. li ‘ iil a 7 z 
Dr. Miles Laboratories, Inc. (Aina| °™*#y Service Stores, two 16 





a 


minute programs twice each week 
for two months, lading up to food 
shows on May 1. Placed locally. 
WSJS. 

Eleanor Shop, spot announce- 
ments daily for one month, Placed 
locally. WSJS. 

Kam, spot announcements twice 
weekly for indefinite period. - Placed 
locally. WSJS. 

Bowen Piano Company, spot an- 
nouncements daily for one month. 
Placed locally. WdSJS. 


HARTFORD 

General Baking Co., 13 weeks, 
15-minute transcriptions of Terry 
and Ted, five nights a week, 7.15-7.30 
P. M., children appeal for Bond 
Bread. Placed by Batten, Barton, 
Durstine and Osborne. WDRC. 

Waters and Genter, advertising 
Toastmaster, 13 spot announcements. 
Placed by Cramer-Krassett of Mil- 
waukee. WDRC. 

American Coal Compeny, adver- 
tising fuel oil products. Electrical 
transcriptions of Cocoanut Grove 
Orchestra and Donald Novis, thir- 


(Continued on page 53) 





Seltzer), renewal for 10 weeks, be- 





Reprinted from Variety, July 14, 1926 ginning March 1, Sundays, Tucs- 
days and Thursdays, recordings, 
‘Comedy Stars of Hollywood.’ WOR 

















American Grocery Stores, quarter 

RADIO AS SHOWBUSINESS hour program Friday A. M. WNEW. 

Radio as part or branch of ‘the New Four Tower, Inc., (restau- 
showbusiness, as it has been looked rant), 30-minute programs, Halsey 
upon, is emphasized through an ad- Miller 2 orchestra, five days a week. 
vertisement (elsewhere in this is- WNEWwW. | 
sue) of Edward B. Husing, chief ae eee 
announcer of WRC, The Radio Cor- , CHICAGO — ; 
poration of America station at U. 8. School of Music, 15 mins. 
Washington, D. C. once weekly for 13 weeks. WGN. 

Kempher Bird Food, 15 mins. three 

It is the first advertisement re- times weekly, with Allan Grant, 
ceived by ‘Variety’ from an an- pianist. (C Wendell Muench 
nouncer on radio. Agency, Chicago.) WGN. 

Previous to the Washington as- Allen Wrisley Co., for Olivilo soap, 
signment Mr. Husing was an- 15 mins. at 8:15 on Wednesday 
nouncer of WJZ, New York. In nights. (Behel and Waldie Agency.) 
Washington Mr. Husing has an- WREM. 
nounced all radio ‘appearances’ of 
the president and members of Con- ATLANTA 
gress. Woofford Oil Co., 13 weeks, 15- 

minute programs, local talent, Ber- 
nice Johnson, T. Stanley Perry, 
Perry 3echtel’s band. Placed 

through Freitag agency. WSB. 
R. L. Watkins & Co. (Dr. Lyon’s 
> toothpaste), 30-minute recordings 
until May 1. Placed through Black- 

ette-Sample-Hummert. WSB. 
Ironized Yeast Co., five minute 
i : transcriptions, from March 5 to May 
Headlining for Columbia since 1927 .... ee Ruthrauff & Ryan. 
THANKS TO WILLIAM S. PALEY .... BALTIMORE 


Gillette Safety Razor Co., 24 15- 
‘minute programs. Placed by Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan. WFBR. 








True Confessions Magazine, pair 
EPEAT TIE Re of spot annountements. Placed by 
Critchfield, Graves Co. WFBR, 














J. 8. Tyree Chemical Co., of N. Y., 
disc, 15 minutes, twice weekly, 6 





“PONTIAC SURPRISE PARTY”’ March 7, through Federal Advertis- 
ing Agency, New York. WEEI. : 
grams, started Feb. 26, through 
Wade Advertising Company, Chi- 
— —=—j|cago. WEEI. 











Mass., 26 T5-minute programs, start- 








Sherwood Bros., spot announce- 
THE THREE ments, twice daily, 13 weeks. Placed 
by Vance & Dubdale. WFBR. 
Hauswald Bakery, daily spot an- 
. nouncement, 2 weeks. Placed by 
Emory Adv. Co. WFBR. 
CBS : 


weeks, beginning March 8. Placed a e ao 
Recently at the Cocoanut Grove, Los Angeles. Heard on j|>y Huslaut & Thomas. WFBR. an is a i ornia ns 


“California Melodies” and “‘Woodbury’s’’. Now Spon- BOSTON 
sored by General Motors on the Knox Sparkling Gelatine, 26 one- FAVORITE BAND OF MOVIELAND 
minute announcements, starting e 


Agency, THOMAS LEE ARTISTS BUREAU Dr. Miles Laboratories, 31 15-pro- a 


Cuticura Company of Malden, Third Successive Year WABC 





grams with Rosa Maria Berrios, so- 


ing March 11, through Atcherton & % cc * 
vce oer" Phillips Dental Magnesia 
SAN JUAN, P. R. 
| | in: 9! See A de” Saal COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
toothpaste), 13 quarter hour pro- 








and His Orchestra prano. Placed ge the Cone ee 
WKAQ. 


Alliance Co. 








Forhans’ toothpaste), 
Management Rockwell-O’Kéefe, Inc. YVIBC. Placed through the Con- 





SEATTLE 


Tuesday, 10:30 to 11 P. M., EST Zonite Products Corp. (Zonite and 
13. ~weeks. 


RKO Building in Radio City, New York quest Alliance Co. YVIBC. Columbia Broadcasting System 
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Se — —— Nidana Products, OM@ ANDOU CC | 














; minute travelogue programs to be 
Many Thanks to Ralph Wonders, Walter Preston and Howard Newmiller divided between KOMO and KJR; to 
KENNAWAY ATTRACTION OTTO SIELOFF, Personal Mgr. start April 3. 














ment duri Carnival Hou ro- 4 we : 
omen *,- FIFTH YEAR COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


. gram, daily “except Saturdays and 
‘ Sundays; started Feb. 28. KOL. 
Kenneth C. Davis, 15 minutes ¢ach A F 
' Wednesday, Feb. 28-May 23. KOL. 
AND HIS VIRGINIANS Hood Canal Courier, series of 15- 
Chief Organiste 
2 P. M. EST—Monday, Thursday, Saturday—3:30 P. M. Sat 


urday 




















Seattle Automobile Dealers Ass'n, 
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Columbia Broadcasting System Presents 


SHAM JONES 


CONDUCTOR - COMPOSER 


Management COLUMBIA ARTISTS’ BUREAU 





ISHAM JONES, 1614 Broadway, New York 
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; theatre, 
good, program director, busy work- 


College 


Flynn 
(Vt.) 


pit of the 
Middlebury 


ing out the new schedule, which ) z 5! . 

began only 12 hours after comple- completed its ‘Campus Glimpses 

tion of negotiations. series, which have been broadcast 

. ~~ she > Y 2 ae- 

WOKO, Albany, has a new Sun- a ae ow Fe tm eng a 
day feature with Floyd Walter cu —_ be eee . = + 

broadcasting noon organ recitals Additional telephones are being 


installed in the studio 
Burlington, Vt., to 
crease in requests. 

George Gebow's ‘Old Fogies’ are 
making a personal appearance tour 
in Vermont theatres, 

Debates between the University 
of Vermont and visiting college 
teams are now being put on the air 
by WCAX, Burlington. 

Pauline and Mary Jane Lang, 
harmony duo, recently with Felix 
Ferdinando’s and Johnny Johnson's 
orchestras, broadcasting three after- 
noons weekly over WGY. Girls 
originally worked over local sta- 
tions in Toledo, O. 

Irving Gellers, long pianist with 


Madison theatre 
Another Sunday organ program is 
provided by Dr. Frank Sill Rogers 
from St. Peter’s Church. 

A film projection machine, except 
for lamphouse, has been installed 
in the Albany WOKO control room 
for the forthcoming broadcasting of 
‘Pathe Newsreel of the Air.’ Sound 
on film will be used but the film is 
bare except for the sound track. 

Frank E. ".ripp, general manager 
of the Gannett newspapers, per- 
sonally interviewed Lowell Thomas 
over WESG, Elmira, N. Y., when 
the globetrotter lectured in that 
city. 

WCAX, Burlington, 


from Warners’ . 
: handle the in- 








Vt., is now 








Radio’s Newest Sensation 


EMILE BOREO 


RETURN ENGAGEMENT AS GUEST STAR 


MARCH 12 


“THE BIG SHOW” 


WABC, MONDAY EVE 9:30 P. M. 


OOO 
My Compliments! And I Salute 


Mr. METZ, My Radio Sponsor, Mr. RALPH WONDERS 
and Mr. DAVID FREEDMAN 


LYONS & LYONS 


1501 Broadway, New York 





























COLUMBIA ARTIST 


AIDA WARD 


Tuesdays, 10:45 P. M. 
WABC 


COTTON CLUB, NEW YORK 
(nightly) 








MISCHA RACINSKY 


And His Concert Orchestra 
APPEARING AT THE 


HOTEL EDISON, NEW YORK 
WABC—Mon., 1:30-2 P.M.—Wed., 12:30-1 P.M.—Sat., 4:30-5 P.M. 











EARL HOFFMAN 


CAFE DEALEX, Chicago ‘ROUND THE TOWN’ Program 


WGN 12:30-1 A. M. UST 











ee es 


‘Eton Boys’ Fi ‘Do-Re-Mi 


DIRECTION 


RAY BLOCH—-CBS 











broadcasting organ music from the 


has 


of WCAX, 








Phil Romano’s orchestra and for a 
time last fall head of a unit of his 
own, has been. substituting for 
Johnny Johnson, band leader and 
keyboard artist, over WGY. John- 
son in the Middle West. 

Isham Jones and ork Sunday- 
nighed at Ritz, Bridgeport. 

Spencer shoe-sponsored walka- 
thon broadcasts from Stamford, via 
WICC, Bridgeport, ended with wind- 
up of endurance fest. 

New additions to WICC, Bridge- 
port, sustaining roster: Edmond 
Neary, tenor; Margarent Morris, 
pianist; Boris Lang, pianist. 

Dolores Hanford one year making 
music with WICC, Bridgeport. 

WICC studio force covering local 
news for Yankee web's independent 
flash service. 





Chicago 





‘Barnacle Bill’ show with Cliff 
Soubier, due for March 6 start, is 
cancelled because of an already 
stiff schedule for Soubier on com- 
mercials. 


Riq Atwater, former columnist, 
slated for a spot in the NBC con- 
tinuity department. 

Niles Trammel hopped down to 
Miami on the General Tire show 
setup and broke the hearts of at 
least five NBC execs who thought 
they were going to get the trip. 
Don McNeil, Morin Sisters and 
Harry Kogen on the new Purity 
Bakery sh. w on WENR. 


Boston 


Newcomb F. Thompson, radio 
editor of the Boston American, is 
working on a dramatization of the 
just published Charles Dickens 
story, the ‘Life of Our Lord,’ which 


will be aired over a local station 
within the next week. 

Ranny Weeks, Cocoanut Grove 
bandsman, starts this week over 
WE EI, having made arrangements 
with Charlie Burton in about five 
minutes over the phone. 

Nick Parkyakakas has returned 
to the air with a local sponsor. Joe 
Rines and his Cascades Roof or- 
chestra provide the music. Several 
Sundays ago Nick was head with 
Eddie Cantor on the coffee program. 
WE EI’s Del Castillo, who has kept 
his fingers nimble throughout the 
winter with an electric sun lamp, 
left Boston the other day for a so- 
journ in Florida with his family. 
He expects to be back with a good 
coat of tan in time for the second 
WEEI cruise on the Public Carden 
swan boats. During his absence, 
Chester Brigham, will preside at the 
WEE TI studio organ. 

Noboru Marumo, chief engineer 
of the Osaka Division of the Broad- 
casting Corporation of Japan, which 
operates Nippon'’s only network, 
was a guest at the local NBC sta- 
tion here this week. He told WBZ 
officials that the station was fre- 
quently heard in Japan. 


Pittsburgh 


Nancy Martin, newcomer from 
Martinsville, W. Va., is getting a 
regular build-up over KDKA. She's 
a singer, accompanies herself and 
now doing a quarter-hour or songs 
and, patter five nights weekly. 
Tommy Wilmot, dramatic actor 
and continuity writer for WCAE, 
making stage debut for Pittsburgh 
Civic Playhouse in Luigi Piradello's 
‘Naked.’ 

Pete Weldy, musician at WCAE 
and husband of one of Lawson Sis- 
ters, formerly on same station, died 
here last week of monoxide poison- 
ing. 

Jesse Kaufman, now vacationing 
in Florida, still nominal head of 
WCAE until a successor is named. 
When Kaufman returns, he'll join 
Hearst Radio Service in New York. 
Vilma Rafael, 23-year-old Pitts- 
burgh singer, was the winner last 
week in Ben Bernie’s local auditions. 

Girl had trials with two Pitts- 
burgh stations, WCAE and WWSW. 
recently but didn’t make the grade. 
Lately she has been a soda clerk ir 
a downtown drug store. 

Dutch Haid, WWSW, Pittsburgh. 
announcer, in his morning ‘Coffee 
Club’ program, is making an appeal 
for funds with which to send 28 kids 
to fresh air farms for a month this 
summer. The first day brought in 
$22. The second was even better. 




















Baltimore 


Morris Lazaron will return to the 
ether, via WBAL, March 11, 

Hammond Brown, News radio ed., 
back at the desk after three weeks 
illness. 


Misha Bessoff's ork, from Russian 
Village nitery, picked up by WCBM 
for new thrice-weekly series. Ork’'s 
specialists include Vova Prozenko, 
Dena Larena and Nathan Warton. 

Howell Griswold, prexy of Walters 
Art Gallery, aired address over 
WBAL, inviting general public in 
for a gander at the objects d'art. 


: John Elmer of WCBM in Wash- 
ington currently for conference of 
Code Authority, of which he is vice- 
chairman, 

George Shaeffer, the ‘Uncle 
George’ of WCBM’s Kiddie Club, 
now member Fourth Estate. Pens 
a thrice-weekly ether-doin’s column 
in The Post. 

Helen Patterson, with folding of 
Auditorium stock, lingers in town to 
become ingenue of WFBR's drama 
group. 

Bob Maslin, jr. back from Florida 
with a two-weeks tan. 





South 


Brown, the Three Rose 
Buds and Dorothy Perkins, is g 
new combo presented by WSM, 
each Friday night at 7 o'clock. 

Delmore Brothers, Alton and Ra« 





Russell 


bon, Zeke Clements with Texas 
Ruby Owens, Smoky Hermonson, 
Slim Smith and Curley Clements, 


over station WSM, Nashville, in 
connection with the Grand old opry 
in its eighth year of a regular Sate 
urday night show. 


Uncle Dave Macon on station 
WSM every Saturday. 
Station WLAC, Nashville, takeg 


World's Broadcasting System’s new 
wax library service two hours 
daily. 

Hilo Hawaiians of station WLAC, 
with Jimmie Dearing and Marvin 
Frech, will be heard each Sunday 
at the hour of 5:30 p.m. 

Federal auth-ities at Lawton, 
Okla., arrested John R. Wilson on 
charge of operating a radio station 
without a license. Wilson pleaded 
not guilty o-1 was released under 
$1,000 bond pending a hearing. 
Four nationally famous members 


(Continued on page 56) 

















DIRECTION 
HARRY D. SQUIRES 


That Dynamic Personality 


BLANCHE 
CALLOWAY 


The Queen of Jazz 
and Her Orchestra 


—— 
COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
 —) 


NOW ON TOUR 








MANAGEMENT 
SAM H. STIEFEL 














AYMON 








CALIFORNIA MELODIES 


Columbia Don Lee 
Broadcasting System 


‘OUT OF THE WEST TO YOU’ 


D PAIGE 


Musical Director 


Transcontinentals 


- PONTIAC - CHARIS 








= ~~. 





“HELEN 
cBs 


VIRGINIA CLARK 


TRENT” 
CHICAGO 











a 





ENOCH 


Featuring M 








And His Hotel Governor Clinton Orchestra 


HOTEL GOVERNOR CLINTON, NEW YORK 
Management COLUMBIA 


LIGHT 


ARY DAVIS 


ARTISTS BUREAU 











SWIFT REVUE 
With Olsen and Johnson 


NOW 
PLAYING 


HARRY SOSNIK 
And His Orchestra 


EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL 
Marine Dining Room 


““Sosnik Records 


CBS COAST-TO-COAST NETWORK 


VICTOR RECORDS 


Best Sellers’ —Variety 
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tions, two a night. Placed by Ruth- 


rauf and Ryan. WDRC. 
Pepe Maraconi Company, Water- | 


N - 
ew Business 
bury, C " 5-mi . 
(Continued from page 61) caste, musical aeb ce nee | 
teen periods Sunday night at 7.45|Placed direct. Sundays at 12.30 | 
Pp. M. Placed by Julian Gross} WDRC. 
Agency. WDRC. Scott Furriers of New England,} 

Chrysler Corporation, 100 spot an-| Mirth Parade transcriptions, re- 
nouncements to be used over a pe-| newed for 13 weeks, starting on Sun- | 
riod of one year. Placed by J. Ster-| day at 12 noon to 12.15. Placed di- 
ling Getchell. WDRC. rect. WDRC. 

R. B. Davis Co., baking powder, Albert S8teiger Corporation, de-| 
26 5-minute period playlets, Monday,/| partment store, ad liners four times | 
Wednesday and Friday. Placed by| weekly to advertise Belle Sharmere 
Ruthrauf and Ryan. WDRC. Hosiery. Placed direct. WDRC. 

A. & P. Tea Stores and Seminole|, Helen's Beauty Parlor, Shoppers 
Paper Company, 15-minute electrical} UTS, four times weekly for 62 
transcriptions of Broadway High-| Weeks. Placed by M. H. Hammer. 
lights, every Friday at 9.15-9.30| Total of 204 announcements, WDRC. 
A. M. Thirteen weeks. Placed by 
Paris and Pert. WDRC. KNOXVILLE, TENN. 

Radio Cooking Club of America,| Pure Oil Co., 13 weeks, three 15- 
two hours each day on April 3, 4, 6; minute programs a week, Through 
and 6. Remote control from Foot] Freitag agency. WROL. 

Guard Hall, Hartford. Placed by| Crazy Water Crystals Co., two 
Cecil, Warwick and Cecil. WDRC. | Quarter hour programs a day for 52 
Gillette Safety Razor, renewal, 1900} Weeks and 15-minute show for 40 


Gime eunteact, che minute tonmerip- ey yo Mills, Fort 


Wayne, Ind. 26 minute announce- 
ments. WROL. 
J. 8. Hall's Sons, men's clothing, 


arc pat SNR gr Rc gE RNS 
daily minute announcements for £2 
Gambill Distributing Co., Nash- 
ville, 380 minute announcements. 
WROL. 
American Walkathon Oo. two 


quarter hour programs for 13 weeks. 
WEAF 


WROL, 
Finance Corp. of Tenn., 52 minute 
10-10:30 P. M. 
EVERY SUNDAY 


CHEVROLET 


Spence Bhoe Co., 26 minute an- 
WROL. 
PROGRAM 




















nouncements. 
Munich Beverage Co., 26 minute 
announcements. WROL. 





LINCOLN 


Montgomery Ward, 100 announce- 
ments to start April 3. Chris Beck 
Tires. ‘Around the World with 
Jimmie and Jack’ (ET), Sundays, 
8.00-8.15. KFOR. 

Globe Laundry, daily except Sun- 
day announcements for four months. 
KFOR. 

Ideal Grocery, kiddie progr. 4- 
420 P. M. Sundays. KFOR. sate 

Don Carlos Coffee, renewal of Tar- 
zan ET, to run for another 18 weeks, 
daily a Sunday. KFOR. 

Orkin thers, - 
THE GREEK AMBASSADOR || aay annoumecmente Gord onthe. 

FOR. 


OF GOOD WILL K 
Tudor Plate, 52 one minute an- 


GE OR GE nouncements, beginning March 19. 




















| 
seed experts as 





guests; for 13 





weeks. (Arndt Agency.) WFT. 
Renewals India Tire Co., five mins. daily, 
; with Sandy Guyer, tenor; placed 
|direct. WPEN. 
Northwest Yeast Co. 138 | Bulova Watch Co., doubled num- 
weeks, Jan Garber’s band on 52 |ber of daily announcements; placed 
direct WFI. 


stations, NBC’s bine (WJZ) 


link, Sunday afternoons, effec- B. F. Dewees (women’s shoppe), 


15 mins. a week, wsing style talks 


tive March 18. by Helen Grey; placed direct. WFTI. 

F. W. Fitch Co. (Fitch's Knox Co. (Cystex), weekly 15-min. 
Shampoo), 183 weeks, effective transcriptions for 13 weeks. (Dillon 
March 25, Wendell Hall, Sun- and Kirk.) WHIP. 


Scientific Laboratories (Reducoids), 
daily spot announcements, transcrip- 
tions, (Rob Roberts and Asso.) 
| WIP. 

Standard Dairies, Inc., three-a- 
| week participation in Home Makers’ 
Club program, for 14 weeks; placed 
direct. WHIP. 

Neville Hitchings, Inc. (newspaper 
ments, for six months; placed direct.! representatives), three times weekly 
WDAS. spot announcements; placed direct. 
Quinlan Pretzels, three announce-| WIP. _ , 
ments daily, for six weeks; placed Justrite Co. (bird seed), daily par- 
direct. WDAS. ticipation on Home Makers’ Club 
program, for 13 weeks. (Adrian 


day evening, 28 stations on 
NBC’S red (WEAF) string. 

Royal Gelatine (Standard 
Brands) 26 weeks, red (WEAF) 
link, Wednesday nights; ef- 
fective April 4. 














Flamingo Desserts, one hour every ape ‘Ip 
Sunday; kiddies’ program, for 8 Bauer Agency.) WIP. 
weeks; placed direct. WDAS., 

Daiwn Doughnuts, three an- LOS ANGELES 


nouncements daily, 26 weeks. (E. A. Health Foundation of California, 
Clarke Agency.) WDAS. KNX, Tues., Wed., Thurs., Fri., 11- 
National Gold Buying Service,| 11:15 a.m. Georgia Hamilton, sing- 
daily announcements for 14 weeks;|€r; Joanna, organist. (Lockwood- 
placed direct. WPEN. Shackelford.) 

Michell Seed Co., 15 mins. weekly. Pathfinder Magazine of Chicago, 
Program titled ‘Everybody’s Garden,’| KNX, Sat., 9:30-10 p.m. 13 weeks. 








with Geibel Faulkner, organist, and| Crockett Mountaineers and Varie- 


Air Line News 


(Continued from page 42) 


gregations of the mothers of the kids in various programs, talking about 
their offspring—and the weekly take. 


Short Shots 

‘St. Louis Blues’ radio drama written by Irving Reis, CBS engineer, 
and given a second request performance last week, may be made as a 
picture. British Broadcasting Co. also bid for it... .Leonard Stokes has 
replaced Elliot Shaw, temporarily, in the Revelers, Shaw having ton- 
silitis....Scrappy Lambert takes a Metro film test this week... . Will 
Osborne is planning to go into the music publishing business with Harry 
Romm, his manager....Vic Irwin set on a series of recording, doing 
‘Betty Boop’ sketches with his Cartoonland band....In addition to his 
WOR Saturday evening programs, Gabriel Heatter is doing three morn- 
ing shows there, ‘News in the World of Women’... .Xavier Cugat has 
been renewed for a year at the Waldorf-Astoria. This automatically 
assures the leader of five or more weekly broadcasts....The Don Hall 
Trio has been cast in the Charles Dillingham-Elsie Janis musical show, 
‘New Faces’....Zimbalist guest star on Realsilk March 2....Loretta 
and Jack Clemens get their first commercial as a team beginning March 
26 on NBC for Wilbert’s Floor Wax....For the second time in two weeks 











Hoviand-Swanson, daily announce- 
ments. KFAB. 
Loup Valley Hatchery, daily ex- 


GIVOT 


Farmer’s Serum, daily except Sun- 
On tour with condensed 


Pancho’s band has been given an additional CBS period, making a total 
of five. 





Gossip 
Robert Wilder, WOR program manager, and Jimmy Cannon, now 





cept Sunday, program starting at 
6.50 A. M., and running ten minutes. 
KFAB. 

Bears Roebuck, daily announce- 
ments beginning March 15. KFAB. 


day announcements for 3 roonths. 
KFAB 
version “New Yorkers” 


Bole Direction 


HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway, New York 





PHILADELPHIA 





Seminole Paper Co., for American 











Stores. Peter Woolery and Paul 
Mason’s orch.; 15 min. once weekly 
out of WCAU via split CBS network. 
(Harrison, Peart Agency.) 52 weeks. 

International Sait; spot announce- 
ments daily. (Simpers Co.) WCAU. 


Eveready Gas, five-minute spots 
three times a week, for six months. 
Placed direct. WDAS. 


Speedy Clean, daily announce- 








_o 
— 


THE 


SIZZ- 
LERS 


First to Introdace 
‘The Three Little Pigs Are 
Pork Chops Now’ 


For Further information: 


Orchestra WARS SEEN Gee Sete Suen 


| o Personal Direction, CHARLES A. BAYHA 


COMMODORE HOTEL, N. ¥. 
The big show sponsored by { 
EX LAX eve Monday, 9:30- 

10P.M. Susta g—Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays, 11:30- 
12 P.M.; Saturdays, 11-11:15 
P.M.. coast to coast. WABC 





Personal Management 
SEGER ELLIS 
ROCKWELL-O’KEEFE, Inc. 
RKO Bidg., Radie City, New York 

















Isham 

















“GUILTY OR NOT GUILTY 
—YOU BE THE JUDGE” 


(Written by Sol Nemkovsky) 











Sponsored by 


eae Clark Bros. Teabury Gum 
« WLW—Wed.-Fri., 7:45 P.M. CST 


Direction 
Columbia 


























LITTLE JACKIE 


HELLER 


Mon., Tues., Fri., 4:15 P. M. 
Wed. 4 to 4:30 P. M., CST 
Sat. 4:30 P. M., 
Management NBC, Chicago 
Per. -; HERMAN BERNIE 
ew York City 


Radio’s Low Voice 
SINCLAIR MINSTREL 
Every Monday, 8 P. M., N.B.C. 
CHICAGO 

















RAY PERKINS 


Cushman’s Sons 
CHICAGO BAKERIES 


NBC WOR 


Direction SEDLEY H. BROWN 


PAT KENNEDY 


(The Unmasked Tenor) 
Sponsored by 
Paris Medicine Co. 
WGN, Chicago, Daily 


Palmer House 








Washington commentator for INS, have completed a play....Arthur 
Warren's orchestra, being built up as WNEW’s feature combination, has 
been signed for 15 months by the La Rue restaurant....Howard Wiley 
auditioned for NBC....Vincent Lopez’ sponsors will wage an intensive 
campaign in newspapers and periodicals, along with the radio show, to 
exploit their medicinal products, which aren’t sold yet in New York.... 
Coca Cola looking around for a radio show, a representative being at 
NBC last week....Willard Robison auditioned by J. Walter Thompson 
....An offer by Runkels, sponsoring ‘Maverick Jim’ on WOR, of a game 
of soldiers brought 20,000 requests from one broadcast....Jack Denny 
lost the American Oil account because he refused to sign exclusively.... 
Morty Lewis engaged to write a six time a week NBC commercial start- 
ing in April....Cuba and the Cunard line will merge purses to sponsor 
a program to boost Havana’s charm. Mexican government has previously 
paid radio....Dave Casem, of WOR, ill last week. 


Just Talk 

Tito Guizar booked for Loew’s Orpheum March 26....The two-year-old 
baby that posed for the nationally used Bond Bread advertisement is 
the kid sister of Nancy Kelly of the ‘Wizard of Oz’....Porter Hall called 
from radio work to the coast for a part in ‘The Thin Man’....Godfrey 
Ludlow, Australian violinist with NBC several years, is now on WOR 
every Thursday night....Mark Warnow is being built up as the Paul 
Whiteman of CBS....Thompson restaurant chain may go on the air.... 
Frank Novak signed for 26 transcriptions for Hohner harmonicas, spon- 
sor planning to come to a network if spot broadcasts work out....Brad 
Barker is doing the growling for the new Frank Buck picture sound track 
dubbing....Trini Michel and his orchestra have been signed for tran- 
scriptions for General Baking....Leith Stevens’ choir goes on the CBS 
Visidol show at CBS....Bernice Meek, formerly at NBC, is now secre- 
tary to Bill Bacher, ‘Showboat’ author....Personnel of the vocal group, 
the Melody Boys, on the new Colgate show at NBC, is the same as the 
Leaders on CBS but Young and Rubicam requested the act to switch 
names for the new show. 








Stand By 
Harry Breur, xylophonist, has invented a new instrument, a combine 
of the xylophone, marimba and vibraphone. He auditioned a program 
for J. Walter Thompson on it....B. A. Rolfe continues on the Terraplane 
show on a week-to-week basis....Nick Lucas may bob up with a sus- 
taining program at CBS any day now....NBC may not be abie to do 
its proposed ‘Popeye The Sailor’ show because of inability to clear the 
copyright....Mario Chamlee auditioned his ‘Organ Grinder’ program for 
Lord and Thomas....CBS, due to the amount of time soid, is down to 
one sustaining dramatic sketch, but is planning, under Courtenay Savage, 
to return its Dramatic Guild as soon as possible....People found smok- 
ing in the NBC control rooms now get a ‘ticket’. Their names are taken 
and sent to the office....Don Bestor’s 26-week renewal on the Nestle 
program brought a pay raise....Phil Harris renewed until June, orig- 
inally being set to close March 1é....Chick Webb is due to leave the 
Casino de Paree....Ed Sullivan reported drawing $190 weekly as m.c. 


for Plough. 





Scrambled Notes 
Bob Standish has been signed by Columbia for two spots weekly. He 
is a high baritone and managed by Milton Roemer....Connie Miles, 
N. Y. American makeup man, and Dick Robertson, audition a program 
today for CBS....Macfadden Publications, pleased with its True Story 
program, are expected to bring another magazine, Liberty, to the air.... 
General Foods is planning to switch ‘Wizard of Oz’ to another product 
instead of Jello....Lee Sims and Ilomay Bailey open in Boston for Para- 
mount March 16....Jape Gude, CBS publicity director, was in Wash- | 
ington over the weekend. Network also sent Bill Fineshreiber of the 
same department to Minneapolis on the new symphony series beginning 




















1:30-1:45 P M. CST 











today. 


ties. (First United Broadcasters.) 
Venus Heattk Corp., KNX, Wed, 
Fri., 8:15-8:30 p. m. Ruth Royale 
and the Boys. (R. H. Alber.) 

United Remedies, Inc., KNX, Sun., 
Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., $:30-10:30 


p. m. and Sat., 8-9 p. m, Crockett 
Mountaineers 

Great States Life Association, 
KNX, nightly except Sun. Mon., 
6:45-7 p. m. ‘Mirth Parade,’ discs, 
(Tom Wallace.) 

Electrical Home Institute, KNX, 
Mon. to Fri., incl., 10:30-10:45 a. m, 
Martha Holmes, household econo- 
mist. (Mayers Agency.) 


Affiliated Teachers, KNX, Tues., 
8:30-9 p. m. ‘Forge of Freedom,’ 
historical dramatic series. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 

Mallory Logging Equipment Com- 
pany, manufacturer and distributor 
‘Presto-Log,’ announcement service. 
KGW. 

True Confessions Magazine, Faw- 
cett Publications, through Critchfield 
and Graves Company; announce- 
ment service, Tuesday nights. KGW. 
Association of Commercial Truck 





Owners, announcement service, 
KEX. 
Central Oregon Potato Cowncil, 


one month announcement service on 
(Continued on page 56) 











By ALVIN AUSTIN 
Your debut on WJZ last Wed nt was swell, Ed 


ner’s interference with public school work is the 
kind of success more sponsors would like... 
More comics Mke Marz bros and your American 
Oil air problem would be over, Joe Katz... 
Watch this apace regularly for capsule radio criti- 
cism ... Brosh up your programs twice a month, 
visit the doctor twice a year . . . Meaning of 
course Alvin Austin, home of radio programs . . . 
We will handle your broadcasting or any part of 
it... Buy talent here, or scripts, ideas, ady 
slants or anything in radio, 


* .* « . 
alvin austin ® radio ideas 
we furnish talent, scripts, adv slants 
521 fifth ave new york @ vanderbilt 3 1733 











= LEON 


BELASCO 


ARMOUR PROGRAM 
9:30-10 P. M., FRIDAYS 
WIZ 


MON.-WED.-FRI. 
WABC 
12 MIDNITE 
“ Nightly St. Moritz Hotel, New York 
Sele Direction HERMAN BERNIB 
1619 Broadway, New York 





HOTEL PIERRE 


JACK 
=DENNY 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


American Oil Co. 
WABC 
Sun., 7 P.M. 


























WEAF 
Tues., 12:30 A.M. 
Wed., 11:30 P.M. 

* 


WwIz d Ht 
Sat., 12 Midnight WABCO 


Fri., 9:30 P.M. 


LEO 
ZOLLO 


AND HIS MUSIC 


Monday—5-5:30 P.M., NBC 
Saturday—5:15-5:30 P.M., NBO 
* 











Playing Nightly 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN HOTEL 
Philadelphia 


: Management 
NBC Artists’ Bureau, New York 


Personal Rep—LEW CHUDD 











Dick 
Leibert 


At the Console 
Radio City Music Hall 


BROADCASTING 
8 to 8:30 A. M., WEAF, Daily 
11:15 to 11:30 P. M., Mon., Tues., 
Wed., Thurs., WJZ 
11:30 to 11:45 A. M., Sun., WJZ 


Management 
MILTON STAVIN 
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 \COMME 


WEEK OF 


RCIALS 


MARCH 5 





4 This Department 


All time is p. m. 
account. 


i Abbreviations: Su (Sunday); 
; (Wednesday); Th (Thursday); F 





lists sponsored programs 
| arranged alphabetically under the advertiser's name. 
unless otherwise noted. 
a4 has two or more programs they are listed consecutively. 
ry An asterisk before name indicates advertising 


M (Monday); 


on both networks, 


Where one advertiser 


agency handling 


Tu (Tuesday); W 
Saturday). 


(Friday); Sa (s 








G. Martinelli 
Lawrence Tibbett 
Alfio Tedesco 
*Lord & Thomas 
AMERICAN OIL 

7-Su-WABC 
Marx Bros 


ACME LEAD 

6:30-Sa-WABC 
Ed McConnell 
*Henri, H-Mc 
AFFILIATED PD’'S 

(Louls Philipe) 





1-Tu-WABC Freddy Martin 
Princess Marie . 
*Blackett Jos. wt 
AMEK ROLLING 9: 30-M OWEAF 
10-F-WJIZ Harry Horlick 
‘The Iron =e Frank Parker 
Th. Mn Br *Paris & Peart 
AMER TOBACCO ARMOUR 
(Lucky Strike) 9:30-F-WJZ 
1:55-Sa-WEAF Phil Baker 
Metropolitan Opera| H McNaughton 
: ‘Pagliacci’ Mabel Albertson 
a Quena Mario Roy Shield 


Demon of the Strings 


a ia eeeinemebintemaiaall 
‘ 
'? otmeeenedemnndl DR netenamenmenentuninl 





Don Ameche 

Sally Ward 

E Sagerquist Ore 

*Aubrey Moore 

CARLET’N-HOVEY 
(Father John) 
7:15-W-WdJIZ 

Muriel Wilson 

Jonn Herrick 


Merrie-Men 

il Sistere 

*N. W. Ayer 

B. T. BABBITT 
1:30-Sa-W ABC 

Mary Small 

Landt 3 & W 

*Peck 


A. 8. BOYLE 


(Fioor Wax) H Bantesd's Gee 
*30-Su- *Cecil Warwic 
rae pe ABC | CARNATION MILK 
Irving Kaufman " 10-M-WEAF 
“Blackett Lullaby Lady 
; BARBASOL M L Eastman 
8:30-M-Tu-Th-F- Jean Paul King 

WABC *Erwin, Wasey 
Edwin C. Hill CENTAUR 
*Erwin Wasey (Fletcher's) 


BAYER 
9:30-Su-WEAF 
Frank Munn 


8:30-W-WABC 
Albert Spalding 
*Young & Rubicam 


Virginia Rea CHAMBERLAIN 
Ohman & Arden (Hand Lotion) 
Bert Hirsch 7-Su-WABC 


Haenschen Orc Eddie South 


*Blackett Jack Brooks 
BEECR-NUT *Ruthrauff-Ryan 
_8:45-M-W-F-WIZ CHAPPEL BROS. 
Red Davis 7:45-Su-WABC 
Jack Roseleigh ‘Rin Tin Tin’ 
Curtiss Arnali Don Ameche 
Marion Barney Bob White 


Elizabeth Wragge 


V-rginia Ware 
Eunice Howard Ss 





PEABODY 


ps Versatility in Entertainment 


4 


ar 
ers S. 





WJZ 
Every Saturday 9-9:30 P. M. 
























































tt *Redfiela (La France) 

t BORDEN } ~~ te (Washing Powder) 
| = A 10:45-Tu-W3Z | King’s Jesters _ 9:30-Sa-WEAF 
‘Magic Moments’ Frank Hazzard Beatrice Fairfax’ 
| Featured Night! Mreranmes [We SoH | Wh attianon 
A urlel Polloc m, ckles Ore 

4 eatured mighty Marcella Sheilde aS pelt :45-Tu-WEAB 
HOLLYWOOD walter seanion’ | pnit Harrie Erase Sey nares 
; Jane Ellison Leah Ray Young & Rubican 
) RESTAURANT fos ist 38%Swa |S Wale Thome. | SoM wor WEAR 
uf Min. in H'lyw’d REX COLE (Jello) 

Mark Warnow 5:45-Tu-Th-WEAF.| ‘Wizard of Oz’ 
NEW YORK Cal Yorke It Cole M'taineers | Nancy Kelly 
*Young & Rubicam | «yaxon Jack Smart 

.) & BRILLO COLGATE-PALM | Junius Mathews 

j Personal Manager 12:30-Su-WABC | (Colgate Dentifrice) | William Benham 
Tito Guizar . 9-Sa-WEAF *Young & Rubicam 

t RUDY VALLEE | "ecrratrey | cies aoe Perr |  Sciacwaat 

q BRISTOL- Donald Novis (Maxwell) 

: 9-W-WEAF Frances Langford Chas Winninger 

(Ipana) Arthur Boran Lanny Ross 
Ipana_ Troubadours| Don Voorhees Anette Hanshaw 
Sylvia Froos Brad Browne Conrad Thibault 
Lennie Hayton *Young & Rubicam| Muriel Wilson | 
*Pedlar & Ryan (Super. Sudeg) Molasses 'n‘ Jan’ry 
9:30-W-WEAF 10:15-daily-WJZ | Gus Haenschen 
) (Sal Hepatica) ‘Clara Lu & Em’ Benton-Bowles 

A Fred Alien Louise Starkey 10-Sa-WABC 
ra Paula Hoffa Isabelle Carothers | ‘Byrd Expedition 
I Jack Smart Heien King Young & Rubicam 
i . Irwin Delmore *Lord & Thomas bors MILLS 
Mary McCoy CRAZY CRYSTALS ae, 30-Dally-WABC 
i Radios Dunamic Maulte || Ferie Grote ore 2-Su-WEAF and | ‘Jack Armstrong, 
i : *Benton & Bowles 12 daily All American Boy’ 
: CALIF. PACKING] Gene Arnold nf Daily-WIZ 
iit one u Barrett Dopte |. B. DAVIS Betty. Churehilt 
i arre 2 . 2 
# DANCE ORCHESTRA Dorie & Kn’bocker | (Baking Powd.) | Don Ameche 
\ Quartets 10-W-F-WEAF Betty Winkler 
Pi at the ut awusen Ore PMystery Sher aa ee 
P ompson ohn cPherson 
i HOTEL ROOSEVELT CATSODENT CO. | °9:45-Tu-Th-WABC Louis Roen 
F| 12-Tu-WJZ John McPherson Blackett 
4 NEW YORK aed R Sherris ba x A GENERAL MOTOR 
fj ompson -M-Tu-W-Th- (Buick) 

4 NIGHTLY CAMPANA WABC 9:15-M-F-WABC 
4 5:30-Su-WIZ ‘Buck Rogers’ Howard Marsh 
aI ‘Grand Hotel’ Curtis Arnall Andre Kostelanez 

a Ann Seymour Adele Ronson *Camp-Ewald 
7 = 4 Art Jacobson Edgar Stelhi (Chevrolet) 

q _ wi 1p i= win rT Don Ameche Joe Granby 10-Su- 
ij Betty Winkler Walter Tetley Jack Benny 
: % Gene Rouse Allan Devitt Frank Black 
+ 10-F-WEAF Georgia Backeu Mary Livingstone 
rf ‘First Bde ie nhs — P i aaaeed ee Ee 
; June ere ele ein ontiac) 

F SAL HEPATICA REVUE Don Ameche Bill Shelley 9:30-Sa-WABC 
with Carlton eichert a Gurvey Ray Paige 
‘ > cif’ Soubier arry Swan Kay Thompson 
: ae i E Sagerquist Ore Liorel Stander Rhythm Kings 
} IRWIN DELMORE (D.D.D. Ointment) | Rmmet Gowan Black Rhap’dy Cr 
a MARY McCOY 7:30-Th-WJIZ Peatrice Allen (Cadillac) 
re : r ‘Romantic M’l’dies’ *Ruthrauff & R. 6-Su-WEAF 
i; ater 2-3 ed W. von Hoogstraten 
i 80} er ™ | Viadimir Horowitz 
© cinos snore mes ‘Cam Rea 
9 Material by Fre en a DS) A 
“oe GRACIE 228" 

WEAF Johnny Green 
Wednesdays, 9:30 p.m., E.S.T. *B. B.D. & O. 
Management Walter Batchelor # ARRIE - GULF 
-Su- 
Za 1Bw Ge (Gy Bia ce Geo. M. Cohan 
Revelers 
“The Sweetheart of the Blues” of Coempan te 
ON TOUR WITH “THE PASSING| HEALTH PROD’TS 
DISTINCTIVE DRAMATIC SHOW” (white Coa) 
Radio Programs Held Over Second wieer Paramount, an m av 
New or Buckaroos 
CREATED AND PRODUCED 7:20-M-W-F-WJZ 
Sole Direction (Feenamint) 
FOR HERMAN BERNIE Geo. Gershwin 
1619 Broadway, New York a 
ADVERTISING AGENCIES ; vs “wm. Esty 6 
Que 6:15-M-W-Th- 
_ —— as WABC 


BOB WHITE 
PRODUCTIONS 


833 Ne. Michigan Avenue, Chicago 


— 








ef ar 








3 
< 





eR a 
dutvonas 


VIVIAN JANIS 
“ZIEGFELD FOLLIES” 


Sole Direction 
HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway 
New York City 


heise S 


~ 
Fa 


Kath Carrington 
Milt Watson Savane Thomas 
Claire Majette CLIMALINE 


Nat. Shilkret 


Johnny Goss 


Peggy Allenby Jack Daly 
Johnny Kane *Rogere & Smith 
Me GnoL oan 
n 1:15-W-WABC 
2-Su-WABC Louella Parsons 


Helen Morgan 


12-Tu-Th-WEAF 




















HENRY 
BURBIG 


i} A “GAY YOUNG BLADE” 


BROADCASTING 


GILLETTE 


Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
6:45 P. M., WEAF 


Ted .Pearson 


Guy tombardo 
Burns & Allen 
*J. Walt. Themp 
GENERAL FOODS 


D-L & W COAT, 
©:40-1u-tn-W ASL 
‘Little Itaty’ 
Hiram Brown 
Kuth Yorke 
Rose Keane 
Alfred Corn 


Ned Weaver 
Jas Meighan 
*Ruthrauff-Ryan 
CONT. BAKING 
8-M-W-F-WABO 
Scrappy Lambert 
Frank Luther 
Vivian Ruth 
8-Tu-Th-WABC 
Little Jack Little 
*Bb.. B., D. & O. 
CORN PRODUCTS 
10:45-M-W-E- 
WABC 
(Kremel, Ete.) 
Will Osborne 
Pedro de Cordoba 
9-Su-WABC 
(Linit) 
Jane Froman 
Erno Rapee 
Nino Martini 
Julius Tannen 
*Hellwig 
CREAM WHEAT 
10-Su-WABC 
Angelo Patri 
Thomp. 


‘The Big Show’ 
Jertrude Niesen 
Isham Jones 
*Katz 
FIRESTONE 
8:30-M-WEAF 
H. Firestone, Jr. 
Richard Crooks 
Lawrence Tibbett 
Wm. Daly Orch. 
*Sweeny-James 
TCH 
7:45-Su- WEAF 
Wendell Hall 
*K. W. Ramsey 
FRIGIDAIRE 
10-Tu-WEAF 
‘Seth Parker 
Phillips Lord 
*Geyer 
FORD MOTOR 
8:30-Su-WABC 
9:30-Th-W ABC 
Fred Waring 


°N. W. Ayer 
GEN. BAKING 
5:30-Su-W ABC 


‘H-Bar-O Rangers’ 
Bobby Benson 
Nell O'Malley 
Florence Hallan 
Billy Hallop 
Tohn Barthe 
*Erwin-Wasev 
EDNA HOPPER 
2:15-M-Th-F- 
WABO 
‘Helen Trent’ 
Lester Tremayne 
Virginia Clark 
Karl Heube 
Dolores Gillen 
Jack Doty 
*Riackett 
H. J. HEINZ CO. 
10-M-W-F-WJIZ 
Jcsephine Gibson 
*Maxon 


HOOVER 
4:30-Su-WEAF 





Sole Direction, BEN ROCKE 








ye 
ae 
























Joe KRoestrer 

*Erwin-Wasey 
HORLICK 

8:30-Tu-Th-W JZ 

Dr H Bundesen 

*Lord & Thomas 
BOUSEHOLD 
8-Tu-WJIZ 

Edgar A Guest 

Alice Mock 

Jos Koestner’s Ore 

°c. D. Frey 

HUDNUT 
9-F-WABC 

Jack Whiting 

Jack Denny 

Jeannie Lang 

Three Rascals 

*B. B. D. & O. 

HUDSON MOTORS 
10-Sa-WEAF 

‘Sat Night Party’ 

BA Rolfe Orc 

Lew White 

*Blackman 
HUMPHREYS 
(Remedies) 

10:15 A. M.-M-W-F- 
12:15-Su- WEAF 

Morning Home C 

Fob Emery 
JEDDO COAL 

7:15-Th-F-S-WJIZ 

‘Don Quixote’ 

John Brewster 

V'ilbert Seagram 

Mark Smith 

Allen Devitt 

Louis Hector 

Helen Dumas 

Leigh Lovel) 

*N. W. Ayer 
JERGEN’S 
9:30-Su-WJZ 

Winchell! 

. Thomp. 
JOHNSON & SON 
(Floor Wax) 
£1:30-M-ih-W ADT 
Tony Wones 
Keenan & Phillips 
*Needham, L. B. 


El 
5:30-Daily-WJZ 
The Sinvinge Lady 
Irene Wicker 
Allan Grant 
*N. W. Aver 
KRAFT- PHENIX 

10-Th-WEAF 
P Whiteman Orc 
Al Jolson 
Deems Taylor 
Ramona 
Pegsy UHeaty 
Jack Fulton 


*Blackett 
LADY ESTHER 


iis Raymond Paige 

: Albert Bartiett | 3enn Ts Butler | Zule, Sanderson 125° \walt. ‘Thomp. 
! PURE OIL eMpounszors | OUR wear © | (Bs Be D&O. | gas work PW ABC 
é 8-Su-WABC Grantinnd Iie GENERAL CIGAR} Just Plain Bill 

4 ‘Evening in Paris’ :30-W-WABC Arth Hugh 

; PROGRAM Jessica Dragonette rthur ughee 

Pi 


Wayne Kinc’s Ore 
*Stack-Goble 


LAMONT-CORLISS 
(Nestles) 
8-F-WIZ 
Ethel Shutta 
Walter O'Keefe 
Pon Bestor Ore 
*J, Walt. Thomp. 

LARUS 
(Edgeworth) 
10-W-WEAF 
Corn Cob Pipe Club 
of Virginia 


‘ (Hind’s Cream) 
10:30-Su-W EAF 
John Chas. Thomas 
Nat Shilkert 
*Ruthrauff & R 
LIGGETT-MYERS 
(Chesterfield) 
9-Daily-WABC 
Phila Symph 
LUXOR 
(Armour) 
$:30-Su-WEAF 
‘Talkie Pic Time’ 
June Meredith 
John Goldsworthy 
John Stanford 
Gilbert Douglas 
Murray Forbes 
*N. W. Ayer 
LORILLARD 
(Old Gold) 
10-W-W ABC 
Ted Fiorito 
Dick Powell 
*Lennon & M. 
LOUDEN P’CKING 
(Doggie Dinner) 
6:45-Th-WABC 
‘Stamp Adventures’ 
Reginald Knorr 
Carl Foyer 
*Matteson. 


11:30- Th-WIZ 
Harriet Lee 
Edward Kennedy 
*Peck 

J. W. MARROW 

(Oil Shampoo) 
1:15-Tu-Th-WABC 
Joan Marrow 
Bob Nolan 
Eddie House 
*Placed direct 

MET. LIFE CO. 
6:45-Daily-WEAF 
Arthur TBaeclev 
DR. MILES LAB’S 

(Alka-Seltzer 

10:30-Sa-W JZ 
WLS Barn Dance 
Ridge Runners 
Mac & Bob 
Clarence Wheeler 


MOLLE Co. 
oe 
Roxanne Wallacé 
William Edmonson 

Shirley Howard 
Guy Bonham 
Wamp Carlson 
Dwight Latham 
*Stack-Goble 
BENJ. MOORE 
11:30-W-WEAF 
Moore 


MUELLER CO. 
10:45-M-W-F- 
WABC 
‘Bill & Ginger’ 
Virginia Baker 
Lyn Murray 
*Hellwig 
NAT’L SUGAR 
9:30-M-WJIZ 
Melody Singers 
Joseph Pasternack 
*Gotham 


OXxXOL 
10-W-F-WARBC 
Dave. Bunny & G 
Bunny Coughlir 
Dave Grant 
Gordon Graham 
*J. L. Prescott 
OXYDOL 
(Proct’r & Gamble) 
3-daily-WFEAF 
‘Ma Perkins’ 
Virginia Dayne 
Margery Hannon 
Kart Hubel 
Wil Fornum 


PACIFIC BORAX 
9:30-Th-WJIZ 
‘Death Vall'y Days’ 

Tim Frawley 
Joseph Bell 
Edwin W Whitney 
Lonesome Cowboy 
Joseph Bonime Ore 
*McC. Erick. 
PALMER HOUSE 
10-Tu-WJZ 
Gladys Swarthout 
Ray Perkins 
Gale Page 
Harold Stokes Ore 
FPEPSODENT 
7-Daily-WJIZ 
Amos ‘n’ Andy 
Charles Correl 
Freeman Gosden 
(Rise of Gold’) 
8-Daily-WJIZ 
Gertrude Berg 
James Waters 
9:30-Tu-Th-Sa- 
WwdIz 
Eddie Duchin 
*Lord & Thomas 
PERFECT CIRCLE 
2:30-Su-WEAF 
Ohman and Arden 
Edward Nell 
Arlene Jackson 
*Sidener, V & K 
PHILCO 
7:45 daily ex. Sa- 
Su-WABC 


Boake Carter 
*F. W. Armstron 
PHILIP MORRI 
8-Tu-WEAF 
Leo Reisman’s Ore 
Phil Duey 
*Biow 
PILLSBURY 
9:30-Tu-W ABC 
Minneapolis Sym 
Eugene Normandy 
10-30-Daily-WJIZ 
‘Today’s Children’ 
Irma Phillips 
Walter Wicker 
Bess Johnson 
Irene Wicker 
Lucy Gillman 
Fred Von Amon 
Jean McGregor 
*Hutchinson 
11-M-W-F-WABC 
‘Cooking Close Ups’ 
*Hutchinson 
PABST 
9-Tu-WEAF 
Ben Bernie Ore 
*Matt-Fogarty 
PLOUGH. INC. 
10-W-WJIZ 
Vincent Lopez 
Ed Sullivan 
*Lake-Spiro-C 
RALST’N PURINA 
5:30-M-W-8-WHAR 
‘Adventures of 
Tom Mix’ 
Artells Dixon 
Percy Hemus 
Winifred Toomey 
Andrew Donnelly 
10:30-Tu-WEAF 
Mme Sylvia of 
Hollywood 
*Gardne 
REAL SILK 
7-Su-WdIZ 
Ted Weems Orch. 
Charles jones 
*Erwin-Wase 
RED STAR YEAST 
11-Tu-Th-S-WEAF 
Edna Odell 
Phil Porterfield 
Irma Glen 
Earl Lawrence 
NGTO 


8:30-F-WABC 
‘March of Time’ 
*B., B.. D. & O. 
R. J. REYNOLDS 

(Camels) 

10-Tu-Thu-WABC 
Casa ma 
Connie Boswell 
Stoopnagle & Budd 


(Venita Shampoo) 
:15-Sa-WABC 
Tom McLaughlin 
Ted Black 
5:15-Su-WEAF 
Ted Black 
Vincent Calende 
*Gumbinner 
TC 


‘HIE 
(Eno Salts) 
8-Tu-W-WIZ 
‘Eno Crime Club’ 
Spencer Dean 


Clift Soubier 
Morin Sisters 
King’s Jesters 





Harold Stoke's Orc 
*Grace & Halliday 
SILVER DUST 
7:30-Tu-Th-Sa- 
WABCO 

Phil Cook 
*B. B. D. & O. 
SINCLAIR 
9-M-WJIZ 
Cene Arnold 
Bill Childs 
Mac McCloud 
Joe Parsons 
Cliff Soubier 
Harry Kogen 
*Federal 
SMITH BROS. 
9:45-Sa-WJIZ 
Billy Hillpot 
Scrappy Lambert 
Nat Shilkret’s Ore 
*Homanr-Tarcher 
SPARKS-W-CO. 
3-Su-WJdIZ 
(Sparton Products 
Dick Himber 
Frances Langford 
3 Scamps 


Joey Nash 

*U. 38. Adv. Corp 

SPRATT’S PAT. 
7:45-Tu-WJ 


Don Carney's Dog 
Stories 
*Paris & Peart 
STAND. BRANDS 
(Chase & Sanborn) 
8-Su-WEAF 
Eddie Cantor 
Rubinoft 
(Baker’s) 
7:30-Su-WJZ 
Joe Penner 
Harriet Hilliard 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
8-W-WEAF 
(Royal Gel) 
Jack Pearl 
Cliff Hall 
Peter Van Steeden 
Kathleen Wells 
8-Th-WEAF 
(Fleischmann) 
Rudy Vallee and 
His Conn. Yanka 
*J. Walt. Thomp. 
STD. OIL (N. Y.) 
8-M-WEAF 
Socony Sketches 
Arthur Allen 
Patker Fennelly 
Kate McComb 
Isabelle Winlocke 
Ruth Russell 
Robert 7. 
*B... B.. & 
STERLING PROD. 
30-W-WEAF 


iPntittes Mag) 
‘Waltz Time’ 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Frank Munn 
daily ex. Sa-Su 
WABC 
‘Skippy’ 


*Blackett 
SUN OIL 
6:45-Dalily-WJZ 
Lowell Thomas 
*Roche- Williams 


SWIFT 
(Butterfield) 
10-F-WABO 


Olsen Johnson 


TA 

12:15-Su-WJZ 
Baby Rose Marie 

7:30-Tu-WEAF 
Arlene Jackson 


Green Bros 
*Stack-Goble 
TENN. 


co 
(Loma Plant Food) 
10:30-Sua- 
Studio Or & - ~ des 
*Croot 
TEXAS CO. 
9:30-Tu-WEAF 
Ed Wynn 
Graham McNamee 
Don Voorhees 
*Hanft-Netzeer 
TIDEWA 


(Tydol) 
7:30-M-WABO 
Jimmy Kemper 
Hummingbirds 
Robert Ambruster 
*Lennon-Mitch 

UNDERWOOD 

8:30-Th-WABC 
Will Irwin 
Alexander Gray 
Nat Shilkret 
Mary Eastman 
*Marchand 














“Fifty Million 


ORIGINAL 


CALIFORNIA 
COLLEGIANS 


Late Features of 


“Three’s a Crowd” 


NOW 
“ROBERTA” 


NEW AMSTERDAM 
NEW YORK 


Frenchmen” 


Uv. 8S. TOBACCO 
(Dill’s Best) 
7-Sa-WEAF 

‘Half H'r for Men 

Pic Malone 

Pat Padgett 

Roy Cropper 

Josef Bonime 

*McC.-Erick. 


CNION CENTRAL 
5-Su-WABC 

‘Roses & Drums 

Elizabeth Love 

George Gaul 

Robt T Haines 

Blaine Cordner 

*J. Walt. Thomp. 


VADSCO SALES 
7:30-Th-WJZ 
(Djier Kiss) 

Michael Bartlett 

*L. H. Hartman 


WANDER CO. 
(Ovaltine) 
. 5:45-Daily-WIZ 
‘Little Orphan A’ 
Allan Baruck 
Henrietta Tedro 
Ed Sprague 
Stanley Andrews 
Shirley Tell 
*Biackett 
WARD BAKING 
6:45-Su-W ABC 
7:30-Su-W ABC 
‘Family Theatre’ 
Cecil Lean 
Cleo. Mayfield 
James Melton 





Billy Artz 


‘WM. R. W as 
9-W-Wa4 . 
(Sloan's 
Warden Lawes 
(Vince Mouthw: weak) 
9:30-W-Wa 
John Seetormsnate 
Wm. M. Daly 
*Cecil, Warwick 
WASEY FRop. 
12-M-W-Th-F- 
WABC 
8.30-Tu-W ABO 
Voice of Exp'rien 
*Erwin Wasey ™ 


a 


BR. L. WATKINS 
9-Su-WIZ 
Tamara 


Davis Percy 
Men About Town 
*Blackett 


WELCH GRAPE 
245-W-3:15-Su-WIz 
Trene Rich 
*Kastor 


WHEATENA 
7:15-Daily-WEAF 
‘Billy Bachelor 
Riymond Knight 
Alice Davenport 

6:45-S-WABC 
4:45-M-Tu-W-Th- 

WABC 
Happy Minstrel 
*McKee-Albright 

WILDROOT 

4:15-Su-WEAF 
Vee Lawnhurst 
John Segal 
*B. B., D. & O. 














NEW YORK 
9:30-10 P. M. 
E.S.T. 


THE 


ARMOUR >& JESTER 


PHIL 
BAKER 


EVERY FRIDAY EVENING 
WJZ, NBC NETWORK 


PARAMOUNT, New York 


Held Over This Week (March 2) 
SECOND WEEK 


CHICAGO 
8:30-9 P. M. 


C.S.T. 
Thru Station WENR 





- a 








= 





WIZ 
NBC NETWORK 
9:30-10 P.M, 
E.8.T. 








HARRY 
McNAUGHTON 


coast ALIAS “BOTTLE” 


COAST THE ARMOUR HOUR 


PARAMOUNT, New York 
Held Over This Week (March 2) 
SECOND WEEK 


CHICAGO 
6:30-9 P.M. C.S.T. 
Thra 
Station WENR 




















_i 





= 








CONRAD 
THIBAULT 


Wednesday, 8:30-9 P.M. 
WABC 


Thursday, 9-10 P.M. 
WEAF 











_s 

















CURTIS and ALLEN 
Palace Theatre Bidg, New York 


RUBY | 
NORTON 


JACK CURTIS 























WENR (Daily) 











Edward Davies 
Chicago a Capella 


Chas. Eggleston 
*Blackett 





DP 
J 
= 
_— 
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}) and HIS ORCHESTRA 


At Prima Rainbo Gardens 
NBC—CHICAGO—NBC ‘ 


WIZ (Wed.) 11:30 P.M. EST 








10:30 P.M. CST { 











LYMAN 


AND 


HIS 


CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 
COAST-TO-COAST 
WABC 


SUNDAY, 2:30 p. 


umes WEAF ssaumeee 


/ 


— 
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Tuesday, March 6, 1934 


MUSIC 





VARIETY 55 











| Most Played on the Air Last Week | 


| 





through-Friday week, regularly. 


lata obtained from ‘Radio Log’ 





To familiarize the rest of the country with the tunes most sung || 
and played on the air around New York, the following is the com 
pilation for last week. This tabulation will continue reguiarly,. 

In answer to inquiries, these plugs are figured on a Saturday- 


Tabulation in turn is broken down into two divisions: Number 
of plugs on the major networks (WEAF and WJZ of the NBC chain. 
and WABC, key station of CBS), along with the total of plugs on 
New York's two full-time independent stations—WOR and WMCA. 


| 


compiled by Accurate Reporting 





ervice. 

WEAF 

WJZ WOR 

Title WABC WMCA Total 

Let's Fall. in Love” ...c.csscscccees 21 18 39 
GEA tan cuebod onensete ts coaecebe 13 12 25 
‘There Goes My Heart’ ............ 14 17 31 
‘Without That Certain Thing’ ...... 21 9 30 
‘This Little Piggy Went to Market’ 15 15 30 
‘In a Shelter From a Shower’...... 14 15 29 (|| 
FP PUNO an eeadeel sce sebosest 19 8 27 «|| 
‘Coffee in the Morning’............. 13 12 95 || 
‘Over Somebody Else’s Shoulder’... 11 14 25 (II 
‘Old Spinning Whecl’ .............. 14 10 24 
‘Smoke Gets Into Your Eyes’.....,. 16 7 23 
‘In the Valley of Yesterday’........ 7 15 22 
‘Do You Miss Me Tonight?’........ 13 8 21 
‘| Just Couldn’t Take It’ ........... 12 9 21 








HYLTON MAY 


SUE MILLS 
ABROAD © 


Irving Mills and his Cab Calloway 
orchestra sailed for London without 
any injunction hanging over them 
through N. Y. Supreme Court Jus- 
tice Shientag having denied the in- 
junction plea by Jack Hylton 
against Mills, et al, Instead, Hylton 
may continue the injunction petition 
against Mills, Calloway, ete,, when 
they reach London, This does not 
halt the damage suit which is still 
pending. Hylton, among other things, 


also asked for $50,000 damages on 
his. alleged 


exclusive contractial 
arrangement with Mills. ; -» 
Bernie Miller, atting for some ‘of 
the defendants, along: with 8. J. 
Buzzell on Mills’ behalf, also agreed 
with J:°T: Abeles for Hylton that 
Mills Bros. and Tommy Rockwell 
be dropped as co-defendants in view 
of Mills-Rockwell, Inc., having split 


their original partnership prior to 
this suit having been started. 

After Justice Shientag rejected 
Hylton’s move for a temporary ,in- 
junction involving the acts booked 
by Irving Mills and Thomas G. 
Rockwell, counsel for the latter 
asked that the London bandman 
be ordered to put up a bond for $450 
as security for trial costs. 
was granted. 

Justice Shientag held. that the 
cause of action did not justify re- 
straining any of the acts involved 
from -making appearances abroad 
and that the-injunction could wait 
until the facts of the case had been 
aired through a_ vyregular = trial. 
Named in, the temporary injunction 
Process that Abeles submitted to 
the court were, besides Calloway, 
Duke Ellington, the Mills Blue 
Rhythm band, Bing Crosby, the 
Four Mills Bros., and Ruth Etting. 
Last three acts Rockwell took along 
with him when he withdrew from 
the partnership with Mills and or- 
ganized Rockwell-O’Keefe, Inc. 

In’ opposing Abeles’ request for 
an injunction pending trial, Mills’ 
counsel .contended that Calloway’s 
services were owned anyway by the 
Cotton Club management and that 
the latter had been responsible for 
the current European bookings. It 
was also argued that even if Hyl- 
ton’s contract made him a bona fide 
beneficiary of any overseas booking 
closed before or on Jan. 17 by Mills- 
Rockwell, Inc., the agreement be- 
came automatically void with the 
dissolution of that corporation sev- 
eral months ago. 


eg a 


RE-ELECT ROBBINS 


Jack Robbins was re-elected a di- 
rector of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors & Publishers. 
Extension of his term took place at 
the Feb. 28 meeting of the board, 

Period involved is the balance of 
1934 and represents the unexpired 
term of E. F. Bitner, who resigned 
last summer, it 


Motion 


BILLY ARNOLD BACK 


Paris Music Agent Returns to 
t Native Land 


— ? 


Billy Arnold, - American band 
| leader who has sojourned in Paris 
| tor 14 years, is back to re-head- 
‘quarter in New York now that the 
frane is 15 to the dollar as against 
'ihe 25 parity ‘before. Arnold left 
| his brother Henry in Paris to con- 
; tinue his Transvariety talent agency 
' which is the sdle American-enfran- 
chised ‘booking ‘agency ir. France. It 
handled all the Arnold dance bands | 
at the various Mediterranean resorts 
and elsewhére besides sending acts 
to. America. Walter Batchelor and 
Stanley Rayburn are the N. Y. reps 
for Transvariety. . 
While en route to America, 
Arnold’s father committed suicide 
in. his Paterson, .N. J. home, in- 
duced by ‘illness. This cemented 
Arnold's decision to remain in N. Y. 
His standing; on the Continent as 
a favorite with American tourists to 
Paris and Cahnes, Juan-les-Pins, 
etc. is w.k..in and out of the trade. 





Governing board of the New 
York musicians’ union (802) has 
|launched a campaign to enforce 








UNION WARNING 


802’s Ultimatum On Broadway Cafe 
Underscaling 








payment of the union scale among | 
restaurants, cafes and nite clubs in | 
the Broadway sector. Notice has | 
been served upon the operators of 
the dine and dance spots involved 


that they have until April to 
straighten their individual situa- 
tions. 


Union has declared itself as pre- 
pared to adjust working conditions 
in spots requiring it, but that un- 
der no circumstances would the 
underscaling be tolerated. As part 
of the campaign the members of 
each band playing a Broadway spot 
are being called in by the 802 board 
and quizzed about the contents of 
their weekly pay envelopes. 





Juryman Makes a 
Speech—Mistrial 
In Mayer's Action 








Trial of Max Mayer’s $1,250,000 
anti-trust action against the Music 
Dealers Service, Inc., and some 20 
associated publishers ended 45 
minutes after it started Thursday 
(1) when Judge Bryant in the New 
York Federal court granted a mo- 
tion for a mistrial. Request that 
the jury be dismissed was made by 
the defendants’ chief counsel, A. S. 
Gilbert. Summoning of a new 
panel was ‘set for today (Tues.). 


Blow-up came with dramatic 
suddenness. Maurice Richmond, 
Mayer’s former partner and now 
general manager of the MDS, was 
the first witmess called. For 45 
minutes David; Podell, counsel for 
Mayer, had devoted himself to lead- 
ing Richmond through 4 technical 
réplanation of how ‘the. MDS func- 
tioned when a'juryman ‘broke into 





MUSIC. NOTES — 





Jack Mass replacing Mickey Hes- 
tor on Ceast for E.. B, Marks Music 
Co. Set by Bill Weinann. 

Paes Raeeey. 

Selda Castie, torch singer, and 
Ann Graham, blues warbler, are ap- 
pearing with’ Happy Felton’s or- 
chestra aboard the Paradise Ship, 
‘Troy, N. Y: i 





Mike Bonelli’s unit now at the St. 
Moritz, Lake Placid. 





Duane Sawyer, sax soloist of re- 
cording standing, has his own band 
now. ; 





Hal Raymond’s combv signatured 
for the Allen, Cleveland, starting 
late in March. 


| 





Contracts have been signed by 
Kaimar and Kuby to write an origi- 
nal script and the music for the 
next Wheeler and Woolsey comedy 
at Radio on the coast. 





Syndicate operating the Cafe de 
Paris, New York, has taken over 
the Manhattan Casino for conver- 
sion into a dine and dance em- 
porium of the. Paree type. Oper- 
ators figuring on opening it in three 
weeks, with Billy Rose responsible 
there also for the floor show. 





Abe Lyman will be located at the 
Chicago World’s Fair this summer. 





Chick Webb has replaced Don 
Redmond at the Cafe de Paris, New 
York. 





. 


Witmark has put to press an 





Eddie Cantor song and joke book, 
52 pages, containing the five songs 
from the ‘Roman Scandals’ score, 
gags culled from the Chase & San- 
born scripts, and caricature illustra- 
tions. 





Bobby Gross, formerly of Santly 
Bros. prof. staff, now handling the 
Los Angeles area for Mills Music, 
Inc, 





Jacques Krakeur, 2nd, is respon- 
sible for the song incidental music 
in the new edition of the ‘Sunday- 
Nights-at-Nine’ at the Barbizon 


the direct examination with a re- 
mark that he would like to question 
the witness himself on a point. The 
query had to do with the way the 
song sheets.came wrapped from the 
printer. : ‘ 

After a brief exchange of ques- 
tions and answers on the matter of 
printing costs, the juryman said 
that he himself had been in the print- 
ing business and that he doubted 
whether things were as Richmond 
éxplained them, The juryman also 
remarked ‘that if Richmond was go- 
ing to testify that way he (the 
juryman) would be against him 
from the start. 

With that Gilbert popped out of 
his chair and declared that this 
juryman had revealed enough prej- 
udice to warrant calling a mistrial. 
The judge replied that the situation 
could be solved by withdrawing 
this juror and proceedings with 11 
men in the box. Gilbert insisted 
upon dismissing the entire panel 
and starting all over with a new 
set of jurymen. 

Mayer filed his suit in the fall 
of 1932, alleging the organization 
of the MDS constituted a conspir- 
acy in restraint of trade. 


Gershwin’s $65,000 Total Gross for 
28 Stands in 28 Days at $2.75 Top 





Let’s Talk It Over 


Mental telepathy, in reverse, 
among the tunesmiths. 

In ‘Harcld Teen’ Warner 
Bros. has a lyric titled ‘Simple 





and Sweet’. Remick is pub- 
lishing. 

Included in the _ score of 
George White’s Scandals’ is 


the ditty ‘Sweet and Simple’. 
Sam Fox publishing. 











Pittsburgh Citizens Cite 
Grove Cafe as Nuisance 


Pittsburgh, March 5. 
First Pittsburgh night club to be 


threatened with loss of its state 
liquor license is Cocoanut Grove, 
against which several complaints 
have been filed recently. People 


living in the neighborhood of the 
cabaret charge that the spot is a 
common nuisance, that it operates 
until all hours of the night in di- 
rect violation of a city ordinance, 
and insist that it be. closed. 

Court hearing is slated for next 
week. If charges are substantiated, 
booze license can be revoked under 
present regulations and spot will 
be forced to operate, if at all, as 
an ordinary restaurant. 

Cocoanut Grove is operated by 
Art Farrar, who also has the band 
there, and his mother, both of whom 
won attention, here several years 
ago as partners in a marathon 
dancing contest. While it has been 
going for more than a year, club 
has hit the black consistently only 
since arrival of repeal. 


GREEN SUES MCA 


Avers ‘Band Agency Lured Noble 
Sissle Away 








Suits for $30,000 and $25,000, re- 
spectively, against Music Corpora- 
tion of America and Noble Sissle 
were filed in New York Supreme 





court by. Charles E. Green of Con- 
solidated Radio Artists. se | 

Green alléges MCA induced Sissle 
to leave him and place his band un- 
der MCA’s management, despite the 
existence of a managerial contract 
between Sissle and Green, Contract 
has 15 months of ‘an original two 
years’ term to go, Green claims. 

Attorney. for Green in both ac- 
tions is Harry Berman, 


Jay Whidden Pays 
Los Angeles, March 5. 

Fined $500 each on two counts of 
underpaying bandmen at local ho- 
tels, Jay Whidden, Coast orchestra 
leader, kicked in with the $1,000 to 
Musicians Local 47. 

His prompt payment of the fines 
avoided expulsion from the . union, 
which had been threatened. 








Cohn with Jones 


Solly Cohn, whose’ connection 
with Leo Feist, Inc., represents 
close to 22 years, has quit that firm 
to go with the Isham Jones Music 
Publishing Co. 

With Jones Cohn will function in 
the capacity of general professional 
manager, 








Publishers Are Battling Over Songs 
Composer Once Sold for $5 Apiece 





With ‘Last Round Up’ and ‘Spin- 
ning Wheel’ as successive song hits 
to his credit, Billy Hill is due to 
find his moniker on a deluge of re- 
leases that various publishing con- 
cerns are readying for the counter. 
Practically all of these songs have 
recently been dug out of the safes 
and dusted off and are reminiscent 
of the not so long ago when Hill 
was peddling them around for $5 
apiece or whatever he could get. In 
almost all instances the songs were 
outright buys. 

Litigation over this exhuming of 
the Hill works is already threaten- 
ing. Shapiro-Bernstein, publisher of 
the ‘Round Up’ and ‘Wheel’ num- 
bers, has notified Schuster-Korn- 
heimer that it must not, in releas- 
ing ‘Prarie Lullaby,’ credit Hill on 








Plaza, New York. 





the title page as:being the writer 


of the former two songs. S-K part- 
nership had obtained the ‘Prarie 
Lullaby’ script from Southern Mu- 
sic Co., to which Hill had sold it 
outright two years ago. 

Shapiro-Bernstein is also con- 
tending that Schuster-Kornheimer 
has no right to use even the Billy 
Hill tag, as the ‘Prairie’ lament had 
been sold under the pseudonym of 
George Brown. 

Another firm that has announced 
publication of a Hill manuscript 
from away back in Leo Feist, Inc. 
Title of this one is ‘Just Across the 
3order.’ In this instance Shapiro- 
3ernstein has authorized use of the 
silly Hill name. 

Hill’s ‘Spinning Wheel’ last week 
had gone over the 550,000 mark in 

Roundup’ had 
n 450,000 copies. 


sheet sales. ‘Last 
a 


better tha 


achieved be iz 


George Gershwin’s tour of 28 
stands in 28 days, from the east to 
Iowa, grossed more than $66,000 at 
$2.75 top. Total is regarded as big 
for a first time around, but the 
profit was under expectations be- 
cause of operating expenses. 

Average weekly gross was $16,- 
600 with high spots being Boston, 
Toronto and St. Paul. The gate ap- 
proximated $5,000 in each of these 
cities. Weakest engagement was 
Brooklyn where the final concert 
was given to less than $900. 


Band of nearly 40 pieces cost 
close to $5,000, while James Melton, 
voeal soloist, was in for $1,000 
weekly. 


Harry Askin, who represented the 
late John Philip Sousa, booked the 
tour, handled the advance and 
managed the attraction. 


BRYK RETURNS 
TO EUROPE, 
MUSIC OK 


Hugo Bryk, European rep of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors. and Publishers, left for his 
headquarters ‘in Paris Saturday 
(3) after a six-day stop in New 
York. 

Theatrical conditions on the Con- 
tinent are tough, in general, he 
said, although the ASCAP is doing 
pretty well.for its members over 
there due’ to a shorténing of music 
output in Europe. Outside of Em- 
merich Kalman in Budapest, Franz 
Lehar in’ Vienna and Willy Stoll in 
Berlin, he says, composers there are 
not producing much of world-wide 
merit. ; 

Bryk’'s' offices were moved during 
the past year from Berlin to Paris. 
He say this was not especially be- 
cause of political situation, but be- 
cause he found it easier to conduct 
business outside of Germany, where 
the’ money embargo made it difficult 
for him to pay off various ASCAP 
members, without recurring to a. lot 
of political maneuvering. 

Legit and films are in very bad 
shape throughout the continent; he 
reports, although British legit is 
doing fairly well, 











Claims Telegram Wasn’t 
Delivered, Sues for $2,800 


Dallas, March 5. 

Alleged failure of Western Union 
to deliver a telegram, thereby caus- 
ing loss of two playing contracts in 
Florida, was the basis of a $2,800 
suit filed here against the company 
by Les Ainsley and his orchestra. 

Sol Hoff, leader of the band, had 
arranged for two eight-week dates 
at the Club Madrid and Flamingo 
Park theatre, in Miami, wiring from 
there to his Dallas players for con- 
firmation on Jan. 3, the petition sets 
forth. Failure of Hoff to receive 
an answer caused him to cancel the 
contracts, only to learn later that 
his telegram had not been deliv- 
ered, the suit states. 


hie 


Give Tunesters Chance 


Hollywood, March 5. 

Members of Musicians local 47 
who are playing steady or seasonal 
engagements of four days or more 
outside of picturé studios are now 
working under regulations which 
prohibit them playing at any studio 
either for rehearsals, tests, record- 
ing, side line or atmosphere. 
Regulations were promulgated 
several weeks ago, and became op- 
erative last week. 











Lombardo’s Dixie Dates 


Chicago, March 5, 

Guy Lombardo band moves in 
from the Coast to open at Galveston 
on April 18 for a two-weeks stay 
and then into the Club Forest in 
New Orleans for a fortnight. 

From the south band heads for 
a vaude tour on a trip back to New 
York, where it will pick up further 





air: dates. 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Jimmy Hanley may have an accidental song hit on his hands, due to 


Charlie Bayha, manager of The Sizzlers, 
contriving original jingles which he 
One of these 
Bayha guested at the Hanleys’ Long Island 


writing game with his kids, 
bies them to sleep with nightly. 
Pigs Are Pork Chops Now’. 


air act. Hanley plays a song- 


lulla- 


was ‘The Three Little 


home one night and thought it a cute number for the Sizzlers to do. The 
reaction was big and Harms took the publishing rights. 





In connection with last week’s commentary on the Hollywood studio 
maestros who contribute so importantly to screen musicals, Warners has 


an orchestrator in Ray Heindorf who assists Leo F. Forbstein. 


the general musical director at the 


Latter is 
Burbank studios. 





Fox announcement that none of its ‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (ex-‘Movie- 
tone Follies’) music would be pre-released via disc or air believed to be 
forerunner of general shutdown by all musica! producers, due to squawks 


by exhibitors. Latter have charged 


that producers were actually cutting 


off b.o. dollars, through belief advance expose of numbers was good 


exploitation. 


Reverse is held to have been true, with most of punch 


taken from pictures through hit numbers being stale by time public 
heard them in form in which they were intended for first hearing. 





Management of the Colonnades of the Essex House avers that it has 
no objection to visitors to the Camel broadcasts which originate from 
this dine and dance spot. Not only are the cig account’s guests wel- 
come, say the Colonnade operators, but they are prepared to increase 
this special seating arrangement from 75 to 150 seats, if requested. 





Lanny Ross (Maxwell Show Boat) is getting special advertising copy 
build-up by Paramount pictures in film trade papers in connection with 


the picture, ‘Melody In Spring’. 





Lake George Showboat 
Overboard for $75,000 


Glens Falls, N. Y., March 5. 

‘The Showboat’, which made a 
splurge on Lage George last sum- 
mer, using name orchestras and 
catering to diners and dancers, was 
launched with actual cash capital of 
$500 and closed the season owing 
$75,184.03. This was revealed at the 
first meeting of creditors of the 
bankrupt company before Referee 
Homer Borst here. 

Frederick L. Kavanaugh, son of 

former State Senator Frederick W. 
Kavanaugh, general manager of the! 
Lake George Transportation com- | 
pany, operators of the Showboat and | 
other lake vessels, was absent from 
the hearing. His fathe: said he be- 
lieved the son was in Springfield, 
Maas., but his attorney, Harold 
Turner of Troy, said later that the 
younger Kavanaugh cannot be lo- 
eated. 

Showboat, besides charging for 
meals, collected $1 couvert and 
played to an average of 800 each 
night during the summer. 


SCHULMAN’S COTTON CLUB 
Spokane, March 6. 
Cotton club will be opened eariy 
in March by Harry Shulman, who 
closed his other spot, Embassy club, 
this week. Embassy was six miles 
from the city. 





Cotton club has a downtown lo- 


cation. A colored girls’ band will 
provide the dance music and a floor 
show will augment. 





The Pines, night club, 16 miles 
from Nashville on the Harding road, 
taken over by Slim Eskew. 


Metro’s Music Changes 


Culver City, March 5. 

Metro is giving its music depart- 
ment more room to work in and also 
two assistants to aid Jack Chur- 
tock, head of the department, in 
casting. Spacious building has 
been cut inte offices to handle 
about 30 functioning heads. 

Henry Highwater has been as- 
signed toe assist Churtock in the 
vocal casting chores, with Dave 
Friedman on the dancing task. 

Change takes all musical casting 
away from the general offices pre- 
sided over by Ben Piazza. 


RESUME FRISCO CONCERTS 
San Francisco, March 5. 

Hearkening back to an old favor- 
ite form of Frisco entertainment, 
Orpheum began a series of Sunday 
morning musical concerts this week 
(25), with Gino Severi directing. 

Union gave Fanchon & Marco a 
concession on men for a few weeks, 
until theatre can get a line on pub- 
lic response, which at one time was 
very big for that type of thing. 
Radio has cut in seriously last five 
years. 











Elflington’s Short 
Hollywood, March 6. 
Here for Paramount’s ‘Murder at 
the Vanities,’ Duke Ellington’s band 
will also do a short for Radio. 
Two-reeler will be one of the 
‘Headline’ series. 





Green Lantern Reopens 
Schenectady, March 6. 
Green Lantern on the Schenec- 
tady-Saratoga (N. Y.) Road has 
reopened. 
Playing a floor show and the 





Boys Go Antique 





Inspired by the success of 
‘The Old Spinning Wheel,’ the 
vogue for research among 
Colonial Americana is hotter 
than ever in Tin Pan Alley. 
Some of the follow-up tunes 
already set for release are: 

‘Grandfather’s Clock’; ‘By 
the Old Wheel Pump,; “The 
Old Covered Bridge; ‘My Old 
Fashioned Girl’; ‘The Old 
Fashioned World’; ‘The Old 








Trunk in the Attic.’ 


New Business 


(Continued from page 53) 


program feature, ‘Jeannette Cream- 
ers Cooking School.’ KGW. 

Porter-Scarpelli Macaroni Com- 
pany, two months’ announcement 
service on Cooking School program. 
KGW. 

Crazy Water Crystals Company, 
one month announcement service, 
local branch office. KEX. 


Manikin Tea, five minute broad- 
casts Monday, ‘Wednesday and Fri- 
days, through MacWilkins and Cole 
agency. Listed as Dorothy Dodd- 
Manikin Tea. KEX. 

Master Music Makers (Sylvester 
L. Cross), one year studio programs, 
listed as ‘Songs of Tomorrow,’ each 
Tuesday evening. KEX. 











CHARLOTTE, N. C. 


Charlotte Hudson-Essex Co., four 
announcements. WSOC. 

Eureka Photo Co., 26 announce- 
ments. WSOC. 

Pressiley’s (clothing store), 13 an- 
nouncements. WSOC. 

Black and White Tazi Co., 13 an- 
nouncements. WSOC 

Efird’s (department. store), six 16- 
min. programs. WSOC. 

Green Gebles (beer garden), 52 
announcements. WSOC. 

Byers Motor Co., three 16-min. 
programs. WSOC. 

Dorothy Perkins Co., New York 
City. Series of 13 16-min. tran- 
scription aaa on Mondays 

8 p.m., beginning March 6, 1934, 
placed by Radio Sales, Inc., New 
York City. WBT. 

Hoppe Motor Co., Charlotte, N. C., 
local Chrysler dealers. Series of 21 
announcements beginning Feb. 26, 
1934, placed locally. WBT. 

Merrold pB mrmny Co., Des Moines, 
Iowa. Series of 26 one-min. an- 
nouncements dally, except Sunday, 
beginning Feb. 28, 1934, placed by 
Radio Sales, Inc., Chicago. WBT. 

Ironized Yeast Co., Atlanta, Ga. 
Series of 26 five-min. transcription 
programs at 6:40 p.m., Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, yg wv 
March 6, 1934, placed by 
Sales, Inc., New York City. wor 
M. L. Clein & Co., Charlotte, N. C. 
New series of 52 one-min. announce- 
ments, beginning March 9, two each 
day, placed locally. WBT. 

Glasgow Allison Co., Charlotte, 
local Atwater Kent distributors. New 
series of 15-min. programs, begin- 
ning March 1, 1934, placed locally. 
WBT. 





Robbins Music Corp. will publish 
Don Bestor’s folio of pieces he's 
written in the past with these in- 
cluding ‘Down by the Winegar 








Band of Rhythm. 


Works’ and ‘Doodle Doo Doo.’ 























ISHAM JONES MUSIC CORP. 
1619 Broadway, New York City 





I Take Great Pleasure in Announcing That 


SOLLY COHN 


Is Now Associated With Me and Will Act as 


General Professional Manager of the 


ISHAM JONES MUSIC CORPORATION 


Bicfo~ 





South 


(Continued from page 562) 


of the American College of Sur- 
geons heard over KOMA, Oklahoma 
City, during the medical conven- 
tion. 

Bascom Hopson, president WAPI, 
Birmingham, is the father of a baby 
boy. 

Beasley Smith, orchestra director 
WSM, Nashville, has formed a trio 
captioned “Three Music Makers.’ 
Includes Opie Cates and Red Kent. 

Harry Stone, manager of WSM, 
Nashville, celebrated his 36th birth- 
day with a wurty given by Lasses 
White and wife. About 40 mem- 
bers of the staff attended. 

Bull Conner is getting ready for 
the baseball season by doing a pro- 
gram three times a week over 
WBRC, Birmingham, with Sarah 
and Sue Bryant. ° 
One of the worst storms in his- 
tory seriously interfered with radio 
in North Carolina on February 26 
and 27, when stations WBIG, at 
Greensboro, and WSJS, at Winston- 
Salem, among others, were off the 
air for a time. 

A combination hurricane and sleet 
storm tore down miles of power, 
telephone and telegraph lines and 
left several cities sitting in dark- 
ness and silence for the greater part 
of two days. 

A check of the places of birth of 
members of the staff of WBT, Char- 
lotte, N. C., reveals a cosmopoli- 
tan crowd. Points of birth include 
China (he isn’t a Chinaman) Mas- 
sachusetts, Arkansas, Ohio, Vir- 
ginia, Georgia, New York and South 
Carolina—with only three of the 
15 regularly employed staff mem- 
— natives, or born in North Caro- 
ma. 

Arthur Wenige and the Raymond 
Brothers, talent for the RCA-Vic- 
tor program over WBT, Charlotte, 
N. C., were used on February 26 to 
entertain 200 North and South 
Carolina dealers for the Southern 
Radio Corporation, of Charlotte, at 
a banquet and sales conference. 
Several instruments have been 
added to Billy Knauff’s band, WBT, 
Charlotte, N. C. 

Tony Hadgi, stafi musician with 
WBT, Charlotte, N. C., has been se- 
lected to play the viola in the North 


at Carolina Symphony Orchestra, a 


state organization, drawing from 
the musical talent of the entire 
state. 

Ted Doolittle, who is making a 
hit with his ‘Village Nutsmith,’ 
over WBT, Charlotte, N. C., says 
that he lived by stealing peanuts 
from the squirrels in Central park, 
New York, after the Amalgamated, 
with which he was associated, 
folded. 

An announcer for WBT, Char- 
lotte, N. C., reading an announce- 
ment for a new automobile just 
appearing on the market, unhappily 
substituted the name of the city 
for the name of the car, making it 
read: ‘See Charlotte’s knee action 
tomorrow.’ 

Clair Shadwell out one week with 
carbuncle, 

WWNC, Asheville, N. C., cele- 
brated a very quiet birthday last 
week. The station is seven years 
old. G. O. Shepherd, director, put 
on one special 15-minute birthday 
program: ‘Random Recollections of 
a Station Directors.’ He compared 
the four hours a day broadcast time 
six years ago with the 17 hours 
daily now. Other comparisons were 
made. 

Station WWNC, Asheville, N. C., 
led all NBC stations in the south- 
east and south-central groups in 
fan mail records for 1933, the sta- 
tion announces. 

Heten Flanagan, Miami, Fla., so- 
prano, who has‘worked for stations 
in various sections of the United 
States and Canada, sang the lead 
in ‘Spanish Moon,’ presentation of 
the Asheville Kennel Club. 

Doris Terry Andrews, of the An- 
drews Sisters, Sunday afternoon act 
over WBT, Charlotte, N. C., is at 
home after un appendicitis opera- 
tion. Mary, the other sister, is 
doing solos until Doris is well. 


West 





Archie Presby, program director 
ef KGW and KEX, told how the 
public market is being seld over the 
air on KGW, at a meeting of the 
Portland Advertising Club. Showal- 
ter Lynch, of MacWilkins and Cole 
Agency, and Jean Hall, actress on 
KGW and KEX staff, assisted in 
recreating a broadcast for enter- 
tainment of ad chiefs of the city. 
Idea is to gag commercial plug as 
announcer threads up and down the 
aisles with fem stooge. 

‘Chic’ Sale was welcomed to the 
city of Portland, and interviewed 
over the Oregonian station KEX 
when at the Broadway. 

WOWO had special hook-up on 
Golden Glove tourney during the 
Fort Wayne wreliminaries. 


CONSOLIDATING 
TWO MUSIC 
CODES 


Code authority for the publish- 
ing industries has decided to con- 
solidate the popular and standard 
music codes into a single document. 
Another NRA coterie in Washing- 
ton several months ago ordered 
them separated. 

Purpose of returning the cove- 
nants to the merged state is for 
economy. With separate codes the 


pop and standard factions of the 
industry would each be shouldered 
with the expense of administering 
individually. With a single code 
for both the administration cost 
will be clipped in half. 

Authority expects to have the 
merged version ready for submis- 
sion to the publishers’ code com- 
mittee by the end of this week. If 
approved, the document will be 
announced by Washington as ready 
for a public hearing. 

Payson Irwin, administrator for 
the publishing industries, has, how- 
ever, assured Irwin A. Edelman, 
counsel for the wholesaler and job- 
ber interests, that no final action 
would be taken on the code while 
the latter is occupied with the trial 
of Max Mayer's anti-trust suit 
against Music Dealers Service, Inc. 


NIGHT CLUB REVIEW 


Club Victor, Seattle 


Seattle, March 3. 

With the burg full of nite spots 
where beer flows and dance bands 
play, class nite clubs are few in 
number. Club Victor alone in the 
top ranks makes a bid for a floor 
show and gives ‘the patrons a chance 
to relax, sip and sup. 

Show is put on in two sections, 
the last half winding up about 2 
a.m. Clark Beldin is m. c. and does 
a turn or two of dancing, which are 
ekay. There is no line cf girls at 
present. Band has Art Kloeth as 
leader, with June Love as featured 
soloist. 

Richardson Twins get their best 
returns from a ‘goofus’ dance turn. 
Clever local gals sing along with 
some of their soft shoe. Willow, 
Mays and Boots are a comedy dance 
tean., while Joan and Virginia 
Brandt are a nice harmony team, 
Latter, however, were hidden away 
back at the pianyv, with Joan tick- 
ling the ivories, and with a coustics 
n . so good were in a difficult spot. 
Leona Linsler follows in a rhumba. 

Robert E. Larson is manager for 
Vie Meyers, who is the state’s Lieut. 
Gov., and who spends his spare time 
greeting the guests and taking the 
bator at times. It isn’t every club 
that can have a real ‘gov’ in the 
flesh to say ‘hello Bill’ and Nell. 
Helps make this the pop club of the 
burg with biz rating right along. 

Manager Larson brings wide ex- 
perience to his job. He knows wines 
and was a former band leader on 
his own. 

Club is now starting to book 
clubs, groups ete. for certain 
nights, Which brings itt & biock of 
‘outside’ money on slow nights 
weekly. Floor handles 150 couples 
at a time and is largest of the type 
in town. Tables for 700 persons. 

Victor had a club in Portland, 
same name, which he recently sold, 
to devote his full attention to the 
Seattle spot, plus his political job 
and aspirations. Trepp. 
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An Old Friend 


HENRY BUSSE 


still broadcasting great mu- 
sic via CBS from the Chez 
Paree in Chicago. 

Henry, a smart tune-picker, 
features: 


“WE'LL MAKE HAY WHILE 
N SHINES” 

“| JUST COULDN'T TAKE IT 
BA 7” 
“DANCING IN THE MOON- 
“THE MOONLIGHT WALTZ” 


“INFATUATION” 
Pada es | Paxes. THE 


ROBBINS 


MUSIC CORPORATION 
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MEET YOUR FAVORITE STAR OF STAGE AND SCREEN 
AT MIKE FRITZEL’S 


CHEZ PAREE 


America’s Smartest Restaurant and Supper Club 
CHICAGO 


Delaware 1655 
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NATAR Revising ‘Code’ to Permit 
Commish Splitting Among Members: 
AFA Rejects, Circuits Won't Talk 


As as result of official and unoffi- 
cial reaction to its ‘code of ethics; 
National Association of Theatrical 
Artists Representative (agents) has 
decided to make some revisions. 
One change decided on by the board 
of governors at a meeting last week 
removes the restrictions from the 
original ruling against splitting of 
commissions, practically destroying 
the main theme of the original doc- 
ument. 

None of the circuits made an offi- 
cial statement ene way or the other 
in reply to the NATAR’s request for 
an opinion on the ‘code.’ The one 
actor group heard from was the 
American Federation of Actors 
(ABA), which stated it ‘could not 
accept the code in its present form.’ 

Silent Treatment 

Cireuit execs stated unofficially 
that they didn’t regard the ‘code’ 
either as practical or workable. For 
that reason the _ circuit people 
dropped their original intention of 
taking concerted action. Their 
present attitude fs to give it the 
strictly silent treatment. 

William Morris office, NBC and 
CBS artist bureaus, Simon agency 
and Romm, Bestry, Meyers & 
Scheuing continued to decline to 
join the agents’ organization. They 
are the largest of the agencies still 
outside the NATAR ranks. 

Change in the commish splitting 
clause of the ‘code’ will permit 
NATAR members to split with other 
NATAR members, although the uni- 
form contract by which the agents 
retain sole rights to acts they rep- 
resent will be used. 

Splits Nullify Strength 

The no-splitting regulation was 
the underlying theme of the whole 
‘code,’ since this rested on the plan 
of the NATAR president, Arthur 
Lyons, to make all agents the ex- 
lusive reps of their own acts only, 
and abolish the present system by 
which an actor has a _ different 
agent in each branch of the busi- 
ness. At the same time it would 
have abolished booking office fran- 
chises and ‘ins.’ 

Another change recommended in 
the ‘code’ by the board members 
will extend the five-year appren- 
ticeship requirement to recognize 
service in any booking or produc- 
ing capacity in show business as 
qualification for an agency permit. 
It had been »ydointed out that the 
five-year rule, as originally written, 
would force any booker or showman 
to go to work for an agent for five 
years before being eligible to become 
an agent on his own. 

The changes will be presented to 
the NATAR membership as a mass 
meeting at the Astor hotel Thurs- 
day night (8). 


PITT DELTIYERS RACK 
TO STRAIGHT PICTURES 


Pittsburgh, March 5. 

Both Penn and Stanley are back 
to straight pictures currently after 
several weeks of presentations. 
Penn is playing ‘Moulin Rouge’ 
while Stanley has ‘Wonder Bar’ in 
for two weeks. 

This Friday (9) Penn resumes 
stage shows, at least temporarily. 
with Joe Penner in at $3,750. Last 
time Penner played here was at the 
Stanley for $900. 

Following Penner, Penn reverts to 
straight pictures and resumption of 
shows problematical. As for Stan- 





“ley, nothing at all in sight for stage. 


Returning to presentations after 
two years, both houses have been 
hitting tough sledding. Toughest 
kind of weather breaks the past 


month and expected inercase in 
business hasn’t been near expecta- 
tions. Meanwhile, small-seat Pitt, 
Playing nameless units on a _ per- 


centage basis, has been consistently 
turning a neat profit. 





Carrillo for Personals 
Loew’s is trying to get Leo Car- 


rillo for an eight week personal 
trek. Figure using him for ‘Viva 
Villa,’ in which he appears, when it 


opens at the Capitol. 

Other seven weeks to be played 
. eastern Loew houses with the 
ic, 








Builder-Upper 





If nothing else, the units 
have at least saved a hotel. 

Shortly before the Rivoli, 
Hempstead, L. I., became ‘ 1e 
showing spot for the short re- 
vues, the Colonial Hotel in 
that town was about to fold. 
Now the 35-roomer is grossing 
about $125 weekly from actors 
alone. 


Marco Name Hunt 
For Orph, ‘Frisco; 
Means F-WC Fight 


Los Angeles, March 5. 

Mike Marco returned Saturday 
(3) from Denver where he has been 
straightening out his stage shows. 

Announces a stage-name policy 
for the Orpheum, San Francisco. 
He is making a strong effort to sub- 
stitute stage for screen pull in this 
house, convinced it is the only 
method of offsetting the lack of 


screen product which he claims is 
denied him through Fox-WC tying 
up all available features. 

Marco intends to use names at 
the Orpheum to overcome the 
inertia of patrons, regardless of the 
effect of this policy on the regular 
Fanchon & Marco stage units play- 
ing the Fox Warfield there. 

First draw name will be the Mills 
Brothers, opening at the Orpheum 
March 15 for two weeks. Others 
in treaty for the spot are Ted 
Lewis, Duke Ellington and Kate 
Smith, all coming in rapid succes- 
sion, 

Expectation here is that the 
breach between F-WC and Marco 
will widen rapidly and come to a 
head by a split if he persists in his 
determination to use names at the 
Orpheum. 


HENRY CHESTERFIELD’S 
SHEET OFF; NO DOUGH 


NVA Theatrical News, supposed 
to be sponsored by outside dough, 
is off. 

Announcement by Henry Chester- 
field stated the paper was off due 
to ‘conditions over which this or- 
ganization has no control.’ There 
are no funds in the NVA Benefit 
Fund ; 

A throwaway the NVA had been 
publishing was discontinued about 
five weeks ago in anticipation of the 
outside-fostered house organ. This 
cost the actors’ benevolent club 
about $500 weekly. 


‘The Big Snow 


For once the New York weather 
bureau’s reports were correct—and 
for once nobody believed them. 

It was a ski jump from the Para- 
mount to the Capitol—if you could 
get to the Paramount. 

Four chisélers were snowed-in at 
the Palace lobby and touched each 
other for nine hours to keep in trim. 
Then they played poker, a different 
kind of touch. 





























One mugg sat through three 
shows in a B'’way house and then 
asked an usher to have dinner sent 








in. So the usher sat down and 
shared the frankfurter. 

It began to look bad for units 
when three producers were ma- 
rooned on Long Island. When the 
big thaw came and the producers 
escaped, the units looked worse. 

What an alibi it was for hus- 


bands. 





HOLTZ AT 4G 


Capitol His First Stage Booking on 
B’way in Year—$3,500 Cut 


Lou Holtz, at $4,000 net, opens 
March 16 at the Capitol, New York, 
for two weeks. House has an op- 








tion for a second two. Curtis & 
Allen set the deal, 
It will be Holtz’ first regular 


Broadway weeks’ stage bookings in 
more than a year, or since he com- 
renced asking $7,500. 

Capitol date won't interfere with 
his Sunday evening m.c.’ing at the 
Casino de Paree. 


DURANTE AT NY. 
CAPITOL ON PCT. 


Jimmie Durante is latest of the 
Metro picture names booked for a 
week’s stage appearance at the 
Capitol, New York. The Schnoz 
goes in week of March 16 as a 
single. 

Following the Capitol date 
Durante goes away on a two 
months’ vacation. Booking was 
made suddenly over the week-end. 
Jack Harvey, Durante’s material 
writer, was on the way to the Coast 
when advised at Chicago of the 
deal. He took a train back to New 
York. 

Terms for Durante at the Capitol 
same as with the other Metro play- 
ers there—studio salary plus per- 
centage. House is negotiating with 
Jack Benny for the same week. 


BERLE IN ORIENTAL 4 
WEEKS AT $3,000 PER 


Milton Berle will m. c. the first 
fir weeks of stage shows at the 
Oriental, Chicago, which goes vaude 
March 30. 

Berle, who was getting $450 two 
years ago, will reach his highest 
salary mark to date at the Oriental. 
He'll get $2,500 net, plus transporta- 
tion from New York and return, 
which, plus commish, brings the 
figure to about $3,000. Charlie Mor- 
rison set the deal. 


Navarro for B&K Acer 
As ‘Horses’ Deal Fades 


Chicago, March 5. 

Last-minute hitch in proceedings 
killed the chances for this week’s 
booking of ‘Hold our Horses’ show 
as tab into the B. & K. Chicago. 
Instead, B. & K. acer has secured 
Ramon Novarro as headliner. 

‘Horses,’ which last week com- 
pleted a seven-week stay at thé 
Grand, was pencilled in at $9,500 
net. B. & K. was agreeable and 
had signatured the contract, but the 
Shuberts in New York had to beg 
off when they couldn’t get together 
with the cast on salaries. 


F&M’s Import 


Los Angeles, March 5. 
Leah Sonneborn has been brought 
to the Coast from New York by 
Fanchon & Marco and will be as- 
signed to stage the dance routines 
of the F&M shows spotted in the 
Warfield, San Francisco. She re- 
lieves Alice Goodwin, who goes into 
the F&M _ studios. to instruct in 
dancing, replacing Reva Howitt, 
who left last week to be married. 
In addition to her ’Frisco duties, 
Miss Sonneborn will commute here 
weekly to discuss production and 
dance ideas with Fanchon. 





























Arkansas Booking 


Little Rock, March 5. 

Marvin, Inc., first booking office 
in the state of Arkansas, has been 
organized here by Eugene T. Oliver, 
former theatre manager. 

M. Robert 3ailey, Ted Bailey. 
L. N. White and Carl E. Baiiey are 
in on it. 





N.T.G. Producing 


Nils T. Granlund and Harry 
Romm are producing a unit, ‘Para- 
dise Beauty Parade.’ Harry Puck 
is staging. Opening at Fox’s, Phila- 
delphia, Friday (9). 

N.T.G. will not appear in the 





show. 





That Means No | 





Offered three weeks by Fan- 
chon & Marco, the Kitaros, 
Jap troupe, sent the following 
wire from St. Louis to its 
agent, Matt Kelly: 

‘I am very happy to play 
that three weeks but railroad 
fare hurt me very much. Just 
example is this week if I am 
go back to New York from here 
I think I lose my shirt. I am 
cold feet. Kindly explain to 
Mr. Kay. 

’Please explain to Mr. Kay if 
this okay kindly send me tick- 
ets because I have St. Louis 
blues.’ 


SPECIAL CODE 
BD. FOR VODE 
SQUAWKS 


A special field force to handle 
vaudeville complaints will probably 
be organized by the Code Authority 
immediately after it sets up griev- 
ance and zoning boards for film- 
dom. The grievance boards, which 
will handle picture squawks, are 
without authority under the code 
to include vaudeville matters within 
their scope. Only the Code Au- 
thority, right now, has that privi- 
lege. 

Vaude bureaus, according to au- 
thority informants, will likely not 
exceed four or five throughout the 
entire country. They will probably 
be centered in such cities as New 
York, Boston, New Orleans or At- 
lanta and either in San Francisco 
or Los Angeles. 

Unless such committees are set 
up with a degree of permanency, 
the C.A. reserving the same right 
it does with the film units of re- 
placing members at will but retain- 
ing the board structure, codists see 
where the Authority will be in a 
state of bedlam most of the time 
over matters which should be dis- 
posed of by lesser bodies. 


RKO CALLS INDIE ALLEN, 
CLEVELAND, ‘OPPOSISH’ 


RKO’s booking office has notified 
some of the agents and producers 
that the indie Allen, Cleveland, will 
be considered opposition and to 
guide themselves accordingly. 
Allen opened with stage shows 
Friday (2) playing the Count Berni 
Vici unit. Marty Forkins’ ‘Bot- 
t-ms Up’ (Rae Samuels) is set for 
next week (9). Arthur Fisher is 
booking the shows for New York. 
The opposish declaration was re- 
ported aimed chiefly at unit pro- 
ducers and agents. Allen will mostly 
play units. 


F.&M. Remaking ‘Chance’ 
With Olsen & Johnson 


Fanchon & Ma. .o will produce a 
re-make of ‘Take a Chance’ as a 
unit on the Coast with Olsen and 
Johnson. 

John Schultz will supervise pro- 
duction, leaving for the F. & M. 
Hollywood studios Friday (9). 





























Hollywood Unit 


Hollywood, March 5. 





‘Hollywood Tattle Tales’ is be- 
ing readied here by Lee Robinson, 
Inc., for a 10-week tour starting 
March 10 in San Diego. George | 
Mayo, Ethel Clayton, Pearl Regay 
and five other acts are in the cast. 

Right Off the Boat 

Condos Bros. went into the Music 
Hall Friday (2) immediately on 
their arrival in New York from 
England. rvhil Bloom set the deal. 

Hoofers had originally gone go 
London for a two-week engagement 
and remained two years. 





N. Y. License Commissioner Serving 
Summonses in Drive to License All 


Agents; Moss To Address Meeting 


+ 


—— 


License Commissioner Paul Moss 
is going ahead with his plans to li- 
cense_and bond every agent and 
booker in New York. Despite the 
fact that he has promised to meet 
with the agents’ association Thurs- 
day night (9) to work out plans for 
closer co-operation between that 
organization and the city govern- 
ment, Moss is shewing no leniency 
and his inspectors are still serving 
summonses, 

Of the 300 odd agents in New 
York City selling talent for all 
phases of the show business, Moss 
stated yesterday (5) that only 12 
had applied for licenses since he 
announced two weeks ago that they 
would have to pay the $25 fee ap- 
plicable to all employment agencies 
and undergo bonding ranging from 
$500 to $1,000, depending upon the 
type of agency. Thirty-eight offices 
had previously obtained licenses. 

It had been supposed that Come 
missioner Moss would set a dead- 
line date for the licensing until 
such time when the three agents’ 
organizations, NATAR, Entertain- 
ment Managers’ Association and 
Equity Agents’ Association, could 
fully apprise their membership of 
law. Commissioner Moss, however, 
pooh-poohed the idea, saying that 
it was a law that waits upon no- 
body, and that all unlicensed the- 
atrical agencies were now operating 
illegally. 

Fingerprints 

In accordanee with the rules and 
regulations of licensing selling and 
employing theatrical agencies, all 
applicants must be fingerprinted, 
with the prints later filed at police 
headquarters. 

Arthur 8S. Lyons and other mem- 
bers of an NATAR committee, along 


and agreed that the licensing and 
bonding of agents would be of ma- 
terial help in keeping the people in 
their business ‘straight.’ Lyons 
asked Moss to incorporate the 
agents’ code in the city ordinance 
affecting licensing of agencies. 
Moss said that he would consider 
it and also address the agents on 
the matter at their meeting Thurs- 
day night (8) at the Astor hotel. 
City ordinance which Commis- 
sioner Moss regards as applying to 
everybody concerned with the em- 
ployment of actors, doesn’t differen- 
tiate between agents and bookers. 
Agents had escaped the licensing up 
to now by calling themselves ‘per- 
sonal representatives,’ but Commis- 
sioner Moss declares no agent is 


exempt regardless of  technieal 
classification. 
The NATAR_ was originally 


formed a few weeks ago to fight 
the Wald bill presented to the State 
Assembly, which would have forced 
agents to pay a $500 yearly license 
fee as well as be bonded for $5,000. 


PUBLIX CLOSES 
WITH ROTHAFEL 


—_——__— 





S. L. Rothafel’s stage bookings 
with Publix are all set. Deal re- 
ported closed on a basis of $10,000 
weekly for the showman and a sup- 
porting company of around 40 peo- 
ple. Rothafel sailed for London Fri- 
day (2), and confirmed the booking. 
Publix is understood to have 
Rothafel and his show booked for 
12 weeks commencing March 30 in 
3oston, The Paramount, New York, 





and Chicago, Chicago, are each 
holding open two weeks. 

Late last week Loew's issued an 
announcement that it was not par- 
ticipating in the deal through Pub- 


lix. Publix to do its talking in the 
original negotiations. 

tothafel will return a week be- 
fore opening his tour. 





Renard on Own 


Nat Renard has split with Bert 
Rome to do a new three-people 
act 

With Renard in the new one are 
Prank Hurst, formerly Hurst and 
Wart, and Eleanor Garinerr. 


with counsel Julius Kendler, called 
on Commissioner Moss last week. 
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UNIT REVIEWS 





DELMAR’S REVELS 


(PITT, PITTSBURGH) 
Pittsburgh, March 2. 


Vaude veteran, Harry Delmar, 
has fashioned a little unit that 
rates ace high. Packs an hour of 
brisk, solid entertainment, and 
stands up well near the top among 
nameless shows that have been hit- 
ting this spot of late and should go 
places. 

Talent list is headed by Ray, Ellis 
and LaRue, Grace DeFaye and 
Manny King, comedian. All of them 
look after their end in _ brilliant 
fashion but important thing about 
‘Revels’ is its pace. Delmar has 
sacrificed almost everything for 
speed and the miniature revue hits 
in slap-bang fashion all the way 
through. Routining could hardly be 
improved upon, with sock after 
sock following any approaching 
sign of a let-up. 

This doesn’t mean that Delmar 
has lost sight of production end. 
He hasn't. It’s more than adequate; 
distinctive without being flashy. 
What's more indicative of show- 
manship in ‘Revels’ is the inspired 
spotting of unit’s highlights in these 
production splashes. First of these 
is that undersea ballet as a build- 
up for cracker-jack adagio of Ray, 
Ellis and LaRue, winding up in 
gal’s backflip from what looks like 
a height of 15 feet. It’s a breath- 
taker and the threesome makes it 
look even better. Later they come 
out in a Parisian sidewalk cafe 
scene for a swell ballroom routine 
that has swank and grace. They 
got great hands here on both ap- 
pearances and deserved them. 

Delmar weaves himself in and 
out of the show casually, wisely 
abandoning any m.c.’ing to give 
layout its brisk tempo. Only one 
getting an introduction is the De- 
Faye girl, but it’s done unobtru- 


‘sively by three Michael Sisters in 


unison recitative form. That De- 
Faye control number makes ’em sit 
up. She’s got everything, s.a. in- 
cluded, and. keeps it turned on even 
when she’s bent up like a pretzel. 
Done in one, it’s a punch number, 
and she had to heg off. 

Comedy is ably handled by di- 
minutive Manny King, Who errs 
only in his opentug sketch, Bert 
Lahr’s old ‘Flying High’ bit in the 
doctor’s office. It gives him too 
much of a hurdle to overcome later. 
That he overcomes it, however, is 
to his credit, for the mob took to 
him in his next appearance and 
strung along all the way through. 

Chorus is well-drilled and en- 
ergetic, 16 gals dancing as if they 
really enjoyed it. They’re on often 
and advantageously, too. One of 
them, an attractive red-head, steps 
out for a dance specialty that’s 
plenty okay, and she also acquits 
herself nicely in a sketch or two. 

‘Revels’ big novelty number is a 
rain scene, water coming down in 
front of girls but lights giving the 
effect of girls dancing in the center 
of the downpour, 

Special songs and _ production 
numbers were written by Ken 
Nichols and add a lot to the unit’s 
smartness. 

In addition to the principals men- 
tioned, house billing also carries 
names of Paddy Cliff, Lucille June, 
Jack Starr, Bobby Moran, Joe 
Cowan, Patsy Dell, Ken Nichols, 
Chickie Dodge, Betty Croake and 
Dolores Weeks. Impossible to iden- 
tify any of them. Nevertheless they 
all. help give Delmar a piece of 
property that looks valuable. Cohen 


Soldiers of Fortune 
(ORPHEUM, LINCOLN) 


Lincoln, March 2. 

Quality of flesh attractions in this 
house has consistently gone up with 
a sizable jump into highly satisfac- 
tory entertainment fields made cur- 
rently by Henry Santrey’s ‘Soldiers 
of Fortune.’ Unit is clearly better, 
so much out of the class of other 
stage shows in here as to produc- 
tion, running time and principals, 
that it may be hard for the house 
to get over with a weaker bill, which 
is sure to follow. 

Besides Santrey and the band, not 
as hot as of old, but flashy enough, 
talent includes Loretta Gray, Edith 
Rogers, Marsh Sisters, Estelle 
Fratus, Williams and Walker, Dud- 
ley Brothers and ‘Wee Willie’ Rich- 
ard Morgan. 

Santrey m.c.’s the show, puffing 
nonchalantly at a cigar, and never 
calls an act back for a bow by milk- 
ing, the mitting has to be there first. 
Opens the show by trouping the 
band down the aisle from the back 
of the house and brings Loretta 
Gray, hotcha dance-singer, right on 
after a couple of gags with the boys. 
Deuce goes to the Marsh Sisters, 
acrobatic dancers and_ 1lookers. 
Edith Rogers, introduced as the 
original Camel-ad girl, gives imita- 
tions of Garbo, West and Jean Har- 
lew. Plays a fiddle and is a swell 
flash from out front. Estelle Fratus, 
featured tapper, once in a Carroll 
‘Sketchbook,’ gets the most time on 
doing her excellent dancing and 
foiling for Santrey. 


Here the show changes color with 
Williams and Walker, ebony lads, 
doing some hot hoofing, followed 
immediately by the Dudley Brothers, 
who have learned several of the 
Mills Bros. records by heart. The 
show’s sock, saved for the last, is 
Richard Morgan. Although 17, looks 
about four. He gags and dances. 
Had to take two bows, do an encore 
and three bows more. Unheard of 
here. 

Finale is unusual with each char- 
acter coming out dressed for the 
street, shaking hands with Santrey 
and. waving goodbye, walking up the 
main aisle of the theatre and out. 
Only reason the unit stopped here 
was that it was facing a two week 
layoff. 

Pic is ‘Four Frightened People’ 
(Par). Business still upping and 
prices jacked to 40c top for this 
show. Barney. 


CONTINENTAL REVUE 


(ORPHEUM, MEMPHIS) 
Memphis, March 2, 

Break-in engagement of Dave 
Apollon’s ‘Continental Revue’ was 
okay at the Orpheum. It’s a smart 
show on costuming, decor, and tal- 
ent, and the best this house has 
presented in months. 

Opens with a brilliant clad chorus 
before a white velvet curtain and 
closes with Apollon’s spins. 

Produced in Chicago, show was in 
good shape here. Apollon is the 
core around which the show is built 
but its rapid progress is also due 
to Nora Williams, blues singer; 
Harold Aloma, mandolin playing 
songster and Bob Ripa, juggler. 
Latter did exceptionally well. Jean, 
Ruth and Gail, and Duffin and 
Draper, all dancers, also connected. 

Apollon’s string orchestra and his 
clowning with the cast, and chorus 





background the running order. It’s 
good entertainment. Botto. 
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B’WAY GAMBOLS 


(RIVOLI, HEMPSTEAD) 
Hempstead, L. I., March 2. 

Although opening cold here Fri- 
day, here is one unit that requires 

little in the way of doctoring. 
Revamping would be minor and 
should include elimination or sub- 
stitution of a couple bits, notably 


one in which Roy Cummings walks 
in on Janet Reade's first song num- 
ber,to engage in a brief talk session 
about. asylums, ete. The bit has 
little, if any, comedy meaning and 
could be either dropped or substi- 
tutec for something carrying a 
laugh. 

Novelty of production and a 
stager’s job that carries with it a 
touch of finish, together with scenery 
and costuming that reflects more 
than the average expenditure, make 
‘Broadway Gambols’ 55 minutes of 
first class entertainment, About the 
only lack of originality, aside from 
the routines of Pat Rooney and Roy 
Cummings which ‘shall excite no 
argument on that ‘score, is in the 
titte of the show. It sounds like an- 
other 10-20-30 flash act. 

Harry Puck is the producer of 
the unit... He. has built a show 
around the Rooneys, pa and son; 
Roy Cummings and his pretty foil, 
Florence Roberts; Janet Reade and 
a line of 12 girls that looks like 
valuable property, A dance team, 
Marita and Diaz, on twice in 
clumsily executed numbers, are the 
only drawback, if remaining. 

Rovcney and Cummings, veteran 
performers whose work still takes 
the house over, do their regular 
routines as well as mix into the 
show frequently at various points, 
including the working of several 


is a little lull just before he goes 
into his song bit, prior to Miss 
Roberts’ exit. This; it would seem, 
could be easily remedied. 

Audience Friday night ate up the 
Cummings nuttery, which now in- 
cludes some new laughs with the 
aid of a drop on which is painted 
a couple cranes. 

As has always been true of 
Rooney and Rooney, Jr., the Cum- 
mings act is as surefire as could be 
wanted. Between these two turns 
and Miss Reade, with her torch 
singing, there’s some real backbone 
to the unit. Miss Reade may not be 
a Galli-Curci on voice but she’s 
100 percent on sales ability. 

Line girls, a well trained group, 
are on four times. 

Theatre is running a trailer to 
the effect that not enough of the 
unit shows are being produced to 
provide two a week. As a resuit 
the second halves here are straight 


better judgment and _ observation 
agree that these units look like the 
real substitute for vaude, producers 
are siow in turning them out, mostly 
in feas of the investment against 
lack of co-ordinated playing time, 
with code requiring the girls be 
paid off on layofis, if any. 
‘All of Me’ (Par) picture with this 
unit. Business good Friday night. 
Char. 


TOPSY AND EVA 


(PALACE, MILWAUKEE) 


Milwaukee, Feb. 23. 
» They've done a good job in the 
concentrating of this full-length 
legit musical to 72 minutes. Almost 
the entire three acts are in, ‘yet 
without noticeable crowding. What 
has been left out was not im- 
portant in the original version. If 
anything the show runs better since 
much of the stalling and weak mo- 
ments have been sliced. The legit 
show was draggy and drawn-out; 
the unit is punchy and full of meat. 
Three sets of the légit remain in 
the. unit and these sets look nifty 
here. Sets are assembled and 
struck easily. A little clowning and 
hoofing .in front of the traveler is 
sufficient time to change. 
Cast remains almost intact with 
a couple of minor switches. Much 
is being made of the fact that the 
unit comes in direct from its’ legit 


run at the Apollo at $3.30. It’s a 
good selling’ point. P 
As in the, regular show, Rosetta 


and Vivian Duncan are still the en- 
tire show and are of sufficient im- 
portance for that’ in-person tagline. 
when they are on the stage there 
is no question about entertainment 
and during the short interims be- 
tween their appearances the pace of 
story is enough to keep the ball 
rolling smoothly. 

Rosetta today is a surefire femme 
comic and Vivian looks as fresh as 
ever and a neat foil for her sis- 
ter’s blackface clowning. These 
girls have always gone along with 
their own material. 

Show is carrying 34 people, a 
chorus line of 12 and a flock of 
characters. One dancing act re- 
mains in the unit as « male trio 
with lock-step and precision rou- 
tines. They serve for entertainment 
in ‘one’ for the changes in sets. 
These three dancers have made 
great advances since caught in the 
legit version and it’s indicated that 
the four-a-day grind has given 
them plenty of practice and polish. 

On its long-time rep this show 
ean get by in any town as more 
than just another unit and with the 





Duncan Sisters in there most of the 


bits. In Cummings’ own act there’ 


film. Although the vaude men of’ 


NEW 


Tasodey, March 6, 1934 














ACTS 4 





SONRAD THIBAULT 


Singing 
11 Mins.; One " 
State, N. Y. 
Doublin between the Maxwell 
House ethHtr commercial and vaude, 


Conrad Thibault is setting himself 
as a stage personality with the 
visual audiences as well as the in- 
visible. There is plenty in him to 
make Thibault a b.o. factor in time, 
for he’s got everything in his favor 
in the way of appearance, age and 
voice. The latter is a baritone of 
mellow pitch and extremely strong 
when delivered into a mike. How 
it would sound without the p.a. sys- 
tem has not been revealed, but the 
odds are in its favor. 

In the last few years Thibault 
has established himself as a strong 
program standby, especially in the 


little over a year he has been on the: 


Maxwell Sunday nights hour. Now, 
all he needs is about six months’ 
stage experience to give him 
smoothness of action in front of the 
foots and producers will probably 
begin clamoring for him as a ro- 

mantic leading-man type for mu- 
sicals. 

Worked here without piano ac- 
companiment in front of a house 
drop, and hugged the mike all the 
way. One hand was almost con- 
tinously in his coat pocket, some- 
thing that can and should be rec- 
tified. Did four songs, closing with 
the sure-fire ‘Old Man River,’ and 
bowed off to strong applause. He 
received a nice reception coming on 
fourth in a six-act layout. 

Thibault has worked most every 
picture house in the Broadway sec- 
tor in the past six months or so. 
The fact that he’s been repeated in 
the neightborhood so often speaks 
well in his favor, but hardly en- 
hances the ability to judge his 
drawing power right now. 


LEW PARKER & CO. 
Comedy 

15 Mins.; One, Two 
Academy, N. Y. 

Whoever arranged the material 
fo- this turn first slipped his mitt 
into a grab-bag and left the results 
to what his paw came up with. ‘Ar- 
ranged’ must be correct, for it cer- 
tainly can not be said that this act 
was written. Not an original gag 
in the entire turn; not even an 
original twist in the delivery. 

Lew Parker is the pacer of a 
mixed pair of stooges on the stage 
and two male hecklers in the audi- 
ence. Seldom funny and then only 
when dirty. And they get too dirty 
too often, especially in the crossfire 
of the audience muggs. The only 
deviation from the chatter and 
stoogery is in the cute blonde’s 
rope-skipping routine on her toes. 
This is the only bright spot in the 
act. Nothing ahead or behind this 
to shade it. 

Burlesky in the gab almost all 
the way, the act also goes burly in 
sight stuff toward the finish in a 
French Revolution scene. Here the 
blonde is to be shot by a firing 
squad, but this is halted when she 
strips the cape to display an ample 
physique adorned by nothing more 
than a brazz and_£ shorts. It’s 
strictly for the men and they just 
gape. 

Deuced at this 14th-streeter. 





time it can guarantee entertain- 
ment, 


Otto Gray Cowboys 


(PALACE, AKRON) 
Akron, Feb. 24. 
Otto Gray and his Oklahoma 
Cowboys; better known to air lis- 
teners than to theatregoers, have 
a pleasant routine of ‘hillbilly music, 
singing and dancing for their first 
stage appearance in this territory 
in several years, as ‘a unit show at 
the Palace. While the show failed 
to cause any great flurry, it had an 
appeal to the dévotees of’ this sort 
(Continued on page 59) 


J. FRED COOTS and OLIVE 
SIBLEY 

Songs 

10 Mins.; One 

Palace 


J. Fred Coots, pop song. writer, 
who frequently ventures into vaude, 
makes it rather difficult for Olive 
Sibley, his new partner, with his in- 


troduction. He describes Miss Sib- 
ley as ‘gorgeous and divine,’ and 
then Miss Sibley has to come on and 
permit the customers to find out 
for themselves. 

Miss Sibley is a tall prima donna 
specializing in hitting the high 
notes. Coots is still a pop com- 
poser, despite the full dress suit, 
Combination doesn’t blend. 

Coots sings the ‘gorgeous and di- 
vine’ introduction, Miss Sibley fol- 
lows with two songs, Coots sings 
a medley of his own tunes (‘and 
then I wrote...’) and Miss Sibley 
returns to join him for a final 
chorus. Her two changes of cos- 
tume stamp her as a good dresser. 

Bige. 


MERMAN & BRONSON REVUE(5) 
Dancing 

9 Min.; in Full 

Orpheum, N. Y. 

Lots of fast footwork gives this 
one marked possibilities for .the 
nabes. Billing refers to Flo Mer- 
man and Cecille Bronson, a couple 


of experts in their particular terpsy 
fields. One has a smart way about 
her in spreading the buck and wing 
while the other plies a toe idea of 
the esthetic school which even with- 
out the diaphanous toggery should 
make a favorable reaction on the 
average eye. 

Act, however, derives its more 
spectacular touch from the Three 
Page Bros., each a hard-hitting spe- 
cialist in the eccentric tap. Theirs 
is a style of mixed rhythm and 
ankle twisting that makes up for 
suavity and finish with clatter and 
dust raising, but it passes as hot 
stuff with the customers. 

While the turn is on it keeps 
moving at an ever increasing mo- 
mentum, but it could use a more 
effective finish. Act’s only dressing 
is a black backdrop with the head 
of a girl plus a smouldering cigaret 
done in luminous paint. Odee. 


TOMMY MACK & CO. (3) 
Comedy, Songs, Dancing 
15 Min.; In One 

Orpheum, N. Y. 

Last time that Tommy Mack 
played this spot, which was just a 
few months ago, it was as a stooge 
for Jack Pepper. 
only has his own act, but he has a 
couple of stooges working for him, 
And the pair, Eddie Young and 
Eddie Cassell, do yeoman duty in 


helping make this a walloping hoke’ 


comedy act of its kind. The Mack 
mugeg and grir cing is as grotesque 
as ever, the second pair of pants are 


still appended to his back and his: 


nasal slaughtering of the slanguage 
packs the stuff that spells heavy 
damage to the midsections. 

From the comedy quarter the turn 
is routined pretty much along the 
lines that Pepper had it. The two 
Eddies make a neat job of the war- 
bling department, while Mack's 
shoeleather interlude prvoides him 
with another cause for a _ bow. 
When caught the Mack menage put 


a pronounced halt to the proceed-. 


ings. Odec. 











Just Finished 28th Week of 
Coast Time 
Not Including Pictures 


‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 


Thanks te 
Sid Grauman Fanchon & Marco 
Le Roy Prinz Alexander Pantages 





Bert Levey 
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At the Piano, 


JOHNNY HYDE 
FOR LOEW 


‘“THERRIEN 
“THE PAINTER OF SONGS” 


“IS THE BEST SINGER EVER TO APPEAR ON LOEW’S 


STAGE IN THIS CITY” 
—Says A. Mackie in the Jersey Journal, Feb. 24, 1934 


Loew’s State, Providence, This Week (March 2) 


Direction 


LILLIAN JAY 


MILTON LEWIS 
FOR RKO 











With BOB 








JESS LIBONATI TRIO 


DANCING—SPEED—RHYTHM 


This Week (March 2) B&K. ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Many Thanks to MR. LOUIS LIPSTONE 


and AVIS 














Now Mack not. 
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BURLESQUE —VAUDE 





Burlesque’s 


Last Stand 


(Continued from page 1) 


the country. The reason always 
spoken of was that the family of 
former District Attorney Crain 
owned the property. The political 
angle attached to the Irving Place 
raid gives the case its chief sig- 


nificance and is the reason for the 
importance attached to it by the 
trade. 

Press Gestures 


Burlesque raids are not uncom- 
mon in New York. They invari- 
ably happen upon changes in the 
city administration or the installa- 
tion of a new police commissioner. 
The new officials’ first censorship 
move, usually for newspaper atten- 
tion, has always been the lowering 
of the cleanup lid on burlesque. 


But in the instance of the Irving 
Place there’s more than the usual 
motive. License Commissioner Paul 
Moss personally accompanied the 
raiding party. Moss is a Fusion 
appointee. Crain was a Tammany 
D. A. A conviction will set a prece- 
dent that may prove fatal, the ma- 
jority of the managers feel. 


Actors pinched were June St. 
Claire, Ruth Tieper, Ruth Rose, 
Margie Hart, Nancy Bohn, Mickey 
Markwood, Martin Bohn, John Cook, 
Floyd Halicey and Bert Marion. 
Also arrested was Abe Potal, house 
manager of the Irving Place, which 
is operated by Max Wilner. All 
were held in $100 bail when ar- 
raigned in Night Court after the 


raid. At the hearing in 57th street 
magistrate’s court Thursday (1) 
they waived examination. This 


transferred the trial to Special Ses- 
sions. 

Probability is that Potal and the 
actors will be tried separately. Ac- 
tors, to be represented by their 
Burlesque Actors’ Association, will 
disclaim responsibility under the 
New York State law which absolves 
actors in indecency arrests. 

Calling the Irving Place show 
‘raw,’ Commissioner Moss, brother 
of B. S. Moss and himself a former 
legit producer, added that, ‘I've seen 
quite a few shows and I should 
know.’ 

The cleanup order within the 
business was issued by I. H. Herk 
as president of the managers’ Na- 
tional Burlesque Association, and 
was to have gone into effect in 
seven New York burlesque houses 
Sunday (4). Whitewashing ordered 
by Herk included the wearing of 
brassieres by the principal strip 
women while on the move and a 
general cleansing of talking bits by 
the comedians. Stripping of the 
chorus girls for posing purposes was 
okayed. 

Theatres agreed to do away with 
the runways and keep the shows 
entirely on the stage. The seven 
New York houses affected are the 
Republic, Eltinge, Central, Irving 
Place, Oxford, Werba and Gotham. 


By Degrees 


It is agreed all around by bur- 
lesque people that the stripping 
can’t be discarded at once since it’s 
now the fvundation of all burley 
shows. Plan of those managers 
who still believe the business is 
worth while salvaging is to discard 
the strip stuff gradualiy and replace 
the strippers with real talent, also 
to lift the comedians out of their 
present status of being but ani- 
mated stage waits between strip 
numbers. 

But it’s also agreed that this will 
take time and financing, since a new 
type of clientele must be educated. 
The slim public that has been re- 
tained by burlesque in recent years 
has manifested that it wants strip- 
ping only, and probably will be 
driven away by the limits placed 
on peeling, or the discarding of 
stripping altogether. 

The fact that a drastic change in 
the nature of burlesque entertain- 
ment may necessitate the substitu- 
tion of the name ‘burlesque’ with 
something else 1s generally accepted 
now. 

After receiving reports from Herk 
as to the extent to which Minskys’ 
Republic on 42d street has followed 
the NBA’s cleanup order, a VARIETY 
reporter caught the show there 
Friday night (2). The runway was 
missing, the principal strippers 
were wearing brassiers—transpa- 
rent, but  brassieres — and the 
comics were almost clean. Only 
nudity displayed was presented by 
the chorus girls. The Minskys’ 
manner of obtaining chorus re- 
cruits is to advertise for girls, 
stating that no experience is neces- 
sary. 

The Republic’s principal strip- 
pers were merely making passes at 
complete disrobing Friday night, 
but they consumed most of the 
running time, leaving it still os- 


‘tensibly a strip show. 





By dropping 
its double runway, the Republic 
gained about 40 seats. They weren't 
needed, and the customers ex- 


pressed audible dissatisfaction over | 


the girls’ wearing of brassieres. 





Park, Boston, Closed 
Boston, March 5, 

Sudden closing of Park theatre by 
the Boston censor board on account 
of complaints about the strips re- 
sulted in the burley spot’s putting 
up an enormous sign out front in 
Washington street to tell the news. 
This is how it reads: 

‘Reserve seats now for the grand 
opening, Monday, March 19, bur- 
lesque, bigger and better than ever! 
Due to agitation by the Watch & 
Ward Society, this theatre was 
temporarily closed until Monday, 
March 19. 100 people were thrown 
out of work and left destitute. We 
will do our utmost to re-employ all 
these people when the theatre re- 
opens. 175,000 people have enjoyed 
our shows in the past 3 months— 
can they all be wrong?’ 

Sign got so much attention traf- 
fic was jammed. 

Closing followed hearing in pri- 
vate office of Mayor Fred W. Mans- 
field. Censor board consists of the 
mayor, Chief Justice Wilfred Bol- 
ster of Municipal court, and acting 
police commissioner Martin King. 


Witnesses were police, members 
of mayor's staff, and agents of 
Watch & Ward society. All said 


they had heard no obscene or pro- 
fane words, but objected to the 
stripping. Said house had been 
warned several times, especially 
about more covering for the women. 


License Suspended 


Eddie Weinstock, as head of the 
Park Entertainment Co., Inc., and 
others protested, but board voted to 
close house immediately as punish- 
ment by suspension of permit. Vote 
was made at 7:30, just an hour be- 
fore the evening show. Suspension 
is to last until March 17, 

‘The theatre had two warnings to 
clean up, and didn’t, so the order 
stands for immediate closing,’ said 
Mayor Mansfield. 

Weinstock said his theatre had 
been discriminated against and that 
he would sue the Watch & Ward 
Society for $200,000. 

Last year the old Howard felt the 
censor board’s displeasure, being 
closed for 30 days. 





Otto Gray Cowboys 


(Continued from page 58) 


of entertainment and business was 
satisfactory. Musical cowboys took 
up the entire time allotted the stage 
show. 

Comedy note is injected by the 
Rodeo Rubes, as green apparently 
as their suits, who scored consid- 
erable success with awkward pos- 
ing and tall stories. 

Songs that have been voted the 
most popular by the lovers of 
mountain music are featured among 
the repertoire. String instruments 
provide their music, which is en- 
larged with. song and comedy of 
the Arkansas traveler stamp. 

Continued laughs were won by the 
‘hicks’ in their brief skit and the 
audience was generous in its ap- 
plause for the instrumental novel- 
ties, but in general was stirred 
neither to approbation nor approval. 

Unit ran less time than most of 
the recent presentations, a good 
thing since the routine, always 
much the same, gets tiresome after 
the first 20 minutes. Litte attention 
given to staging, with cowboy garb 
predominating throughout. 

Unit probably will click better in 
the smaller towns, near radio sta- 
tions which have broadcast their 
programs. Outfit is traveling in its 
own caravan of autos and trailers. 

Mack. 





Fanton Unitless 


Joe Fanton has shelved his ‘Lon- 
don Crazy Show’ unit and is back 
doing his acrobatic act. He opens 
for RKO at the Prospect, Brooklyn, 
this week. 

‘Crazy Show’ played a week and a 
half. 





NEW MORAN AND MACK TEAM 
Hollywood, March 65. 

George Moran, remaining mem- 
ber of the blackface vaude team of 
Moran and Mack, known as the 
‘Two Black Crows,’ has teamed with 
Al Herman. Pair are now rehears- 
ing for local dates. 

They will continue to use the 
Black Crows title. 








Pittsburgh Tries Again 


Pittsburgh, March 5. 
After a week’s shutdown, Variety, 

local burlesque house, 

line-up. Principals include Georgia 


Sothorn, Diana, Reggie White, Ar- 


+ 
line Milburn, Buster Marco, Wilma | 
Horner, Georgia St. George, Joe ni RAYMONDS DROP BURLY 


Rita, Happy Hyatt, Abe Sher, Frank 
Penny, Al Golden, Cliff Carr and 
Jimmy Gerard. Eddie (Nuts) Kap- 
lin still producing. 

Managemert has also brought on 
24-girl chorus from New York. Pre- 
viously line was composed exclu- 
sively of local gals. 

Business at Variety lately has 
been way off and unless improve- 
ment is noticed shortly, house may i 


have its earliest folding in years. 
Middle of May is usually closing 
date. 








‘Name’ Headliners 
Shortage May Bar 


Casino Str. Vaude 


' 
| 

Prospective straight-vaude policy | 
at the Casino, New York, looked 
cold last night (Monday). The 
operators, Jack Shapiro, Haring & 
Rosenthal and Harry Shiffman, 
through Arthur’ Fisher, booker, 
could not find a suitable headliner 
and show for the opening week, 
which is supposed to be March 16. 

Fisher and the operating group 
were anxious to get a big ‘name’ to 
possibly play on percentage. 

Casino was intended to open at 
$1 top with a $10,000 to $15,000 
weekly stage budget. The house, 
formerly the Earl Carroll, seats 
2,500. 





Late Selling 


(Continued from page 5) 


circuits, especially in Boston and 
Detroit. 
Major spokesmen immediately 


discredited the reports as having 
any bearing on the official season 
for signature-gathering. They con- 
ceded, however, that some of the 
large companies, as is customary at 
this time of the year, are looking 
over the first run box office terri- 
tory. 
Percentage 

The percentage method of selling 
will prevail, according to spokes- 
men, These predict 50% will be top 
while under 20% any percentage 
deal will also have to be aecom- 
panied with a guarantee on the 
part of the exhibitor. 

By April 1, from indications, all 
majors will be set on their 1934-’35 
programs, with announcements ex- 
pected to start rolling early in May. 
Advance is that fewer features will 
be scheduled than last year. 

This likelihood follows a year of 
higher quality in film merchandise 
and with it an abatement in the 
serious film shortage which existed 
up to last summer. Contention in 
line with a leaning toward fewer 
features this year is that a lower 
number of pictures, turned out with 
care, goes much further than a 
greater number at the same budget 
that are ground out haphazardly. 

Sales proponents of fewer but 
better pictures are expected to 
battle for more compact programs 
this year on the ground that a 





WHEN CENTRAL FOLDS 


Lease held by the Raymond fam- | 
ily on the Central, New York, ex- 
pired Thursday (1) at midnight, but 
the landlord permitted the stock 
cast and crew to keep the house 
going the remaining three days of 
last week and also keep the change 

The Raymonds, who had given up 
the Star and Gaiety theatres in 
Brooklyn early this winter, dropped 
from the burlesque field upon re- 
linquishing the Central. It is the 
first time in 30 years that Sam Ray- 
mond, father of the family, has not 
been actively involved in burlesque. 

According to his eldest son, Har- 
old, the family’s absence is only 
temporary. 

Central has been taken over by 
Quitner & Madden of the Max Rud- 
nick outfit. They closed it Sunday 
night with intentions of reopening 
in two weeks. 
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Chances of Another Pantages Vaude 
vaiig)'win'ntaieay'wes'sece| Try Regarded by Bookers as Slight 


Chances of another vaudeville try 


by Alexander Pantages are now re- 


garded as slim. On this premise, 
Arthur Fisher, George Hamid and 
Billy Diamond have severed all 
their bookings relations and again 
strictly on their own. They don't 
expect any action from Pan, but 


have been assured by him that they 
will book his shows in the event he 
does try again. 

Pan is now confining himself to 
his Hollywood theatre in Los An- 
geles, which his son Rodney is man- 
shows direct 


aging. It's booking 


and locally. The six other west 
coast spots, which Van obtained 
and reopened last fall, are in 


straight pictures or dark. 

Searcity of film product and in- 
ability to route shows from the east 
were the difficulties confronting 
Pan in his last attempt. New York 
booking office's problem was to buy 
acts for a 3,000-mile jump with little 
or no time to break the hops. 





Beatty’s Serial Film 
Under Way at Mascot 


Hiollywood, March 5. 

‘Lost Jungle,’ Nat Levine's first 
Mascot serial on the new season’s 
program, is in production at the 
Mack Sennett studio, with David 
Howard and Armand Schaefer co- 
directing and Alvin Wykoff at the 
camera. Cecelia Parker set as fem 
lead. 

Clyde Beatty, animal trainer, 
about whose exploits the film is 
built, arrived March 1. Lions, tigers, 
leopards, pumas and Himalayan 
bears to be used by Beatty have 
arrived from the Hagenback-Wal- 
lace and Al G. Barnes circuses. 

Wyndham Gittens, Barney Sar- 
ecky, Al Martin and Sherman Lowe, 
together with the directors, scripted 
the jungler. 


Clowns Get Quickie 


Three Dornos, European clown 
act which arrived last week on the 
Bremen, got quick action from 
American bookers. 

Opens March 9 at Loew’s Valen- 
cia, Jamaica. 


Eddy Replaces Wolf 
Rube Wolf leaves the Roxy, after 
an eight weeks’ stay, at the close 
of the current week, Thursday (8). 
Probably will stay in New York for 
radio work. Wesley Eddy goes into 
the Roxy on Friday. 











wider range of sales possibility and 
circulation becomes possible with 
smaller blocks of product. 

This is true of every major, since 

if all were to minimize their output 
every account would have to pa- 
tronize a greater number of distri- 
butors in order to fill out 52 weeks 
of playing time. At present two 
distributors with big lists of fea- 
tures can hog certain accounts be- 
tween themselves. 
The possibility is for a total of 
around 300 major features this year, 
an average of under 50 for the 
seven big producer-distributors in 
the field, Paramount, WB, Metro, 
Fox, RKO, United Artists and Uni- 
versal, all of whom operate theatres 
of their own. 








Inside Stuff-Vaude 


Coast bookers of stage shows for film houses are encountering an un- 
willingness of name acts to accept the salaries which houses in the far 


west territory are offering for attractions. 
but their asking salary is such that bookers are forced to throw up their 


hands in despair. 


An instance was a Fanchon & Marco offer to book Mitzi Green into 


Denver for a week. Called off when 
$2,500. 





Lack of showmanship and failure 


cpportunities afforded to sell stage attractions, is blamed by many Coast 


booking agents as one of the reason 
is available in that area. Managers 
the bookers, give stage bookings not 
nouncement to build up trade. 


Most of the unit shows traveling on the Coast are well supplied with 
paper, heralds, cuts and other material but unless an active agent is 


ahead practically no paper is posted 
ploitation attempted. 


Managers are constantly complaining that they don’t do biz with stage 


shows, but they don’t get out and hi 


Plenty of names available 


the young miss’ parents demanded 


of managers to take advantage of 
s why so little vaude or unit time 


, according to reports compiled by 
hing beyond a bare newspaper an- 


and only perfunctory advance ex- 


Hamid and Fisher split some time 
ago, each moving back to his own 
| office, but their agreement was kept 
lintact on Pantages’ insistence that 
he would stage another try. But 
last week they were notified offi- 
cially from the Coast that the deal 
is definitely off ‘for the time being’. 


SMALL HOPE FOR 
VAUDE CODE 
REVISION 


Washington, March 5. 

Outlook for vaudeville managers 
on the NRA code situation appears 
dim at present. Tittle action is be- 
ing taken and it is generally indi- 
cated the NRA has no intention of 
reopening the film paet in the im- 
mediate future. 

Admitting the. recommendations 
of managers have reached his desk, 
Divisional Administrator Sol Ros- 


enblatt said Saturday (3) that the 
government wants to wait and see 
how provisions of the film agree- 
men work out before taking any 
steps. to revise the exhibitors’ por- 
tion or promulgate a separate vaude 
code, 

Rosy is known to feel that the 
vaude crowd missed its opportu- 
nity when the film code was under 
consideration and has previously 
pointed out that prolonged confer- 
ences were held on the subject of 
vaude performers and presentation 
houses, 

‘The recommendations are being 
studied,’ Rosenblatt said, ‘but no 
arrangements have been made for 
calling hearings on the proposal 
submitted recently. The NRA de- 
sires to observe the working of the 
motion picture code for a longer 
time before taking any action to 
reopen or revise its provisions.’ 


20 UNITS HELD UP 
BY CODE AUTHORITY 


About 20 units are hanging in 
abeyance until the status of the 
vaudeville section of the Motion 
Picture Code becomes definite. Pro- 
ducers maintain they cannot take 
the chance of producing expensive 
shows with the threat of the $3 per 
layoff day for chorus girls still hot. 
The couple of producers who are 
going ahead with new units, such 
as Nick Agneta and Harry Romm 
and Nils T. Granlund, are hoping 
there won't be layoffs. 

















Mills Bros. Avoyage 
Hollywood, March 5. 
After finishing in Radio’s ‘Strictly 
Dynamite’ Mills brothers hop to 
London. 
Will fulfill contracts in England 
on personal appearance and vaude 





istle, point out the bookers. 
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VARIETY 


Tuesday, March 6, 1934 


————» 











Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (March 9) 
THIS WEEK (March 2) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
show, whether ful! or split week 

















Billy Sully Co Masters & Gautier 
Stone Co Jean Sargent 
R Alphonse Berg Co Sid Page 
2d half (13-15) DeMay, Moore & M 
Henry Small & Sis| (One to fill) 
Pease & Nelson ’ " 5 
NEW YORK CITY DETROIT Case Bros & M Canton 
Music Hall (8) Downtown (9) (Two to fill) 1st haif (9-12) 
Condos Bros Morton Downey Rev Gates Ave Ww. L. S. Crew 
Palace (9) (2) Ist half (9-12) 2a half (13-15) 
Connie's Hot Choco] New Yorkers roe ees © R Spices of 1934 
(2) DUBUQUE ~ 5 j j 
Wing Wah Tr Keith's Renard & Hurst a wo 
Coots & Sibley 24 half (6-8) Larry Rich : 
‘Slim’ Ti , . Samuels Bros Co Howard Thurston 
C ‘Slim’ Timblin Mills B Rhythm Bd ed if 3-15 7 : 
Jack Sidney Co STEAD 2d half (13-15) JERSEY CITY 
Academy HEMPSTE. Olvera Bros Loew's (9) 
Ist half (9-12) ive. Roger Williams Vernon Rathb’rn Co 
Cent. of Progress R| _,,18t half (9-12) Violet Carlson Clyde Hager 
2d half (13-15) | Chas King Orch Irving & Taylor Bert Nagle Co 
Ist half (2-5) Mazzone & K Co Stuart & Lash 


Royal Uyeno Japs 
Bernard & Henri 
Gregory Ratoff Co 


Pat Rooney Un 


KANSAS CITY 


Metropolitan (9) 


Harris Twins & L 
Honey Fam EWARK 


Mills, Gold & Ray Mainstreet (9) Rio Bros State (9) 
Lee & Rafferty Rev Student Prince Edgar Bergen Co Maximo 
2d half (6-8) Madison Frances Arms | Delivery Boys 
Connie's Hot Choco Keith’s Coleby & Murr’y R]| Arnaut Bros 
Audubon (3) Ist half (3-4) 3 ne (9) Forate & Walkee 
Ist half (9-12) Burno Whiteside R/| 2, »onos ane synton Rev 
Aida Ward Irving & Taylor Harry Burns Co PITTSBURGH 
tus Van Penn (9) 


Wm & Joe Mandel | Irene Taylor 


Enrico & N Co 


Joe Penner 














Owen McGivney Norde & Jeanne , e1 
(Two to fill) King Brawn (One to fill) Jack Sidney Co 
Ist half (2-5) MINNEAPOLIS = PROVIDENCE 
Monroe & Grant Orpheum (9) let half’ (9-12) ne aw _e. 
Jackson & Gardner ' Olsen & Johnson WwW. L. S. Crew ge BR 
p= a _— BALTIMORE Lewis & Moore 
Century (9) Harry Zoup Welsh 


This Week 


Via LEDDY 





PALACE 


NEW YORK 


ANNETTE AMES 
STEWART SISTERS 3 
WILBUR HALL 
HAL MENKEN 


Duke McHale 

Nord & Jeannie 

Michon Bros 

Sid Gary 

Carl Freed Orch 
s - 


Orpheum % (9) 
Monroe & A Sis 


(March 2) 


Co 
Ching Ling Foo Jr 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (9) 
Kitchen Pirates 
Gordon, Reed & K 
May & J Carroll 





Benny Meroft Orch 





& SMITH 











Violet Carlson 
Eddie White 
Colby & Murray 
Franklin 
Ist half (10-11) 
Rex Cole Co 


BROOKLYN 
Albee (9) 
Artists 4. Models 


Earl, Jack & B 

Georges Campo Orc 

Fifi D’Orsay 

Benny Rubin 

Donatella Bros @& C 
Madison 

Ist half (9-12) 
Hal Sherman 
(Four to fill) 


pect 
Ist half (10-14) 
De Gauchi Japs 
(Others to fill) 
Ist half (3-6) 
Joe Fanton Co 
Voight & Tolle 
Helene Daniels 
Lewis & Ames 
Pepito 
Tillyou 
ist half (3-4) 
Nadia-Ernie Perez 
Emerson & Reed 
Frank Mufson 
Rome & Shannon 
Artistic Rev 
O'Neil & Manners 
OSTON 


B ? 
Keith’s (9) 
Midway + ee 


(2) 
Greenw'h Village F 
CEDAR RAPIDS 
Keith’s 
2a half (13-15) 
Mills B Rhythm Bd 
2d half (6-8) 

Olsen & Johnson 
CHICAGO 
Palace (9) 

Edmund Lowe Co 

Mildred Bailey Co 

(Two to fill) 

(2 


) 

Russian Revels 
Hunter & Percival 
Howard Marsh 
George Beatty 
Gretanos 

CLEVELAND 

Palace (9) 
Irene Vermillion Co 
Hunter & Percival 








Paramount 





‘MT. V ERNON 


ors . , 
Ist half (10-11) | NEW YORK CITY 


Annie, Judy & & Mi 7” 
Proctor’en te) ee Dee 
Benny Rubin 
Jerri, Renee & Vi | post Prince 
Ross Wyse Jr Rubinoft 
Fi’ D’Orsay 
Ghee. Metsen BROOKLYN 


Paramount (9) 


Donatella Bros & C 
Lathrop Bros & C 


( 
Arthur Petley Co 


3 Fonzells 
Frank Richardson | Freddie Coots 
Gregory Ratoff Co AUSTIN 


Wills & Davis 
Rirnacs Orch 
NEW BRUNSWICK 


State 
ist half (9-10) 
Paradise Rev 
(Four to fill) 
Ist half (3-4. 
Lew Pollocks Brev 
NEW ROCHELLE 


Paramount (9) 
King’s Scandals 


BOSTON 
Metropolitan (9) 
Benny Ross Co 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Ray Huling'& § 
Ferry Corwey 
3 Long Bros 


BUFFALO 
Proctor’s Buffalo (9) 
Ist half (10-11) Peter Higgins 
Jack Arthur Lewis & Van 
PATERSON J & J McKenna 
Keith’s CHICAGO 
lst half (9-12) Chicago (9) 


Gorsips of 1934 
24 half (13-15) 
Don Hall 3 
George Beatty 
Seller & Wills 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (6-8) 


Chaney & Fox 
(Others to fill) 
2 


Duncan Sis Co 

Marbro (2) 

Lewis & Van 

J & J McKenna 


Gray Fam Cc 1 
Mills, Shea & R ig! ae al 
Alice Joy Bayes & Speck 


Sidney Page Oriental (2) 


Neil Golden Orch Slate Rros 
PROVIDENCE Libonatti 3 
Keith’s (9) 





Pete, Peaches & D 
Robbins 3 

Collette Lyons 
Brems, Fitz & M 
Ted — 


5) 
Hill & Hoffman . 
Collette Lyons 
Southtown (2) 

Benny Davis 
Jackie Green 
Edith Mann 
J & J Biair 
Tony Angelo 
Bobby Lane 
Arkansas Co 

DALLA 


Ss 
Paramount (9) 
Dave Apollon 


Michigan (9) 
‘Melody Mad P’r'de' 
FORT WORTH 
Worth (9) 
Samuel’s Socee | Hr 
Paramount (9) 
Words & Music Inc 
MINNEAPOLIS 
State (9) 

Ted Lewis Orcn 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
Paramount (9) 

Goin’ to Town 
SAN ANTONIO 
ount (9) 
King’s Scandals 
TORON 


Imperial (9) 
California Revels 
ACO 


Waco (9) 


Let’s Go Places 





Shubert’s Passing S 


) 
Midway Nights 
ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (9) 


Warner 





Betty Cooper 


Reynolds & White ELIZABETH 

Vaughn DeLeath Ritz 

Glenn & Jenkins 

Music’! BIi'cksmiths Ist half (10-13) 
. PAUL Ray Saxe 


(Four to come) 
Ist half (2-5) 2a half (14-16) 


Mite 3 Eo Ba Ann Suter 
Capitol Jack Arnold Co 
Red Denahue & Pal 


Ist half (9-12) 
Sciler & Wills eye Te te) 


Keith’s 





OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 
PARAMOUNT BUILDING 
This Week: Bobby lark, Jay Brennan 


Gaudsmith Bros 
May Joyce 

Lewis & Moore 
Frank Libuse Co 
Royal Uyeno Japs 


2d half (7-9) 





Betty Boop 
Clark & McCullough 
Colleano Fam 


(2) 
Johnny Perkins Un 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (2) 
Morton Downey Co 
DAVENPORT 
Keith’s 


Ist half (9-12) 
Mills B Rhythm Bad 
Ist half (3-5) 
Olsen & Johnson 


DAYTON 
Keith's (9) 


penn = G DeQuincey & L 
Roltner & Austin (Four to come) 
Alice Joy 





PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (9) 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Sid Marion 
Sophie Tucker 


(2) 
Harris 2 & L 
Earl LaVere & O'R 
Alex Hyde Orch 
Lew Parker Co 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (9) 
Bryant, Raines & Y 
Irving Edwards 
Rimacs 
Singin’ Sam 
( 


Stanley Bros 
Whitely & Ford 
‘Betty Boop’ 
Reggie Childs Orch 





Lewis & Ames 
lst half (2-5) 

Case Bros & M 

Millard & Martin 


Fanchon 


& Marco 





Clark & McCull’ugh 
Bryant Rains & Y¥ 
2d half (6-8) 

Gossips of 1934 
WHITE PLAINS 
Proctor’s 
ist half (10-11) 
Vaughn De Leath 


Roxy (9) 
Armida 
Mickey Conti 
(Otherg to fill) 
DENVER, COLO. 





New Yorkers 


YONKERS Orpheum (2) 
Proctor’s Lee Port & D 
ist half (10-11) Kitaros 
Jeanie Lang Co El Meres 


3 Jacks & Queen 








Loew 


LOS ANGELES 

Paramount (8) 
Jerome Mann 
Pettit Douglas Co 
Verdi & Thelma 








NEW YORE CITY 
Capitol (9) 
Phil Spitalny Orch 
Hudson Wonders 
Harrison & Fisher 
Boulevard 
Ist half (9-12) 

Monroe Bros 
Roger Williams 
Violet Carlson 
Irving & Taylor 
Mazzone & K Co 
2d haif (13-15) 
W E Ritchie Co 
Meredith & Snoozer 
Renard & Hurs 
Stone & Lee 
Helen Dennison Co 


um 
Ist half (9-12) 
W E Ritchie Co 
Meredith & Snoozer 


(One to. fill) 
Landt 3 & White 
Wills & Davis 

Helen Dennison Co 


q1) 
Guy Lombardo 


NEW YORK CITY 


PHILADELPHIA 


Fox (9) 
Johnny Marvin 
NTG Rev 
Ted Claire 
Brems, Fitz & M 
SAN FRANCISCO 

Warfield (2) 
Fertunello & C 
Fay Courteney 
Heller & Riley 
Harger & Eleanor 

ST. LOUIS 

St. Louis (9) 
Nina Olivette 
El Brendel 
3 Kanes 





(Others to fill) 





2d half (13-156) 
Casting Stars 
Mimi Rollins Co 
J & K Lee 
Slim Timblin 


Independent 








Dorothy Martin Co 
Paradise (9) 


Buddy Rogers Unit 


BALTIMOBE 
Hippodrome (2) 
Radio Rubes 








Gregory & Raymon Ed & Morton Beck 


State (9) } ; 
Graham McNamee | Chaz Chase 
Don Bestor Orch Masters & Grayce 
East & Dumke 6 Lucky Girls 
Pickens Sis CHICAGO 
Marguerite & LeR State Lake (2) 

BROOKLY Maple City 4 

Bay Ridge Clifford. & Marion 

ist half (9-12) Alex’nder-Cantos Co 

Olvera Bros Rilly Farrell 


Helen McFarland 


HOLLYWOOD 
Chinese 
(Indef Run) 
Marie Gambarelli 
Remos Midgets 

Chinese Ballet 
Jackie Hughes 
LOS ANGELES 
Orpheum (28) 
Wright 2 & Carroll 
Ben & Rita 


Fritz & Jean Huber 
Bud Averill 

Violet Ray & 
Million Dollar (1) 
Frisco Seals 
Bruno Weias 

Dale & Egan 
Lucinda & Delg’do 3 


8ST. LOUIS 
Ambassador (2) 
Joe Griffin 
Audrey Wyckoff Co 
Senator Murphy 
Hector Co 
Al Roth 














Sonia & Vernon 

Dominion 

Val Rosing 

BE. & E. Franklyn 

Marianne & R'berts 

Mary & Erik 

Rod Hudson Gis 

Kit Kat Rest 

8 Rhythm Glie 

Mary & Erik 

New Victoria 

Jack Stanford 

16 Fisher Gis 

8 Black Streaks 

Karina, Vadio & H 

Joe Lee Bd 

Palladium 

Cab Calloway Bd 

Billy Bennett 

3 Dukes 

Alma Turner 

H Boys & Jig-saws 

Man & Thit 

Gaston Palmer 

Wright & Marion 

Trocadero Rest 

Hutch 

Low Skaya 

Ronald Frankau 

Bennett & Williams 

yeo Hurt 

Maurice 

CLAPTON 
Rink 


Harry Taft 
G Rishards 4 
4 Paulettes 
DALSTON 
Picture House 
Val Rosing 
EAST HAM 
Kinema 
Ist haif (5-7) 
Fyne & Furley 
Ronald Courley 
Lovanda & Asst. 
2a half (7-19) 
Pasqui & Peru 
Effie & Sylvia 
Rusty & Shine 
Premier 
Anderson Sis 


Lester & Andree 
HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 

Colombo 3 
HOLBORN 
Empire 
Jack Hylton Bd 
‘America Calling’ 

Co as booked 
HOLLOWAY 


Vriental Duo Milton Slosser 
Week of March 5 
Astoria D. H,. Lioyd & Hill 
8 Black Streaks Peel & Curtis 
Canterbury M. H. ILFORD 
lst half (5-7) Super 
5 Magnets Anderson Sis 
Bernhart & Delmar/ Fay Dawn 
2d half (8-10) ISLINGTON 
Fred Brezin Bive Hall 


lst haif (5-7) 
Fred Brezin 
Sonia & Vernon 
2d half (8-10) 
§ Magnets 
Bernhardt & Delm'r 
KILBURN 


Grange 
B'way Boys & B 
Stan Stafford 
Lester & Andree 

LEWISHAM 

Palace 
8 Piano Symph 

LEYTON 


Savoy 
T’rano & H'rdwicke 
Dud Dale Gang 
3 Accordion Kings 

NEW CROSS 

Kinema 
Fred Lindsay Co 
Anita, Chas & A 


Fred Lindsay Co 
Anita, Chas & A 
Van Dusen 
Tower 
Lillian Burgiss 
Fred, Phyllis & A 
Sax & Royen 
SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
Pavilion 
Selma 4 
STAMFORD HILL 
Regent 
Penslow Co 
Lioyd & Hill 
Peel & Curtis 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 
T’rano & H'rdwicke 
Dud Dale Gang 
3 Accordion Kings 
STREATHAM 
Palace 
Lillian Burgiss 
Fred, Phyllis & A 
Sax & Royen 
TOTTENHAM 
Palace 
Harry Taft 
Gordon Richards 4 
4 Paulettes 
WEST HAM 


ce 

ist half (5-7) 
Pasqui & Peru 
Effie & Sylvia 
Rusty & Shine 

2a half (8-10) 
Fyne & Furley 
Ronald Courley 

Levanda & Asst. 

WIMBLETON 





Marl 
Penslow Co 


Palais des ce 


& E Franklyn 





Provincial 





Week of 


BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome 
Ist Crazy Show 
PRESTON 
New Victoria 
Mastersingers 
SHEFFIELD 
Regent 
Billy Cotton Bd 
SUNDERLAND 
Emp 
‘How Do, Brown’ 
Teddy Brown Co 





March 5 
B’w’r & Rutherford 
SWANSEA 
Empire 
BE. & D. Waters 
Tommy Handley 
Clapham & Dwyer 
Fayre 4 
Co as booked 
WALTHAMSTOR 
Granada 
Dymamitea 
Co as booked 





Cabarets 





Algonquin Hotel 


Cookie F'’rchild Orc 
Jack King 


Ambassador Hotel 
Pancho's Orch 


Bal-Musette 
Leon Bedou 
George Marchal 
Pierrotte 

Millard & Anita. 
Georgette 

4 Apaches 
Sacha Orch 


Barney’s 
Frank Farrel’s Orc 
Beaux Arts 


Lucien La Riviere 
Thomara Doriva 
Clara Larinova 
Inez La Vail 
Clothiel Berryessa 
Norman Astwood 
Siltan & Mari 
Maurice Shaw Orch 
Lopez’s Hawilans 


Biltmore Mote) 


Paul Whiteman Or 
Jack Fulton 
Robt. Lawrence 
Roy Bargy 
Peggy Healy 
Floria Armstrong 
Ramona 
Rhythm Boys 
Casino de Paree 
Holland & June 
Gertrude Niesen 
Eleanor Powell 
Cardini 
Hinda Wassau 
Hal Sherman 
Don Redman Ore 
Ben Pollock Orch 
Casino Town Club 
Nan Blakston 
Breez Fletcher 
Allan Cales Orc 


Caveau Basque 
Harrison & Fisher 
E Madriguera Orc 
Central P’k Casino 


Eddy Duchin Ore 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Frances Maddux 
Eddie Garr 


Chapeau Rouge 








Jack & Ruth Hays 


Peppy de Albrew 


NEW YORK CITY 


De Marcos 
Marian Davis 
Galli-Galli 
Godoy's Tango Bd 
Dick Gasparre’s Or 
Club New Yorker 
Jack Rees Orc 
Club Richman 
Jack Mason Rey 
Lido Girls Orc 


Commodore Mote! 


Isham Jones Orc 
Isabel Brown 


Cotton Club 
Cc. C. Rev 
Jimmy Lunceford O 
Croydon 
Charles Eckels Ore 
Delmonico’s 
Al B White 
Beatsy Donner 
Janis Williams 
Val Vestoff 
Naomi Morton & B 
Modernistic Revels 
Lynn Dore 
Joe Venuti Orc 


El Chico 
Tanco & Lorca 
Las Ajedas 
Adelina PDuran 
Orlando Ricarde 
A.B.c. 3 
Pilar Arcas 

El Morocco 
Jos. C. Smith Orch 
Menendez Orc 

Essex House 
Glenn Gray Ore 

Gallagher’s 
Chester Doherty 
Rosalie Roy 
Muriel Ellis 
Gerty Dwyer 
Bert Goodman 
Medisco & Michael 
Al Fields Orch 

Golden Snail 
(L'Escargot D'Or) 
Marie 
Louis Rabetand 
Gev. Clinton Hotei 
Enoch Light Orc 

Ha a 








Danny Healy 


Jack White 
Jerry Bergan 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Roth-Andrews Orch 
H'lyw’d Restaurant 
Rudy Vallee Orch 
Eddie Peabody 
Ann Lester 
Eleanor Tennis 
Randalls & Capier 
Don and Betty 
Drucilla Strain 
Gene Marvey 
Jerry Lester 
Hotel Dixte 
Kahn Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Raginsky Ens 
Hotel Gotham 
P Van Steeden Orc 
Josef Szigeti Ore 
Hote) Lexington 
Jack Little Ore 


Hotel Madison 
Jolly Coburn Orc 

Hotel McAlpina 
Sam Robbins Ore 

Hotel Montclair 
Harold Stern Orc 
Mario & Floria 


Hotel New Yorker 
Charlie Davis Orc 
David & H Murray 
Hausten & Harden 
Leata Lane 
Ruby Wright 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Geo. Olsen Orch 
Ethel Shutta 
Bob Rice 
Joe Morrison 

Hotel Pierre 
Jack Denny Ore 


Hotel Roosevelt 


Rubinoff Ore 

Jackson’s Rendev'us 

Eddie Jackson 

Kelly's 

Higgens & Yarnell 

Chiquita 

Rita Renaud 

Sterling Sis 

Jeanne McCauley 

De Lopez 

Mario 

Osgood Sis 

Joe Capella Orc 
Kings Terrace 


Gladys Bentley 
R'b’ri’gs Wiliiame 
Phil Scott 
Ted Brown Orch 
Maisop Royale 
Antoba!l Cubans 
Marlborough House 
Galli-Galli 
Vivian Vance 
Michael Zarin Ore 
Mayfair Yacht Club 
Walker O'Neill Ore 
Dwight Fiske 
Madison 
Jolly Coburn’s Ore 
Mori’s Rest 
Eddie Davis Orc 
Moulin Rouge, B’kn 
Larry McMahon 
Connie Lang 
Eleanore Gardner 
Frank Morey 
Martin Trini Orch 
Murray’s 
Johnny Howard 
Bobby Brinn 
Edith Lowe 
Mitzy Rouss 
Hammer & Sledge 
Ethel Agid 
Leah Lazarus 
Jim Josephs Orch 
Park Lane 
Sidney Ross 
Palais Royal 
3 Ambassadors 
Phil Harris 
Edna Sedgwick 


Art 





Val Olman Ore 
Paradise 
NTG 
Buddy Rogers 
Felicia Sorel 
Ann Lee Patterson 
Needa Kinkaid 
Bruno & Manon 
Earl, Jack & B 
Johnny Hale 
Iva Stewart 
Sally Rand 
Buck & Bubbles 
Tess Gardell 
Park Centra! Hotei 
Ozzie Nelson Orc 
Harriett Hilliard 
Adair & Richards 
Place Piquale 
H Rosenthal Ore 
D & D Fitzgibbons 
Don Alphonso's Orc 
Plaza Hotel 
Granville Walker Or 
Restaurant La Rue 
Arthur Warren's O 
Ritz Tower 
Nat Harris Orc 
Russian Kretchuna 
Kuznetzoff & N 
Samovar 
Mme. Nicolina 
Radneff 
Simon Philipoft 
Mon'negro & Dorita 
P Zam's Gypsy Bd 
Savoy-Plaza 
Freddie Martin Orc 
Simplon Club 
Frances Langford 
King's Jesters 
Wm Farmer Ore 
Sherry’s 
Harry Bush Orc 
Mario & Flario 
St. Moritz Hotel 
Leon Belasco Orcb 
Margarite & Leroy 
Lee Brody 
Alex Botkin Orch 
Nicolina 
George Verona 
St. Regie Hotel 
Vincent Lopez Orc 
Minor & Root 
Surf Club 
Jack Myers Orc 
Charlotte Murrie 
Taft Gril 
Geo Halli Orch 
Tavern, B'klyp 
Jack Murray Ore 
Tice Toc Club 
Gypsy Nina 
Billy Castle 
Genev Tile 
Tuscany Hotel 
Bela Loblov Ore 
Vanderbilt Motel 
Joe Moss Orch 
Ward & Hopkins 
Village Sarnp 
Scherr Bros 
Paul Tremaine 
Eddie Pritchard 
Josh Medders 
Ruth Delmar 
Lee 2 
Geo. McGuire 
Village Nut Club 
Cliff Clifton Rev 
Nutsy Fagan 
Zira Lee 
Lila Gaines 
Lila Lou 
Allyn Reece 
Henry Lawes 
Alexandria & Olsen 
Milt Spielman Orc 
Waldorf-Astoria 
X. Cugat Orc 
BE. Madriguera Orc 
Wash Sq. Club 
Frank Farrell Orch 
Weylin Hotel 


Ba 


esy ee Michael Covert Orc 

etty ean 

Loomis Sis Wivel Cate 

Leah Ray Amy Atkinsan 

Nitza Verneile gack Wick 

Caperton & Biddle {Lillian Lorraine 

Gary & Dixon Ami Pavo 

3 Samuels Maidie Du Fresne 

Emil Coleman Orc !'La Salle Orch 
CHICAGO 


Bismarck Hote) 
(Walnut Room) 


Dick Cunliffe 
Parker Gibbs 
Elmo Tanner 
Red Ingle 

Ted Weems Orch 


Boulevard Room 
(Hotel Stevens) 


Irving Gagnon 
Ruth Broughton 
Chas Agnew Orco 


Blackhawk 


Earl Rickard 
Hal Kemp Orch 
‘Skinnay’ Ennis 


Cafe deAlex 


Wade Booth 
Imperial 3 

Lenore Lynn 
Marian Garner 
Earl Hoffman Orch 


Chez Paree 


Sheila Barrett 
Deering Davis 
Louise Brooks 
Jack Waldron 
Martha Raye 
‘Barbara Blaine 
Miss Harriett 
Henry Busse Orc 


Club Leisure 


Lucio Garcia 

Billy Meagher 
Joe Manni's Orch 
Betty Chase 

Jack Sexton Jr 
‘Sugar’ Harolds Or 


Club La Masque 


Johnny Mangum 
George Oliver 
Billy Richards 
Jean LaMarr 
Edna Leonard 
Eddie Morton 
Al Garbell 


Club Royale 


Lee Morse 
Billy Gray 
Wynne Wayne 
Molly Sun 
Al’x'nd’r & Sw'ns’n 
Joan Andrews 
Fritz Miller Ore 
College Inn 
Zelda Santley 
8 Evans Co-eds 
Jimmy Mattern 
Beuvell & Tova 





Frankie Masters Or 


Congress Hote! 
(Joe Urban Room) 


Art Kassel 
Robert Royce 
Cherie & Tomast:> 
Carlos Molina 


Colosimo’s 


Julia Lyons 
Dorothy Henry 
Deronda & Barry 
Enrico D’Alba 
Eddie Deering 
Countess Boriska 
Signor Barsoni 
Art Buckley 
Bob Tinsley Ore 


Club Alabam 
Phyliss Herry 
Patsy McNair 
Gloria Starr 
Eddie Roth Orc 

Drake Hote: 


Slavie Ballet 
Stanley Hickman 
Biltmore 3 
Frances Willer 
Harriet Lindgren 
Ruth Lee 

The Crusaders 
Earl Burtnett Orc 


Edgewater Beach 


Esther Todd 
DeRonda & Barry 
Art Carrol! 

Bob Sylvester Orr 


Frolic’s 


Frank Harmilton 
Myrah Lang 
Marie & Elliott 
Nikki Nicoll 
Kiaine Manzi 
Hank Lishon Orch 
(Hotel LaSalle) 
Art Kahn Orc 
Hi-Hat Clob 
Sunny Gaer 
Yvonne Nova 
Virla Vaughn 
Rick & Snyder 
Dotty Mvers 
Effie Burton 
George Petronne Or 


K-9 Club 
Billy Brannon 
Half-Pint Jaxon 
Ed Casey Orc 
Leon La Verde 
Earl Partello 


George Oliver 
Maroni’s 
Rolando & Verditta 

Gwen Gordon 
Neecee Shannon 
Marge & Marie 
Virginia Buchanan 
Bob Wyatt 

Maurie Moret Orcb 


Club Minuet 


Adelina Dossena 
Sylvia Lee 
Harry Mack 
Harry Moon 
Phyllis Noble 
‘Irudy Davidson 
Frank Sherwan 


Moulin Rouge 
Flo Brady 
Gil Wells 
Allen & Louise 
Madge Kiefer 
Harry Byron 
Walter Hastings 
Charlie Craft's Ore 


Mural Room 
(Brevoort Hotel) 
Earl Estes 
Edgar Rice 
Stan Rittoff Orch 


Jaros Sis 


“Opera Clab” 


Edwina Mershon 
Lawrence Salerno 
Tom Gentry Orch 
Jose Rivas Orch 
Pierce & Harris 
Palmer House 
Lydia & Joresco 
Roth & Shay 
3 Swift's 
Gale Page 
Sianley Morner 
Abbott Girls 
Richard Cole Orch 


Paramount 


Molly Sun 
Helen O'Shea 
Jack Waldron 





Julia Garrity 
Nellie Nelson 


Playground 
Dot Culbertson 
Peggy Paige 
Joe Little 
Adele Gould 
Don Elkins 
Jimmy Frances 
Milored Boline 
Lou @hatel Ore 


Rainbo Gardens 


Bill Aronson 
Shannon Sisters 
Lafayette &L'Verne 
Countess E v Losea 
Keller & Field 
Gaylene Sisters 
Dorothy Thom 
Jules Stein Or 


Samovar 


Allen Reno 

Carter Bros 

Jack Haus 

Marge & Marie 

Lyle Smith Orch 

Muriel Love 

Terrace Gardens 

Romo Vincent 

Ainsley Lambert R 

Clyde Lucae Ore 
Via Lage 

Bobby Graham 

Crane Russel! Orch 

Zita & Marcelle 

Jack Housh 

Wanda Kay 

Al Handier Bd 
100 Ctub 


Edna Rush 
Virginia Hevy 
Biliy Gray 
Myra Langford 
225 Club 
B.B.B. 
Henry Berman 
Marie & Elliot 
Ruby Abbott 
Madeline Thomas 
Don Fernando Ore 











Remakes 


(Continued from page 27) 


rights to a book, play or 
of equal value. 

After experimenting with double 
versions of ‘The Rebel,’ ‘Doomed 
Battalion’ and ‘S. O. S. Iceberg’; all 
of which were made abroad and 
then necessary interiors, close and 
near shots remade in Hollywood, 
Universal purchased English speak- 
ing rights to ‘Secret Service,’ which 
was reproduced entirely in U’s local 
studios as ‘Madame Spy.’ Second 
picture under the system is ‘Count- 
ess of Monte Cristo.’ 

Scouts on Scent 


Universal has several representa- 
tives in Europe scouting for possible 
pictures to be remade. Company 
grabbed American rights to ‘Be 
Mine Tonight,’ at a reported price 
of $25,000, with the picture clicking 
generally and turning in a hand- 
some profit to Universal. 

In addition to acquiring a proven 
yarn, plus practically a shooting 
script and pre-cut picture through 
purchase of the foreign pictures, 
Universal also gets the American 
releasing rights to the original 
foreign version. With importation 
of a number of different language 
pictures annually, distributor is 
finding an increasing market for 
the European tongue features, and 
through this avenue, Universal can 
obtain further revenue from what 
was purchased as the rights to a 
good story. 


original 


Gering as Sales Mgr. 
For Chi Fox Exchange 
Chicago, March 5. 


Fox exchange is locally setting up 
the same sales and distribution syse- 


tem as exists in New York. Hringe 
ing in Bill Gering from the Cin- 
cinnati. office to take the postr of 
sales manager under Clyde Ecke 
hardt in charge of this territory. 
Gering replaces Moe Levy, for- 
merly branch manager here, but 


now in Minneapolis for Fox. 


Joe Morris Stricken 


Joe Morris, formerly of Morris 
and Campbell and now doing his 
own act, suffered a heart attack at 
his home in New York last week. 

It forced cancellation of his cur- 
rent week's booking in Reading. 


MAYNARD REPLACEMENTS 
Hollywood, March 5. 


Harold Goodwin replaces Frank 
Hagney, and Morton Turner spot- 
ted in place of Blue Washington, in 
Ken Maynard’s ‘Doomed tc Die,’ 
currently in work as last on the 
Maynard program for Universal. 

Alan James directing. 

Maynard and his wife off to Eu- 
rope for two months’ vacation im- 
mediately upon washup of ‘Doomed.’ 





Kennedy-Farley Shorts 
Hollywood, March 5. 
Radio will use Edgar Kennedy 
and Dot Farley in another series of 
six shorts. 
Classified as ‘Family Man’ com- 
edies. - 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From VARIETY and Clipper) 








Ed Wynn was angling for a pic- 
ture contract. 





Old heads of the Patents Co. try- 
ing to revive the old machine, but 
it was too dead. 





Morris Gest had some picture 
people interested in a_ series of 
super-features. Then he got over 
to the money and they lost inter- 
est. Too much coin needed, 





Legit managers reported to be 
contemplating a dip into burlesque, 
attracted by the large profits in 
proportion to the investment. 





Figured that picture stars and di- 
rectors would pay income tax on 
about $3,000,000. Salaries not so 
large then. 





Final appraisal of the estate of 
the late Charles Frohman revealed 
only $452. Gross was $919,383, but 
debts took most of it. 





‘The Dancer’ in trouble in Provi- 
dence. Towners objected to a young 
married couple kissing in bed, so 
osculations out. 





Papers complaining at the preva- 
lence of bedroom dramas which fol- 
lowed Al Woods’ successful lead. 
Public liked ’em. Woods cleared 
$40,000 on ‘Twin Beds’ the previous 
season. 





Management of Bryant Hall, 
largely used for rehearsals, had 
posted a list of delinquents and de- 
manded cash in advance in future. 
Sums ranged from $1.50 to $37. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 








Salmi Morse, who had been pre- 
vented from doing his Passion Play 
in New York and who had flopped 
in Frisco, found dead in North 
River. 





Maurice Grau had two troupes in 
Cuba, grand and opera bouffe. 


Edwin Booth announced that ow- 
ing to ill health he would cut down 
the length of his future tours. 





Edward Harrigan, recently elect- 
ed treasurer of the Actors’ Fund, 
tossed the job. Said it took too 
much time and should be a paid 
position. 





Living skeleton playing the mu- 
seums got an injunction against a 
Philadelphia paper, restraining it 
from publishing mash notes sent 
him. He fascinated some women, 





Lily Langtry had been so suc- 
cessful at Niblo’s Garden she 
planned to return for another three 
weeks. 





Henry E. Abbey took a vow never 
to fool with Italian opera after the 
season closed at the Metropolitan. 
At it again the following year and 
for some time thereafter, but a 
strong leaning toward the Wag- 
nerian school. 





Harlem saloon keeper took over 
& small theatre and installed the 
girl friend as star. She broke the 
engagement when the house flopped. 


Allentown, Pa., had its own little 
theatre movement. tave standard 
Plays done into ‘Pennsylvania 
Dutch.’ Local newspaper man did 
the translations. <A distinct dialect. 





Cincinnati correspondent wrote 
that following the flood gas had 
been turned on for the first time 
in 10 days and ‘theatres gladly 
shelved the electric light.2 Scenery 
not painted for electricity. 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 





—. 
One of two reorganization moves looms in placing the RKO theatre 
chain free from the receivership under which it now operates. While 


no estimates are made in receiver quarters as to just how soon this 
may be expected, it isn’t far off, maybe six months. 

It may be on a basis of exchange of new paper to creditors and bond- 
holders in lieu of obligations, providing a clean slate on the ledger books 
when the receivership ends. Or another company may be organized to 
take over the assets of RKO, as in bankruptcy. There is nothing under 
the equity receivership regulations which preclude the purchase of a 
company’s assets, the only step which can be taken in bankruptcy except 
where assets return to the point that all claims can be satisfied in full. 
This is rare. 

The RKQ receivership has been in existence since January, 1933, 
slightly over a year now, with the Irving Trust in charge of the estate. 





Just as Fox is engaging freelance players on a picture basis, instead 
of negotiating on the establisted weekly salary system Warners also 
during the past few months has been buying a great many freelance 
players for short parts on the same basis. WB has been taking people 
who would normally work three days in a picture and giving them a 
lump sum for the part which with rehearsal would run five or six days. In 
this way it is claimed that many people who figured on a screen flash 
found their parts built up in rehearsal and were more satisfied with their 
performance than if they had to be closed out after a rush three-day job. 

This plan of casting has been prevalent with the indie producers due 
to budget requirements and it is likely that should it work out success- 
fully at Fox the other major plants may function along the same lines. 





Exception was taken by the L. A. Better Business Bureau to the use 
of male help wanted columns for an advertisement of the Hollywood 
Casting and Publicity Registry, on the ground that the ads are mislead- 
ing. BBB called in W. Ross McClure, one of the operators of the bureau, 
to explain. Advertisements are in ccnnection with a search for screen 
talent. Prospects have been instructed to go to a local photographer 
for a dozen pictures and then after leaving nine of the prints at the 
bureau, are told they will receive further notification. 

BBB takes the stand that these ads are mislead!ng, in that they do not 
offer employment directly, and that their inclusion in the help wanted 
columns is contrary to accepted standards. Associates of McClure are 
given as Sidney Forbes and William Schenk. 


When a former cameraman was stranded in Sweden he sold a blonde 
venus the idea she was another Garbo, and then made the necessary 
touch to return to the States. Meanwhile, the discovery waited word 
to come to Hollywood. 7 

Nothing happened for six months, so the girl crossed the pond any- 
way and by accident ran across the cameraman in a New York drinkery. 
All the girl wanted was the $700 she had loaned him, but in a semi- 
coma the startled man blurted, ‘Did you get that $5,000 I cabled you?’ 

Girl almost fainted, became peeved, wept and ,vefore the session was 
over the lad borowed another $300. The woman is now working as 
a servant girl and the police are searching for the cameraman. 








When Harry Cohn was in London last year. he bought a BIP picture, 
starring Bebe Daniels, for which he paid $35,000. But after he bought it 
Cohn found that the film had already been shown in the U. S. in German 
under the title of ‘Das Lied Ist Aus’, 

Subsequently BIP cleared the U. S. music and story rights for the film 
by paying Max Goldberg, American distrib of the original, $2,000 out of 
Columbia’s $35,000. But Columbia may still not be able to show the film 
as Goldberg has discovered that one entire reel, a marionette sequence, 
was duplicated from the original German film, the rights to which, in 
the U. S., still belong to Goldberg. 





Investigation being conducted in southern California by operatives 
of the U. S. Bureau of Investigation, in connection with complaints filed 
months ago by exhibitors in the Los Angeles territory alleging viola- 
tions by Fox-West Coast of the Federal consent decree of 1928, is re- 
ported making slow headway. Many independent exhibs have been 
questioned, but so far they have been of little help, as most of the 
conditions previously complained against are of the past. 

Exhibs say that Federal action has resulted in an elimination of the 
old grievances but that new grievances, in which the Government ap- 
parently is not interested at this time, continue to crop up. 





Preview routine in Los Angeles reached another extreme when three 
major companies picked Sunday, the best night in the week for picture 
house attendance, to unveil new productions. With double features 
scheduled at all three nabe houses slipping in of previews spelled plenty 
of loss at the b.o., by reason of being able to give only one complete 
evening performance. 

While exhibs generally are trying to fight shy of previews on Saturday 
or Sunday nights, particularly when they have strong screen attractions, 
they are forced to acquiese to studio demands in order to maintain 
amicable relations to insure occasional advance showings. 


Columbia’s negotiations for the Criterion, N. Y., for a supposed two-a- 
day run of ‘Greater Glory’, is being viewed by film men 4s a gag to try 
and force the Music Hall to a better deal than usual for this company. 

Same idea was broached on ‘Lady For a Day’ back in September and is 

ve worked. 
— > ro ptccn sal with Columbia’s talk of going into the Criterion 
is that negotiations for the house are anything but direct with the lessor. 
The Music Hall has only chosen to play two Columbia pictures this sea- 
son despite that house’s first crack at all Col. product. 





Grab-it-and-scram apostles of writing ethics in Hollywood are shak- 
ing their collective head dolefully over the precedent Gene F owler is 
setting in his current job of adapting ‘The Great Barnum’ for 20th 
so A could have been completed in two weeks, according 
to the speed writers, but Fowler accepted the job only on condition that 
he might do it leisurely and to his own satisfaction, even if it required 
two months. Pay check is the same, whether it’s two weeks or two 


months, being a lump sum. 





Columnist on the Los Angeles Times took a craca at Paramount studio 
publicity department for a two paragraph blurb on a player sent out in 


press copy. He used the quotation as an example of the junk dispensed 


by picture companies. i" 
Blurb was originally written by a Times interviewer two years ago, 


and first appeared in that sheet. Paramount press department filed the 
clipping, and when checking back to repeat on old yarns, dug out the 
Times paragraphs for a rebroadcast, figuring none would recognize the 


copy. 





Among other assets, heiress Janet Snowden, about to delete a Prince 
and wed William S. Gill, Hollywood agent, owns one-third of the only 
potash deposit in the U. S. The stuff’s located at Carlsbad, N. M., and 
operated under lease by an English syndicate. When in Arizona re- 
cently, Miss Snowden decided to see what a potash deposit was. So 
she and Gill drove up to the fenced-in, heavily-guarded portals. Guard 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Reason for Max Gordon turning down two reputed offers of $100,000 
for the film rights to ‘Dodsworth’ before it opened in New York, is prob- 


| ably explained by the interest of ERPI in the new hit. Latter is said 


to have put up $35,000 backing, that approximating the cost of produc- 
tion. 

It was figured that because two authors figured in the show—Sinclair 
Lewis wrote the book and Sidney Howard made the adaptation—that the 
producer's share of the picture rights might be less than 50%. Gordon 
states he owns that percentage of the film coin with the other 50% split 
between the authors, 

Because of ERPI’s interest the picture will probably be made at 
Astoria. Only a bigger: bid would give the rights to a major film firm. 





Harry Tighe went into ‘All the King’s Horses,’ Imperial, N. Y., last 
week replacing Andrew Tombes now spotted in the cast of ‘Annina,’ 
Latter show will star Maria Jeritza. Understood Tombes preferred to 
remain in ‘Horses’ but Mlle. Jeritza insisted he be in her supporting 
company. 

Tombes is under contract to the Shuberts who are producing ‘Annina,’ 
having been loaned to Cort and Abramson for ‘Horses’ with it being 
stipulated the show book with the Shuberts. 

‘Annina’ has been in preparation since early winter. Its plays Boston 
prior to Broadway. 





Group Theatre has had a tough time finding a lead for ‘Gentlewoman’ 
which it hopes to bring to Broadway, March 19. Lloyd Nolan, who was 
engaged for the part last week, coincidentally, happens to have been 
the Group's original selection for the role. But obstacles prevented 
Nolan from taking the job when first offered. 

Since that time, the Group picked at least four actors for the role, 
only to have something arise to prevent their acceptance. These were 
Alexander Kirkland, Richard Montgomery, Richard Wharf and Walter 
Coy. Then back to Nolan. 





Walter Huston was given his first legit part by Brock Pemberton in 
‘Mr. Pitt’, the manager giving the actor extraordinary exploitation at 
the time. 

Huston’s sister, Margaret Carrington, coached and proposed him for 
‘Pitt’, in which she is said to have bought an interest. Miss Carrington 
is now the wife of Robert Edmond Jones, the scenic designer. Prior to 
his legit debut Huston appeared in vaudeville with his first wife, 
Bayonne Whipple (Whipple and Huston). He is now wed to Nan Sun- 
derland, also in his present show, ‘Dodsworth’, 





‘They Shall Not Die’, Royale, N. Y., rehearsed five weeks and due to 
which the Theatre Guild guaranteec Equity that the engagement would 
not be less than six weeks. Rules permit four weeks rehearsals for 
dramas after which salaries must be paid. 

Guild advised Equity that ‘They’ required more time because of its 
large cast and asked for a concession. Equity assented to an additional 
week with the stipulation that the show play a week beyond the Guild’s 
subscription period of five weeks. 





The Chanins are now in the likker business, having taken over a dis- 
tillery in Havana with a stock of some 700,000 gallons. They are also 
operating a brewery in Pennsylvania. 

The Chanins still have a Broadway contact, operating the Biltmore 
theatre (currently lighted for ‘Big Hearted Herbert’) for the bond- 
holders’ committee. 





barred them, whereupon Gill said, ‘Tell whoever runs this place that 
Miss Snowden, who owns a third of it, would like to see her property.’ 
On his return the guard was almost trampled to bits by a dozen or so 
British execs rushing to do the honors for Miss Snowden. 


Ah Lee, seven years old, gets a .e_ond break in pictures because of his 
performance and sporting behavior in his first, ‘Devil Tiger’, When 
Clyde E. Elliott goes back to the Orient to make ‘Yellow Waters’ for 
Fox, Ah Lee will again be sitting pretty as an actor who takes direction 
in the face of danger. Last time he was mascot to the No. 1 safari man 
in the jungles, and was enriched with gifts of a bicycle and other con- 
traptions by the delighted director and troupe. 





On its tie-in with United Press, Universal will exploit the news service 
in its newspaper film, ‘I’ll Tell the World’, in return for future Universal 
breaks in the UP newsletters. 

UP will be mentioned by name throughout the picture and its head- 
quarters in New York will play a photographic part in the film. Clem 
Randan, general business manager of the news service, has been in 
Hollywood to lamp the picture’s script. 





One of the rarities in the Par bankruptcy is that after a year the 
trustees are still examining officials, one of the first routine jobs all re- 
ceivership trustees undertake in sizing up what happened prior to bank- 
ruptcy. 

How long this will continue remains open. The next date on which 
someone is to be examined, either a present Par official or an ex-officer, 
is Mareh 14, 





Jumble over two versions of George White’s ‘Scandals’ (Fox) on the 
Coast was the result of Robert Kane assuming position of exec pro- 
ducer on the picture. Kane took his preview version to Oakland while 
White went to San Diego with his. 

White stated later that he does not recognize Kane as exec producer 
or anything else insofar as his film is concerned, 





Sounds phoney but when Lou Ostrow, and other Monogram execs, were 
recently looking for some small town girl to play an ingenue bit in ‘Loud 
Speaker’ they encountered Ruth Romaine of Kendalville, Ill., in a res- 
taurant. Spotted as a prospect, Miss Romaine told a romantic episide in 
her own life which almost matched the script scene designed for the 
part. Girl landed the part and proved okay, no kiddin’. 





Mae West stalled Ben Levin, father of Bob Lord, around for six months 
on taking out an annuity. Then along came threatening letters after 
the court trial of Edward Friedman for sticking her up. Forthwith Levin 


Jim Timony, her manager, not wanting to be out of the swim, took one 
for $30,000. 





For its front page story of salaries and bonuses paid officers and direc- 
tors of large companies as compiled by the Federal Trade Commission, 
the Los Angeles Examiner listed income of Warner, Paramount and 
Columbia execs, also Nicholas M. Schenck as president of Loew’s, 

Examiner ignored the incomes of officers of Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer, 
Loew picture subsid, which releases Hearst’s Cosmopolitan productions. 





Newest angle on the talent school idea is a scheme by an organization 





(Continued on page 69) 
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Anes: Society Burns as Shuberts 


Spot “Alibi 


Chicago, March 5. 
American Theatre Society may 
file suit or ask for an injunction 
against the Shuberts this week for 
their moving ‘Ten Minute Alibi’ 
from the Society’s Erlanger to their 
own Selwyn at cut-rate prices. 
Society is burned over the fact 


that the Shuberts collected some 
$10,000 for the two-week date at 
the Erlanger and then, after one 
week, put out publicity that the 
show would move to the Selwyn 
under their own banner at $1.50. 
Society price for shows is $2.20. 
Society figures that this publicity 
has cost them approximately $5,000 
in grosses at the Erlanger’ besides 
irreparable damage in subsequent 
bookings due to ill-will on the part 
of the regular customers who are 
squawking that they could have 
waited a week and.seen the show 
at considerable saving. 

It looks like one of the old-fash- 
ioned Shubert tricks to showmen 
locally, some of whom believe that 
the Society can collect in a suit in 
equity for damages. 

Also the Society may go to court 
to secure an injunction to pull the 
show off the Selwyn boards, What 
hurts is that the American Society 
claims to have given the Shuberts 
all possible cooperation with a 
$10,000 guarantee on this low-cost 
show and the Shuberts reciprocated 
by hurting not cnly the Society but 
also injuring hopes of a legit re- 
vival in the midwest. 





Looms Big Again 


Gavin Muir was given an indefi- 
nite suspension by Equity’s Council 
last week because of his failure to 
return $200 which he demanded in 
lieu of notice before going on in the 
final performance of ‘Dangerous 
Corner’ in Washington. Wee and 
Leventhal, who made _ charges 
against the actor, claimed he held 
the curtain for half an hour. 

Equity upheld the managers’ con- 
tention that Muir acted without au- 
thority. Suspension is not based on 
the offense, however, but on the fact 
that Muir did not make the refund 
1s ordered. When the money is 
repaid his counterclaims amount- 
ing to $600 may be considered, and 
further suspension is up to the 
Council. Muir is said to have ap- 
pealed to Equity, asking that he as- 
sign future salary to make up the 
amount, but no action was taken on 
that request. 

Muir case is expected to be cited 
when the legit code hearing is held 
and the matter of classification of 
stock attractions is considered. 
Actor contends that this particular 
company of ‘Dangerous’ Corner’ 
should not have been regarded as a 
stock show. Stagehands’ union had 
the same viewpoint and ordered the 
road crew to remain with the show, 
which reopened in Philadelphia the 
Monday after the Washington clos- 
ing with a different company for the 
same management. 

Differences of opinion over stock 
showings first cropped up last sum- 
mer, when John Golden announced 
‘When Ladies Meet’ as a stock at 
the Royale, N. Y. Stagehands de- 
clared it a road attraction because 
it had not actually closed on the 
road and had hot been placed in the 

‘storehouse. They insisted on a crew 
of 15 men backstage, whereas a 
crew of only six was needed for the 
stock rendition. Golden stated he 
«gould not operate on that basis, 
having reduced the admission scale 
to $1 top. 

Result was that ‘Ladies’ closed 
and Equity started to burn because 
its members were thrown out of 
jobs which might have spanned the 
summer. Dispute over stock has 
been going on ever since, and it is 
believed that the adoption of the 
legit code alone prevented an open 
rupture’ between the stage union 
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FIVE MATINEE WEEK 


Duffy Cashing in on _ Lederer’s 
Femme Draw on Coast 








Hollywood, March 5. 

Two extra matinees, for a total 
of five on the week, have been set 
for the eighth and final week of 
Francis Lederer in ‘Autumn Crocus,’ 
at El Capitan. Starting with the 
afternoon performance yesterday 
(Sun) similar shows are set for 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday. 

Heavy femme play is responsible 
for Henry Duffy’s move. 


‘Chiseler’ Backer 








Sought on Coast 
For Unpaid Coin 


Los Angeles, March 5. 


Following an exhaustive hearing 
on claims for unpaid wages filed 
with the State Labor Bureau by 
Marian Lord and ether members cf 
the cast of the Coast production 
‘Oh, What a Woman!’ (‘Love Chis- 
elers’), which folded in San Fran- 
cisco after one week, Attorney Leo 
L. Schaumer of the commission 





_ took the matter under advisement, 


indicating he would start court ac- 
tion as soon as liability can be de- 
termined. 
Complaints were directed against 
J. H. Morton, Inc., ostensibly pro- 
ducer of the play, with an attempt 
made by the artists to establisn 
Nathan Brenner, Morton's father- 
in-law, as jointly interested in the 
production and its financial backer. 
Claims filed with the Labor Bu- 
reau -egat.d around $1,500. Per- 
formers were protected by an 
Equity bond for one week’s employ- 
ment in Sar Francisco, with the 
contention made, they were taken 
to the northern city with a guar- 
aitee of two weeks’ work. It is for 
the unplayed week that remunera- 
tion is sought. 
Hearing brought admissions by 
Morton of the various allegations. 
but denial by Brenner of any direct 
connection with the venture, other 
than an admission that he advanced 
various sums to Morton to put into 
the production. This was refuted 
by the testimony of virtually all 
members of the cast, and by M. J 
Cohen, business manager of the 
company, who testified that receipts 
from the Alc ar engagement were 
turned over to Brenner, that he ad- 
vanced the necessary money to pay 
local bills and that he was the rec- 
ognized producer. 

Court action to determine liabilit: 
is expected to be the outcome of the 
claims’ hearing. 


Le Gallienne East 


Los Angeles, March 5. 

Following her two weeks at the 
Biltmore, starting today (Monday), 
Eva LeGallienne Repertory com- 
pany heads east via Texas, Okla- 
homa and other midwest one and 
two night stands. 
Company has been booked over 
practically the same route taken 
eastward by Katharine Cornell and 
Walter Hampden, other eastern 
road shows to hit the coast this 
season. 











Freeman Steps Out 
Chicago, March 5. 

Charles Freeman is stepping out 
of the Jewish People’s Institute 
after five years as its dramatic di- 
rector. Is going into professional 
work on the stage and as an open- 
ing wedge is producing ‘Maedchen 
in Uniform’ at the Blackstone. 
Has also been named by the Il- 
linois Police Association to produce 
its ‘Epic of the Prairie State’ at 
Soldier Field on June 30. This 
pageant will have a cast of 5,000 
and take about two months to round 
into shape. 
Freeman and Elmer Gertz are 





and the actors’ organization. 


authors of thé show. 


Salkow’s Indie 


Sidney Salkow, Paramount di- 
rector, is back in New York to pro- 
duce a play of his own. Piece is 
entitled ‘Shoestring’ and was writ- 
ten by Salkow together with Kubec 
Glasmon. 

Salkow expects to put the piece 
into rehearsal pronto, if he can find 
a star, and will direct it himself. 


ONLY HITS FOR 
BALTIMORE 
STOCK 


Baltimore, March 5. 
With road legit entombed for re- 
mainder of season as far as this 
burg is concerned, plans are now 
under way for a stock try at Ford’s, 
Erlanger-owned UBO house, with 
opening set for Easter week. Troupe 
will be tagged Balto. Civic Reper- 
tory Co., and will have as manag- 
ing director, Charles Emerson Cook, 
impresario of Auditorium Players, 
recent foldees after 15 weeks on the 
local scene. 
Large seating capacity (2,000) of 
Ford's will enable admish top to 
be shaved to 85 cents, with shelf, 
55 eents and two bits. Top mat- 
inees, 40 cents, 
Initialer will be ‘Men in White,’ 
with ‘Double Door’ slated to fol- 
low. Policy will differ from that 
pursued by Auditorium stock, in 
that only hits of recent Broadway 
vintage will be offered. Manager 
Harry Henkel of Ford’s now solicit- 
ing subscriptions to series, another 
new wrinkle in stock operations 
here. 
Cook is in New York, assembling 
cast, which will retain only two of 
former Auditorium company, Calvin 
Thomas and Harry Ellerbe. Ernest 
Rand set as scenic designer. 


Coast’s ‘Biography’ 


Los Angeles, March 6. 
Edgar MacGregor will stage ‘Biog- 
rahpy’ for Danny Wells, with Alice 
Brady in the lea@ part. New play, 
by Myron Fagan, ‘is tentatively set 
to start a three week engagement 
at the Biltmore April 2, following a 
one night break-in at San Diego. 
If play clicks it will go to ’Frisco 
following its run here. 
Miss Brady is in on a salary, re- 
ported at $1,000 weekly, plus a split. 























Cut-rates in Boston 


Boston, March 5. 
Service charge pass racket has 
bloomed again in town and has 
show biz agog. This time the paper 
with string attached is scattered 
broadcast on behalf of ‘Dangerous 
Corner,’ due to remain at the Hollis 
another week. 
Rialto generally is a good deal 
het up, claiming it’s bad for biz. 





SHERMAN WALKS 
Pasadena, March 5. 

With only three more days to go 
to finish the two weeks engagement 
of ‘Terrible Turk’ at the Pasadena 
Community Playhouse, Vincent 
Sherman walked out of the lead 
spot in the play last Wadnesday 
(28). Sudden departure necessitated 
Seymour Robinson stepping into the 
part for the final three perform- 
ances. Robinson is a lawyer mak- 
ing his first legit attempt. 





‘BRAIN SWEAT’ POSTPONED 
‘Brain Sweat,’ a drama with a 
cast of colored players, has been set 
back through the illness of James 
H. Montgomery who is confined 
abed with pneumonia. He is to 
present the play with Henry R. 
Stern. 

Show was rehearsing in Harlem. 
It was authored by John Charles 
Brownell. 


FRANKLIN’S SHOW 
Harold Franklin is talking of 
producing a legit musical on 
Broadway, using the [Frederick 
Hazlitt Brennan yarn, ‘Battleship 
Gertie,’ from Liberty magazine. 

If going through with the hunch, 
3rennan is to adapt his story and 
later make it into a scenario as 
well. 

Story is one Franklin recently ac- 





Plays on 


Broadway 





HELEN RETIRES 


Opera in three acts with music by George 
Antheil and book by John Erskine, pre- 
sented by the Juilliard School of Music at 
its theatre for four performances starting 
Feb. 238. Orchestra directed by Albert 
Stoessel, Aifredo Valenti, stage director; 
Frederick Kiesler stage settings and cos- 
tumes; correography, Frederick Kiesler and 
Eisa Findlay. 


In cast: Gean Greenwell, Charles Hay- 
wood, Robert Dunn, Floyd Worthington, 
Allen Stewart, Eugene Ramey. Julius 


Huehn, Mordecai Bauman, Willard Young, 
Atlen Stewart, Floyd Worthington, Roland 
Partridge, Robert Geis, Arthur Mahoney, 
Marvel Biddle. 





There have been only about 15 
operatic premieres in the United 
States, and three of them occurred 
within the past month. ‘Helen Re- 
tires’ is the latest and—from a 
straight musical standpoint—by far 
the finest. It's important and good 
music that will make its mark 
eventually. Unfortunately it’s not 
a good opera because of a bad 
libretto. 

John Erskine, who wrote the 
book, is still playing with his vari- 
ations on the Helen of Troy theme. 
This time he's written an opera 
about her which has the same faults 
as his books; too smart-alecky and 
not deep enough. He makes an even 
worse mistake than that, however. 
He forgets the old play principle— 
‘How's your last act? Same thing 
holds true in opera. He hasn't got 
a last act and all of Antheil’s musi- 
cal mastery can’t save the third act 
from emerging a dull, colorless 
thing as compared with the other 
two. : 

Wise-cracks and slang don’t fit 
the operatic mood. They certainly 
don’t make good singing fodder. 
That Antheil handled them as well 
as he did speaks loads for his abil- 
ity, but in a few spots he couldn't 
do anything except allow a few 
words or sentences to be openly 
spoken, making for a sort of dis- 
harmony. 

Story of ‘Helen Retires’ has Helen, 
after Menelaos dies, still unsatisfied. 
She thinks she should have loved 
Achilles. He's been dead for many 
years but she yearns for him and 
sets out to find him. Her desire for 
him is so strong she turns him from 
a ghost back to earthly life and 
they have their little interlude. 
Then comes a new love, a young 
fisherman, and she goes on, her 
lovelife still seemingly insatiable. 

Antheil’s music for this is in a 
modern tempo and yet simple and 
melodic. For moments it seems 
fragmentary. Antheil has a habit of 
pointing a tune and then rushing 
rapidly away, but as a whole the 
thing carries a lot of weight. A 
Greek chorus is on both sides of the 
stage throughout, men on one side, 
women on the other, commenting 
and singing, which adds to the ef- 
fectiveness. Antheil’s line, although 
frequently very thin, is always deep. 
He uses only primary notes. There 
is no very complicated motivation 
or technique; it’s all simplicity. Per- 
haps for that reason it will annoy 
in some quarters. Music lovers are 
notoriously slow to learn what is 
and what is not good music; it may 


take them several hearings to realize 


that Antheil’s is neither good nor bad 
—it’s important music. 

Juilliard School gave the opera a 
handsome production, despite the 
fact that Frederick Kiesler’s decor 
is a bit too breathlessly modernistic. 
It’s clever, rather than good, which 
is in keeping with the libretto and 
therefore, perhaps, a good idea. 
Singers were not all they could be, 
some of the enunciation was brutal, 
but all the youngsters tried hard 
and several of them have splendid 
command of their voices. Juilliard 
students are not in the amateur 
class. School is one of the most 
important pillars of America’s music 
world and has a good deal to do 
with the fact t’ at the Metropolitan 
can manage to continue. Met would 
do well to watch some of the per- 
formances here and profit by the 
example. If only the Met, with its 
more accomplished and experienced 
talent, would have the courage to 
try the things the Cuilliard tries, 
there would be no hesitancy about 
the ascendancy of American music. 
° Kauf. 


RAGGED ARMY 


Drama in three acts presented at the Sel- 
wyn, Feb. 26 by Crosby Gaige; written by 
Beulah Marie Dix and Bertram Millhauser, 


staged by the producer and Felix Jacoves. 
Harriet Stockwell......... Alice Ann Baker 
CorGeita POie. .cccccsccvcccoes Irby Marshal 






Priscilla Moody....... ..Lalive Brownell 





Frances. LIVGIOPF .cccccccccessoseed Ann Dere 
PINS o's. 565.69006000900% Mathilde Paring 
We ID, oot 4604 0600660088 Johnny Downs 
Emma Hallowell.........e+:; Justine Wayne 
Alothes PAE. .cccccccccceceses Emily Lowry 
Wem POSP. ..cccccesee Thomas Chalmers 
Pat Halloran........ seeseeees oy Roberts 
Henry Stockwell... .cccccescosss: Lee Baker 
Geoffrey Carver.....cece beens 4 Lloyd Nolan 
semen THAD, ...ccsves esee- Edwin Vickery 
Eliot Lovejoy........ eevccce Fleming Ward 
Bdadward Hallowell... .ccccccsess Roy Gordon 
Ps ss <450% des ond Ceeecese Byron Shores 
Sandy McGregor..... eos+--Richard Bartell 
Nathan Liittlefield........... Forrest Taylor 
Malachi Tripp............Philip Van Zandt 
Etienne D‘Auiney.......... William Dorbin 

Not much drama, less comedy, 
indicated fantasy leaves ‘Ragged 


Army’ in an indeterminate rating. 
Doubtful as a play it is more defi- 
nitely not diversion. 








quired for possible film production. 


Title would presume the play had 


something to do with the depres- 
sion, or perhaps Washington's army 
at Valley Forge. It has to do with 
the revolution and harks back to 
those days in a hazy way. But the 
mystery of what it’s all about ties 
with why it was presented at all. 
Locale is the home of the Pages, 
in ‘Dunbury, New England,’ and 
there are references to the battle 
of Dunbury in Colonial times. The 
boys who were mowed down and 
buried in a trench at Lovejoy’s 
place, come in a body through the 
casement window of the Page's liv- 
ing room, earthy brown and in a 
pale blue spot not so good to look 
upon. The resurrected world war 
victims in ‘The Miracle at Verdun’ 
a couple of seasons back was not 
easy on the average stomach either. 
Page pere has shut down the mill 
and .on the flats the bohunks in 
their hovels are fomenting trouble, 
planning a hunger parade. Pat 
Halloran, a senior law student in 
line for the prize award, is in sym- 


‘(Continued on page 70) 





Syracuse Civic Rep 
Throws Up the Sponge 


Syracuse, N. Y., March 5. 
Civie Stock company, which took 
over the Civic three weeks ago on 
the withdrawal of the Civic Reper- 
tory Theatre of Syracuse, folded 
Saturday night as a producing or- 
ganization, but will continue to 


{manage the house for another fort- 


night to handle two touring attrac- 
tions. 

Stock-repertory venture covered 
a total period of 10 weeks, with only 
three of them showing black 
entries. 

Stock organization assumed the 
theatre’s lease; the company oper- 
ated on a sharing basis with eight 
troupers functioning as a board of 
directors. Last week, in a final ef- 
fort to build support, the boxoffice 
scale was halved, bringing top down 
to 50 cents, but bad weather over- 
came whatever advantage the new 
price scale might have given. 

Stock company is looking for a 
share in the receipts of two tour- 
ing attractions to meet obligations. 
Children’s Theatre of New York is 
due Thursday in ‘An Old Fashioned 
Girl’ and ‘The Green Pastures’ will 
play there March 15-17. 


Current Road Shows 


Week March 5 


‘Autumn Crocus,’ El Capitan, Los 
Angeles. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner, Metropole 
itan, Minneapolis, March 5-7; Mete 
ropolitan, St. Paul, March 8-10. 

Eva LeGallienne Repertory, Bilt- 
more, Los Angeles. 

Ed Wynn, Temple, Scranton, 
March 5; Strand, Ithaca, 7; Tempk, 
Wilkes-Barre, 8; Majestic, Wil- 
liamsport, 9; Mosque Auditorium, 
Richmond, Va., 10. 

‘Goodbye Again,’ 
delphia. 

‘Green Pastures,’ Colonial, Akron, 
O., March 5-6; Shea's, Bradford, 
Pa. 8; Shea’s, Jamestown, N. Y., 7; 
Erlanger, Buffalo, 9-10. 








Broad, Phila- 


‘Hold Your Horses,’ National, 
Washington. 
Katharine Cornell Repertory, 


Shubert, Kansas City. 

‘Ten Minute Alibi,” Selwyn, Chi- 
cago. 

‘Three In One,’ 
delphia. 

Walter Hampden Repertory, Er- 
langer-Columbia, San Francisco. 

‘Yellow Ticket,’ Garrick, Philadel- 
phia. 


Schorr Stages ‘Bells’ 


Willie Schorr is in as stager 
the Jane Cowl play ‘Sweet 
Bells Jangled,’ replacing Sheppard 
Traube. Traube is producing the 
play with Bennett Selden. 

‘Bells’ is being geared to open in 
Wilmington, Del., March i8, and 
Washington the next night for a 
week’s stand. If clicking there it 
will stick to the road for the rest 
of the fall and summer months, 
coming into New York early next 
season. 


Walnut, Phila- 





Phillips’ Chi Stock 
Chicago, March 5. 
Another stock venture for Chi- 
cago is being readied by Guy Ben 
Phillips, who wants to start at the 
Blackstone after Lent with ‘Wed- 
nesday’s Child’ as his initial piece. 
Would bring the loop stocks to 
two, with Horace Sistare operating 
at the Studebaker, where ‘Eliza- 





beth Sleeps Out’ is the first play on 
a stock contract run, 
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AUTHORS WANT FILM COIN 





See Early Dickstein Bil Passage 


Washington, March 5. 


Early House passage of the Dick- 
stein alien actors bill was forecast 
today as Chairman Dickstein an- 
nounced the measure will be called 
up for debate under a special rule 
as soon as the more important ap- 
propriation bills have been cleared 
away. Fight to block final enact- 
ment of the restrictive measure 
transfers to the Senate, where the 
Immigration Committee is said to 
be more thorough-going and open- 


minded. 
All suggested amendments and 
changes in phraseology were 


dumped in the wastebasket as 
Chairman Dickstein applied the 
heat to dubious colleagues, but an 
arrangement was made to permit 
offering of amendments on the floor 
when the bill comes up for debate 
and vote. 

Equity’s amendment permitting 
entry of complete foreign com- 
panies, providing regulations re- 
quire departure of all members at 
the end of stated periods, was re- 
jected because it needs more study, 
Dickstein said. Same fate met the 
proposals of legit producers, who 
objected to definition of an actor 
as a person of ‘distinguished merit’ 
and ‘superior talent.’ 

Committee decision followed wind- 
up of hearings last Tuesday and 
Wednesday (27, 28) when Labor 
and State Department officials and 
a few tardy legit spokesmen were 
on the stand. 

Brock Pemberton, appearing for 
League of New York Theatres, ar- 
gued against passage of such re- 
strictions, while Emily Holt of 
Chorus Equity demanded protec- 
tion against foreign competition. 
Labor Department . officials ex- 
plained how the bill would be ad- 
ministered, promising to create, if 
necessary, a special review division 
to look into disputed applications 
for entry permits. 

Bill placing same barriers in the 
way of importation of foreign 
singers was approved and will be 
taken up by the House at the same 
time. 


‘SAILOR BEWARE’ CAST 
REFUSES SALARY CUT 


Players in ‘Sailor Beware,’ Ly- 
ceum, N. Y., refused to accept a 
cut in salaries as suggested by the 
management. They were asked to 
slice 30%, but at an indignation 
meeting Saturday (4) night com- 
pany unanimously signed a protest, 
nor did the actors accept the claim 





from the management that the 
show did not make money last 
week. Understood ‘Sailor’ betters 


an even break at around $6,000, with 
the estimated takings last week be- 
ing $9,000. 

‘Sailor’ was a surprise hit early 
this season. Shortly after it opened 
Courtney Burr, who presents it, is 
said to have voluntarily raised sal- 
aries back stage and in the front of 
the house. Show is in the Lyceum 
on a four walls rental basis and 
with actors’ salaries modest is re- 
puted to have earned $150,000 in 
the 23 weeks it has been running. 
A company sent to Chicago failed 
to make the grade, its failure being 
laid to the casting. That outfit, 
however, was principally owned by 
James Thompson, a N. Y. attorney. 

Picture rights to ‘Sailor’ are said 
to be on a sliding seale arrange- 
ment. Terms of the contract are 
reported calling for an engagement 
of 30 weeks before the top price of 
$76,000 is payable. Plan to cut sal- 
aries was made in the absence of 
Burr, but with his knowledge. He 
is on the way back from Nassau, 
mB, f, 


Jewish Guild Dinner 


Jewish Theatrical Guild’s dinner, 
which will have George M. Cohan 
and Sam H. Harris as honor 
guests, is dated for April 8, at the 
Astor, Waldorf-Astoria was first 
mentioned getting the affair. 

Tickets will be $7.50 per person 








ARNO’S BUCK TOPPER 


Musicals with Moe 





Plans Coast 


Morton 
Hollywood, March 5. 
Peter Arno is producing ‘Shim 


Shams of 1934’ in association with 
Moe Morton at the Music Box, and 
is casting for an April 1 opening. 
Arno is writing the book and de- 
signing sets, with music by a flock 
of tunesmiths, including Buddy De 
Sylva, Gordon Clifford, Sammy Fain, 


Irving Kahal, 3urton Lane, and 
Harold Adams. 
Dave Gould is staging dances. 


Benny Baker, comic, cast. 
Plan is to duck service passes and 
similar gadgets for $1 top. 


ONLY 24 ALIEN 
ACTORS NOW 
ON BWAY 


_—————» 





Charges before the congressional 
committee which conducted hear- 
ings in Washington on the Dickstein 
anti-alien actor bill, to the effect, 
that Broadway is ‘full of English 
actors,’ have been proven to be ex- 
aggerated. There are only 24 
British actors appearing in current 
Broadway shows and a very few 
more out of the city. Total number of 
principals on the New York boards is 


405, the percentage of aliens, there- 
fore, being less than six %. 

One tabulation placed the num- 
ber of alien actors at 49, but Equity 
stated the estimate was erroneous 
because resident aliens—mostly 
Britishers who have been here for 
about 10 years but have not taken 
out citizenship papers, and who have 
senior Equity rating—were included. 

Average number of aliens on 
Broadway until recently was 15, 
nine more being added when ‘The 
Shining Hour,’ ‘The Wind and the 
Rain’ and ‘Richard of Bordeaux’ 
opened. ‘Hour’ is virtually an Eng- 
lish unit show, the other two hay- 
ing one or two alien actors each. 


FRANK M’CORMACK NOW 
HEADS CWS LEGIT END 


Another change of executives in 
charge of the Civil Works Service, 
which is in charge of the free legit 
shows being played in New York 
high schoo] auditoriums, was made 
over the week-end. Frank McCor- 
mack is now in charge of the drama 
department, succeeding Earle 
Boothe, who withdrew after two 
weeks to accept a permanent berth 
elsewhere. 

There have been no _ furthe 
changes in the CWS shows nor their 
casts, but there are 200 actors’ 
names on the lists, these actors be- 
ing cast for shows to be given, if 
and when obtained. There is diffi- 
culty in securing other plays with- 
out royalties, which stipulation is 
paramount to the CWS program 
and there is some danger that the 
schedule of performances may be 
curtailed. 

Other difficulties are being en- 
countered and it is reported that 
neighborhood picture exhibitors 
have filed complaints with the CWA 
charging that business has been 
affected by the free performances. 
CWS stated it was aware of the 
complaints but did not comment on 
the chances of the free show plan 
being affected, 

Charges from professionals that 
aliens were among those appearing 
in the CWS were not substantiated 











were withdrawn. 
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TART FIP IN Fireworks Due When Legit Men 


In House; Senate Another _ ATHORS' LF AGU Meet in Wash. on Code Revision; 
l To Take Up Troublesome ome Angles 


Beer Led by Shipman 


Wants Agreement Altered 
to Permit Picture Financ- 
ing — Financing Without 
Exclusive Rights Sought 
by Second Group—Com- 
mittee Picked to Settle It 


CITE EVASIONS 





Dispute is on in the ranks of the 
Author’s League on the matter of 
picture money, which threatens to 
split the league up. A special com- 
mittee has been named to go over 
all angles of the argument and get 


available evidence, with an open 
meeting likely afterward to iron out 
the situation. 

xroup of prominent members of 
the league has decided that altera- 
tion of the minimum basic agree- 
ment and contract is necessary in 
so far as it forbids acceptance of 
money from motion picture con- 
cerns for financing of plays. This 
group feels that play production has 
in some instances been hindered or 
completely lost because of this 
clause. 

Another strong group within the 
league and in the Dramatists’ Guild 
feels, on the other hand, that pic- 
ture companies should not be al- 
lowed to finance play production ex- 
cept under terms of the league con- 
tracts, which would not give them 
exclusive picture rights even though 
producing. Thought here is that 
film companies would gain too 
strong a stranglehold on legit un- 
less restricted. 

Special committee to fight the 
situation out comprises Owen Davis, 
Mare Connolly, A. E. Thomas and 
George Kaufman. There may be 
some additions. They haven’t met 
on the matter yet, but will before 
the week is out. 


Shipman Starts It 


Fight is understood to have been 
precipitated by Sam Shipman, who 
is adamant on what he terms ‘the 
unfairness’ of the clause. His play, 
‘Lady Detained,’ could have been 
produced last year, he says, if he 
had been allowed to accept money 
for production from a film company. 
He had an offer of that nature, but 
the Authors’ League contract re- 
strained him from accepting it. He 
couldn't find a producer with enough 


' cash of his own to put it on. Result 


is that the play is still on the shelf. 

There have been numerous such 
instances, claims Shipman, and sev- 
eral other members of the league. 
On the other hand, league was told 
by several of the recalcitrant dram- 
atists that in the few known in- 
stances where film companies did 
finance plays no harm was done to 
the author or anyone else. With 
film money involved, it’s argued, the 
production is likely to be given 
greater care and assured of a longer 
run. 

Another argument brought up 
against the rule is that it is not in 
fact accomplishing anything, except 
necessitating a lot of cheating. Sev- 
eral charges of this sort have been 
made and the league is now investi- 
gating. 

In one instance, the league was 
told, a prominent dramatist made a 
film synopsis of his play and sold 
that to a film company. Then he 
got picture money to produce the 
play, it going into the books as a 
play adaptation from a scenario idea 
already owned by the film company. 

Film Co.’s ‘Bond’ 

In another instance mentioned, 
and for which there are affidavits in 
the Dramatist Guild files, a legit 
producer sold the film company an 
option on his play, with the filmer 
putting up a cash bond ‘in good 
faith.’ Bond was used for actual 
production. Argument made here is 
that obviously a big film company 

iContinued on page 69) 





Gordon Acting era 


Hollywood, March 5, 

Leon Gordon, now writing at 
Metro, goes into his old play ‘White 
Cargo’ for two weeks at the Holly- 
wood Playhouse, using some mem- 
bers of the original cast of the play, 
which Gordon acted for 1,400 per- 
formances. 

In order not to disturb his sce- 
nario work there'll be no matinees, 
with Gordon turning over play 
royalties and cut for acting to the 
Motion Picture Relief Association. 

Besides starring, Gordon will di- 
rect the show. 


CAL. NRA NIXES 
CUTRATES ON 
COAST 





Los Angeles, March 6. 

Discontinuance of the service 
charge passes freely used during 
recent months by at least three 
local legit houses, has been ordered 
discontinued immediately by NRA 
County Administrator Cunningham, 
following instructions from Wash- 
ington that these throwaways con- 
stitute a direct violation of the legit 
code. Houses that have been using 
the service charge ducats freely are 
the Mayan, Edward Belasco op- 
erated; George K. Arthur's Holly- 
wood Playhouse, and the Mason 
Opera House, during the two weeks 
run of ‘The Hairy Ape’ revival, 
terminating last Saturday night. 

Fight against the practice was 
waged largely by Henry Duffy, El 
Capitan (Hollywood) operator, with 
his sole campaign finally bearing 
fruit, although Belasco and Curran 
are on record with the local NRA 
execs as having always been op- 
posed to the practice, and willing 
to eliminate the use of the service 
passes as soon as it was 100% en- 
forced. 

Practice in the downtown legits 
was to issue these service passes 
in wholesale lots, and collect 40c for 
each ticket at the b.o., with the 
buyer getting a $1.50 or higher- 
priced seat coupon in exchange. 

Closing of the Mayan and Mason 
last Saturday night (3) automatic- 
ally ended the service racket at 
these houses, with the Playhouse 
understood ready to fold next week- 
end, through inability to exist with- 
out that type of admissions. 


KIT CORNELL ON 7% OR 
2D RUNS, TAKES FILMS 


Syracuse, March 5. 


Terms submitted today (Monday) 
by management for Katharine Cor- 
nell stood as an apparently unsur- 
mountable barrier to a local pres- 
entation of ‘Barretts.’ 

To appear at the Empire for two 
nights, May 11-12, Miss Cornell 
wants a percentage sharing ar- 
rangement which would have given 
the theatre 25%. In addition the 
lessee, Mitchell Fitzer, faced a 5% 
booking charge. To move the pro- 
duction in and out, the theatre 
would have to employ 14 stagehands 
and retain 10 to work the show. 

Weighing it all, Fitzer decided to 
stick to eran nt runs at 10-15-20. 














Sushinén Ge Author 
William J. Perlman is co-author 
of ‘The House of Remsen’ with 
Nicholas Soussanin, who will pro- 
duce, 
Play will bring James Kirkwood 
back to Broadway legit. 


| the 
|furnish employment for him for any 


Fireworks are due in Washington 
during the month of the projected 
code hearings, and that goes par- 
ticularly for the legit code. Man- 
agers want to insert provisions for 
arbitration of all controversies with 
stage unions. It is authoritatively 
stated that the stage hands will op- 
pose arbitration, with the musi- 
cians’ union taking the same stand. 

Of the several stage unions only 
Equity employs arbitration in ad- 
justing differences between its 
members and managers. Up to 
now the stagehands and musicians 
have used direct methods in deal- 
ing with the managers, with the 
latter never satisfied on results. 

Nor has the code in its present 
regulations solved the problems that 
were expected to be promptly 
cleared up. With the season more 
than half over, no new contract has 
been agreed on with the stage- 
hands, latter using the same forms 
as for the last two seasons and une 
der the same working conditions 
which the managers are seeking to 
change. 

Legit code will be virtually re- 
written at the open hearing March 
21, when representatives from all 
branches of show business will be 
on hand with proposals of revisions, 
Some suggestions may be offered in 
advance this week in Washington 
during discussions over codes gen- 
erally. 

Legit code was the sixth to be 
signed by the President, and there 
are about 200 codes in existence. 
NRA concedes that it has learned 
more about how codes should oper- 
ate than when the agreements were 
first framed. 

Code Authority will seek, if not 
demand, the power to discipline vio- 
lators of the legit code. No secret 
that the CA is disappointed be- 
cause its decisions in cases of vio- 
lations have been tabled for the 
most part by Washington. 

Managers have been watching 
the dispute between Equity and the 
other unions over what is and what 


" (Continued on page 71) 


Actor-Agent Contracts 
Reciprocal, Court Rules 


Supreme Court Justice Shientag, 
on Tuesday (27) rendered a deci- 
sion that has an important bearing 
generally on contract relations be- 
tween agents and talent, in a re- 
fusal to grant Jack Curtis an in- 
junction restraining Everett Mar- 
shall from performing in the cure 
rent ‘Follies’, Was asked for ale 
leged violation of an agreement be- 
tween the singer and Curtis. 

Judge Shientag held that while 
it is within the sound discretion of 
the court to grand relief in matters 
of equity in action of this chare 
acter, that discretion will not be 
ordinarily exercised unless the con- 
tract contains definite reciprocal 
obligations which are enforceable. 

It was alleged by Curtis that 
Marshall, who is presently receiv- 
ing $850 for his engagement in the 
‘Follies’, had signed a contract with 
him making him Marshall’s sole 
and exclusive manager, and that fn 
working for the Shuberts, without 
consent of Curtis, Marshall had vio- 
lated his agreement. 

Curtis introduced affidavits that 
he and his associates had expended 
much time, effort and money to pro- 
mote motion picture tests and other 











employment for Marshall, which 
Marshall refused to accept. Mare 
shall entered a denial to Curtis’ 
allegations 

Court favored Marshall on the 
additional ground that the plaintiff, 
| Curtis, by said contract with Mare 


not obligated to employ 
Marshall, or even 


lshall, was 
defendant, 


|period of time. Curtis, the court 
held, therefore, did not stand in the 
relation of employer to Marshall 
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Paris Legit Meekly Trying to Start 
Up Again as Taxi Strike Continues 


Paris, Feb. 24 
After having marked time for 
several weeks, to let the rioters in 
the strects quiet tcwn, the Paris 
legit stage is timidly starting to 


Move again. 
A Louis Verneuil play will open 


this week at the MWathurins. Title 
of ‘Le mari que j'ai voulu’ (‘The 
Husband I Wanted’) has been se- 
lected finally, after the piece was 


announced as Monique’ and then as 
‘Christiane’, 


Other opening this week is an 
operetta, ‘Monsieu> Papillon’ (‘Mr 
Butterfly’) at the Trianon Lyrique. 
Book and rics are by Marcel 
Favre and Jean Monet, and music 


by Guy Lafarge. Trianon just ended 


a long ran of Lehar’s ‘Land of 
Smiles’. 
Taxi strike, still continuing (it 


Started Jan. 31), handicaps the the- 
atres. New cabinet has made se- 
rious attempts to settle the dispute, 
offering arranzement whereby the 
drivers would get back about 85 
percent of what the new taxes, 
against which they struck, would 
cost them. Drivers won't play, 
however, deciding to stay out un- 
til their hours of work are limited 
by law and they get a minimum 
Wage guaranty. They also want 
th. cab owners to buy the gas, in- 
stead of having to put up their own 
cash for fuel. 

Just to symbolize their feeling in 
the maiter, the strikers one day 
made an effigy of thousands of con- 
tracts between drivers and renting 
companies and heaved it into the 
Seine from the Pont Alexandre III. 

Taxi strike makes sale of or- 
chestra and front row balcony seats 
almost nil, but cheaper places still 
find a few customers. 

Theatres took another forced hol- 
iday Thursday (22), day of national 
mourning in honor of late King 
of Belgium. Subsidized state the- 
atres were forced to close, and a 
number of others followed suit. 


New Prefect of 
Police Augurs 
Gayer Paree 


Paris, March 5. 

Ousting of Jean Chiappe as 
Prefect of Police, which precipitated 
rioting here early this month, is 
having a secondary effect on Paris. 
It is livening the town up. Nite 
spots and other joy rendezvous are 
happier with the future prospect 
than they have been in many years. 

Chiappe was all for a pure Paris 
and used to keep the hot spots 
strictly toeing the line; also was 
very choosy about how the girls 
behaved on the grand boulevards, 
etc. 

New prefect of police. Adrien 
Bonnefoy-Silbour isn’t so fussy. 
He thinks fun is fun, nite life is 
nite life and whatever tourists want 
-—if they can pay for it—they ought 
to get. 

It begins to look like Paris again. 








Czechs Find Out 
Anti - Hitler Play 
Is Hard to Cast 


Prague, Feb. 24. 

Performance of Bruckner’s new 
play, ‘Races,’ scheduled at the New 
German theatre, had to be post- 
poned, as several of the leading ac- 
tors, born in Germany and Austria 
and citizens of these countries, re- 
fused to take part. 

They feared that they would not 
be able to secure possible future 
theatre engagements in Germany. 
‘Races’ is an anti-Hitler play, also 
in rehearsal in New York by the 
Theatre Guild. 








New Operetta 

‘Bedded on Roses,’ last operetta 
by Jarmir Weinberger, had its pre- 
miere at the Velke Operetta theatre. 

Music not particularly ortginal, 
reminding too much of old Vienna 
examples. Staging was brilliant, 
choruses and ballets up to date. 
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LEGIT IN AUSTRALIA 
LOOKS UP, SAYS TAIT 








Feb. 1. 
Williamson- 


Sydney, 
Tait, m.d. of 


back 


E. J 
Tait, is 
trip perfectl; 
Australia will go ahead this year. 

Tait has booked for presentation 


from a European 


satisfied that legit in 


here ‘White Horse Inn’, ‘Nice Car- 
ryings On’, ‘Those Pretty Things’, 
‘Fresh Fields’, and ‘Ten Minute 


Alibi’. 

‘Listen Lester’ will come in next 
week as a fill-in until the new at- 
tractions are ready. Already current 
and doing good business are ‘The 
Gay Divorce’ and ‘The Du Barry’ 

Tait stated that his organization 
will build a new theatre in Svdney 
and will reopen His Majesty's in 
Melbourne at an early date. 

Williamson-Tait feels that the 

Australian public will support legit 
strongly providing the fare offered 
is high-class. Right now there are 
more legit theatres operating than 
has been the case for a good num- 
ber of years. 
F. W. Thring, indie producer, 
started a legit boom in Melbourne 
some months ago and has continued 
to met with success. Possibly this 
is the reason why W-T decided to 
go out after business in a more 
determined manner than hitherto. 


Guitry-Printemps 
Divorce Is Nixed 
By Court in Paris 


Paris, Feb. 24. 


Divorce of Sacha Guitry and 
Yvonne Printemps has hit the rocks. 
Local court decided that they 
haven't grounds for a split. 


That doesn’t stop Yvonne from 
getting alimony while they're sep- 
arated, however. Only she’s not 
satisfied with the $600 a month 
she’s receiving, and has asked the 
court to give her 50% of all Sacha's 
royalties, on the grounds that in 
France a wife splits 50-50 with 
everything a husband gets. 


Guitry is already splitting the 
royalties from his early works with 
Charlotte Lyses, his first wife. A 
second cut doesn’t fit in with his 
plans. He replied, however, that it 
was okay with him if Printemps 
would give him back half the jewels 
he gave her. 

Court will think it over. Mean- 
while it has cut Yvonne's alimony 
from $600 a month to $400. 

Miss Printemps is appearing in 
Noel Coward's ‘Conversation Piece’ 
in London. 





Week of First Nights 


London, Feb. 26. 

An entire week of (‘first 
nights’ for a play is C. B. 
Cochran's newest idea. 
So great was the demand for 
|] the premiere of Noel Coward's 
Piece,’ starring 
Yvonne Printemps and Cow- 
ard, that Cochran set the 
price of the premiere at $12.50 
per seat. Didn’t stop then, so 
Cc. B. scaled all the perform- 
ances for the first week at 
prices far above the ordinary 





er 


‘Conversation 





charges, 


STAVISKY MESS 
TOUCHES SHOW 
BIZ AGAIN 








Feb. 24. 

Probe of the Stavisky scandal, 
which slowly continues its official 
way while the political maelstrom 
it let loose whirls elsewhere is 
working back toward show busi- 
ness, 

Rita Georg and Marianne Kupfer, 
Austro-Hungarian music hall stars, 
have been mentioned as possibly 
associated with a mysterious enter- 
prise which Stavisky is supposed to 
have conducted in connection with 
a central European power and 
which is linked with his Hungarian 
bond scheme that was to have been 
the basis of his next coup. 

Neither girl has been officially 
summoned to testify, but both have 
hired lawyers to protect them 
should the investigation go further. 
Miss Georg is in Vienna and is giv- 
ing interviews to correspondents of 
Paris papers there repeating that 
she never even met Stavisky. She 
played the lead in ‘Deux Sous de 
Fleurs’ at Stavisky’s Empire the- 
atre in Paris. 

Miss Kupfer, recently in London 
for a music hall engagement, has 
returned to Paris to make her own 
denials. She is supposed to be 
Rita’s friend and to have left Paris 
the night that Stavisky died. 

Also reported now that Stavisky 
angeled the film ‘Paprika,’ starring 
a Hungarian actress, Irene de Zil- 
any, which did well in Paris. This, 
too, is supposed to have a mys- 
terious meaning, though no one 
will say just what. 


Paris, 





Upson’s Mistake 
London, Feb. 24. 

Jack Upson, who booked the Fou: 
Yacht Club Boys to play the Mon- 
seigneur restaurant for March, 
promised them to double two weeks 
at the Palladium, Proved a rash 
promise, 

Upson forgot that Cab Calloway 
is in at this house for the whole 
month of March, with management 
not likely to seek a bigger overhead. 
Looks like Upson will have to pay 
the boys the extra dough. 








‘Success Story Okay in London: 
‘Gay Divorce’ Folding March 16 





wondon, Feb. 24. 

After a successful tryout at a 
suburban repertory theatre, John 
Howard Lawson’s ‘Success Story’ 
was vrought to the Cambridge, Feb. 
15. At first the audience did not 
know how to take it, but eventually 
they tecume interested and at the 
finish there were numerous curtain- 
calls. Esme Percy scored a per- 
sonal triumph as Sol Ginsberg, and 
practically all the parts were ade- 
quately handled. 

Newspaper opinions are divided, 
with the majority finding favor. 





Sheriff's New One 
R. C. Sherriff will have a new 
play tried out at the Embassy, Feb. 
26, titled ‘Beginners’ Luck.’ Out- 
line of the plot recalls Somerset 
Maugham’s ‘Sheppey,’ produced at 
Wyndham’'s a few months ago. 





Closings 
Shows bowing out in West End 
shortly include ‘Ladies’ Night,’ at 
Aldwych, starring Sidney Howard 
and ‘The Rose Without a Thorn,’ 
at the Vaudeville. Latter show 
coyjd have lingered a little longer, 





but Frank Vosper’s indisposition 
killed it. New play on life of ‘Nurse 
Cavell,’ starring Nancy Price, re- 
placing. 

‘Gay Divorce,’ Fred Astaire show, 
is in its last month also, with clos- 
ing date March 16. 





trish Play 

Another Irish play was produced 
at the Little theatre, Feb. 14, It 
is by George Shiels and is wholly 
inconsequential. Vociferously played 
in the main, but containing the in- 
comparable Arthur Sinclair in the 
name part. Usual material to be 
found in Irish comedies, breezy in 
spots, but generally lacking in 
originality. 





Growing Up? 

One of London's once famous 
little restaurants, Odone’s in Vic- 
toria, celebrates its 50th anniver- 
sary March 1, with the inauguration 
of a cabaret. 

Small stage equipped with suit- 
able lighting has been installed, 
and dancing and entertainment will 





(Continued on page 66) 


| Coward, in three acts. 


Gable Address: VARIETY, 
Telophone ry ‘Temple Bar 


Plays Abroad 


LONDOW 
6041-5042 





CONVERSATION PIECE 





London, Feb. 24. 


Romantic comedy with music by Noel 
Produced by C. B 


i Cochran at His Majesty's theatre, Feb. 16. 


Sophie Otford........++e0+ Heather Thatcher 
Martha JameS......cseseeeesss Moya Nugent 
Mra. DragORe ...ccceccerseccseces Betty Shale 
Paul, Duc De Chaucigny-Varennes...... 
Noel Coward 
Melanie. .cccccccccccccese Yvonne Printemps 
OGD 0kse ke snoveeeen aanees Maidie Andrews 
The Marquis of Sheere...... Louis Hayward 
The Duchess of Beneden....Winifred Davis 
The Duke of Beneden....... Athole Stewart 
Lady Julia Charteris.......... Irene Browne 
Mins Gomlett. cocccccccesccece Everley Gregg 
Mins Mention. .cccccccccccess Molly Lumley 
BOE BOM 5 6 060065 00¢ Penryn Bannerman 
Lord St. Mary’s..... S0ecsccees Kim Peacock 





A play by Noel Coward is always 
interesting. A play by Coward star- 
ring Yvonne Printemps and the au- 
thor should be more interesting. 
This it proved to be, but not in ex- 
actly the way intended. 

Laid in the Regency period and 
located at Brighton, England, the 
fashionable watering-place of the 
day, because it was frequented by 
the Prince Regent with Lady Fitz- 
herbert, it gave great scope for 
scenery and costuming. Full advan- 
tage was taken of the opportunity. 

To judge by a first-night audi- 
ence which clamored frantically to 
pay $12.50 a seat, would be to place 
a false valuation. Those who at- 
tended who were thoroughly con- 
versant with the French language 
enjoyed it, but they are too few to 
support a high-class and expensive 
show in London. The others pres- 
ent, who didn’t understand French, 
looked wise and pretended they did. 

Altogether too much’ “French 
spoken in ‘Conversation Piece.’ 
Coward has a legitimate excuse for 
it in that Mlle. Printemps plays a 
French girl brought to England who 
instantly reverts to her native lan- 
guage whenever she becomes ex- 
cited. 

Miss Printemps revealed her lim- 
itations, and the absence of Sacha 
Guitry was more than manifest. 
Those who saw her co-starred with 
her French author-husband, if pos- 
sessed of any knowledge of stage- 
craft, noticed how Guitry wrote spe- 
cial roles for his ‘lady,’ and not only 
himself but his entire company fed 
her till everything she did almost 
played itself. Noel Coward could 
not supply this, although he did 
write the play for her. 

Again it is a milksop plot, pro- 
duced with a magnificent cast and 
innumerable little theatrical tricks. 
For instance, in one spot Coward 
strikes a picture with the entire 
company posing as if for a still pho- 
tograph, with only one_ person 
speaking. They break and stand 
still while somebody else speaks. 
Most effective trickery, but it does 
not improve the plot, which is a 
wishy-washy little love story. 

Names of Printemps and Coward, 
presented by Cochran, are bound to 
draw for a time. Only point at issue 
at this moment is for how long a 
time. Jolo. 





Prague, Feb 24. 

Thomas Edison’ once _ visited 
Prague. His figure now appears on 
the stage of the Czech National 
Theatre, in the premiere of a play 
by Edmond Konrad, ‘Edison, the 
Wizard of Menlo Park’. Play de- 
picts the life of Edison, from the 
time when he was a newsboy up to 
his death, and his various activi- 
ties and inventions are all shown 
on the stage. 

In the prolog Edison is shown 
working in Newark, experimenting 
with a microphone. A leading char- 
acter in this prolog is a sort of 
mystical, Socratic, Mephisto figure, 
who predicts the future achieve- 
ments and greatness of Edison. 
Same symbolic figure, in the course 
of Konrad’s play, appearing as Mr. 
Black, becomes a member of Edi- 
son’s firm, serves as an advertising 
man, as a boxer who is filmed, and 
finally is presented in the mask of 
Lenin, in order to show that Edison 
in his inner, spiritual life was 
moved by a social vision when he 
made his inventions. 

Second and third acts show Edi- 
son busy at work in Menlo Park 
on his phonograph, arclight and 
kinematograph inventions. 

Real action in the play is reached 
when Edison, in order to finance his 
inventions, discusses his plans with 
Jay Gould and other prominent 
American capitalists. In the various 
scenes, Edison’s leading co-workers 
and Mrs. Edison also appear on the 
stage. In an engaging scene, Edi- 
son, at a New Year's night celebra- 
tion meets the ‘amous French act- 
ress, Sarah Bernhardt, and both are 
attracted to each other. 

In the fourth and final act of the 
play, Edison is visiting the Dear- 
born Museum in Detroit, and the 
American wizard surveys his inven- 
tions, speaks of the importance of 
the automobile, due to the activi- 
us of his friend Ford, and also 
reveals his last effort to produce 
artificial rubber. 

Play ends with the reappearance 
of the Faustian figure of the prclog. 
standing before a crowned busi of 
Edison and in eloquent and dra- 
matic words expressing the fervent 





hope that through the inventions of 





EDISON, THE WIZARD | 





the great American, there would be 
brought about a reconciliation of 
Man with Machine. 

V. Vydra, one of the leading Czech 
character actors, in the role of Edi- 
son, in a lifelike makeup presented 
the inventor in all his simplicity, 
yet at the same time fully reveal. 
ing his engaging and human traits, 
Jaromila Kronbauerova, a promi- 
nent actress of the Czech National 
Theatre, charmed her audience in 
her magnetic role of Sarah Bern- 
hardt. A. Kohout was acceptable 
in the role of Black, the Mephisto 
figure. 

Chief weakness of Konrad’s dra- 
matic effort, that it wearied the 
audience somewhat by too many 
useless details of biographical ma- 
terial, somewhat longwinded dialogs 
and too many repetitions in the 
various acts showing Edison’s ma- 
chines and inventions. Stage pic- 
tures, however, showing Edison’s 
inventions in practical operation, 
especially the burning of incan- 
descent lamps, working of phono- 
graphs, were fully up to the usual 
excellence of the Czech National 
Theatre. Heyn. 


Queen Kept Her Head 


New historical play in nine scenes by 
Winifred Carter, produced by Reginald 
Bach at the Kingsway theatre, Feb. 20. 


BRED BEATEN, a cece ceccecsess Clare Harris 
Milles COverGas®..ccccccccccss Walter Dibb 
Constance Allingham....... Felicity Carter 
Roger Harley............Aubrey Mallalieu 
Sir Thomas Seymour.......... Bernard Lee 


HEAUtRArIRe PAP. cccccccccccces Laura Cowie 
Lord Wriothesley...........John H,. Moore 
Bishop Gardiner....... A. B. Imeson 





Pe WM, os wenes eeee »»-Raymond Lovell 
Princess Evizabeth............4 April Vivian 
Sir Anthony Knevet.......G. H. Mulcaster 
GR BGs cc cveccccnacccecses Nell Carter 





This play might well be named 
‘The Private Life of Henry VIII 
with Katharine Parr.’ It shows 
Henry at the time he married the 
Parr woman, when he was begin- 
ning to deteriorate in mind and 
body. 

The plot is a biography of the 
life of Henry and Katharine for 
the three years of their marriage, 
culminating in Henry’s death. Sur- 
rounded by spies and enemies, she 
manages to retain her influence 
over the king, often running close 
to the danger line, with her head at 
stake. 

Intelligently played by Laura 
Cowie, with competent support 
throughout, the piece is still a 
chronology. As such, it sags a bit 
before the finish with a relatively 
tame conclusion. A great deal to 
commend it, there is something 
lacking. Jolo. 


HERE’S HOW 


London, Feb. 24. 

New musical show in two acts, presented 
by William Walker and Robert Nesbitt at 
tne Saville theatre, Feb. 22. Book, lyrics 
and music by Eddie Pola, Robert Nesbitt 
and Willtiam Walkér; adaptation by Austin 
Melford; dances by Jack Donohue. In cast, 
Lili Damita, George Robey, Jack Melford, 
Phyllis Clare, Veronica Brady, Tommy 
Reilly, Billy Comfort, Jack Donohue. 

. 





Miss Damita has a dainty little 
figure, not too difficult on the eye, 


but she can’t sing or dance, and 
her stage appearance is like the 
veriest amateur. Robey is still 


Robey: he utters paraphrases of 
his old double entendre jokes, stop- 
ping to wait for his laughs; does 
the same half-somersault; he makes 
the same dancing efforts; he gives 
the same burlesque on the late 
Queen Victoria, and the local press 
loyally announces he saved the 
show. 

Despite this rescue, the audience 
at the end of the performance 
yelled ‘Donohue,’ This referred to 
Jack Donohue, who staged the 
dances and played the terpsichorean 
lead very effectively. 

Next to Donohue come Reilly and 
Comfort with their specialty and 
humorous’ characterization of a 
couple of gangsters. Incidentally 
they are requisitioned practically 
every time Damita wants to sing. 

It isn’t a poor revue, but it isn’t 
sufficiently out of the ordinary. 
Producers have done everything re- 
quired except that the book and 
music are uninspired. Costumes 
are gorgeous—not over-elaborate, 
but colorful and in good taste. 

Jolo. 


NATIONAL CONVENTION 
TO REVIVE SHOW BIZ 


Mexico City, March 2. 

Drive to rejuvenate and give the 
decadent theatre in this country its 
former appeal to the public has 
been launched by the Mexican Ac- 
tors Union. 

Organization has called a national 
convention next month of all con- 
nected with the theatre, from stage 
hands to managers and. press 
agents, for co-operation to make 
stage entertainment attractive. 

Figure that by getting all 
branches of show biz interested in 
a healthy pull, and working to- 
gether, they can really put the move 
over, 
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Road Show Lack: Skinner $10,000 


Chicago, March 5. 

Loop is getting hot for 
again as the road dies down and 
fails to provide enough shows to 
take care of the regular legit de- 
mand. Studebaker was first to the 
line with its current ‘Elizabeth 
Sleeps Out.’ Others due include 
Guy Ben Phillips, who is slated for 
the Blackstone shortly after Lent 
with ‘Wednesday’s Child’ as the ini- 
tial play. 

Shuberts are readying a_ stock 
geason for the Selwyn, ‘Ten Minute 
Alibi,’ there currently, is not in- 
cluded in this stock plan despite 
the slice to $1.50 top. Show con- 
tinues under regular standard pro- 
duction contract. However, the cast 
was forced to take a hefty salary 
slice, accepting code minimums as 
salaries up to a gross figure of $3,- 
600 after which mark the cast col- 
lects its regular contract wages. 

‘Horses,’ show with Joe Cook, 
bowed out of the Grand after sev- 
eral last-minute holdovers. Switched 
down to the National in Washington 
with some wonder here why the 
Shuberts jumped the show way 
down there when such towns as St. 
Louis and Detroit are in okay shape 
right now and hungry for legit at- 
tractions. 

Negotiations for tabbing the 
show for B. & K. at $9,500 fell 
through when the principals refused 
to accept salary offers for the four- 
a-day run. B. & K, had signatured 
their side of the copgtract, but the 
Shuberts couldn’t come through. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner’ stowed 
away a hearty week at the Selwyn. 
even being pressed to add another 
matinee to satisfy the femme after- 
noon clubs. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Elizabeth Sleeps Out,’ Stude- 
baker (C-1,250; $1.50) (7th week). 
Still holding around the $2,000 mark 
which is in the money for this low 
coster. Horace Sistare around now 
with a new stock plan under a sub- 
scription setup. 

‘Hold Your Horses,’ Grand (M- 
1,207; $2.75) (7th week and final). 
Closed here on Saturday (3) and 
jumped all the way to Washington. 
Finished at $16,000. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner, Selwyn (C- 
1,040; $2.20). Made plenty of coin 
in the one week of impressions, 
with particularly good results on 
the number of matinees. Excellent 
at $10,000. 

‘Ten Minute Alibi,’ Erlanger (D- 
1,318; $2.20) (2a and final week. 
After two weeks here moved to the 
Selwyn at $1.50 for the Shuberts. 
Announcement of the move at 
cheaper prices cost this house at 
least $5,000 on the week, forcing it 
to be satisfied with a take of $7,000 
for the final session. American 
Theatre Society up in arms at the 
Shuberts on this move. Nothing 
yet set for the next American The- 
atre Society play. ‘Double Door,’ 
which had been scheduled to open 
here this week was cancelled fol- 
lowing closing in Boston, 

‘The Curtain Rises,’ Cort (C-1,100; 
$2.20 (8th week). Going along on 
its cheap set-up at $3,000 and still 
on the right side. Has a long time 
to go yet before getting winded. 

Other Attractions 

*‘Maedchen in Uniform,’ Black- 
stone. Charles Freeman moving his 
Jewish Peoples Institute players to 
the loop for a legit try on March 11. 
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MGM STUDIOS 
CULVER CITY, CALIF. 

















NEW 
TEARPROOF 
Maybelline P 


Here's what you've been 
wanting — for off stage 
end on. A real eyelash 
darkener; one that goes 
on right the first time and 
that won't run, smear or 
smart with tears or per- 4 
spiration. Positively non-smarting! The mos 
populer mascara with the profession. Perfectly 
armless, ty the NEW Maybelline. Black or 
Brown, 75¢ at any toilet goods counter. 


Ntasbcllirre 


wen EYELASH BEAUTIFIER 
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RETRIAL ORDERED ON 
BAT’S’ STOCK MONEY 


Albany, March 5. | 

Court of Appeals has granted a | 
new trial of the action of Hopwood ' 
Plays, Inc., against Collin Kemper 
and others to recover approximately 
$12,000 which it is alleged Kemper, | 
or his predecessors, improperly de- | 
ducted as expenses from  the| 
amounts due under a production | 
agreement, 

Hopwood Plays, Inc., is the suc- 
cessor in interest to Mary Roberts 
Rinehart and Avery Hopwood, joini 
authors of ‘The Bat.’ There were 
two contracts with Wagenhals & 
KkXemper for the production of the 
play. During the original run of 
the play the authors were to receiv. 
is royalties certain guaranteed 
vercentages of the gross box office 
receipts. When the play was to be- 
come available for stock and pic- 
tures the autuors were to receive , 
one-half of these gross receipts. 

Statments and remittances wer 
received without question until Feb 
ruary, 1930, when the plaintiff ob- 
jected to the deduction of expenses 

Chief Judge Cuthbert W. Pound, 
writing the Court of Appeals’ opin- 
ion, said the complaint had been 
‘improperly dismissed’ by the lower 
court. 





Two Quick Flops 
But ‘Crocus Gets 


Neat $5,000, L. A. 





Los Angeles, March 5. 

Two legits bowed out Saturday 
night (3), after slim pickings for 
two weeks each. To offset the local 
situation, Eva LeGallienne opens a 
two week’s sojourn at the Biltmore 
tonight. 

Dramas calling it quits were 
‘Double Door,’ at the Mayan, and 
‘Hairy Ape,’ at the Mason. A musi- 
cal burlesque, which also got under 
way at the Hollywood Music Box 10 
days ago, also folded, after five days 
of brutal biz. 

Only holdovers are ‘Autumn Cro- 
cus,’ entering its seventh and final 
week at the El Capitan, and ‘M’Lord, 
the Duke,’ going into its fifth stanza 
at the Hollywood Playhouse. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Autumn Crocus,’ El Capitan (8th 
week) (C-1,571-$11.65). With last 
two weeks announced, Francis Led- 
erer opus picked up slightly on its 
sixth week, and with an extra mati- 
nee copped close to $5,000, which is 
mightly sweet. One more week to 
go, then ‘Men in White.’ 

‘Double Door,’ Mayan (2d-final 
week) (D-1,492-$1.65). Nance 
O’Neil prestige, plus superb sup- 
portin~ cast and a stellar production 
didn’t mean a thing for this heavy. 
Second and final week garnered 
around $3,500, which meant little. 
House wark until ‘Memory’ is ready. 

‘Hairy Ape,’ Mason (2d-final 
week) (CD-1,551-$1.10). Attempt of 
F. P. Choate to revive the O'Neil 
play a big disappointment. Although 
house rent paid for four weeks, 
drama did a complete fold at the 
end of the second stanza. Nothing 
in sight. Second week’s take was 
less than $2,000. 


though the end is near. 
take last week topped $1,800, and 
most of this on service charge 


passes. 








Boston Dark 


Boston, March 6. 

Only opening this week is Jeritza 
in ‘Annina,’ next Saturday evening, 
being switched from the uptown 
Opera House to downtown Shubert 
theatre. Only show current is ‘Dan- 
gerous Corner’ (Hollis) which closes 
next Saturday, to be followed Mon- 
day by ‘Autumn Crocus.’ 

At the Plymouth, “The Perfumed 
Lady’ suddenly folded Saturday (3) 
after first and only week on any 
stage. Recasting is due later, and 
opening on Broadway apparently is 
indefinitely postponed. Understood 
here that Harry Gribble, author, di- 
rector and producer of the show, 
will in the meantime direct Helen 
Gahagan’s new play, announced as 
‘Bronte,’ and expected te open here 











Easter Monday night. 


| after a week at the Broad and hit- 


ning, 


‘M’Lord, the Duke,’ Hollywood 
Playhouse (4th week) (C-1,152- 
$1.65). Managing to hold on, dricks, 
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Plays in Rehearsal 





‘Moon Born’ (Bushar and | 
Tuerk), Playhouse. | 

‘One More Honeymoon’ 
(Nicholson and Brown), 33 W. 
42d street. 


‘Annina’ (Shuberts), Shubert. 

‘Sweet Bells Jangled’ (Ben- 
nett and Traub), Elliott. 

‘Pure in Heart’ (Aldrich and 
de Liagre), Longacre. 

‘Gentlewoman’ (Group The- 
atre), Broadhurst, 

‘Fresh Faces’ (Dillingham- 
Janis), Vanderbilt. 

‘Races’ (Theatre Guild). 
Guild. 

‘Beloved Rival’ (Stiefel ana 
Lewis), Selwyn. 


NAGEL’S ‘CBYE’ 
BIG AT $8000 
IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, March 5. 

Philly's legit situation is still fea- 
tured by the cut-raters. Broad and 
Erlanger continue to do. strong 
trade by use of pit system of half- 
pricing a section of unreserved seats 
and also with 40% tax passes. Even 
terrible weather hasn’t been able to 
hamper these houses. Some nights 
the demand for half-price tickets at 
7:30, when they go on sale, has been 
so strong that those presenting 40% 
tax-passes have been turned away. 

Broad’s show last week and this is 
‘Goodby Again,’ with Conrad Nagel, 
and he’s getting plenty of draw on 
his own. With Forum guaranteeing 
the house Wednesday and Thursday 
nights, last week's gross was $8,000 
even with the cheap scale. Erlan- 
ger had ‘Auviumn Crocus,’ moved up 














ting on all eylinders. This week 
Erlanger has ‘Three and One.’ 
Garrick relights this week with 
the Coburns’ revival of ‘The Yellow 
Ticket,’ billed as produced by Clay- 
ton Hamilton. It’s in for two weeks 
with a $2 top and under the auspices 
of the Art Alliance, for whatever 
that’s worth. No cut-rating or 
wholesale papering will be done. 
Shuberts are out of the picture 


|} seasonal 


,day and Saturday. 
last week was cut to two shows, 


Weather Nicks B'way Again: Saints’ 


Building to Good $15,000; ‘Die’ 86 





Second heavy snowfall early last 
week did all the damage to legit} 
box offices that was indicated. Low- | 


est grosses of the winter by nearly 


j}all the leaders was the result, the! 


, ; 
drop being heavier than the usual 
slide following Washing- 


ton’s Birthday and the start of 
Lent. 

Drops of $5,000 and even more 
were recorded, sparse attendance 


mostly noted during the first three 
days. Weather moderated later and 
the thaw cleared the streets. Satur- 
day business pulled a come-back| 
with capacity registered by most of 
the hits. Monday (5) it was spring- 
like and box offices reported lively 
tirade. 

Perhaps the weather alone pre- 
vented capacity for ‘Dodsworth,’ 
Which is definitely tabbed as a hit. | 
It got $19,000 for the first full week 
at the Shubert, with sell-outs Fri- 
Premiere card 


both flops. ‘Ragged Army’ staggered 
into the Selwyn Monday (26) at the 
end of the blizzard and was taken 
otf the next night. ‘When in Rome’ 
drew a heavy panning after debut- 
ing at the 49th Street, stands little 
chance. 

There were two exceptions last 
week to the general decline, ‘As 
Thousands Cheer’ being affected 
only in the number of standees and 
‘Four Saints in Three Acts’ going 
upward against the trend. With a 
gross of $15,000 the show, announced 
for two weeks, is now indefinite at 
the 44th Street. ‘They Shall Not 
Die,’ the Guild's propaganda play at 
the Royale, got $8,000 for its first 
full week. It is attracting atten- 
tion and strong balcony support. 


‘Yellow Jack’ was postponed and 
opens at the Beck tonight (6). ‘The 
Green Bay Tree’ will call it a date 
at the Cort this Saturday. Due in 
next week are ‘Fresh Faces’ Vander- 
bilt; ‘The Pure in Heart,’ Longacre; 
‘Gentlewoman,’ Cort, and probably 
‘Beloved Rival,’ house to be chosen. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Ah Wilderness,’ Guild (234 
week) (CD-914-$3.30). Figures low- 
est for engagement last week be- 
cause of second heavy snow; topped 


mated $8,000; lead players on 
centage and profit earned. 

‘Mary of Scotland,’ Alvin (15th 
week) (D-1,387-$3.30). Affected by 
blizzard early last week, but came 
back and approximated $20,000; 
best among drama grosses. 

‘Men in White,’ Broadhurst (24th 
week) (D-1,118-$2.75). Dramatic 
standout took it on chin with others 
last week, but turned profit at 
around $11,000. 

‘Murder at the Vanities,’ Majestic 
(26th week) (R-1,776-$3.30). Claimed 
to bettering even break and aimed 
for Easter; estimated around $8,000 
last week. 

‘No More —wadies,’ Morosco (7th 
week) (C-961-$2.75). Drawing ex- 
cellent business, with class audi- 
ences predominating; grosses 
around $14,000. 

‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ Avon (22d 
week) (C-830-$2.75). Parties last 
week made up for slack, and the 
zross of $5,500 was satisfactory: in- 
definite. 

‘Ragged Army,’ Selwyn. With- 
drawn after second night; opened 
Monday last week and panned. 


pere- 


‘Roberta,’ New Amsterdam (16th 
week) (M-1,717-$3.30). Among 


Broadway's winner; weather ac- 
counted for drop last week to about 
$23,000; should finish out season. 

‘Richard of Bordeaux,’ Empire 
(4th week) (D-1,975-$3.30). Doubt- 
ful of sticking after last week's drop 
to $8,000; parties will help this 
week, however. 

‘Sailor, Beware,’ Lyceum (24th 
week) (C-923-$3.30). Suipped to 
about $9,000 last week, lowest gross 
to date but still profitable. 

‘She Loves Me Not,’ 46th St. (24th 
week) (C-1,413-$3.30). Lowest gross 
since starting; slipped about $5,000 
for a total of $15,000; should re- 
cover. : 

‘Sing and Whistle,’ Fulton (4th 
week) (C-913-$2.75). Supported by 
cut rates; four person cast show 
operates at small money; $2,500 es- 
timated. 

‘The Shining Hour,’ Booth (4th 
week) (D-708-$3.30). Importation 
holding to strong trade this far and 
should stick into gpring; approx- 
imately $11,000. 

‘The Wind and the Rain,’ Ritz (6th 
week) (D-918-$3.30). Not much 
money but some profit at approx- 
imately $5,000; supported by cut 





$10,000 and should come back. 





until the 19th, when both the For- 
rest and the Chestnut reopen, for- 
mer with ‘Annina,’ operetta with 
Friml music and starring Jeritza, 
and latter with ‘Races,’ new Guild 
piece. 

Other bookings include “The Dark 
Tower,’ with Jessie Royce Landis, at 
the Broad next week and ‘Wife In- 
surance,’ at the Erlanger, on the 
19th. ‘Easy Pickin’s,’ this vear's 
Mask and Wig show, will play at 
the Garrick, its usual house, and not 
the Chestnut, as first announced. 
Date is March 31. 


Engagements 


Queenie Smith, Leon 
‘Every Thursday.’ 

Lloyd Nolan, ‘Gentlewoman.’ 

Harvey Stephens, Clarence Der- 
went, ‘Races.’ 

Florence Edney, Clyde Franklin, 
‘Sweet Bells Jangled.’ 

Ara Gerald, ‘The Pure in Heart.’ 





Janney, 


Spring Byington, ‘No Questions 
Asked.’ 

Pierre Watkins, ‘Too Much 
Party.’ 

Robert Emmett Keane, ‘Olivia 


Bows to Mrs. Grundy.’ 

Maria Jeritza, Allan Jones, An- 
drew Tombes, Louise Mele, Manart 
Kippen, Harry Mestayer, Jack Good, 
Robert Lee Allen, Henry Rabke. 
Jules Epailly, Nathaniel Wagener, 
Elizabeth Crandall and Raymond 
O’Brien, ‘Annina.’ 

James Kirkwood, Francesca Brun- 
Albert Van Dekker, Ben 


Starkie, Virginia Curly, John Hen- 


‘All the King’s Horses,’ Imperial 
(6th week) (M-1,468-$3.30). Mod- 
erately paced musical making some 
coin; off with the field last week, 
with the takings around $10,000. 

‘As Thousands Cheer,’ Music Box 
(23a week) (R-1,000-$4.40). Only 
show that was capacity all last 
week; standees even on_ storm 
nights; $26,500. 

‘Big Hearted Herbert,’ Biltmore | 
(10th week) (C-991-$2.75). Par- 
ties helping, and looks set well into 
spring; last week estimated around 
$6,000. 

‘Broomsticks, Amen,’ Little (5th 
week) (D-534-$2.75). The ‘Amen’ 
part of title being dropped; little 
coin; last week rated at $2,000. 

‘Dodsworth,’ Shubert (2d week) 
(CD-1,387-$3.30). Looks definitely 
like new hit; grossed $19,000 first 
full week, despite blizzard. 

‘Follies,’ Winter Garden 
week) (R-1,493-$4.40). 
ads calling attention to reduced 
matinee prices; revue still leads list 
as grosser; $30,000 estimated. 

‘Four Saints in 3 Acts,’ 44th St. 
(3d week) (O-1,323-$3.30). Engage- 
ment extended and may be indefi- 
nite; hearty jump, considering | 
weather, gross going to around 
$15,000. 

‘Green Bay Tree,’ Cort (21st week) 
(CD-1,024-$3.30). Final week: busi- 
ness dropped to around $5,000; not 


(10th 


enough; engagement moderately | 
successful. 
‘Her Master’s Voice,’ Plymouth 


Extra space ; 


rates. 

‘They Shall Not Die,’ Royale (34 
week) (D-900-$3.30). Balcony draw- 
jing radicals; business spotty but 
supported by subscriptions (Guild), 
with last week’s gross around $8,000. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ 48th St. (14th 
week) (D-969-$3.30). Grosses some- 
what under-estimated recently with 
takings topping $8,000 and actual 
figure week before last quoted at 
$8,627; plenty for this show. 

*Too Much Party,’ Masque (ist 
week) (C-789-$3.30). Presented in- 
dependently; written by Hiram 
Sherman; first tried in little theatre 
at Sutton place; opened Monday 
(5). 

‘When in Rome,’ 49th St. (2d 
week) (C-710-$2.75). Drew general 
panning and doubtful of continuing. 

‘Yellow Jack,’ Martin Beck (ist 
week) (D-1,214-$2.75). Premiere 
postponed from last week after sev- 
eral private performances; opens 
tonight (6). 
Other Attractions 

‘Peace on Earth,’ Civic Rep the- 
atre (14th Street); final two weeks 
announced for anti-war drama. 

Ballet Russe, St. James; repeat 
date starts Friday (2) with pre- 
miere of ‘3 Cornered Hat.’ 


Dayton’s One and Only 
Legit, ‘Pastures,’ Okay 


Dayton, March 5. 
“Green Pastures” played three 








| performances to standing room only 


here, 





(20th week) (C-1,042-$3.30). Has 
been easing off; last week approxi- 


It was and will be the season’s 
only legitimate attraction in Dayton, 








Leota Diesel, ‘The House 


Lucky if|of Remsen’ (complete cast). 


Harry Tighe for Andrew Tombes 
‘All the King’s Horses’ 

Andrew Tombes, ‘Annina.’ 

Hans Hansen for Jules Epailly. 
‘Broomsticks, Amen.’ 

Dorothy Hall, James Bell, Tom 
Powers, Ara Gerald, Harold Ver- 
milyea, Frances Langford, Joaquin 
Souther, Owen Martin, Janet Young 
Scott Moore, Larry Bolton, Zelmi: 


Tiden, Charles C. Leatherbee, Jose}: 


Allenton, C. H. Davis, Charles 8. 
Howard and Peter Donald, Jr., ‘Pure , 
in Heart’ (complete cast). { 


Future Plays 


"The Great Romancer,’ drama 
about elder Dumas by Jules Eckert 
Goodman, will be done this spring | 
by Arthur Lubin. | 

‘Every Thursday’ by Doty Ho- | 
bart, will eome to Broadway after | 
a Jackson Heights opening. 
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ie Among the Wears: 


By The Skirt 





Best Dressed Woman of the Week: 
MISS ENRICA 
(Enrica and Novello—State) 





Women at the State 
Honey Family is the name of the opening act at Loew’s State this 
‘ week. Three women and the same number of men. Men in white, 
women, in short pink skirts with bolero bodices edged with silver. The 
heads were covered with hoods of the same.color. Two girls with Harry 


Burns. One is in a blue satin dress and matching velvet three-quarter 
coat with a neckpiece of white fox. Slippers blue and hat white. The 
game dress is worn with a red sort of pajama top. And finally the whole 
gown is shown and has steel shoulder capes. The other miss was in a 
pink mulle with ruffles set in points in the skirt. A cape was ruffled to 
match and the hat and muff were of blue flowers. She showed a print 
ensemble and for no reason plays a uke with bare legs and an exag- 
gerated short tan outfit. 

Gloria Gray, with Hal Jerome, is wearing a white gown made with a 
diamond bertha which surrounds the low back. A long end of the ma- 
terial forms a sash at the back. Slippers are green as also is the ker- 
chief and costume jewelry. Enrica, of Enrica and Novella, does her 
dancing in two exquisite gowns. The first is a shimmery pink material 
with a lot of silver in it. The full skirt had at the hem a thick edging 
of petals and the neck was outlined in a heavy jeweled band. The 
sleeves were tiny puffs. The second dress was of chartruese satin fitting 
the figure closely. The full skirt was gored in many places to give it 
fullness. The top had long sleeves slashed on the shoulders and several 
places at the back. A necklace of gold beads held the bodice together at 
the throat. Silver sandals were worn and the red hair of this miss was 
in a coronet braid. ‘Nana’ is the picture. 

One thing about the State, if the show doesn’t please, stop in the lobby 
with the blue and red macaw an” ~““tch its stunts. 


A Good Picture 


‘Wonder Bar’ is without doubt Al Jolson’s best picture. But it isn’t 
the story, despite that Mr. Jolson had such faith in it he bought it for 
pictures. It turns out a swell job by all concerned. 


Busby Berkley did the numbers and although there were but two, these 
are marked for their novelty and beauty. Dolores Del Rio does a waltz 
number in a white gown smothered in feathers and when the chorus 
comes on it is an inspiring sight. The girls, and there must be 100 of 
them, are in white skirts with black bodices edged with black poppies. 
There is a man for every girl and they are in white trousers with mess 
jackets and satin belts. From out of nowhere come white columns and 
with mirrors at the rear it looks for all the world like thousands of 
dancing couples. Another huge effect with the mirror background was a 
Negro number with Mr. Jolson wandering through a ‘Green Pastures’ 
heaven. 


Kay Francis wears but one outfit. Gown was of white beads in a 
striped design. But it was the cloak that caught the eye, It was three- 
quarter in length and hung from the shoulders and lined in black. The 
odd collar effect of black with buttons was new and startling. Miss Del 
Rio is seen first in a negligee of white made with no back. Two sequin 
gowns, one silver, the other black, were worn with the silver one having 
a plain silver coat and wide sable cuffs. Another gown was white with 
a wide collar with heavy cordings. Fifi Dorsay was in black satin with 
sequin bandings at the neck and Louise Fazenda was also in black with 
jet heads trimming the gown and evening wrap. 





Durante Gets a Break 


Hollywood has at last given Jimmy Durante a break. 
is the Jimmy as Broadway knew him. 

Marjorie Rambeau, as a burlesque queen, does a fine job. Backstage 
she is seen in a black princess gown and large picture hat trimmed with 
white feathers. Twenty years later finds Miss Rambeau not one day 
older and more charming in an ensemble of dotted silk. A tweed suit 
is followed by several dark dresses combined for the most part with 
white. Lupe Velez is just Lupe. As an éntertainer in a night club her 
first gown was black taffeta cut with low V both back and front. Cos- 
tume jewelry of huge beads hung round the neck and a few of the brace- 
lets looked real. A white gown had an unusual fringe trimming. The 
low bodice was edged heavily with fringe with an end hanging from one 
side. Summer ermine was the fur of an evening wrap and two suits 
were smothered in sables. A simple black frock had a tie of ermine. 

Thelma Todd, in for a short scene, was in a dark evening frock 
trimmed with crystal beads. Mary Carlyle, as a country miss, dresses 
unimportantly. 





Plain Dressing 


‘The Shining Hour’, at the Booth, brings to America Gladys Cooper 
for the first time. Miss Cooper is one of the best dressed women of the 
English stage, but she has little chance to dress well in this play. Locale 
is a farm in Yorkshire, so the,clothes are of the simplest type. 

Miss Cooper appears first. in a plain little frock of a brownish hue with 
no sleeves and a leather belt. She soon changes to a print crepe of pink 
with a little blue in it. The dress is of a graceful cut with full sleeves. 
Tan jochpurs with a blue blouse are followed by a white dress. The 
last act finds Miss Cooper in.a black; white and red print. 

Adrianne Allen wears a brown linen frock with white collar and cuffs 
and a short jacket of the same material. Her one other dress of natural 
linen is made plain but for a pleated hem. i 

No English play is complete without a spinster type and this one is no 
exception. .Marjorie Fielding has the sharp tongue and the only comedy 
in this grim script. Miss Fielding wears two knitted frocks. 





Palace’s Repeat Gown - 


The Wing Wah Troupé open the show at the Palace, all in mauve cos- 
tumes with heavy embroidery. J. Fred Coots has Olive Sibley with him 
again, and this time Miss Sibley is showing two changes of costume. 
The white gown and coat trimmed with mink is the same as worn at the 
Paramount only last week. The other change is a black crepe made 
long and plain but for a lace yoke held at the throat with a diamond 
clip. 

Chas. Timblin has a plump woman with him in a grotesque makeup. 
She is a colored bride in coral velvet with mauve trimmings. Some of 
Jack Sidney’s samples are Birdie Dean doing a contortion number in 
diamond studded trunks and brassiere. Being all but nude during the 
act, for some reason Miss Dean dons a chiffon wrap for her bow. 

The Stewart Sisters with Mr. Sidney are smartly dressed, all but the 
shoes. Their black crepe dresses are made with moire yoke and sleeves 
and a white ruffle at the throat. The shoes are oxfords of suede. Ina 
cafe scene Miss Dean wore a white chiffon frock with feather trimming 
and a small girl, evidently a midget, was in a very short frock trimmed in 
plaid. 





‘Bolero’ Again 


Radio City Music Hall can be proud of its stage show this week de- 
spite that it’s doing Bolero for the third time. Huge stage is in dark- 


In ‘Palooka’ he 


TO THE LADIES 





Did You Know That— 





Jeane Greene has a_e six 
weeks’ old son....there’s talk 
of teaming Nancy Welford and 
John Hundley for vaudeville 
....WVictor Moore’s wife is re- 
covering from aé serious ill- 
ness....that was Lottie Pick- 
ford buying hats at Rose Sap- 
hire’s the other day....Stanley 
Pascal has flown to San Fran- 
cisco on business....Katharine 
Cornell uses two pairs of 
sculptured reproductions of 
her hands to hold back draper- 


ies in her boudoir....Lily Pons 
has had her hands ‘done’ too 
....the brother of Horace 


Brahm docks this week with 
his English bride....the Artie 
Stebbins are going to live in 
California....one of the well 
known feminine writers has 
gone craaaazy over Rudy 
Vallee....Ruben Mamoulien 
lunched at Sardi’s last week, 
and Arthur Lake and Blossom 
MacDonald....Ray Perkins 
can’t take it any more in the 
country and is moving to town 
this week....Herb Cruick- 
shank is losing two peunds a 
day....Florence Rted main- 
tains that she didn’t refuse to 
meet Mary Pickford....Phylis 
Haver and Billy Seeman had a 
party Monday night....that 
must have been a stunning 
Florodora Sextette in that 
Palm Beach Charity show in- 
cluding Norma Talmadge, 
Ruby De Remer, Mollie King 
and Dorothy Dalton....Hattie 
Carnegie lunched at LaRue 
the other day, as did Lois Long 
and Grace Menken....Bob 
Ritchie sails Wednesday.... 
you can have your picture 
sketched any afternoon, at the 
Barclay, during the cocktail 
hour....Ginger Rogers and 
Lew Ayers study astrology to- 
gether....the Bugs Baers sail 
for Bermuda, at least Mrs. 
Baer wants to go and Bugs 
says ‘No’—what do you think? 
....Monte Brice has gone to 
Hollywood to finish that script 
....the Saxon Sisters have had 
their nases'. bobbed....the 
autograph hounds were thrilled 
at Irene Rich attending ‘Her 
Master’s Voice’ the other night 
....-Frances Arms joined the 
colony in Florida....they say 
they’ve discovered a new Bing 
at Gimbel’s....Rose Hobart 
has that Hepburn bob now.... 
Eddie Carewe’s in town....the 
Fulton Ourslers were here, too, 
for a few days last week.... 
they hissed the ‘Marsailles’ at 
Loew’s 83rd Street the other 
night, and have you heard 
this house go after a picture? 


Question Col. 


’s Importance 





(Continued from page 4) 
records have been introduced to 
show what other film executives in 
the industry were receiving by com- 
parison. The weekly salary list, as 
recorded by the defense, is: 

Irving Thalberg (in 1932), approx- 
imately $10,000. 

Winnie Sheehan, over $4,000. 

Howard Hawkes, $3,000. 

Adolph Zukor, $3,000. 

Columbia weekly salaries are 
listed as follows, with no year men- 
tioned: 

Samuel Briskin 
manager), $1,700. 

Frank Capra, $3,000. 

Joe Swerling, $1,500. 

Jack Holt, $1,700. 

Plaintiff's suit is aimed to compel 
the named defendants to account to 
the company for salaries received 
allegedly in excess of fair and rea- 
sonable compensation for services. 

According to the complaint Co- 
lumbia was originally organized in 
1924 with 2,500 common _ shares 
without par value. In March, 1929, 
the corporate charter was amended 
to increase the capitalization stock 
to 25,000 shares of convertible pref- 
erence stock without par value and 
300,000 shares of eommon stock 
without par value. 

Around these stock transactions 
hinge the charges made by Mrs. 
Cohen. Complaint infers that with 
this new stock deal Columbia aimed 
to branch into major circles, hence 
the question on how important is 
Columbia in the motion picture in- 
dustry. 


(general studio 


Options 

According to the terms of issu- 
ance of the preference stock, it is 
stated in Mrs. Cohen’s suit, such 
stock was entitled to cumulative 
dividends at the rate of $3 annually 
convertible into common. stock, 
share per share, until and including 
March 1, 1934. In the event of the 
company’s liquidation, it is cited 
that the stock is redeemable by the 
company on 60 days’ notice at $47.50 
plus accrued and unpaid dividends. 


, It is further stated in the complaint 


that on Dec. 24, 1932, there was is- 
sued and outstanding 18,071 shares 
of preference stock, of which 340 
shares is treasury stock and 170,833 














MARRIAGES 


Bernice Curland to Nat Goldstone, 
agent on the west coast, at Los An- 
geles, March 2. 

Grace Jarco to Attorney Dan Ros- 
enblatt, Jan. 19. Bride is daughter 
of Dr. Julius Jarco, Groom is mem- 


ber of the firm of Hirsh, Newman, 
Reass and Becker, coungel for Wil- 
liam Fox. 

Jules Albertis, orchestra leader at 
Luigi’s, and Jerry Joyce, last in 
‘Take a Chance,’ March 8. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Gene Markey (Joan 
Bennett), daughter, Feb. 27, at 
Good Samaritan in Los Angeles. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bob Fellows, daugh* 
ter, in Los Angeles, March 2. Fel- 
lows is unit mgr. at Warners at 
Burbank, Cal. 

Mr. and Mrs, Herbert Moulton, 
daughter, Feb. 28 in Hollywood. 
Father is in the Paramount studio 
advertising department. 


shares of common, of which 1,474 is 
treasury stock. 

Jack Cohn, Harry Cohn and Joc 
Brandt are alleged to have received 
in 1929 for their original 2,500 
shares of Columbia common, 100,000 
shares of the new common and an 
option to buy up 25,000 additional 
common at $31 per share until 
March 1 of this year. Also, that 
since 1929, and allegedly unknown 
to stockholders, additional options 
to unknown individuals have been 
granted, so that the total stock now 
subject to option is 42,618 shares. 

Shortly after the deal for ex- 
change of stock was agreed upon 
with the trio, which stock deal was 
underwritten by the banking firm of 
Goddard & Co., it is claimed there 
was a public offering in the spring 
of 1929 of the full 25,000 shares of 
preference stock at $42.50 and 30,000 
shares of the new common. These 
30,000 shares of the new. common 
are contended to have been part of 
the 100,000 shares received by the 
trio. The preferred stock is stated 
to have realized $1,062,500 and the 
common $930,000. The net proceeds 
to the company is given in the com- 
plaint as $750,000, whereas the three 
defendants realized net proceeds 
from the 30,000 shares of $525,00Q. 
The Goddard firm got $312,500 and 
$405,000, respectively, in expenses 
and profits from the deal, according 
to the case records. 

About April, 1930, it is further 
complained, another public offering 
of stock was made in conjunction 
with a common voting trust agree- 
ment to continue from that date for 
10 years, and under which the de- 





fendants were constituted as the 





of the theatre are 50 drums with a 


blue bows. 
with blue bows. 





ness when in one spot appears a girl in black satin bordered in red. She 


always, the well poised actress, 


is joined by a man and out of the darkness come groups of girls in red 


full skirted dresses with gold sleeves. 
back drop turns and a silver screen is revealed and on both side runways 


As the lights come up the black 


man at each one. The clicking of 


the girls’ heels and the beating of the drums is exciting. 

A number called ‘A Stitch in Time’ is a delight for the women, Before 
a sampler drop is a huge sewing basket. 
lining of navy blue tufting. The girls in the basket represent skeins of 
yarn, orange in color and tape measures of silver and red. 
pin cushions of mauve satin stand at each side. 
skirts stencilled in black with coral bodices, with coral slippers tied with 
The color combination is lovely. 
Three girls were scissors in ‘black and silver. 
pertaining to the workbasket was forgotten. 

The picture is ‘David Harum’, with Will Rogers, and slow but nice 
Beautiful Evelyn Venable is less stilted in this film than heretofure. Her 


Upon opening it reveals a 


Two doll 
The chorus is in white 


Poke bonnets were tied 
Nothing 


clothes of the ’90’s were most becoming, but she looked best in a side 
saddle riding habit and stovepipe hat. An evening gown well of the 
shoulders revealed lovely neck and shouiders. Louise Dresser is, as} 


There were 50,000 
shares of common issued to the 
trustees, who thereupon caused a 
public offering of voting trust cer- 
tificates to be made for the com- 
pany’s account at $42.50 per share, 
or a total of $2,125,000. The com- 
pany is stated to have received 
$1,600,000 from this deal. 

The complaint then alleges that 
the voting trust represents only a 
minority of the outstanding stock, 
or around 70,000 shares, as com- 
pared with over 80,000 in outside 
hands. 


voting trustees. 


Plaintiff’s Questions 


Among the things which Mrs. 
Cohen seeks to find out from the 
company and the defendants are: 


(1) Amount received by the in- 
dividual defendants named in money 
and stock, or credited to them by 
corporate defendant for salaries, ex- 
penses and bonuses, or otherwise, 
from June, 1929, to date. 


(2) Contracts of the individual 
defendants relative to their com- 
pensation for services from Colum- 
bia. 


(3) Nature and extent of indiv- 
idual defendants’ control of the cor- 
poration from June, 1929, to date. 


(4) Publie offering of corporate 
defendants’ stock and voting certi- 
ficates thereof in 1929-30. 

(5) Terms and circumstances of 
Joe Brandt’s sale of his stockhold- 
ings to the other individual de- 
fendants. 

(6) Columbia's relative size and 
importance in the picture business. 

(7) Position occupied by the 
defendants in the corporation since 
June, 1929. 

(8) Dividends paid by the cor- 
poration since June, 1929. 

(9) Earnings and operating ex- 
pense of the corporation since its 
organization. 

(10) Items included under ‘gen« 
eral administrative expenses’ in the 
company’s operating statements 
from June, 1929, to date. 

(11) Surplus accounts of the 
company and additions or deduc- 
tions therefrom since June, 1929. 

Under the court’s orders the come 
pany and defendants must produce 
relevant books pertaining to these 
matters, since 1929. Victor House, 
of the firm of House, Holthusen 
and McCloskey, is counsel for the 
plaintiff stockholder and Nathan 
Burban is representing the defense, 





Cochran’s 6 Plays 





(Continued from page 1) 


presenting ‘Conversation Piece’ in 
New York. 

Most important of Cochran’s im- 
portations will be Elisabeth Berg- 
ner. This is not likely to happen 
before early next year, nor is it 
quite certain whether Bergner will 
make her American debut in ‘Es- 
cape Me Never’ or a different play 
will be found for her. 

Fifth play Cochran intends to 
stage in New York is just being 
written by Romney Brent and Cole 
Porter, and is, of course, entirely 
dependent on its London success. 

All these shows will be done by 
Cochran on behalf of the Cochran 
Corporation, Ltd., and in associa- 
tion with Theatre Investments, Ltd., 
a subsidiary company of Associated 
Theatre Properties. Head of the 
latter concern is Sir Harold Wern- 
her, millionaire, which means that 
Cochran has unlimited backing. But 
despite this he is likely to be asso- 
ciated in New York with Arch Sel- 
wyn for friendly and. sentimental 
reasons. 

Only difficulty of the project is 
that Cochran’s backers insist he 
should be in New York when these 
shows are being produced. As the 
London season falls more or less 
around the same period this is not 
going to be easy. 

Ever since the Cochran Corpora- 
tion, Ltd. was formed, two years 
ago, it has made a profit on every 
show it has produced, 

Cochran may be one of the oldest 
and shrewdest of showmen in the 
world, but he feels he is not too 
old, nor too big, to learn new tricks. 
One of these is to take a show off 
when it is making money. Milking 
shows has proved an expensive ex- 
periment for him in the past, with 
the lean weeks more than eating up 
the fat ones. He feels, with so 
many attractions coming into the 
West-End, including big films, the 
life of a show with a big overhead 
is now limited to 20 weeks in Lon- 
don unless a Bergner or ‘Cavalcade’ 
comes along once in a decade. That 
is why his recent shows have not 
had long runs, but have consistently 
played to profit. 
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Broadway 


Will Hays and wife in Miami. 


Billy Selwyn, Arch’s son, agent- 
ing. 

Roy Knorr is in Florida for two 
weeks. 


Milton Raison back to Hollywood, 
writing on train. 
Max Gordon doing 
Lenox Hill hospital. 
Howard G. Cullman, receiver of 
the Roxy, to Florida Saturday (3). 
Herschel Stuart back in town 
after Texas visit with his family. 
Jimmy Kemper and Herman Hup- 


okay at the 


feld have become literary collabo- 
rators. 

Ben Blue, the missus and six 
stooges off to do an act in London 
town. 

An icicle dropped on Col. Tom 


(P.) Waller's dome, puncturing his 


London 





Bert Howell in town. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., latest ‘flu 
victim, 

Duke and Duchess of York at the 
3Jergner show. 

Three Admirals clicking with their 
first broadcast. 

Natalie Hall tested by British & 
Dominion Silms. 

Morton Selten to do another for 
Gaumont-British. 

Pearl Osgood and Guny Middleton 
almost inseparable. 


Swedish State Railway publiciz- 





iron hat. 

Jack Barry 
chiseling. Docs 
bone in his nose. 

Richard Addinsell, who co-au- 
thored ‘Come of Age’ with Clemence 
Dane, to London. 

Nate (Col.) Spingold still in Ber- 
muda after a month and no word as. 
to when coming back. 

Jay Emanuel back from the coast 
and getting over from Philly when- 
ever his wife lets him. 

Mrs. Harry Gribben, who was 
-May Emory of the ‘Follies,’ recov- 
ering from pneumonia. 

Raccoon coat owned by Arthur 
Lennon, ticket spec, buried with due 
ceremonies at Ralph's place. 

Sam Shayon was fingerprinted 
when applying for a renewal of 
F. & M.’s booking office license. 

Hortense McInerney went on the 
air as Jean Westley Monday (5) on 
WEAF's 2 o'clock program to carol 
songs 

Larry Cowen flits between the 
Brooklyn Fox and the Harlem 
Apollo in the interests of Sydney 
Cohen. 

Huey Long said he didn’t have 
any bodyguards when in New York 
last week to debate with Norman 
Thomas. 

Karper & Burnstein, p.a.’s, ex- 
panding by adding an orch manage- 

ment department with Harry Ger- 
sten in charge. 

Florence Green, niece of that 
Morris who sometimes produces le- 
git pieces, joined the Ingenues, 
femme vaude band. 

Finley Peter Dunne, jr., joined 
Par writing staff to work on orig- 
inal story under the _ production 
wing of Bayard Veiller. 

Ideal, on Eighth avenue, last week 
offered ‘Dinner at Eight,’ a western, 
a cartoon and newsreel for a dime. 
Almost a three-hour show, 

Dan Rosenblatt and Mrs. Rosen- 
blatt, the former Grace Jarco, have 
returned from a honeymoon to the 
Coast. Couple wed Jan. 19. 

‘Tall Tales,’ by Director Tay 
Garnett, along with one of Claude 
Binyon’'s efforts, are selling in a 
Broadway book shop for 29c. 

It’s so lonesome on the crack 
Chief to and from the coast that 
the picture bunch now takes the 
Sunset Ltd. More people on it. 

Moe Wax and Ronald Bank pick- 
ing up stories which studios appear 
to have overlooked. Will try to sell 
in treatment and scenario form, 

Corps of handsome young men is 
accommodating those women whose 
escorts don’t dance at the Casino de 
Paree. ‘Just a Gigolo’ is their theme 
song. 

Lynn Farnol and the missus got 
away Wednesday (28) on the Man- 
hattan for a trip abroad that’s for 
as long as the money holds out, 
says Lynn. 

Ruth Le Beau’s candy business, 
with dough in four figures already 
invested, is getting to be a big 
thing for the former theatre opera- 
tor and film buyer. 

Luncheon for the benefit of the 
Actors’ Dinner Club will be given 
under the auspices of the Drama 
Study Club at the Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria on Friday, March 9. 

Freddie Rich did a short for War- 
ners last week entitled ‘Mirrors,’ 
and Jack Robbins accepted a new 
song as yet unwritten on the 
strength of its title, ‘American Cav- 
aleade.’ 

After the current week at the 
Earle, Philly, Sophie Tucker goes 
into the Earle, Washington, Friday 
(9), for a week, meanwhile post- 
poning her two picture engagements 
on the Coast until returning from 
abroad this spring. 


Detroit 


By Lee Elman 


getting over his! 


shaved a crooked 





Bill Parent in town. 

Luigi’s re-opened and doing okay. 

Cliff Bell getting away from it all 
in Florida. 

Maxie Silk using a black and 
white floor show at the Club Maxine. 

Joe Bouchon taking charge of the 
Commodore Club while the boss is 
away. 

Sam Jack Kaufman was given a 
party by the Fox musicians last 
week. 

Doc Hepburn says he is going 
through with it this summer and 
get -married. 

Bob Chester, in his fifth month at 
the exclusive D. A. C., has moved 


| a new show for the fall. 


ing the Garbo picture. 
Leslie Henson already figuring on 


‘Queen of Hearts,’ Lyceum panto- 
mime, finishing March 10. 

Screen Golfing Society having its 
annual do at the Kit-Cat. 
Al Truell leaving England at 
suggestion of Home Office. 
George Black off on a Mediter- 
ranean cruise for a month. 

Doris ‘tinkeisen thrown off a 
horse and hurt internally. 

Phyllis Stanley, of the Cossack 
club, throwing a swell party. 





John Johnson, leading orchestra 
at Prince of Wales’ theatre, was 
formerly at Empire and Plaza. 

John Southern has added the 
Lewisham Hippodrome, part of the 
Loughboro Trust, to his circuit. 

Esther Grant, daughter of Mar- 
garet Cochran (Lady Grant) trying 
to crash into show business. 

Jackie Marcon, one of ‘Cochran’s 
Young Ladies,’ in a motor smash; 
Nancy Barnett, another, unhurt. 

Kafka, Stanley and Mae consid- 
ering offer from Australia, but try- 
ing to figure out the income tax. 

Carl Randall and Barbara New- 
berry to stage new Cochran Troc- 
adero cabaret, due early in April. 

Manchester Hippodrome reviving 
old water spectacles, with Powers’ 
Elephants as one of the attractions. 

Eric Dance, son of Sir George 
Dance, deceased theatrical manager, 
forsaking legal profession for stage. 
London Daily Mirror placarding 


write-up on Garbo picture. Never 
been done before by any London 
daily. 

Gaumont-British Newsreel has 


jumped from 580 to 1,200 weekly re- 
leases since Jeffrey Bernerd took 
charge. 

General Theatres building a unit 





Sibyl Bowhan getting congratula- 





tory letter from Cyril Maude. 


son romance definitely busted. 
Surplus of acrobatic acts outside 
the queues of London theatres. 
‘Whispering Cup’ is name of 
Greyhound owned by Roy Fox. 
Cicely Courtneidge to stay at Vic- 
toria Palace another four weeks. 
Glenn Ellyn over from Paris for a 
couple days to see her mother. 
Joe Porter turning down leading 
comedian offer for Revudeville. 
Iris Kirkwhite running her own 
dance school with sister Eylvia. 
Cole Porter just hit town and 
amazed ‘Nymph Errant’ has bowed 
out, “ 
Couple more ‘Chu Chin Chows'’ 
and Berman, the costumier, will re- 
tire. 
Cynthia Foley, Dorothy Stone’s 
buddy, finding it difficult to connect 
here. 
Gertie Lawrence’s daughter sud- 
denly operated upon for appendi- 


citis. 


Charles K. Gordon busy trying to 
raise a bankroll to stage musical 
here. 

Talk of Jack Connelly coming 
over to stage a big restaurant floor 
show. 

Kreisler commencing a month’s 
provincial tour of 30 towns in 
March. 

Bob Murphy selling a song to Ir- 
win Dash two days after landing in 
London. 

Charlie Doyle, manager for Par’s 
Carlton theatre, operated on for 


mastoid. 
Willie Edelsten fully recovered 
after 15 months in hospital on 
ether diet. 


Critics’ Circle celebrating its 21st 
birthday with a dinner at the Savoy 
March 18. 

Everybody looking for Michael 
Farmer, who is living quietly at the 
Dorchester. 

Jimmy Finlayson losing the lead 
in Drury Lane show because of pic- 
ture work. 

Ethel Barrymore visiting Rob- 
ert Newton’s Shilling Theatre down 
Fulham way. 

Glenn Ellyn socking a musician 
on the kisser in Rome for using 
hot language. 

Emlyn Williams’ ‘Spring 1600’ 
closed fortnight’s run at the Shafes- 
bury Feb. 17. 

Engagement 
Mimi Crawford, dancer, 
Earl of Suffolk. 

Elisabeth Allen’s option taken up 
by Metro, with star due here for a 
month's vacation. 

Kern-Hammerstein 
show, ‘Three _ Sisters,’ 
rehearsal ‘Feb. 26. 

Muriel Lee due here 
March to work on the 
Druten new play. 

Charles B. Cochran chasing auto- 
graph hunters away from Adelphi 
theatre stage-door. 

George Barrett, 


announced between 
and the 


Lane 
into 


Drury 
going 


early in 
John Van 


head of Amer- 


Anglo, being feasted by Arthur 
Dent at the Savoy. 

Frank 3arnett, Jarek Hylton’s 
private secretary, recuperating 


from serious illness, 


‘Nymph Errant’ wardrobe being 
sold by auction, with swell shoes 
going at two bucks. 

Sally Bates definitely in ‘Good 
Bye, Again,’ for the new Steele- 


Foster-Lynne combo. 

Clayton-Hutton, formerly with 
Gaumont-British, new exploitation 
manager Columbia. 

Tristan Rawson to take place of 
late Cronin Wilson in ‘Escape Me 
Never,’ Bergner show. 7 

Sam Hardy writing about the 
good times he had in England, de- 
spite fogs an’ everything. 

Marian Marsh guest of honor at 





to the club. Chaney and Fox filling 
in four days at the same spot. 


Ladies’ Night of Film Trade Ma- 
sonic Order Lodge Anima. 

Arthur Dent addressing Na- 
tional Council of Women on ‘Film 
Production and Distribution.’ 

David Burns doing a_ burn-up 
when offered 20 per to play a lead 
in ‘tryout prior to West End.’ 


Jack Donohue and Kathleen Gib-! 


around Vic Oliver and Margot 
Crangle, and want him to stay 30 
weeks. 


Hope & Palmer are next to stage 
show at Prince of Wales’ theatre, 
with Mae Wynn Foursome and Zella 
in cast. 
Tomson brothers’ tentative title 
for their revue is ‘Why Not To- 
night?’ with Buddy Bradley staging 
the dances. 
‘The Quitter,’ tried out at the Em- 
bassy theatre, coming into Shaftes- 
bury March 5. Ben Welden playing 
one of leads. 
Julius Hagen, head of Twicken- 
ham Films, seeing Austin Trevor 
in ‘Nymph Errant’ with a film 
scenario in mind. 
Gitta Alpar turned down by 
British International Pictures for 
‘Dubarry’ film lead after seeing her 
German film test. 
Edward Laurillard, now in New 
York, pursuing an English bank 
roll to stage ‘The Pursuit of Hap- 
piness’ in London. 
Regal, deluxer in Kingston, Lon- 
don suburb, charging 50 cents for 
admission to house, plus a dinner 
from soup to nuts. «- 
Same day that George Bernard 
Shaw claimed he was too old to 
make public speeches he joined the 
Anti-Noise League. 
Peggy Worth again threatening to 
produce several shows here, and in 
touch with Official Receiver about 
the Phoenix theatre. 
After trying everything, includ- 
ing highbrow Shakespeare, Sir Os- 
wald Stoll is back to vaudeville at 
the Chiswick Empire. 
Maurice Martenot, 
‘Martenot’ Musical Sound Waves 
instrument, flopping. A. E. Abra- 
hams has English rights. 
Elizabeth Bergner and husband, 
Dr. Paul Czinner, making certain of 
seeing Garbo at Metro’s Empire by 
booking seats a week in advance. 
Queen of Spain sees ‘Miss Fane’s 
Baby Is Stolen’ (Par) twice in one 
week at Plaza. First visit accom- 
panied by Duchess of Westminster. 
Leslie Henson throwing a re- 
union party on Strand _ theatre 
stage for the ‘Gaieties’ war concert 
party, of which he was a member. 


Mexico City 


By D. L. Grahame 


inventor of 








Mexico's first thoroughbred dog 
show a smash. 

Rain every afternoon; moist sea- 
son three months ahead of time. 

Philip Dunning, playwright-pro- 
ducer, with wife and daughter, vaca- 
tioning here. 

Government investigating Mexi- 
can mail order divorce biz conducted 
in the U.S.A, 

Latest kid prodigy is Mina Mina, 
three-year-old-girl, singer for a 
radio station, 

First line cinemas catering to 
American tourists by putting their 
lobby announcements in English as 
well as Spanish. 

Two femme juvenile court judges 
and two lady social workers plugged 
WB's ‘Wild Boys of the Road’, cur- 
rently at the Cine Palacio, by okay- 
ing it in a two-column newspaper 
interview. 

Suit for $1,400 back wages filed 
with federal board of conciliation 
and arbitration against revue com- 
pany playing Teatro Lirico here by 
Maruja Gomez, Spanish soubrette, 
imported, for the show. 

Several foreign players, booked in 
Los Angeles, including the Star 
Sisters, Frederick Kovert, Mira 
Kinch and Dener Kaukas, have 
joined a revue at the Teatro 
Polieteama here. Tiny Griffin also 
in the show. 

Recently formed bull fighters’ 
ui.ion in danger of going floppo. 
Several matadores no like organiza- 
tion’s regulations and have appealed 
to the federal board of conciliation 
and arbitration to aid them in 
founding another union, 





Madrid 





Allen Jeayes back to London, 

Elliott Paul at Ibiza in the Bale- 
arics readying a play. 

Camille Paul secretarying for 
Clifford Harmon of Harmon air tro- 
phies. 

German Jewish intellectuals 
trooping into Ibiza to make their 
new home. 

Hilda Moreno to Paris with hopes 
of landing in one of Doug Fair- 
banks’ next. 

Ramos de Castro writing yarn for 
the Marquis of Portago’s next pic. 
Also will be artistic director. 

Victor Varconi bound for London 
via Paris and Budapest. Negotiat- 
ing with Universal for working in a 
pic to be filmed there, 

Fox Movietone was host to presi- 
dent of Spain. minister of war and 
other prominents, giving a special 
showing of newsreel shots taken in 
Spain since the establishment of the 
republic three years ago. 

Willie Steiner, Fox Movietone 
soundman, scheduled to return to 
Paris. H. Hess, now with Charlie 
Herbert doing the Magic Carpets, 
will replace. Herbert and Hess now 
doing Barcelona, en route to Madrid. 

Press carrying on campaign to 
hike selling price from 10 centimes 
to 15. Claim Spanish papers are the 
lowest priced in the world. Also 
want the government to regulate the 
broadcasting of news so it won't 
hurt their sales. 


Shanghai 


Ceasar and Mimi getting nice re- 
sults at the Little club. 

Terry Dantzler finishes at Cani- 
drome and going back to U. S. A. 

De Ceciletos stepping oke in their 
present engagement at the Para- 
mount. 

Joe Farron hit a bulis eye in re- 
vival of his original dance ideas and 
prizes. 

Frank and Francesca Luiz, Ha- 
waiians, got to town on spec and 
caught on at the Cathay. 

Dick Hamilton entertaining man- 
agers from Tokyo, Saigon and 
Sourabaya, all at same time. 

Len Mantell still playing small 
towns in South China with combo 
road show, out about 3 months now. 

Manager Vong of Candidrome go- 
ing about with a smile as he figures 
present entertainment at his spot 
the best in many a moon. 

Bernard and Bailey return to 
town after engagement in Japan of 
4 weeks, and are at Cathay hotel 
until their Dutch East Indies dates 
are set. 

May Baird, of Baird, Thompson 
and Simmons, proved she had the 
trouper stuff when she went ‘on 
with the dance’ although a long 
sliver had nierced her abdomen, and 
she had to spend a week in a hos- 
pital. Said nothing about it to her 
partners, until the act was through. 
Mi = 

Mack Millar, 
tioning. 

Jesse Jones, RFC Chairman, at 
the Roney Plaza. 

Former mayor John F. Hylan and 
the missus resting. 

Mrs. Woodrow Wilson 
visitor at the races. 

Damon Runyon will build a win- 
ter home on the beach. 

Temperature broke all 
Washington's Birthday, 83. 

Eddie Cantor entertaining Mr. 
and Mrs. David Freedman. 

Bad weather the past week has 
driven many people north. 

Pat Fansler and Mozelle featured 
at Coral Gables Country Club. 

Biltmore hotel putting on an 
elaborate water sports Sundays. 

Homer Rodeheaver, song leader 
with Billy Sunday, in for concert. 

John Charles Thomas gave two 
concerts at Deauville Beach Casino. 

Miami Beach building permits are 
440% higher than this time a year 














press agent, vaca- 


a daily 


records 


ago. 

Tom Meighan and Bill Gaxton 
playing at the Beach and Tennis 
Club. 


Bruno, head waiter of the Casino 
Town Club, New York, performing 
at Deauville. 

Dwight Fiske, the feature this 
week at Hollywood Country Club, 
supplanting Sophie Tucker. 

Nassau now the popular week- 
end spot. Over night on the boat, 
six hours by plane and the Ameri- 
can dollar is accepted at par. 

Siboney Sextette, Cuban orchestra 
open at Roney Plaza. Others in- 
clude Olive O’Neill, Barry Devine, 
Loma Ruth and Connie Bee and 


June Knight. 

Joe Ramos, jai alai player, seri- 
ously injured in double match. 
Fractured skull when a_ pelota, 


hurled by a team mate, struck him 
in the back of the head. 

Georgie Jessel and Estelle Taylor 
opened the snooty Palm Island Club 
Others in the show include Tom 
Barry, Pasqualle and La Dorr and 


Paris 
By Bob Stern 


Bill Haines in town. 

Suzy Solidor in Cannes. 

Ben Miggins ill with lumbago, 

Marie Dubas singing at Toulouse, 

Ed Chaux writing a book, ‘Goldeg 
Age.” 

Lacy Kastner, United Artists, to 
Berlin. 

Bart Curtis recovering from op« 
eration, 


Harry Leasim, 
London, 

Roland Toutain perfecting hig 
American. 

Jack Payne and band to give 
Paris concert. 

Duke of Westminster cavorting at 
Chez Florence. 

William Fox sailing for Soutk 
America with A. J. Drexel. 

Chick Finks and Harry Averg 
playing at Cirque Medrano, 

Nadja giving tea Thursday (22), 
with the Johnsons entertaining. 

Alica Cocea ill, causing postpone. 
ment of Verneuil show opening. 

Sylvia Beach speaking at Ameri«- 
can Women’s Club. That’s news. 

Beulah Livingstone guesting ina 
apartment of Marguerite d’Alvarez, 

George Hirch of Apollo denying 
he'll take over the ex-Stavisky Em- 
pire. 

Jascha Heifetz and Fritz Kreisler 
arriving the same day on different 
boats. 

Dorothy Rambo, at George V, 
says she'll marry Prince Bishnu of 
Nepal. 

Baron de Meyer, photog, sailing 
for New York March 15 with a 


RKO Radio, te 


novel. 

Balzac piece. ‘Colonel Chabert,’ 
announced as Fred Bacos’ next film 
for Fox. 

Boulevard newspaper kiosks, 
burned in rioting, to be rebuilt in 
concrete. 


Lopez Ortega, bull fighter, pass- 
ing through on way home to Madrid 
from Mexico. 

Rita Georg, who played lead jin 
Stavisky operetta at Empire, may 
be called probe. 

Hilaire Hiler back, reporting that 
New York has replaced Montpar- 
nasse as artists’ paradise. 

American Club Washington's 
Birthday banquet cancelled because 
of mourning for King Albert. 

Little White Beds Ball, scheduled 
for Feb. 6 and killed by street fight- 
ing, will be held late in March. 

Helen Gladys Tilden, formerly of 
Theatre Guild, back at Hotel des 
Saint Peres after trip to Switzer- 
land. 

Harold Ettlinger, of Chi Trib local 
edition staff, getting break to help 
cover Austrian revolution for home 
edition. 

Yvonne Printemps to make film 
‘Dame aux Camelias’ for Directeurs 
Francais Associes. Agiman and 
Sassoon to have world rights. 

Tobis making film version of Ver- 
neuil’s ‘Banque Nemo,’ with Victor 
Boucher in lead. Boucher also 
played legit lead of this piece. 


The Hague 


By M. W. Etty Leal 








Julius Patzak had to slough his 
dates because of illness. ; 

A. Schouw of the Hollandsche 
Schouwburg—forty years in same 
box office. 

Maria Paudler, German Ufa-star, 
paid a flying visit to Holland, in- 
tending a tour here shortly. 

Two bands touring Holland now, 
Dajos Bela for AVRO (radio sta- 
tion), and Harry Roy and his May- 
fair band of London. 

French legit company from The- 
atre St. Georges in Paris giving one 
performance at the Hague in Thea- 
tre Royal of ‘Trois et Une,’ by 
Denys Amiel. 

Seems that depression is on the 
wane here. At Amsterdam motor 
show there were 10,000 visitors more 
than last year, while business re- 
ported was also better. Also, Wage 
ner Association billed two performe- 
ances of Mozart’s ‘Serail’ with Brue 
no Walter conducting. Both, in ad- 
vance, to capacity of 1,500 seats 
each, with top at $4. 


Baltimore 


By Albert Scharper 





Junior McGeehan a visitor. 

Ed Contos down with grippe. 

a Routson strapped with heavy 
cold. 

Izzy Rappaport back from Florida 
vacash. 

Margaret 
warbler. 

Jimmy Attwill hasn’t worn a hat 
all winter. 

Emma Goldman 
lyceum tour. 

Bart Wirtz has split-finger, result 
of exposure to cold. 

Mrs. Thenholm, Ford's p.a., 
speak-guest at Ad Club luncheon. 

‘Pageant of a People’ already re- 
ceiving newspaper spreads, though 
won’t be unveiled before local orbs 
till June in the municipal stadium. 

Party of debs week-ended it in 
N. Y. to glim trouping of two local 
ex-Jr. Leaguers, Margaret Barker 
in ‘Men in White,’ and Mildred Nat- 


Starr turning nitery 


through on 








Joe Reichman orchestra. 


wick in ‘Wind and Rain.’ 
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Hollywood 


Gary Cooper taking tennis lessons, 
Oscar Oldknow back from Mexico 


City. 
Stuart Erwin hops to N.Y. middle 


March. 

















Metro lifted option on Robert 
Young. 

Mrs. John Hammell here for visit 
with hubby. 


J. J. Gain confined to his home 
with the flu. 

Louis Cohen hosting J. J. Parker 
around town. 

Marc Lachmann getting nostalgia 
for Broadway. 

Judith Allen’s mother has flitted 
back to New York. 

Jack Osterman still doing tryouts 
at local night clubs. 

Clara Samuels tossed a luncheon 
gession in Hollywood. 

William Anthony Mcguire con- 
fined with a touch of flu. 

Lou Tellegen back in town for 
another try at pictures. 

Warner Baxter has a game speci- 
men room in his new house. 

Sam Taylor's youngster recover- 
ing from serious pneumonia attack. 

Arthur Aylesworth in from New 
York for acting job on the Warner 
lot. 
Daniel Rubin, the author, down 
from San Francisco over the week- 
end. 

Those 25 guests are still talking 
about Ned Sparks’ stag at the Mas- 
quers, 

Milton Cohen is now handling 
publicity for the De Long makeup 
process. 

Joey Ray is in Cedar of Lebanons, 
where they are going to pluck his 
appendix. 

Practical joker put alum in orange 
juice Jean Gale quaffs in stage play 
the other night. 

Joe E. Brown and the missus 
leave around March 14 for three 
months in the Orient. 

Gottfried Reinhardt, son of Max 
Reinhardt, has placed his affairs in 
the John Zanft office. 

Al Werker went all the way for 
a rib staged for his benefit by pals 
at Lakeside golf club. 

Francis Lederer on the receiving 
line at Frederick Hollander’s Tin- 
gel-Tangel theatre tea, 

Gwen Walters added to Movie 
Mirror’s fashion staff in Ruth 
Waterbury’s department. 

R. E. Pirschell of the Frank & 
Dunlap office nursing a swollen jaw 
from dual tooth yanking, 

Sari Fedak (ex MMe. Ferenc 
Molnar) has put herself under the 
management of John Vajda. 

Rachel Wilson, cashier for Stand- 
ard Talking Film Co., to be married 
to Willis Clark, non-pro, Mar, 31. 

Earl Carroll reading plays by 
Hollywood authors, hoping to find 
one to produce in N. Y. next season. 

Jack Warner and Harry Cohn 
sneaking into a projection room at 
Fox Westwood to see ‘Bottoms Up’. 

Jesse Lasky is testing Irene 
Franklin for a part in his vaude act 
‘Red Heads,’ which will title the pic. 

Mrs. Dave Dreyer gave a dinner 
at her home in honor or her sister, 
visiting from New York, the other 
evening. 

June Knight wants no part of 
California until the Florida season 
is over. So is remaining at Miami 
until April 1. 

Claudia Snow, voice and screen 
test winner of contest staged by 
Loew theatre, Atlanta, in for bit 
in a Metro picture. 

Richard Arlen laying off at Par 
for seven weeks to take Mrs. Arlen 
and their baby to Honolulu. Arlen 
also to convalesce from pleurisy at- 
tack. 

Masquers Club will stage a &8t. 
Patrick’s dinner Mar. 17, in honor 
of George McManus, noted cartoon- 
ist. William Collier, sr. will be 
master of ceremonies, 

Charles Smith, associated with the 
Schulberg-Feldman office for the 
past several months, leaves that 
agency and is slated to become 
associated with M. C. Levee. 

Bob Thornby, story department 
head for Ivan Kahn agency, is back 
from a two month trip to New 
York. While east he signed man- 
agement tickets with several writ- 
ers, including James Warner Bellah, 
Boc . Tarkington, Basil Woon and 
Edwin Balmer. 

Accident marred the pleasure of 
Paul Muni’s” reunion with his 
mother when the actor returned 
from a three month trip in Europe. 
Mother was thrown from her auto 
in attempting to close a door while 
the car was in motion, and broke 
her collar bone. Being treated at 
home. 


Omaha 


By John Quinn 





Four inches of snow. 

Joe Rosenfield down with cold. 

Jack Thoma back in to sel'ing 
a Columbia special. 

Cal Bard again spending most of 
his time along film row. 

Bill Singer and George Monroe, 
Sr., talking biz over latter’s out- 
State houses. 

Ben Bernie throwing a party for 
all the press lads day of opening 
at Orpheum. 

_Charlie Schlaifer in a flurry get- 
ting the Rand show opened on time 
despite censors, 

Hart Jenks supplying from his 
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Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 
Father of Marlene Shea, fan dan 
cer, a Baptist minister. 
Neville Fleeson recuperating from 








Shakespearian repertory for assem- 
bly of Delphian women, 

Home folks cheered by Alvin 
Asher’s ‘Let Those Who Will Be 
Clever’ opening on Broadway. 

Night life on up-grade, with both 
Cloverland and Midnight Frolic 
clubs building their floor shows. 

Louis Mayer, former pub man 
here, relieving Lawrence Lehman 
at the K. C. RKO Mainstreet for a 
spell. 

Director Szold reviving the torch- 
light parade for the Community 
Playhouse spring production of 
‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin.’ 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 








Clemence Dane, playwright, here 
for lecture. 

Casper Choinard back on job 
after illness. 

Al Lichtman of UA here on coun- 
try-wide tour. 

Gene Meredith, handball star, now 
going in for ping-pong. 

A. F. Cummings, from MG home- 
office, a one-day visitor. 

Leo Blank, Warners exchange 
manager, a crack ping ponger., 

Golden Gloves’ boxing tournament 
at Auditorium again a sell-out. 

Northwest Allied States to have 
‘movie ball’ here in April at five 
bucks per ticket. 

State passed up Sally Rand be- 
cause she wanted too much dough, 
but has spotted in Ted Lewis unit. 

‘Bruzz’ Rubel, stock broker to 
local theatrical fraternity, bears 
striking resemblance to Jack Deney- 

Harry Dryer, independent exhibi- 
tor, and several other local theatre 
— going into liquor business on 
side, 

Long stretch of sub-zero weather 
finally gives way to moderate tem- 
peratures again—a break for show- 
houses. 

Don Williams, Journal columnist, 
devotes considerable space daily 
pointing out technical blunders in 
motiop pictures seen here, 


Seattle 


By Dave Trepp 








Beryl Gray to Butte for nite club 
singing. 

Brandt Sisters for monthly show 
at Fort Lewis, 

The Barclays producing two ten- 
gal line units to take the road. 

Dorothy Dee to Spokane as fea- 
ture dancer and producer at Jockey 
club, where there are six gal line 
and specialties. 

Dave Hemilhoch, chairman board 
of censors, quit management of 
Spanish Ballroom March 1 to handle 
concessions at Woodland park. 

Ruth Gaginnis, Jackie Evans and 
Raybeth Becker, to Baker, Ore., 
joining ‘Jazzmania’ stage show, on 
tour from Chi. Booked at Orpheum 
here, week of March 22. 

Harold Murphy, Olympia mer. for 
Evergreen, says that town is filled 
with applicants for jobs at state 
liquor stores, first to open March 15 
in Seattle, Tacoma and Spokane. 
Also distiller and wine merchant 
reps there to sell their goods to 


Montreal 


By C. W. Lane 








Zolo joins Gazette staff. 

Joe Page to McGraw funeral. 

Walter O’Hearn news editor, Her- 
ald. 

Armand Meerte and orch at New 
Embassy cabaret. 

Piccadilly nitery opened for Sat- 
urday nites only Feb. 24. 

S. Morgan Powell getting kind 
words on radio address. 

George Rotsky giving benefit 
show for Veterans March 7, Capitol. 

Eddie English resigns from Para- 
mount to handle personal accounts. 

Mannie Brown appointed man- 
ager, Paramount Film Exchange 
here. 

Canadian premiere of ‘Yoshe 
Kalb’ only fair Tuesday nite (27) 
at His Majesty’s. 

Parade of the Provinces holding 
up for fourth week on air. Show 
scripted by Jay Van Lusil. 

Gertrude Marshal], Boston and 
New York dance _ specialist, at 
Loew’s, training twelve-girl line. 

Larry Wilson, Gazette; Charles 
Leoboldti, La Presse; and Leon 
Edel, Herald, appointed to Havas 
Agency, New York. 

Police again defeated in action 
against Montreal nite life when 26 
counts against Villa Maurice 
thrown out of court because of er- 
rors in indictment. 

Undercurrent has it that 25c and 
35c matinees first-run houses here 
to be cut out or increased since 
these figures are killing nite biz and 
lowering grosses considerably. 

Quebec Legislature now in ses- 
sion considering allowing specially 
censored children films for Satur- 
day mornings only in mitigation of 
the severe Childrens’ Act which 
bans all minors under 16 from films. 


Boston 


By Len Libbey 





George Kraska off to Manhattan 
to book more foreign films. 

John Shubert ahead of opening of 
‘Passing Show’ tab at Providence 
next Friday. 

Jack Goldstein off to Bermuda on 
his first vacation since his entry 
into publicity. 

Showmen in group bidding John 
F. (Sweet Adeline) Fitzgerald bon 
voyage to Florida by sea. 

John PD. Jamieson shuttling 
between Hollis and Plymouth, 
handling biz of two shows. 

Al Duffy refused to pin middle 
monicker onto the baby, saying 
plain Michael without trimmings is 
good enough for the new son of 
Erin, 

George Koerner and frau hop 
back to h. o. beaming over rec- 
ords by eurrent show at RKO 
Boston, 


Authors Film Coin . 


(Continued from page 63) 
doesn’t have to put up cash bonds 
to small legit producers, except as 
a method of evasion. 

According te the minimum basic 











agreement, dramatists or producers 
must not sell motion picture rights 
until the play has been produced 
and runs for the period of at least 
three weeks. Play can, of course. 
be sold outright to a film producer 
prior to production, but in that case 
if produced as a play it would have 
to go on the open markei for film 
rights, another film company being 
permitted to buy if outbidding the 
original producer. This was the ac- 
tion in the production of ‘Grand Ho- 
tel,” which Metro financed as a legit. 
Other companies bid for the film 
rights with Metro forced up to a 
pretty high figure to buy its own 
play. Advantage, of course, is with 
the original film company which has 
to actually pay the author only half 
of what it bids under such circum- 
stances, other half remaining with 
the producer. 

Authors in favor of retaining the 
minimum basic agreement as is, 
point to this latter fact as an ad- 
vantage and sufficient encourage- 
ment for film companies producing 
plays. But those against it say 
times are too tough for film com- 
panies to want to gamble on some- 
thing they may not even be able to 
own. 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 





(Continued from page 61) 


which plans to advertise nationally for girls to come to Hollywood but 
which, to cover up, will head its advertising, ‘Don’t come to Hollywood, 
but if you have qualifications let us have them.’ 

Idea of the school-agency is to build up a list of Hollywood-struck 
girls and try to get them jobs, in pictures, as advertising posers and for 
radio, with the organization claiming only to charge a commission for 


jobs obtained. 


el 


Signing of Erin O’Brien Moore by Universal for "Humbue’, reveals that 
she has been turning down offers on the Coast for the past three weeks. 
Domiciled at the Chateau Elysee actress has refused overtures includ- 


ing Duffy’s bid for the top spot in ‘Men in White’ (legit). 


Universal 


copped Miss Moore over some larger outfits, she nominating the part 


she wished to piay. 





Alfred B. Green, directing ‘Happy Family’ at Warners, has put a bonus 


of $10 on all laughs Hugh Herbert can plant in the pic above the mean 
average, which im this case is graphed at 40. Inciter is a bet between 
director and actor by which Green will pay Herbert $10 for every laugh 
clocked above 40, while Herbert is obligated to pay for every yelp under 
53, which represents his chuckle par. 





Talk that intimates M. H. Aylesworth will shelve his Motion Picture 
Code Authority membership has no foundation. So far as known RKO 
president intends to stick with the Code situation. 

Rumors of his stepping out of the Code Board may have atarted 
through eonfusing his declining an invitation to sit on the board of the 
Motion Picture club in New York. 





Test taken recently of Rosamond Pinchot at Metro was for the second 
lead in ‘Soviet’. Actress was quite fussy about it all, and insisted that 
W. S. Van Dyke direct it, and that a certain man work on her makeup. 
After it was over, she hopped east without waiting for a nod one way 
or the other from the studio. 


Hugh Weir, whose frenzied finance series on the picture business, 
entitled "Wild Money’, just ended in the Satevepost, is scheduled to do 
another eix articles for that magazine starting about July 1. 

New series will be a fictionized treatise on alleged industry waste 
based on the receiverships of film companies. 


Under the new administration of Hulda McGinn as secretary-manager, 
California Theatres Association has inaugurated a public relations de- 
partment including summarized film reviews mailed to all local clubs 
and organizations, particularly feminine groups. Department is headed 
by Mary McGinn, daughter of Mrs. McGinn. 








Loew’s Ziegfeld, at 54th street and Sixth avenue, New York, which few 
figured had a ehance against the RKO Center (formerly new Roxy) is 
now in the dough, according to accounts. Ziegfeld was turned into a 
winner by a woman. She’s Chelle Janis, manager for Loew's. 





One of the dramatic scenes in ‘Gambling Lady’ (WB) was written in 
by Barbara Stanwyck, featured in the picture. 

Actress’ script contribution is the scene where she separates from 
Joel McCrea toward end of the story. 





Al Jolson has 10% of the gross of ‘Wonder Bar’ (WB). So far he’s 
gotten $50,000, eowering his services and the rights to the story which 
he owned through having appeared in it originally for the Shuberts on 
Broadway. 





The Paramount, Brooklyn, had to make over its whole lobby after 
kids, on the opening day, Friday (2), went on a tear. 

Kids not only helped themselves to portions of lobby material on Bally 
Rand but also changed the title of the current picture, ‘No More Women’. 





Robert Lord, associate producer at Warners, claims some sort of a 
supervisorial record for number of pix handled. Since latter part of 
June he has completed 10, has three shooting and three more scripts 


almost ready for production. 


New affinity for ‘World’ in titles. Fox has ‘World Moves On’ and “The 
World Is Ours’; Universal has ‘T’ll Tell the World’; Warners recently 
made ‘Upper Worl4,’ and is planning a yarn to fit the handle ‘World 
Is Mine.’ 








Paramount trustees installed a special switchboard of their own at 
the Par home office where they make permanent quarters. Their e¢alls 





are in the hundreds dally. 


an illness at his home here. 

Amos 'n’ Andy wired Mike Cullea 
the one cent they owed him. 

It’s a girl at the Johnny Moringa, 
He’s the William Penn manager. 
It’s a girl at the Johnny Morina 
He’s the manager of WB's William 
Penn. 

Brian McDonald in Bahamas as 
an entertainer on one of those mid- 
winter cruises. 

Joe Cappo turned down a Monte 
real nite club offer to stick out sea. 
son at the Plaza, 

Jerry Mayhall now a musical con 
tractor, and has opened an office im 
the Clark building. 

Nat Nazzaro, Jr., has left Steve 
Forrest's office to rejoin the Jack 
Dailey agency here. 

Teddy Joyce now in London, 
where he has opened with a band 
at the Kit-Kat club. 

Jason Bernie, Ben's 15-year-old 
son, on to spend a couple of days 
with the old maestro. 

It’s a boy at the John McGree- 
veys. He's chief booker for Harris 
Amusement Company. 

Child’s getting quite a play for 
supper and dinner dancing with 
Marty Schramm’s band. 

Tommy Flynn has cancelled sey- 
eral eastern engagements to keep 
his band at the Show Boat. 

Dorothy Raymond (Rubenstein), 
Pittsburgh gal, signed for Jane 
Cowl’s ‘Sweet Bells Jangled.’ 

Ted (Carnegie Tech) Viehman di 
recting Doty Hobart’s ‘Every 
Wednesday’ with Queen's Smith. 

Jimmy Balmer ia knee-deep tm 
draperies and carpetings, selecting 
trappings for the remodeled Alvin, 

Penn management asked Faith 
Bacon to be a little less revealing 
after her first fan dance last week, 

Driving back from Hollywood 
Eddie Peyton's car jumped an em- 
bankment in Utah, but nobody was 
hurt. 

Ann Seymour wound up twe 
weeks at the Plaza cafe with a 
flock of night club offers tucked 
away. 

Rainy weather bothering Charlie 
Danver’s old ankle ailment, so 
‘Post-Gazette’ columnist is sporting 
his cane again. 

Aaron Jaffe, attorney, named im- 
partial member of movie code grieve 
ance board. He’s a nephew of 
ae Jaffe, burlesque impressario, 

ere. 

Johnny Harris in Kansas City to 
install a Variety Club chapter, and 
from there heads for coast to spend 
couple of weeks with Pirates at 
training camp. 

Harry Brown insists Nixon will 
get ‘As Thousands Cheer’ this 
spring, despite the fact that tickets 
are selling in New York as far 
ahead as June. 

Milton Lomask, Pittsburgh Sym- 
phony concert-master, and hig 
brother, Herbert, of the violin see 
tion, are both graduates of Pitt Law 
school, although neither has ever 
gone into practice. 


Indianapolis 


Tally-Ho Room at Antlers closed, 
100% Smith at Indiana not feeling 
Bill Perisaw content in remodeleé 
office at Apollo. 
Red Grange’s coeds doing floor 
show at Show Boat. 
Ted Nicholas making talks about 
theatre over WFBM. 
Charlie Olson to Chi to book 
vaude acts back into Lyric. 
Art Baker conducting Bud Gray 
on tour of newspapers and radio 
stations. 
Chateau Lido, remodeled nightie, 
reopening with Jimmy Fisher doing 
the m.c.’ing. 
Harry Anger in town seeing that 
‘Bottoms Up’ and ‘Words and Music’ 
got started okay. 
Walter Hickman, Times. crick, 
seen laughing himself in the aisles 
at preview of ‘Palooka.’ 
Carl Niesse doing a lot of bustling 
around with Warner’s trade screen- 
ings being held at his Ambassador, 
Steve Stephens, leaving post as 
local Paramount branch mgr. for 
East, given rousing farewell party 
at Hotel Lincoln. 


Dallas 


By Raymond Terranella 














Les Ainsley and ork exiting 
Golden Glow for Riviera m New 
York. 

Roy C. Lee and Jack C. Compton 
openers of a theatrical assist 
service. 

Paul Short is now in the coming 
and going class, having bought hime 
self one of those air-minded cars, 
Three Dallasites in Par’s ‘Search 
for Beauty’—Alfred Delcambr 
Clara Lou Sheridan and Robe 
Spencer. 

Milton Brodus lands Fox contract 
after ‘Dancing Lady’ and ‘Wonder 
Bar’, adding another notch to town’s 
pride belt. 

Val and Ernie Stanton, here few 
months ago during 13-week radio 
schedule, pop back in town with 
‘King’s Scandal’ unit at Majestte. 
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East 


‘Every Thursday’ will bring 
Queenie Smith back to B'’way via 
Jackson Heights. 

Willie Howard studying Swedish 
dialect. 

‘Awake and Sing’ in cold storage 
until fall, Frank Merlin says it’s 
casting trouble. 

Jean Duval, French actress, who 


co in court, charging he choked her 
when she declined to marry him. 
Case in Washington Heights court, 
Friday (2). 

A. E. Thomas to Bermuda. To 
rest after ‘No More Ladies’ and 
write another. 

Boston censors put a stopper on 
the front door of Minsky’s until 
March 19, Didn't like the strip acts. 

Examiner for Federal Radio Com- 
mission recommends abolition of 
four Brooklyn stations. They are 
WARD, WBBC, WLTH and WVFW. 
Sume objection to excess of foreign 
lencuage broadcasts and WLTH 
charged with selling time for re- 
saie. 

Linz & Fuchs to lose Riis Park 
concessions, with possible excep- 
tion of catering, after taking a loss 
for two years in hopes of better 
times. Claremont to be turned into 
a beer garden and Jones’ Beach 
concessions to be changed by Com- 
missioner Moses. 

Report has Krimsky and Cochran 
steaming up over ‘Hearts and 
Flowers,’ which Bradford Ropes and 
Phil Charig concocted. It’s got 
rhythm. 

Aldermen considering shoving the 
curfew for clubs back to 4 a.m. 
Bill carries a rider to boost licenses 
from $100 to $150. 

William Selwyn, Arch Selwyn’s 
son, opens an office here as per- 
sonal .representative' for stage, 
screen and radio acts. 

Abe Potai and 12 of his company, 
at. the Irving Place burley theatre, 
held’ in- $100 bail each for Special 
Sessions. Result of a raid, Feb. 10. 

Bessie Bassett, former showgirl, 
awarded $500 by. N. Y. Supreme 
Court for the use of her picture by 
the Poslam Co. She wanted $25,000 
for the use of her face in a pimple 
removal cream ad. 

Press story runs that Sidney 
Howard would not have his name 
in lights on the Shubert. Super- 
stitious and thinks it a hoodoo. 

‘Broomsticks Amen’ shortened to 
the first word. Full title proved 
confusing. 

Willie Howard plans a series of 
shorts. Each will contain five in- 
tentional errors. In N..Y. those 
spotting all five will be given boxes 
for the ‘Follies.’ Suggested by the 
error pictures in the Sunday papers. 

Rex O’Malley buys part of a 
printing shop in Westport, L. I. 
He'll stick to the stage, but inter- 
ested in typesetting. 

Billy K. Wells, who has been suf- 
fering from a nervous trouble, now 
himself again. Working on a new 
‘Scandals.’ 

Park Dept. plans to convert the 
old sheepfold in Central Park into 
a popular-priced cafe. To offset the 
kicks against the Casino. 

Dr. Walter Damrosch gets another 
medal. This time from the Na- 
tional Education Assn. 

License Commissioner Moss 
launches a drive against obscene 
literature and 63 publications are 
barred. 

State Court of Appeals grants a 
new trial in Hopwood Plays against 
Colin Kemper and others. Suit is 
to collect certain expenses deducted 
from stock royalties on ‘The Bat’ 
before splitting these sums between 
the litigants. Held that the suit 
had been ‘improperly dismissed’ by 
the appellate division. 

George Arliss now prez of the 
Episcopal Actors Guild. 

George Middleton working on 
‘Sis! Boom! Blah!’ Satire will get 
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On Stage!—Ceonrad Thibault & Others 
Friday—Raft, Lembard in “Botere’’ 





: - +e , va State University. If 
toured in ‘Congo,’ has August Medi- tryout at Iowa : : y 
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it looks good, to be transplanted to 
B’way. 

Forget about ‘Teatime Lovers’ 
and ‘Beloved Rival.’ It's ‘Etienne’ 
again. 

Met opera trustees demand $300,000 
or else. Tell that last year’s sub- 
scription of a like sum has been 
used. 

Performances at the Bronx Art 
theatre, Yiddish house, off several 
days last week. Snow blocked ap- 
proaches to theatre. 

Harry Moses announces ‘Four 
Saints’ will remain at the 44th 


‘Wife Insurance,’ which once en- 
gaged the interest of Aldrich and 
deLiagre. Due in April with Basil 
Sidney, Kenneth McKenna and per- 
haps Madge Kennedy. ¥ 

Rowland Stebbins due from Flor- 
ida and will wriggie into ‘Tight 
Britches.’ 

Mrs. Ruth Blanche Rubinoff, the 
fiddler’s ex-, asking for $169,500. As- 
serts he promised her a percentage 
of his annual income if she would 
get a divorce and forget alimony. 
All she got, according to her com- 
plaint, was $3,000. 

Italian shoemaker held for trial 





Street indefinitely. ; 

Count Vasco da Gama doing 10 
days on the Island for killing Lord 
Van Dick last year. Van Dick was 
a chow dog. 

Geraldine Farrar was 52 last 
Wednesday (28). 

Sam H. Harris will bring Eddie 
Cantor back to the stage next fall. 
Play to be partly autobiographical. 

‘Three Cornered Hat,’ Spanish 
play, will be turned into a number 
for the Ballet Russe when it plays 
a return engagement in N. Y. 

Park Dept. will raze Hunters 
Island Inn outside Pelham. On park 
property and held to be non-essen- 
tial to the comfort of the public. 
Other spots slated to be changed or 
shelved for the same reason. 
Threatened strike of unskilled 
labor in theatre and picture houses 
deferred when at a meeting Wednes- 
day (28) managers agreed to recog- 
nize the union should it be able to 
show a representative membership. 
Fox Metropolitan Playhouses and 
43 other corporations sue in Federal 
court for possession of sound pro- 
jectors they now hold under lease 
from Erpi. : 
Gavin Muir suspended by Equity 
for refusal to abide by its decision 
in the ‘Dangerous Corner’ - trouble 
in Washington. Delayed a perform- 
ance over salary. 
Lawrence Schwab. letting his 
Miami newspaper run itself while 
he films ‘She Loves Me Not,’ for 
Paramount. 

Met. unable to play its date in 
Hartford last. week (28) so. sets 
opera over to March 13. Storm pre- 
vented transportation of scenery 
and troupe. 

_ Liquor code now permits N. Y. 
retailers to sell a case of 12 quarts. 
Three quart rule threw too much 
to the wholesaler. 

Columbia university chucks ‘To- 
bacco Road’ and ‘God’s Little Acre’ 
out of the library. 

Joseph Hergesheimer, novelist, 
threatend by kidnappers, sailed Sat- 
urday (3). Told reporters that if he 
were snatched, must be for love, 
since he has no money. 

Chas. C. Levy of the Theatre and 
Amusement Employees Union (un- 
skilled labor) appeals to the NRA. 
Visited Mrs. Herrick Saturday with 
22 letters of resignation, 17 of 
which, he pointed out, were iden- 
tical in phrasing and apparently had 
been written on the same machine. 
Hearing this week on his intimi- 
dation charge. 

Max Elb, a midget, was selling 
bootleg song sheets on B’way when 
a cop grabbed him. Elb wriggled 
out of his coat and went away rap- 
idly. Finding his pursuer gaining 
on him he ducked into a building. 
It happened to be the police sta- 
tion. Drew a suspended sentence. 
John W. Carr killed by a fall 
from a trapeze in a school amateur 
circus in Concord, Mass., Saturday 
(3). 

Groucho and Chico Marx in town 
for radio dates. 

Purchaser of the home of the late 
Elisabeth Marbury in Sutton place, 
recently sold by Elsie DeWolff, 
turns out to be Miriam Hopkins. 
Lew White to ‘open’ the pipe or- 
gan in Blue Ridge National Park, 
just outside of Washington. He de- 
signed the instrument. Ready in 
the spring. 

John Ringling renews in Sara- 
sota his suit for divorce from the 
former Emily Haag Buck. Suit 
started last July, but withdrawn. 
New papers are sealed. 

Gu.ld’s ‘Races’ will have compe- 
tition in an importation known as 
‘Take Heed’ in London, but to be re- 
named for local offering by Hyman 
Adler. 

Dan Totheroh’s ‘Moor Born’ ap- 
pears to be first under the wire in 
the Bronte play handicap. It was 
tried out Feb. 14 at the University 
of Iowa. Helen Gahagan in it and 
maybe Frances Starr. Due early in 
April under George Bushar Markle 
and John Tuerk. They recently did 
‘Mackerel Skies.’ 

Arthur Lubin may hop to Pasa- 
dena to try out ‘An Average Man.’ 

Rose C. Feld working with Frank- 
lin P, Adams on a dramatization of 
her ‘A Young Man of Fifty.’ 

Philip Barry says it’s ‘too late 
and to cold’ to do any more writing 
this season. May do one for next 
year. 

Sam H. Harris, in more or less 
sunny California, sends word he'll 
stay there a while longer. 





Arthur J. seckhard takes over 


on the charge of having killed Mrs. 
Helen Nugent, dance hostess, last 
month. 

William Baker, who’s been sing- 
ing in talking shorts, in Flower 
hospital. Slipped on the ice and 
hit by a taxi. Severely hurt. 

Brokers and business men veto 
proposal for musical meals in down- 
town restaurants. State bureau of- 
con cut rates in the hope of mak- 
ng jobs. No dice. 

Max Baer in court to ask that 
Shirley Labelle give details as to 
why she is suing hir» for $50,000. 
She merely mentioned breach of 
promise. 

Mrs. Ella Boole in again. Says 
she’s going to dry the country again 
because housewives buy cocktails 
with the grocery cash. 

Irving Berlin back from Bermuda. 
Put in eight weeks down there. 

Ricard L. Stokes, who did the 
libretto for ‘Merry Mount,’ Met nov- 
elty, has written a play, ‘Star Dust,’ 
with Mrs. Stokes. Hopes to see it 
staged this spring. 

Licenses revoked for 25 retailers 
and three wholesale places by state 
authority. 

Theatre Guild gave one of its 
Symposiums at the Royale Sunday 
(4) on ‘They Shall Not Die.’ Several 
prominent speakers. 

Dispatch reports that opening 
performance of A. B. Marcus show 
in Tokyo was broken up by a dem- 
onstration against ‘American eroti- 
cism.’ Five minute demonstration 
and then the interrupters went out 
with the police. 

Mayor plans a slot machine show 
to demonstrate they never give a 
sucker a chance. On concourse of 
RCA building. 

When Hal Skelly gets through his 
Florida vacation, he’ll come back to 
do another for Galen Bogue. 

Arthur J. Beckhard drops his op- 
tion on ‘Rats of Norway’ and Max 
Gordon picks it up. 


Coast 


Joe Schenck, boss of the Caliente 
Jockey club, has announced pur- 
chase of an interest in the L. A. 
Turf club, which will start operat- 
ing here next January. 

Ethel Weeks Shepard has filed 

suit for divorce in L. A. from Dr. 
Hovey Learned Shepard, naming 
the association of her husband with 
Lila McComas. 
Bessie Silver, 26, reported to Hol- 
lywood police with a couple of 
black optics. Said she received 
them in a nitery fite and police ar- 
rested Sanford Lawton Roth, actor 
and assistant cameraman, on as- 
sault charges. 

Jean Harlow won a victory in 
L.A. Superior Court over the estate 
of her former husband, Paul Bern, 
when the judge sustained a de- 
murrer to a complaint which 
claimed half of Bern’s estate, filed 
by Herman A. Koch, public admin- 
istrator of Sacramento county. 

Superior Judge Gould, in L. A., 
has refused to vacate final divorce 
decree between Carey Wilson and 
Nanch H. Wilson, former actress. 

Sidney Fox has dismissed her di- 
vorce suit against Charles Beahan. 

Mrs. Nancy V. Waldron seeking 
divorce on the Coast from Jackie 
Waldron, boxer. _. 

Bette Davis confined to her home 
with larnygitis. 

Suit for $28,523 and an account- 
ing has been filed in L. A. by Vilma 
Banky against the Bank of America 
National Trust and Savings Assn. 

Mrs. Maxine Jackson Demorst, 
former pic actress, has filed suit for 
divorce in L. A. from Nelson C. 
Demorst, film cartoonist. 

The $300,000 suit filed by Mary 
Farr Abbott, of Salt Lake City, 
against Metro charging infringe- 
ment of copyright on a_ booklet 
‘Synopsis of Annie Laurie,’ has been 
dismissed in L. A. by Federal Judge 
Paul J. McCormick. 

Thelma Todd divorced from Pas- 
quale de Cicco, theatrical agent. 

Dorothy Lee is convalescing from 
laryngitis. 

Whether the purchase of a story 
for picture purposes before the ad- 
vent of talkers entitled the buyers 
to produce the plot as a talker is a 
question before IL. A. Superior 
Court. Harold Bell Wright was 
named defendant in a suit filed by 
Michael Rosenberg and Sol Lesser, 








reported owners of rights to 
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Wright's story, ‘When A Man’s A 
Man,’ 

Twenty-seven waiters scramming 
the Brown Derby pulled almost as 
much page one space as when 5,000 
technicians powdered from a studios 
last summer. Dailies went for it 
heavily, playing up pix names, when 
the grub-toters walked after Robert 
Cobb, of the restaurant, couldn’t 
get together with Charles Barker, 
biz rep of waiters’ union at a noon 
huddle. Eat spot has been quietly 
picketed since. Trouble followed 
two weeks’ negotiations, with wait- 
ers demanding their scale of $2.50 
per eight hour shift, while Cobb 
claims it’s still the best job in town 
at 90c. a session. 

Dorothy Jane Ames, daughter of 
Adrienne Ames, legally adopted by 
Bruce Cabot. Cabot recently wed 
Miss Ames. 

Doris Kenyon divorced in L. A. 
—_~ Arthur E. Hopkins of Syracuse, 
Henry Clive divorced from Helen 
Cunningham Clive in L. A. 

Nick Machiday, trapeze artist, 
nosedived to the stage of the Mil- 
lion Dollar in L. A. but escaped 
with minor injuries. 

George Brent must go back to 
Warners if he is to work at all in 
pictures, Judge Gates ruled in L. A. 
Brent sued WB for $1,475 salary, 
which he claimed was held back 
when he refused to take a role in 
‘Mandalay.’ Court ruled he had no 
back salary coming and that the ac- 
tor was bound, by option, until 1938 
to work for the company. 


Mid-West 


Fire destroyed the Gem theatre, 
Cairo, Ill., last week. 
J. J. Shubert once more appointed 
production manager of the. St, Louis 
municipal opera for summer season. 
Harry C. Voiler, formerly man- 
ager of Green Mill cafe, Chicago, 
was nabbed in Miami last week on 
an indictment in California in con- 
nection with the Mae West jewel 
robbery case. 
William Kleighege, former Ham- 
mond (Ind.) theatre operator, was 
last week freed from a charge of 
conspiracy to bomb the State the- 
atre in Gary in 1927. Kleighege 
was once convicted on this charge 
but the Indiana Supreme Court 
granted him a new trial. 
Mrs. Myrtle Vail Damerel, the 
Myrt of ‘Myrt and Marge’ radio act, 
filed suit for divorce in Chicago 
against George Damerel; legit and 
vaude performer, now in Los Ange- 
les. Charge is desertion with no 
claim for alimony. Married in 1907. 
Deane Janis, radio warbler, last 
week secured a divorce in Chicago 
from Richard J. Harris. 


MEXICAN-STANDOFFS 


Pic Mob Now Wondering About 
Cross-Border Splits 








Los Angeles, March 5, 

Validity of Mexican divorces in 
California is on the griddle again, 
with the barristers wondering what 
to do about it. During the past 
few months the strength of these 
below-the-border decrees has been 
continually questioned, resulting in 
the film mob looking elsewhere for 
unsplicing. 

Latest blow to these divorces was 
the report from the Mexican cap- 
ital, which revealed that Americans 
had allegedly been given spurious 
decrees. 

The institution of a speedy air 
schedule into the Mexican country 
may be a boon to the attorneys, 
enabling them to have their clients 
appear on the other side for the 
hearing without much time out. If 
this is carried out it may drown 
some of the uncertainty now pre- 
vailing. 





Taverns’ Terp Fee 


Fort Dodge, Ia., March 5. 
Beer taverns now come under the 
definition of entertainment centers 
here, with operators paying a $25 
fee where dancing is featured, or 
allowed, under an ordinance passed 
by the city council. 
Police supervision is necessary 
also where accommodations for 
more than 25 couples is provided. 
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U. P.’S CIRCUS STUFF nN 
STREAMLINE BALLYHOO 


Union Pacific railroad, in showing 
its new streamlined train to the 
public, has resorted to circus show. 
man’s methods. On its ‘good will 
tour’ the train carries a crew of 12 
men to handle the ramps, check the 
number of visitors, give out info 
and look after publicity, ete. Crew 
also carries its own flood lighting 
system. 

Publicly shown in Omaha twe 
days, train had 30,000 visitors, and 
in the east showed to more than 
200,000. Omaha theatre managers 
considered it powerful opposition. 








Lazarro’s Split 


Pittsburgh, March 5. 

Mary Lazarro was granted a di- 
vorce here from John Lazarro, 
Pittsburgh night club owner, when 
she told Judge Musmanno that her 
husband was too attentive to chorus 
girls at the Dells, summer road- 
house spot which he operated the 
summer before last. Lazarro at one 
time was also owner of the Show 
Boat. When she remonstrated with 
him, she charged, he struck her, 
The Lazarros were married in 1927, 

Mrs. Lazarro is the sister of Joe 
Falvo, conductor at Pitt theatre, 
and Bebe Falvo, cabaret blues 
singer. 


RAGGED ARMY 


(Continued from page 62) 


pathy with the workers and is be- 
loved by Alethea Page, the daugh- 
ter of the house. 

It is one the eve of a pageant 
commemorating the battle and as 
the son of the family puts it those 
poor people on the flatlan‘s are 
starving but plenty of money is to 
be expended on the affair. The 
Italian leader of the workers has 
been picked up charged with plant- 
ing a bomb which blew somebody’s 
gardener to bits. But Alethea has 
an alibi for the man, who fixed an 
auto tire for her miles away on the 
night of the accident. Her father 
and uncle make her forget the in- 
cident in exchange for giving Pat 
the prize. 

Anyhow Geoffrey Carter, an ac- 
tor, stalks into the drawing room, 
also through the window and iin 
Colonial army costume. He is sup- 
posed to be the actor and he knows 
ali the low down about the early 
Irish Pages and speaks in the lingo 
of those days. It is he who mar- 
shalls the phantom soldier group 
and walks out with them. Why and 
who is never explained for it later 
develops that the fellow’ they 
thought was the actor telegraphs 
that he met with an accident and 
could not serve. 

Lloyd Nolan, featured, enacts the 
mysterious soldier of 1776 whose 
theme song is ‘Yankee Doodle’ and 
garners no credit in this befuddling 


play. Ibee. 


(Withdrawn after second perform- 
ance; printed for the record). 


WHEN IN ROME 


Comedy in three acts by Austin Major 
presented at the 49th St. Theatre, Feb. 27, 
4 George Smithfield. Staged by the aue 

or. 
Fabius Herbert Weber 
NOME. 400060000608 Laurence O'Sullivan 
Abraham ...eces William Stein 
Petronius ... ...Frank Jaquet 
Aurelia -»-Mabel Kroman 
Remus atéwredese Robert Toms 
Cataline ..... eveeeccccs Kenneth Daigneau 
EE” «hcg hn aie eeovses Charlotte Reynolds 
Cicero C. Edwin Brandt 





Just _a preposterous attempt at 
satire by a writer who seemingly 
can’t even write straight humor. 
It’s one of those idea plays; ancient 
Rome as it might have been if pres- 
ent day people were living there. It 
doesn’t impress for a minute. 

Humor is heavy-handed and sit- 
uations strained. All acts are placed 
in Catiline’s Club, which is a sort 
of Grecian Tammany Hall. They 
buy and sell votes, contracts and 
everything else. Politicians are 
made and unmade. And a vestal 
virgin disappears to turn up in the 
bedroom of the king-pin politico. 

Acting and direction are equally 
bad with the writing, except that 
Mabel Korman tried hard to do 
something with her lines 

It won't be here long. 











DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 W. 72d St.. New York City 
My New Assortment of GREETING 
CARDS Is Now Ready. 21 Beautiful 
CARDS and FOLDERS. Boxed, Post- 
paid. for 


One Dollar 
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OBITUARIES 


JOE FLYNN 

Joe Flynn, 74, who wrote the 
once-popular ‘Down Went McGinty,’ 
died at the home of his brother, 
Denis in New Orleans, Feb. 20. 

Flynn, who was born in Ireland, 
learned the printing trade on tne 
N. Y. Evening Mail, but about 50 
years ago turned to the stage, doing 
ar act with Al Fostelle. Later he 
,went into partnership with Jerry 
Keating, but is better known for 
his work with Sheridan and Flynn, 
‘his team mate being Frank Sheri- 
‘dan. Later he did a single, wearing 
a fawn coat with exaggerated leg 
o’ mutton sleeves affected by smart 
women dressers of that period, an 
enormous hat and checked trousers, 
His appearance was always good 
for a laugh which he built up with 
comic songs and parodies. He 
‘played practically every important 
vaudeville house in the days when 
vaudeville was important, but re- 
tired about 15 years ago, following 
“the White Rat strike, in which he 
‘had been an active fighter. 
one of the original members of the 
White Rats, from which the N.V.A, 
indirectly derived. 

He wrote many songs, but never 
repeated with a second ‘McGinty,’ 
which literally swept the world, be- 
ing printed in scores of foreign 
languages. 

He is survived by his brother, a 
one-tinie advance man and mana- 
ger; four nephews, Eddie, Mark, 
Roger and Denis Jr. 

Interment in New Orleans. 


MRS. MORLET WHITE 
: Mrs. Morlet. White, 69, died at 
‘Christie Lake, near Ottawa.: 

Mrs. White was the former Nell 
‘Marks, belle of the once-famous 
Marks Bros. Company which toured 
the highways and byways of Can- 
ada with a repertoire of stock mell- 
ers. The Marks were credited with 
‘playing more. one-night 
‘throughout Canada over a period of 
40 years than any other troupe and 
they played in’ town and fraternal 
‘halls, tents and churches as well as 
any available theatres. 

Surviving are. the four brothers 
-who made: histrionic history until 
old age and the films compelled 
their retirement. All of them are 
now in their 70’s. Ernest Marks is 
‘still active in the theatrical world, 
_ being the owner of a film theatre 
.at Oshawa where he was recently 
mayor. ; 








GENE RODEMICH 

Gene Rodemich, 43, first picture 

_theatre m. ¢. and more _ recently 
_ director of a 65-piece radio and 
i;recording orchestra, died in thé 
»Medical.Arts sanitarium Feb. 28, of 
pneumonia, 

He was making an_ electrical 
transcription for the World Broad- 
casting Co. on Saturday (24) when 
he felt a chill, but he added clothing 
and persisted in his task until the 
selection had been waxed. He was 
taken immediately to the hospital, 
but did not rally. 

He had been for many years with 
the Van Beuren Co., makers of ani- 
mated shorts, and had written much 
of the music for the Aesop’s Fables 
and the Amos and Andy cartoons. 

He began his musical career with 
the Skourases in St. Louis and in 
1928 came to N.B.C. 





JOHN C. TERRY 
John C. Terry, 53, died in Coral 
Gables, Fla, Feb. 28 of a kidney 
ailment. a 
He was one of the pioneers in 
animated cartoons, working With 
Paramount ard Universal 20 years 
ago. For a.time he was associated 
with his brother, Paul, in. the pro- 
duction of Aesop’s Fables for Pathe 
release, but recently had been doing 
a strip for the Associated Press 
feature service. He became inter- 
ested in animation in 1912 and is 
credited with having been the first 
to use mice and cats in these pic- 
tures, 
Survived by his widow, his second 
wife; three children, two sisters 
, and two brothers. 





W. CRONIN WILSON 

W. Cronin Wilson, actor, died in 
Charing Cross Hospital, London, 
Feb. 16 of double pneumonia, 24 
hours after appearing in ‘Escape 
Me Never’ at the Apollo. Deceased 
commenced stage activity with 
Lewis Waller’s company and ap- 
peared in many different plays in 
America, Africa, Australia and 
England. 

His more recent appearances were 
in ‘The Bird of Paradise,’ ‘Aloma,’ 


He was: 


stands. 





‘The Flying Squad,’ ‘The Calendar,’ 
‘The Case of the Frightened Lady,’ 
‘For Services Rendered.’ 

He also wrote one or two minor 
plays. Exact age unknown—about 
56. 





SEWELL COLLINS 

Sewell Collins, American journal- 
ist, dramatist and stage producer, 
died suddenly at his home in Lon- 
don, Feb. 15, aged 58, of heart fail- 
ure. He had spent the majority of 
the past 20 years in England, where 
he adapted and produced a number 
of plays. ; 

He was originally a cartoonist on 
the Chicago Tribune and afterward 
came to New York as dramatic 
critic for the Journal. 

He is survived by his wife, Mar- 
garet Moffat, an American actress, 
who is at present playing in ‘The 
Wind and the Rain’ at St. Martin’s 
in London. 

RICHARD WARNER 

Richard Warner, 54, vaudeville 
sketch-writer, died of a sudden 
heart attack Jan. 14, at his home in 
New York. Burial was in Bayside 
Cemetery. 

Warner, survived by a sister and 
three brothers, was also the mana- 
ger at different times of the Alham- 
bra, Colonial and the Harlem Opera 
House, New York. He was also 
once associated with Roland West. 





FRANK B. FANNING 

Frank B. Fanning, 54, stage and 
screen actor, died Saturday (3) at 
his home in Los Angeles. 

Fanning worked in various stock 
companies on the Coast and in 
Alaska back in ’98. He also played 
minor parts on the screen. Widow 
survives. 

Troupers Club, of which Fanning 
was a member, will hold services 
Monday (5), with burial in Holly- 
wood Cemetery. 





FRED BUCK 

Fred Buck, 31, died March 5 at 
the NVA Sanatorium, Saranac Lake, 
a. Be ; 

Buck was the arranger as well as 
member of the Fred: Waring band, 
having joined the aggregation when 
it started 14 years ago as a quar- 
tette. 

Interment 
Tyron, Pa. 

» 


Wednesday (7), in 





CHARLES C. SHAY 

Charles C. Shay, 57, past presi- 
dent of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical State Employes, died 
Monday (5) at the home of his son 
in Forest Hills, L. I. .Funeral serv- 
ices will be held Thursday (8) from 
Boyertown Chapel, N. Y. 

Shay is survived by a widow and 
two sons, 





WALLACE H. BECKER 

Wallace H. Becker, 76, who had 
been on a Kingston (N. Y.) news- 
paper for®60 years, died there 
April 1. 

He was a prolific writer of popu- 
lar songs, many of which were sung 
by Lew Dockstader. 





W. A. PARKS 

W. A. Parks, 64, founder of the 
first theater 30 years ago, the Bijou 
at Eldora, Iowa, died in Dubuque 
after a short illness. His widow, 
three brothers. and three sisters 
survive. 

Interment in Eldora. 





S. WESLEY CLEMENTS 
S. Wesley Clements, 74, stage 
doorman at Loew’s Rochester the- 
atre and known to a-host of stage 
folk as ‘Dad,’ died at a hospital in 
Rochester last week. He leaves his 
wife, a daughter and three sons. 





LESLIE C. DOLLIVER 
Leslie C. Dolliver, San Francisco 
theatre owner and uncle of Jackie 
and Robert Coogan, died in Frisco, 
March 1, 
Dolliver was the brother of Mrs. 
John H. Coogan, mother of the boys. 





E. STEIN 
E. Stein, 23, assistant manager of 
the Ritz, Newark, died March 1 of 
pneumonia. 
Warner Brothers had been groom- 
ing him as a manager, 





GEORGE B. WICK 
George Bob Wick, 55, Mayor of 
Butler, Pa., died at his home there 
March 2, of pneumonia. 
He was for some years a baritone 
with the Savage Opera Company 


BARNUM MUSEUM MUST 


PAY BRIDGEPORT TAXES) 





Bridgeport, March 5. 
The late P. T. Barnum’s gift to 
Bridgeport, of which he was mayor, 
is going on the auction block if the 
money-needy city has its way. Tax 
Attorney David Goldstein has insti- 





tuied tax foreclosure proceedings 
against the Barnum Institute, 
Bridgeport's only public museum. 

P. T. gave the building to the 
city with a collection of his circus- 
travel mementos, but died before he 
made good his intention of provid- 
ing a maintenance trust fund. In- 
stitute is owned by Bridgeport Sci- 
entific and Historical Society, which 
claims tax exemption by its charter 
from the state. Lower floors have 
been rented to keep building open, 
however, and city contends this is 
basis for foreclosure action. Col- 
lector has been sending bills since 
1919. 





Code Fireworks 


(Continued from page 63) 





is not stock, and the matter will 
doubtless be another point over 
which the various factions will 
battle. Last summer, when the 
code was adopted, the stock man- 
agers made it appear that their field 
‘was more important than the pro- 
duction of new shows, and they 
succeeded in getting better condi- 
tions into the code than other man- 
agers. 

Clarification of the stock issue 
! will find Equity insistent that it 
ij have the right to classify what is 
and what is not stock. Understood 
that Equity is so set on its posi- 
tion that it may try to withdraw 
from the Code if its authority is 
weakened in the stock situation. 
‘Stagehands have been just as in- 
| sistent on having, a say in the mat- 
ter, and to date have distinctly held 
the upper hand... Summer theatres 
will also be more carefully consid- 
ered in the revised code. 


Ticket situation will be lime- 
lighted, too. Agencies will seek to 
insert the right to resell tickets to 
each other, no provision. touching 
that phase having been originally 
considered. CA’s ticket rules pro- 
hibit such transactions, limiting the 
selling price to not more than 75 
cents over the box-6ffice price. If 
ithe ticket brokers succeed in their 
| resale plans, all tickets sold from 
|! one agency to another will cost the 
ultimate customers double the 
premium, plus tax. 

Another dispute is due over 
throwaways. Managers propose to 
include out-of-town stands in the 
ban against such practices, but the 
stock people will fight the pro- 
posal. Stock men claim they are 
operating to a profit and keeping 
actors employed by using throw- 
aways. System used out of town 
is somewhat different from. that 
previously in effect on Broadway. 
Until the code ousted such attrac- 
tions on Broadway, the price to be 
paid the box office was printed on 
the ‘passes.’ Broadway. managers 
are ready to prove that elimination 
of throwaways has materially aided 
business this season. 

There are a number of other 
matters planned for the revised 
code. Included is the fixing of defi- 
nite hours of rehearsal Equity re- 
cently sought to settle that prob- 
lem, then withdrew. its plan from 
the CA, Explanation was _ that 
Chorus Equity wanted to wait until 
the situation covering unit shows 
in picture and ‘vaudeville houses 
was cleared up. 

There will also probably be pro- 
vision for representation in the CA 
for those | unaffiliated theatre 
groups, such as company and house 
managers, advance men and those 
operating the front of the houses. 
These groups huddied a number of 
times, but never came to an agree- 
ment. ie 

At the suggestion of NRA head- 
quarters no code authority meetings 
will be held until the hearings are 
over and the revised codes adopted. 

















his attention to politics. He always 
retained his interest in music. 





CONELIA KELLOGG 
Mrs. Conelia Kellogg, 57, Holly- 
wood fashion model and pic player, 
died in Los Angeles, Feb. 21. Sur- 
vived by daughter and son. 





Mother of Ben Selvin, recording | 
manager of the Columbia Phono- | 


graph Co., Mrs. Ida Mollis, died in | 





before he returned home and gave} Cleveland March 1. 


Shriners Go Blotto on 


Indoor Circus Venture 


Canton, O., March 5. 

Despite the fact that the show is 
made up of 20 of the best acts from 
the Ringling-Barnum and Hagen- 
beck-Wallace circuses, Shrine in- 
door circus, which opened Monday 
night in the city auditorium looks 
like a flop financially. Orin Daven- 
port is producing the show for the 
Shriners, with Fred Branda as 
equestrian director. Merle Evans, 
Mickey King, Davenport Riding act, 
Hagenbeck-Wallace elephants, andj; 
liberty horses, a dozen big show: 
clowns and a host of other feature 
acts from the two major circuses 
has failed to impress the natives so 
far, although the same show played 
to capacity crowds at Detroit, Cleve- 
land and Minneapolis. 


KILL N. Y. FAIRS 
Albany, N. Y., March 5. 

Cayuga County Fair at Auburn 
has lost its charter as a result of 
failing for a second consecutive 
year to stage a show. Several other 
fairs were not conducted last year, 
including those at Brockport, Can- 
ton, Monticello, Ithaca and Cam- 
bridge. Under the state law any 
organization which fails to hold an 
annual fair for two consecutive 
years forfeits its charter. 





BUYS SPOKANE RESORT 


Spokane, March 5. 

F. M. Mitchell, non-pro, has pur- 
chased the Liberty Lake Resort, 
33-acre tract, from the C. E. Still- 
well estate. Amount involved in 
the cash transaction was not made 
public. 

The nearby resort, located 18 
miles from the city, will be made 
into a class spot for the year- 
around entertainment. 





Why Ring Shows Hop Miss. 
Jackson, Miss., March 5. 

Pleading for the kids of the state 
because they haven't seen a circus 
in s. long they are forgetting what 
wild animals look like, Senator 
Stubblefield, asked that the license 
on circuses be reduced by the legis- 
lature. 

Mississippi hasn’t seen a: large 
circus since the ‘high license -was 
put on several years ago. Stubble- 
field proposed a sliding scale” of 
from $50 to $250 instead of the $100 
to $500 now in effect. He was out+ 


DEFECTS IN PROVISIONS 
HOLD UP OUTDOOR CODE 


Washington, March 5. 
Circus and carnival codes have 
been hung up in NRA mill by ob- 
jections of legal advisers to certain 
provisions in constitution of out- 
door showmen’s trade group, it was 
revealed last week. 

With date for final action depend- 
ing upon speed with which latest 
obstacle is overcome, Deputy Ad- 
ministrator William P. Farnsworth 
said further conferences will be re- 
quired to iron out the difficulty. 
Legal sharps have protested against 
certain phases of Showmen’s Asso- 
ciation by-laws which, it is feared 
will restrict membership and pre- 
vent certain units from joining. 

Matter is regarded as of major 
importance because codes would 
put Showmen’'s Association in the 
driver’s seat for administration 
purposes. Other tough spots have 
been smoothed out, however. 





Another Expo Village 
Chicago, Mareh 5. 

New village in the World's Fair 
this summer will be the Mediter- 
ranean village to take the place of 
the Morocco Village which was at 
the north end of the midway last 
year. Will be operated by Major 
Felix B. Streyckmans, who was 
chief of the foreign participation di- 
vision of the fair in 1933. 

Set for entertainment are the 
regular Oriental magic men such 
as sword swallowers, fire eaters and 
glass walkers, besides a hip 
thrower. 





BEAUTS AT FAIR 


Burlington, Vt., March 5. 

Bathing beauty contests will be 
featured at three Vermont fairs 
next fall. Idea is new to these parts 
and there is some doubt as. to 
whether or not it will be popular. 
Fairs planning to sponsor contests 
are Orleans, Rutland and Champ- 
lain Valley Exposition, 

In Burlington, where the mayor 
won't even allow girls in shorts to 
use the streets in summer, it is felt 
that any attempt to put on a con- 
test at the Champlain Valley Ex- 
position will draw plenty opposi- 
tion. ' 








voted. 
Tex. Fair Track 
Dallas, March 6. , 
A racing plant to cost $141,000 


was started Saturday (24) at the 
State Fair of Texas grounds in a 
dramatic fashion when assembled 
laborers were flashed news. that 
R. B. George, a local financier, had 
staked the money. A _ 10,000-seat 
grandstand and a 700-horse stable 
will be erected. First meet starts 
April 28, with .another to follow 
during fair season in October. 





eS 


Asks Chautauqua Relief 


Albany, March 5. 

Bankrupt Chautauqua has ap- 
pealed to the Legislature to help 
pull it out of a financial mess that 
threatens destruction of the educa- 
tional-amusement enterprise. Per- 
mission is asked for the election of 
a new management with authority 
to allow the receivers to use gate 
receipts and contemplated new ren- 
tals to cover expenses, 


Five New Bulls 
Charlotte, N. C., March 5. 

Five new elephants have arrived 
at York, S. C., near here, from 
Eureka, Kan., for Barnett Bros. Cir- 
cus. The bulls belonged to the de- 
funct 101 Ranch Wild West Show 
but were purchased fron. the state 
of Kansas, that commonwealth hav- 
ing held a mortgage on them. 








OTTAWA FAIR GOES GEE-GEE 
Ottawa, March 5. 

Central Canada Exhibition Asso- 
ciation has decided to feature’ four 
days of harness racing and two 
days of automobile racing in front 
of the grandstand at the Ottawa 
fair in August. 

Association entered into a con- 
tract with Ralph A. Hankinson, 
New York promoter, for his stable 
of automobile racers. The annual 
athletic meet at the fair has been 
discarded. 





BEACH AND POOL 


Washington, March 5. 

Latest date for-resumption of fre- 
quently-delayed hearings on amuse- 
ment park, pool, beach code, is 
March 13. Session will be held at 
Chamber of Commerce building 
with Deputy Administrator William 
P. Farnsworth gaveling. 


LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail to 
VARIETY Address Mail Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILI NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 
LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 














Artova Dorothy Marion & Martinez 


Bessette Rose Nadine Nina 


Kingsburg H C O'Brien’ Frances 








Marlowe Julia Walman Nettie 





CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 





Marriage on Approval. (Monarch.) 
reel and finds it out in the last: 
Howard Higgin. Rev. Jan. 9. 


Ship of Wanted Men. (Showmen.» 





(Continued trom page 39) 


In which a girl gets married in the first 
Barbara Kent, Donald Dillaway. 


Dir. 


Neighbors Wives. (Syndicate.) Domestic murder problem. Dorothy. Mac- 
kaill, Tom Moore. Dir. Francis Natteford. 56 mins. Rev. Vet. 17 
Police Call. (Showmen.) Ring story with an adventure angle. Nick Stuart, 

Merna Kennedy. Dir. Phi) Whiteman. 63 mins. Rel. Aug, Rev. Aug. 29, 
Public Stenographer. Title tells the story, Lola Lane,~Wm. Collier, Jr. 
Dir. Lew Collins. Rev. Jan. 
Secret Sinners. (Mayfair.) Chorus girls and a song writer. Sue Carroll, Nick 
Stuart. Dir. Wesley Ford. 58 mins, Kel. Oct. 20. Rev. Dec. 27. 


Crew of refugees fght over a girl rescued 


Lew. Collins. 60 


in mid-ocean. Leon Waycoff, Gertrude Astor Dir 
mins. Rev. Nov. 21 

| Trapeze. (Protex.) Anna Sten’s first German picture, dubbed in English, 
65 mins Rel. Feb Rev. Feb. 20. 

White Face. (‘Helber.) British made crime story from an Edgar Wallace 
book. All-British cast. 65 mins. Kev. Dec. 6. 
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